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CHAIR’S CHIRPS

THE ants are destroying the lawn and 
leaving small heaps of sand on the patio 
with scant regard for what I regard as 
“my” space. At night there are scrabbling 
noises in the ceiling, hinting that 
“undesirable” forms of wildlife have 
moved in, testing one’s levels of 
tolerance. 

But instead of automatically reaching 
for a can of pesticide or rat poison, one 
needs to consider its impact on the 
environment.

Researchers are raising the alarm 
over the dramatic decline of insects in 
Europe and the devastating effect this is 
having on bird populations, as reported 
on pages 13 and 14.

In a report on the status of the world’s 
birds in 2018, BirdLife International 
describes the top five threats to birds, but 
also offers possible solutions to the 
problems, see page 15. 

This is followed by an article on page 
18 on how we can make life better for 
birds. Every little contribution helps to 
encourage respect for all forms of life: 
from refraining from using harmful 
substances, to actively promoting their 
welfare.

Crystelle Wilson

KZN BIRDS
KZN Birds is the newsletter of BirdLife Port Natal, BirdLife KZN Midlands, BirdLife Zululand, BirdLife Sisonke and 
BirdLife Trogons, all branches of Birdlife South Africa, and is published three times a year. Any member of the public, 
whether members of a branch or not, are invited to submit articles for publication. Views expressed in KZN Birds are 
not necessarily those of the editor, the aforementioned clubs or BirdLife SA. All national rarities are subject to 
acceptance by the National Rarities Committee. Submissions are used at the discretion of the editor and may be held 
back for future editions. Contributions can be sent to the Editor, Crystelle Wilson, at crystelle.wilson@gmail.com or 
typed or neatly written and posted to Crystelle at Unit 18, Amber Lee, Private Bag X11, Howick 3290. Good quality, 
high resolution digital photographs are also welcome. 
Telephone: 033 239 0876 or 082 723 5158

What Birds Plunge Through 
is Not the Intimate Space

What birds plunge through is not the intimate 
space,
in which you see all Forms intensified.
(In the Open, denied, you would lose yourself,
would disappear into that vastness.)

Space reaches from us and translates Things:
to become the very essence of a tree,
throw inner space around it, from that space
that lives in you. Encircle it with restraint.
It has no limits. For the first time, shaped
in your renouncing, it becomes fully tree.

 – Rainer Maria Rilke
Translated by Gabriel Caffrey 

THIS will be my final Chair's Chirp, as 
David Swanepoel takes over as chair of 
BLPN at the beginning of September. 
Thank you for indulging me for a time 
longer than I had imagined – I have 
loved every minute and this club will 
always have a special place in my heart.  
I will remain as vice chair until February 
next year. Just when I was beginning to 
despair that the club was becoming 
moribund, wonderful people have 
stepped forward, joined the committee 
and are breathing new life into it. David 
is with us only for the next two years, but 
his experience in the Western Cape, his 
vast knowledge, his willingness to share 
and his huge love of birds will bring a 
terrific perspective to our club. Please 
join with me in celebrating this change.

Outings
Terry and Elena continue to bring their 

knowledge and joy in birds to first 
Saturday mornings, where the outings 
a r e  a l w a y s  w e l l  a t t e n d e d  a n d 
appreciated by all. This year people 
have visited Umbogavango, the Sappi 
Hide at Tongaat, Stainbank NR, the 
Botanical Gardens in Durban and 
Burman Bush. Some of the highlights 
from Umbogavango included a bird 
count of 103, including Common 
Buzzard, Malachite Kingfisher (adult 
and juvenile) Buff-spotted Flufftail, Natal 
Spurfowl, African Spoonbill, Purple-
banded Sunbird, Mountain Wagtail, 
Black-throated Wattle-eye and Black 
Crake.

Wednesday morning outings with 
Sandi and Lesley are ongoing, with visits 
to Amanzimtoti Bird Sanctuary, Jubilee 
Park, Msinsi NR, Bluff NR and North 
Park NR. Have a look on our website for 
photographs of the birds on these 
outings. Despite John having concerns 
over the Sunday outings, they have 
gone well with visits to Bisley Valley NR, 
E s t o n  P o n d s  ( D a v e  R i m m e r ) , 
Cumberland NR with Mike and Jane 
Roseblade, sadly a postponement at 

John Bremner

BELOW: Lesley Frescura, the outgoing 
chair of BirdLife Port Natal, at the 

club’s annual general meeting 
in February
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Umdoni Park, Pennington and a very 
enjoyable outing to Vernon Crookes NR 
with Steve Davis.  A weekend away with 
Cheryl and John Bevan was held on 23-
25 March at Oribi NR.

Indoor meetings
We have had excellent speakers on 

Wednesday evenings in the first half of 
the year. Jone Porter, director of 
education at uShaka Sea World, tackled 
the problem of plastic nurdles on 17 
January, Mark Anderson, CEO of BLSA, 
was our guest speaker at the AGM on 
Saturday 17 February with a talk on “Bird 
conservation in South Africa: successes 
and challenges”. On 14 March, Adam 
Riley from Rockjumpers spoke on 
“Finding the World's Most Unique Birds”.  
Peter Divall, chair of BirdLife KZN 
Midlands and regional representative on 
the BLSA executive board, told us on 11 
April about his and Anita's trip, “Birding in 
Zimbabwe”. On 9 May, Nicky Forbes, 
our secretary and also managing 
director and senior scientist at MER, 
gave a fascinating talk on the Pantanal in 
Brazil, “The Greatest Swamp on Earth”.

Krantzkloof Birds continues to flourish 
with their meetings every two months on 
a Tuesday morning. Adam Riley spoke 
on 13 February on Snow Leopards and 
on 10 April, Chris Dalzell spoke on the 
Gardens of England and the Chelsea 
Flower Show. Both talks were very well 
attended and enjoyed.

Education
Chris Flannery joined our committee 

in February and is organising youth 
groups in collaboration with Youth Africa 
Birding.  

Calendars
Watch out for the 2019 calendars in 

August 2018.  This calendar is special as 
t hi t  w i l l  ce lebra te  the  c lub 's  70  

anniversary. 

7Oth anniversary of BLPN
David Swanepoel is convening a sub-

committee to organise our celebrations 
next year. If any member would like to be 
involved, please contact him at 
cossypha@gmail.com.  

Annual general meeting
Our February AGM at Palmiet NR was 

very successful, with an excellent new 
committee being elected and the CEO of 
BLSA, Mark Anderson,  br inging 
members up to date with what has been 
h a p p e n i n g  i n  J o h a n n e s b u r g .  
Congratulations to him for putting BLSA 
on a sound f inancial  basis and 
continually finding funds to employ 
highly skilled scientists in the different 
fields of avian conservation. We should 
all be very proud of this professional 
organisation.

General
BirdLife South Africa has chosen the 

near-endemic African Black 
Oystercatcher Haematopus moquini as 
the bird of the year for 2018. Visit the 
BLSA website for more information and 
educational material on this bird. There 
are also t-shirts and a fluffy young 
oystercatcher available from BLSA's 
shop. Contact them on 011 789 1122 
or email 
shopforthebirds@birdlife.org.za.

We are sad to lose Mike Adrain, a 
previous treasurer of the club.

Thank you to all our members who 
have made my time as chair of the 
committee of BLPN so enjoyable. It has 
been a great learning environment, I 
have made many good friends and was 
lucky to have someone of Roy Cowgill's 
calibre as my mentor. I look forward to 
many more happy times in the club.

Lesley Frescura
083 231 3408

AFTER the excitement of having several 
awesome summer specials in Zululand, 
there have been a few pretty quiet 
weeks. But there is always time to teach 
youngsters about the importance of bird 
conservation.

BirdLi fe  Zulu land encourages 
youngsters to become aware and 
interested in birds and conservation. 
With this in mind, the club hosted a group 
of nine youngsters from the 1st Richards 
Bay Sea Scouts on Saturday 12 May 
around the Umhlathuze Weir in Richards 
Bay to introduce them to birds in the area 
and how to identify them. This was their 
first formal exposure to birding and 
certainly several of them indicated their 
interest in learning more.

Kevin Westermann and Richard 
Johnstone of the BirdLife Zululand 
committee shared their knowledge, 
whilst leading the group.

Then we welcomed May, which is the 
month when the winter migrants begin to 
arrive. And an exciting start it has been 
thanks to Kevin Westerman's sharp 
eyes. On Saturday 27 May he spotted an 
out of season, rare Eurasian Curlew on 
the Sandbank at Richards Bay. 

Local birders took advantage of this 
sighting at short notice. Hopefully the 
bird will stay long enough for others to 
benefit. It was seen in the company of a 
few overwintering Common Whimbrels 
and a Grey Plover. Eurasian Curlews are 
our biggest waders and usually dwarf 
other waders – according to Faansie 
Peacock in his brilliant book on waders. 
They have round eyes, a plain face, 
mostly white underwings and a back that 
is streaked rather than mottled in the 

ABOVE: Eurasian Curlew on the left and Common Whimbrel on the right. 
Note how much larger and longer-billed the Eurasian Curlew is. The Eurasian 

Curlew also lacks the banded face pattern of the Common Whimbrel

Georg Jacobs
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case of Common Whimbrels. Thanks to 
G e o r g  J a c o b s  f o r  h i s  s u p e r b 
photograph. 

Our outings calendar for the next 
season is set and we are looking forward 
to see what more comes our way!

Carole Hills
082 465 6966 

IT IS hard to believe that half of the year 
has gone by already! The migrants have 
left for their northern summer countries 
and the intra-African species to the  
warmer areas of Africa; 
however, the birding at 
home remains good.

Since the last “chirp” 
we have had our AGM. 
We welcome Sean 
Glynn to the committee 
and bid farewell to 
Norman Freeman, 
thanking him for the 
sterling work he did by 
arranging speakers for 
our evening meetings.

Both our Sunday 
a n d  W e d n e s d a y 
outings remain well 
supported and should 
cont inue to  do so 
d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r 
months. Thank you to 
all the coordinators of 
these outings.

O u r  e v e n i n g 
presentations at both 
W o o d g r o v e 
Retirement Village and 
Howick are attracting 

increasing numbers of members and 
guests and I thank everybody who 
supports these presentations. Our 
committee thanks all the speakers who 
have given of their time and expertise to 
come and share these excellent 
presentations.

A very successful course, titled “Birds 
in Winter Plumage” was presented by 
Steve Davis in Howick at the end of May. 
The course was attended by 42 
participants and the club sponsored 
accommodation, transport, meals and 
course fees for nine students from rural 
areas to attend this course.

A reminder that on Saturday 1 
September, the BirdLife KZN Forum will 
be held at WESSA in Howick. As usual, 
we will be doing our best to put together 

a  s t i m u l a t i n g  a n d  i n f o r m a t i v e 
programme for the day.

CWAC (Co-ordinated Waterbird 
Count )  and CAR (Co-ord inated 
Avifaunal Roadcount) will be taking 
place again during the next quarter.  
Even though the Animal Demographic 
Unit in Cape Town has closed, the 
information gathered in both these 
counts will still be valuable for many 
projects going forward.  We are grateful 
to those members who give of their time 
(and fuel) to assist with these projects.  

By the time you read this, spring 
should be round the corner and it won't 
be too long before the migrants return.  

Until the next time “Good Birding.”

Peter Divall
083 263 4169

BELOW: Steve Davis (left) at the workshop with the 
students sponsored by BLKZNM. At the back were  (from 
left) Gcinile Phakathi, Thandolwethu Hlubi and Nokwazi 

Qumbisa. Middle row from left Nomusa Mkhungo, 
Nqobile Masuku, Lethabo Pitso, Ntobeko Mngadi and 

Thobani Zulu. In front is Matteo Risch from 
Hermannsburg, holding Steve’s 2018 mascot , 

Rocky, the Black Oystercatcher

DETAILS of the 
club outings can be 
found, as usual,  on 
t h e  B i r d L i f e 

Trogons blog compiled by Hazel van 
R o o y e n .  T h e r e  a r e  e x c e l l e n t 
photographs by her, Doug Butcher,  
Stan Culley and other photographers in 
the club.

In February, the club at last managed 
to visit River Valley Nature Reserve,  
where the owner, Andrew Lewis, 
produced a bird list and a map of the 
walking trails. It was delightful to be 
welcomed to such a well-maintained 
reserve in Uvongo.

In March at Shongweni, as members 
were finishing breakfast, a White-
backed Night Heron flew into the middle 
of a leafy tree. Everyone got good 
pictures and Barrie and Sue ticked a lifer 
they had been searching for, for 20 
years!

Ellingham Farm proved the usual 
popular spot in April, with 62 species 

sighted and good photographs taken of 
the resident Grey Crowned Cranes.

During our four-night stay in St Lucia 
in May, we enjoyed meeting up with 
some members of the local bird club.  
The h ighl ight  for  most  was the 
Woodwards’ Batis seen and heard on 
the forest walk near our chalets, and with 
Stan's scope and expertise we checked 
so many water birds. My final tally was 
119 species. I submitted eight cards to 
SABAP2, three of them full protocol. 
Thank heavens for BirdLasser! If you are 
exploring the reserve as we did,  you are 
in and out of pentads all the time – I don't 
know how you manage to drive and spot 
and check with the binnies and tick at the 
same time! I presume the powers-that-
be have to ignore some of the allotted 
hours and minutes when you forget to 
park your card!

In my January chirp, I spoke ill of 
Umdoni for putting too many trails 
through the forest, and said the next bird 
count would tell. Well, I didn't remember 
the tally! Our May visit totalled 42 
species, no Green Twinspots, but an 
exciting sight of two Purple-crested 
Turacos feeding in the same tree with a 
group of Knysna Turacos.  A first for me.

A new application has been submitted 

ABOVE: White-backed Night Heron, 
Shongweni, March 2018

Crystelle Wilson

Hazel van Rooyen
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Peter Divall
083 263 4169

BELOW: Steve Davis (left) at the workshop with the 
students sponsored by BLKZNM. At the back were  (from 
left) Gcinile Phakathi, Thandolwethu Hlubi and Nokwazi 
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ABOVE: White-backed Night Heron, 
Shongweni, March 2018

Crystelle Wilson

Hazel van Rooyen
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for sand mining on the Umzumbe River 
flood plain. The previous application on 
Portion 1 of Farm Fairview was declined 
in 2016 as this is a significant Barn 
Swallow roost. Andrew Pickles tells me 
that this is a new application by a 
different group. He has again registered 
as a concerned party, as have other 
environmental organisations/clubs,  
including WESSA and the Umzumbe 
Ratepayers Association.

Michelle Pearson of Second Chance 
Avian Rescue posted another sad story 
of a gull entrapped in fishing line. I 
haven't yet got waste bins for discarded 
line set up on our beaches, but I am 
working on it, with the help of Gill and 
Dick van Wyk from 'Toti Conservancy 
(phone 031 903 8432). They have some 
bins they brought from the Cape and are 

interest and our club has suggested that 
Ntsikeni Vlei would be a good option as a 
research location. With this in mind, an 
initial scouting visit to the vlei with Carina 
Coetzer from BLSA was undertaken on 
Friday 1 June, on a somewhat cold 
winter's day. The conditions look 
promising and, as there has been a 
sighting of a White-winged Flufftail there 
before, we are crossing our fingers and 
hoping that the site is selected for some 
camera traps later in the year. 

During the short visit to Ntsikeni, over 

AS a club, we are not really very active 
and as a result there is not much to write 
about. However, there is always some 
birding going on in the area and thete is 

a n  a c t i v e 
WhatsApp group 
t h a t  s h a r e s 
i n f o r m a t i o n  o f 
s i g h t i n g s .  T h i s 
resulted in a couple 
of us following up 
o n  t w o  W h i t e -
fronted Bee-eaters. 
Not all that common 
he re ,  bu t  have 
been seen from 
time to time.

S i n c e  t h e 
discovery of the 
breeding White-
winged Flufftails at 
M i d d e l p u n t 
Wetland, there has 
been a flurry of 

happy to help get them installed or to 
give advice. Of course, there is no 
guarantee that the fishermen will use 
them, but the Gansbaai Conservancy 
finds them most effective. It is working 
well in Australia.

As  a  member  o f  Penn ing ton 
Conservancy, I am liaising with the Toti 
Conservancy, through our Evelyn 
Heunis, to organise, pay for and install 
the bins. I will also visit Sezela beach 
where the community have installed 
their own, take photos and see how well 
they are working.

One of the few encouraging signs on 
the horizon is the attitude of firms like SA 
Plastics against the waste plastic 
scourge. Please support their initiatives.

Sandy Olver
sandra111@scottburgh.co.za

ABOVE: Sharon and Aldo Berruti with Carina Coetzer 
(middle) at Ntsikeni vlei

Doug Bell

20 species were logged, of which a 
Black Harrier, seven Wattled Cranes and 
two Secretarybirds were notable. For 
me, a Wailing Cisticola and Sentinel 
Rock Thrush also were important 
additions to my list!

Although the vlei is not on the regular 
tourist route, it certainly is an important 
location for birding. There are some 
c o t t a g e s  t h e r e  a n d  p l e n t y  o f 
opportunities for walking and birding.

Doug Bell 
076 189 4254

CONSERVATION AND PROJECTS

Patterns of migration and mortality 
in Spotted Ground Thrushes

THE Spotted Ground Thrush is 
considered an 'Endangered' 
species both internationally and 
in South Africa. Although there 
is evidence that it may once 
have bred in the Durban area, it 
is now only a winter and 
passage migrant to the city from 
its major breeding grounds to 
the south in forests along the 
Eastern Cape (Transkei) coast. 
In Durban, i t  also mainly 
inhabits coastal forest. Pigeon 
Valley Nature Reserve is a 
regular wintering locality in 
small numbers for the species.

The Durban Natural Science 
M u s e u m  h a s  4 0  d a t e d 
specimens of Spotted Ground Thrushes 
from along the KwaZulu-Natal coastal 
non-breeding wintering grounds. Most 
of these come from Durban. Only one of 
these specimens seems to have been 
intentionally collected (in 1959) and the 
remainder were definitely or probably 
found dead and brought to the museum. 

These specimens show a c lear 
seasonal pattern. All are from the period 
autumn through winter to early spring 
(March-September). The majority of 
them (22; 55%) come from the two 
months April-May and most of the 
remainder (13; 33%) come from August-
September. Of the others, one is from 

ABOVE: A Spotted Ground Thrush at Pigeon 
Valley Nature 

David Allan
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ABOVE: A Spotted Ground Thrush at Pigeon 
Valley Nature 

David Allan
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March and there are two from June and 
one from July (the intentionally collected 
bird). A live bird found close to the city 
centre by a member of the public on 19 
March 2013 and brought to the museum 
also fits this pattern (this bird was 
released shortly thereafter at Pigeon 
Valley).

Of the 40 specimens, nine have the 
cause of death recorded (ignoring the 
intentionally collected bird) and all of 
these fall within the periods April-May 
and August-September. Seven collided 
either with the sides of buildings or 
windows, and two reportedly were hit by 
cars.

This information on the seasonality of 
the specimens and the reported causes 
of death, strongly suggest that Spotted 
Ground Thrushes migrate north during 
April-May, return south again in August-
September, and are, not surprisingly, 

particularly susceptible to collision 
mortality while on migration. The 
species, like most passerines, will 
undertake its long-distance migration 
flights at night.

A further incidence of the vulnerability 
of these thrushes to collisions with 
windows comes from Pigeon Valley 
Nature Reserve. When a new building 
was constructed there in late May 2011, 
two dead Spotted Ground Thrushes 
were found together below one of its 
windows. Neither of these specimens 
made it to the museum, unfortunately. 
Tape placed across the windows and the 
erection of a palisade fence screening 
the building apparently resulted in no 
further incidents.

Another artificial hazard faced by 
these birds in urban areas is predation 
by domestic cats. One of my colleagues 
at the museum was horrified when she 

found her cat had caught a Spotted 
Ground Thrush which was still alive. 
This was on 9 May 2017 in the suburb of 
Red Hill. The bird was taken away from 
the cat and released but was clearly 
injured, with its chances of survival likely 
severely compromised.

More recently, a photograph of a dead 
Spotted Ground Thrush was sent to me 
from a garden adjacent to Palmiet 
Nature Reserve in Westville. It was 

ABOVE: A Spotted Ground Thrush killed by a 
cat in Westville in April 2018

BELOW: Another bird apparently killed 
by the same cat at the same location 

in Westville in May 2018

ABOVE LEFT: A live Spotted Ground Thrush brought to the Durban Natural 
Science Museum ABOVE RIGHT: A Spotted Ground Thrush in March 2013 and 

caught by a cat in Red Hill in May 2017

David Allan

reportedly killed by a cat on 23 April 
2018. Astonishingly, the same cat 
apparently killed another Spotted 
Ground Thrush at the same site exactly 
a month later on 23 May 2018. 
Unfortunately, the first specimen was 
not sent to the museum but the second 
was.

Apparently there was discussion in 
some quarters as to whether these birds 
had not actually died from colliding with 
windows or being poisoned. The photo 

of the first bird though clearly 
shows flesh stripped from the 
head and the second bird had a 
deep wound in its side. Neither of 
these injuries is associated with 
either collisions or poisoning but 
both are congruent with cat 
predation. Note that again all 
three of these cat predation 
records come from the apparent 
'peak' mortality period for the 
species (April-May), associated 
with northward migration.

The new Red Data Book 
covering birds identifies habitat 
destruction, especially of the 
coastal forested areas used by 
wintering birds in KwaZulu-Natal, 
as being the primary threat to the 
species. But certainly, artificial 
mortality from collisions with man-
made obstacles and from cat 
predation can only further hasten 
the demise of this highly localized 
forest denizen. Cat owners 
should try to minimize the 
damage caused by their pets to 
wild birds by all means possible, 
e.g. attaching bells to their necks, 
especially where their properties 
abut natural areas.

David Allan
Durban Natural Science Museum

David AllanDavid AllanDavid AllanDavid AllanDavid AllanDavid AllanDavid AllanDavid Allan Photo supplied

Photos supplied
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Information requested 
on Red-winged Starling sightings

AS PART of an honours project in 
the School of Life Sciences, 
University of KwaZulu-Natal, 
Pietermaritzburg campus, Kyrone 
Josiah is investigating the increase 
in Red-winged Starling sightings in 
urban areas of KwaZulu-Natal 
( K Z N ) .  We  a r e  r e q u e s t i n g 
observational information on the 
starlings, particularly where they 
are seen frequently.

R e d - w i n g e d  S t a r l i n g s 
Onychognathus morio are birds 
native to the continent of Africa, with 
their distribution found to be mostly 
on the eastern side of the continent 
extending to South Africa.

They are sexually dimorphic with 
males having shiny black plumage 
with reddish-brown flight feathers, 
w h i l s t  t h e  f e m a l e s  d i f f e r 
morphologically in that they have 
light grey heads and the upper 
breast area of the body is greyish in 
colour. 

They have a wide habitat tolerance. 
Populations have been found from 
w e t l a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t s  t o  d r i e r 
environments such as savannah and 
grassland biomes. This species is 
omnivorous and has been observed to 
consume a wide range of seeds, berries, 
invertebrates and even nectar from 
plants. In urban areas, they may be seen 
close to busy areas such as malls where 
they can feed on “scraps” from humans.

They are monogamous and produce 
two broods per a season, laying two to 
four eggs at a time. In the natural 
environment, they nest on cliffs in 
mountainous areas and may even make 
use of leaf bases of palm trees in coastal 
areas. Some observations of Red-

winged Starlings in urban areas indicate 
that they nest on top of, or on the sides 
of, tall buildings and may even build 
nests on rooftops and awnings. 

If you know of any Red-winged 
Starlings in your area, or if you have 
these birds in your garden, at your work, 
or  school  etc. ,  we would real ly 
appreciate it if you could let us know. 
Photographs of birds (Red-winged 
Starlings) seen and the geographical 
location (GPS points) would also be 
valuable.

Kyrone Josiah 
214560913@stu.ukzn.ac.za

Professor Colleen Downs 
Downs@ukzn.ac.za 
033 260 5127

ABOVE: A pair of Red-winged Starlings, 
the male on the left and the female right

Crystelle Wilson

Bird population in France collapses
due to pesticides

BIRD populations across the French 
countryside have fallen by a third over 
the last 15 years, researchers have said.

Dozens of species have seen their 
numbers decline, in some cases by two-
thirds, the scientists said in a pair of 
studies – one national in scope and the 
other covering a large agricultural region 
in central France.

“The situation is catastrophic,” said 
Benoit  Fontaine, a conservation 
biologist at France's National Museum of 
Natural History and co-author of one of 
the studies.

“Our countryside is in the process of 
becoming a veritable desert,” he said in 
a communique released by the National 
Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS), 
which also contributed to the findings.

The Common Whitethroat, the 
Ortolan Bunting, the Eurasian Skylark 
and other once-ubiquitous species have 
all fallen off by at least a third, according 
a detailed, annual census initiated at the 
start of the century.

A migratory song bird, the Meadow 
Pipit, has declined by nearly 70%.

The museum described the pace and 
extent of the wipe-out as “a level 
approaching an ecological catastrophe”.

The primary culprit, researchers 
speculate, is the intensive use of 
pesticides on vast tracts of monoculture 
crops, especially wheat and corn.

The problem is not that birds are being 
poisoned, but that the insects on which 
they depend for food have disappeared.

“There are hardly any insects left; 
that's the number one problem,” said 

Vincent Bretagnolle, a CNRS ecologist 
at the Centre for Biological Studies in 
Chize.

Recent research, he noted, has 
uncovered similar trends across Europe, 
estimating that flying insects have 
declined by 80%, and bird populations 
have dropped by more than 400 million 
in 30 years.

Despite a government plan to cut 
pesticide use in half by 2020, sales in 
France have climbed steadily, reaching 
more than 75,000 tonnes of active 
ingredient in 2014, according to 
European Union figures. 

“What is really alarming, is that all the 
birds in an agricultural setting are 
declining at the same speed, even 
'generalist' birds, which also thrive in 
other settings such as wooded areas,” 
said Bretagnolle.

“That shows that the overall quality of 
t he  ag r i cu l t u ra l  eco -sys tem  i s 
deteriorating.”

Figures from the national survey – 
which relies on a network of hundreds of 
volunteer ornithologists – indicate the 
die-off gathered pace in 2016 and 2017.

Drivers of the drop in bird populations 
extend beyond the depletion of their 
main food source, the scientists said.

Shrinking woodlands, the absence of 
the once-common practice of letting 
fields lie fallow and especially rapidly 
expanding expanses of mono-crops 
have each played a role.

“If the situation is not yet irreversible, 
all the actors in the agriculture sector 
must work together to change their 
practices,” Fontaine said.

Agence France-Presse
Published in the Guardian

Dozens of species have seen their numbers 
decline, in some cases by two-thirds, because 

insects they feed on have disappeared
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Kyrone Josiah 
214560913@stu.ukzn.ac.za

Professor Colleen Downs 
Downs@ukzn.ac.za 
033 260 5127

ABOVE: A pair of Red-winged Starlings, 
the male on the left and the female right

Crystelle Wilson

Bird population in France collapses
due to pesticides

BIRD populations across the French 
countryside have fallen by a third over 
the last 15 years, researchers have said.

Dozens of species have seen their 
numbers decline, in some cases by two-
thirds, the scientists said in a pair of 
studies – one national in scope and the 
other covering a large agricultural region 
in central France.

“The situation is catastrophic,” said 
Benoit  Fontaine, a conservation 
biologist at France's National Museum of 
Natural History and co-author of one of 
the studies.

“Our countryside is in the process of 
becoming a veritable desert,” he said in 
a communique released by the National 
Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS), 
which also contributed to the findings.

The Common Whitethroat, the 
Ortolan Bunting, the Eurasian Skylark 
and other once-ubiquitous species have 
all fallen off by at least a third, according 
a detailed, annual census initiated at the 
start of the century.

A migratory song bird, the Meadow 
Pipit, has declined by nearly 70%.

The museum described the pace and 
extent of the wipe-out as “a level 
approaching an ecological catastrophe”.

The primary culprit, researchers 
speculate, is the intensive use of 
pesticides on vast tracts of monoculture 
crops, especially wheat and corn.

The problem is not that birds are being 
poisoned, but that the insects on which 
they depend for food have disappeared.

“There are hardly any insects left; 
that's the number one problem,” said 

Vincent Bretagnolle, a CNRS ecologist 
at the Centre for Biological Studies in 
Chize.

Recent research, he noted, has 
uncovered similar trends across Europe, 
estimating that flying insects have 
declined by 80%, and bird populations 
have dropped by more than 400 million 
in 30 years.

Despite a government plan to cut 
pesticide use in half by 2020, sales in 
France have climbed steadily, reaching 
more than 75,000 tonnes of active 
ingredient in 2014, according to 
European Union figures. 

“What is really alarming, is that all the 
birds in an agricultural setting are 
declining at the same speed, even 
'generalist' birds, which also thrive in 
other settings such as wooded areas,” 
said Bretagnolle.

“That shows that the overall quality of 
t he  ag r i cu l t u ra l  eco -sys tem  i s 
deteriorating.”

Figures from the national survey – 
which relies on a network of hundreds of 
volunteer ornithologists – indicate the 
die-off gathered pace in 2016 and 2017.

Drivers of the drop in bird populations 
extend beyond the depletion of their 
main food source, the scientists said.

Shrinking woodlands, the absence of 
the once-common practice of letting 
fields lie fallow and especially rapidly 
expanding expanses of mono-crops 
have each played a role.

“If the situation is not yet irreversible, 
all the actors in the agriculture sector 
must work together to change their 
practices,” Fontaine said.

Agence France-Presse
Published in the Guardian

Dozens of species have seen their numbers 
decline, in some cases by two-thirds, because 

insects they feed on have disappeared
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LOSSES of rare insects are well 
documented, but there is little research 
on insects as a whole.

I t 's  known as the windscreen 
phenomenon. When you stop your car 
after a drive, there seem to be far fewer 
squashed insects than there used to be.

Scientists have long suspected that 
insects are in dramatic decline, but new 
evidence confirms this. Research at 
more than 60 protected areas in 
Germany suggests flying insects have 
declined by more than 75% over almost 
30 years.

“This confirms what everybody's been 
having as a gut feeling the windscreen  – 
phenomenon where you squash fewer 
bugs as the decades go by,” said Caspar 
Hallmann of Radboud University in The 
Netherlands. “This is the first study that 
looked into the total biomass of flying 
insects and it confirms our worries.”

The study is based on measurements 
of the biomass of all insects trapped at 
63 nature protection areas in Germany 
over 27 years since 1989. The data 
include thousands of different insects, 
such as bees, butterflies and moths.

Scientists say the dramatic decline 
was seen regardless of habitat, land use 
and the weather, leaving them at a loss 
to explain what was behind it.

They stressed the importance of 
adopting measures known to be 
beneficial for insects, including strips of 
flowers around farmland and minimising 
the effects of intensive agriculture. And 
they said there was an urgent need to 
uncover the causes and extent of the 
decline in all airborne insects.

“We don't know exactly what the 
causes are,” said Hans de Kroon, also of 
Radboud University, who supervised the 
research.

Alarm over decline in flying insects
‘'This study shows how important it is 

to have good monitoring programmes 
and we need more research right now to 
look into those causes so, that has  – 
really high priority.”

The finding was even more worrying 
given that it was happening in nature 
reserves, which are meant to protect 
insects and other living species, the 
researchers said.

“ I n  t h e  m o d e r n  a g r i c u l t u r a l 
landscape, for insects it's a hostile 
environment, it's a desert, if not worse,” 
said Dr de Kroon. “And the decline there 
has been well documented. The big 
surprise is that it is also happening in 
adjacent nature reserves.”

The loss of insects has far-reaching 
consequences for entire ecosystems. 
Insects provide a food source for many 
birds, amphibians, bats and reptiles, 
whi le plants rely on insects for 
pollination.

The decline is more severe than 
found in previous studies. A survey of 
insects at four sites in the UK between 
1973 and 2002 found losses at one of 
the four sites only.

Dr Lynn Dicks, from the University of 
East Anglia, UK, who is not connected 
with the study, said the paper provides 
new evidence for “an alarming decline” 
t ha t  many  en tomo log i s t s  have 
suspected for some time. “If total flying 
insect biomass is genuinely declining at 
this rate (around 6% per year), it is 
extremely concerning,” she said.

“Flying insects have really important 
ecological functions, for which their 
numbers matter a lot.”

Helen Briggs
BBC News
The research is published 
in the journal Plos One

SOMETIMES it’s easy to see 
w h a t ’ s  h a r m i n g  b i r d s  – 
espec ia l l y  i f  i t ’ s  i n  you r 
backyard. The cat with a bird 
between its teeth, or the tragic 
pile of feathers by the side of the 
motorway. But the bigger 
threats are less visual, and less 
direct.

This doesn’t make them any 
less urgent. The latest report by 
BirdLife International, State of 
the World’s Birds 2018, found that one in 
eight birds is in danger of extinction, and 
40% of the world’s 10,000+ species are 
declining. Worryingly, the birds in danger 
now include familiar species such as the 
At lant ic  Puff in,  Snowy Owl and 
European Turtle-dove. The chief driving 
forces are, as the paper’s editor-in-chief 
Tris Al l inson said, “ invariably of 
humanity’s making”. But that also 
means we can strive to reverse them.

1. Industrial Farming

The problem: More than a third of the 
earth’s land surface is dedicated to 
agriculture. We often think of farmland 
as an idyllic, natural landscape, but the 
expansion and intensification of farming 
impacts a massive 74% of globally 
threatened birds. Not only does it 
des t roy  much-needed hab i ta ts , 
especially in tropical regions, but some 
pesticides are poisonous to birds. 

A recent study from the USA found 

The top five threats to birds
One in eight bird species is in danger 
of extinction – but what are the main 

factors driving their decline? 
They might not be what you think. 

Read about the five biggest threats 
to bird biodiversity, and what’s 

being done to combat them

that migrating White-crowned Sparrows 
exposed to a class of pesticide known as 
neonicotinoids lost a quarter of their 
body mass and fat stores.

The solution: Luckily, it is possible to 
farm in a way that is sustainable and 
compatible with nature, while still 
earning a good livelihood. For example, 
BirdLife Cambodia works with IBIS rice, 
a non-profit organization which helps 
local farmers to grow wildlife-friendly 
organic jasmine rice. In exchange for not 
using pesticides or herbicides, and 
refraining from hunting or logging, 
farmers receive a premium price for their 
produce.

2. Logging

The problem: Since nearly two-thirds 
of species are found in forests, logging is 
a huge problem for birds. Many of these 
species cannot live outside of forests, 
and are unable to fly between remaining 
fragments. Logging is driven by a global 

Tim Lenz

ABOVE: Crop pesticides are poison to the 
White-crowned Sparrow in the USA
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ABOVE: Crop pesticides are poison to the 
White-crowned Sparrow in the USA
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demand for timber, paper and land on 
which to grow commodity crops and 
biofuels.

The solution: BirdLife is working 
hard to reverse this trend. We’re part of 
the ambitious Trillion Trees partnership 
to plant, protect and restore a trillion 
trees by 2050. We also coordinate the 
Asia-Pacific Forest Governance Project, 
which uses a mobile phone app to 

empower local people to monitor and 
manage their own rainforest.

3. Invasive Species

The problem: We’ve all heard of 
invasive species, but few people realise 
how harmful they are to birds. Over the 
last half-century, interlopers such as rats 
and mice have been responsible for 
more than 70% of bird extinctions. Birds 
on remote islands are especially 

susceptible to this threat, as 
they evolved with few natural 
predators.

The solution: BirdLife 
has identified 88 islands 
around the globe where 
highly threatened native bird 
species are in danger from 
i n v a s i v e  m a m m a l s .  I f 
e rad ica t ions  on  these 
islands are all successful, 
r o u g h l y  5 5  g l o b a l l y 
threatened bird species 
could be protected. And 

we’re already getting 
started with species such 
as the Rapa Fruit Dove 
on Rapa It i  and the 
Micronesian Scrubfowl 
on Kayangel Atoll, east of 
the Phillipines.

4. Hunting and trapping

The problem: The 
i l l e g a l  h u n t i n g  a n d 
capturing of birds can 
cause huge population 
plummets in a short 
space of time. One of the 
m o s t  h a r r o w i n g 
e x a m p l e s  i s  t h e 
Helmeted Hornbil l .  In 2015, this 
spectacular bird went from being listed 
as Near Threatened to Crit ically 
Endangered after hunters began 
targeting it for its highly sought-after 
solid “Red Ivory” casque.

The solution: One of the main ways 
to curb this danger is to change the law – 
or strengthen existing ones. Currently, 
155 bird species are protected by 
CITES, the i l legal wi ldl i fe trade 
convention. Several BirdLife partners 
are also working to prevent illegal 

ABOVE: Protesters in a forest in Poland. The logging of Poland's last primeval 
forest has recently been ruled illegal

Oboz Dla Puszczy

Island Conservation

BELOW:The Micronesian Scrubfowl is on the road 
to recovery thanks to rat removal on Kayangel Atoll 

hunting in their country. In Italy, 
Protezione Uccelli are using drones to 
survey illegal bird trapping. In Brazil, 
undercover agents infiltrated trading 
networks to stop the capture of the 
Lear’s Macaw  (Endangered).

5. Climate Change

The problem: So far, nearly a quarter 
of bird species studied globally have 
been negatively affected by climate 
change.  A l ready,  b reed ing  and 
migratory cycles are changing. A recent 
study found that warmer UK springs are 
causing caterpillar numbers to spike 
earlier, meaning that by the time many 
bird chicks hatch, there are not enough 
caterpillars to go around.

The solution: BirdLife’s Important 
Bird and Biodiversity Area network 
identifies vital natural areas that don’t 
just benefit birds. Many of these areas 
serve as carbon sinks, with trees and 
vegetation soaking up excess carbon in 
the atmosphere and helping to reduce 
the effects of climate change.

Margaret Sessa-Hawkins
BirdLife International
http://www.birdlife.org

ABOVE:The Helmeted Hornbill could be driven to 
extinction by hunting for its casque 

Bjorn Olesen

BELOW: The Pied Flycatcher 
has been having trouble adjusting 

to climate change
Pauline E
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1. Fill your garden (or balcony) with 
native plants

By planting flowers and shrubs that 
are native to your country, you're 
catering for native birds, while avoiding 
any problems with invasive species. 
Variety is key. Not only will birds feed on 
the plants themselves, but the more 
kinds of plant you introduce, the more 
species of insect they will attract – and 
the more birds you will see feasting on 
this deliciously varied buffet. Pesticides 
will kill off birds' natural prey and poison 
the food chain, so instead, let the birds 
act as natural pest control.

2. Know what to do with a chick on the 
ground

We know it's hard not to help a small, 
helpless bird outside of its nest. But you 

How to make life better for birds:
12 simple actions

As part of Year of the Bird, BirdLife International is encouraging 
nature lovers around the world to take small but meaningful actions 

every month that benefit nature. In this spirit, here are 12 simple steps 
you can encourage your friends and family to take 

to make the world a better place for birds

may be doing more harm than good. If 
the bird is hopping about, it's likely to be 
a fledgling, being fed and watched over 
by nearby parents until it has learned to 
fly. If it's definitely too young for that, try 
to put it back in its nest, if you can find it 
(and you can do so without damaging 
the nest). The parents won't abandon 
the chick if it smells of humans – that's 
just a myth. But if all else fails, the only 
place it should be taken away to is to an 
expert wildlife rehabilitation centre – 
don't try to raise it yourself.

3. Stop your cat from catching birds
This is a controversial one. People 

love their cuddly, purring companions – 
but the truth is that they are instinctive 
predators, who could be killing up to 3.7 
billion birds a year in the USA alone. 
Solutions range from putting a bell on 
your cat's collar, to enclosing an area of 
garden for your cat to roam (a “catio”), to 
keeping your cat indoors altogether. It's 
up to you, but these actions could save 
birds' lives – and keep your cat safer, too.

4. Install a bird box
Modern buildings may be warmer and 

drier, but one thing they tend to lack is 
convenient nesting holes. Nest boxes 
are the perfect solution, and come in all 
shapes and sizes depending on the 
species you want to attract. They're 
pretty simple to construct – but 
remember never to paint the insides. If 
you do, they may be too slippery for 

young birds to clamber out of when it's 
time to fledge – and it may be toxic, too. 
And if you must paint the outside, keep it 
a light colour to reflect the sun's heat – 
nobody wants to live in an oven.

5. Don't feed birds bread
We're sorry to ruin the age-old 

tradition of feeding bread to the ducks – 
but baked goods are no good for birds. 
Bread goes mouldy quickly, which can 
make birds ill. It's also the ultimate “junk 
food”, filling their stomachs without 
giving them the nutrients they require. 
And if thrown into water, it can feed huge, 
unsightly algal blooms that suffocate all 
other wildlife. Luckily, seeds, dried oats 
and chopped fruit and nuts all make 
excellent alternatives.

6. Provide water
Ponds attract a great variety of 

wildlife, which in turn attract a wealth of 
fascinating bird species for you to enjoy 
from your window. But even a bird bath 
will work wonders, while providing 
countless photo opportunities for the 
keen bird photographer. It only needs to 
be a few centimetres deep for the birds 
to drink and bathe – just make sure to 
clean it out once a week with a stiff 
brush, and if cats are lurking, put the 
bath on a pedestal.

7. Take part in a local bird count
February saw two big citizen science 

events in the form of the Big Garden 
Birdwatch, organised by the RSPB 
(BirdLife in the UK), and the Great 
Backyard Bird Count, headed by 
Audubon. Ordinary citizens had great 
fun recording their local birds, while 
providing scient ists with crucial 
information. And initiatives like this exist 
all over the world. There's even a 
continent-wide one in the form of 

EuroBirdwatch, organised by BirdLife 
Europe and Central Asia.

8. Put up a bird feeder
You don't need a garden or even a 

balcony for this – you can get bird 
feeders that stick to windows. They'll 
certainly make birds' lives better – but 
they'll make your life far more exciting, 
too. Watch in amazement as epic 
scandals, feuds and romances worthy of 
a soap opera play out before your eyes. 
And it needn't cost anything – you can 
even make a bird feeder from an empty 
plastic bottle (but remember to clean it 
out regularly).

9. Make your windows bird-safe
Nothing is more heartbreaking than 

hearing that familiar resonant boom, and 
running to find a dusty, bird-shaped 
imprint on your window. Sometimes the 
bird will survive – but often, it won't. 
Windows appear invisible to birds, or 
reflect an inviting vista of trees. Some 
particularly belligerent birds will even 
fight their own reflection. But no matter 
the reason, disaster can be averted by 
putting stickers or decorations (or bird 
feeders!) on your windows.

BELOW: An Amethyst Sunbird 
attracted by nectar-producing plants

Crystelle Wilson

ABOVE: A male Village Weaver 
on a tray with seeds in the garden 

Crystelle Wilson
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10. Clean up litter
Birds become tangled in string, plastic 

bags and other refuse, which can either 
kill them outright, or make them easy 
pickings for predators. Some even build 
litter into the fabric of their nests, which 
can be deadly to nestlings. They will also 
eat small pieces of plastic, mistaking 
them for food – and feed them to their 
chicks, sometimes with devastating 
consequences. Which leads us to our 
next point...

11. Say no to one-use plastics
The island of South Georgia in the 

Atlantic Ocean is over 800 miles from the 
nearest land, but plastic is still being 
found there. Throughout the Pacific 
Ocean, albatross chicks are being 
brought up in nests made of plastic. And 
a recent BirdLife expedition to the 
remote Mid-Atlantic Ridge discovered 
seabirds with stomachs stuffed full of this 
manmade polymer. Plastic litter gets 
washed down drains, or blown off landfill 

sites – the only solution is to use less of 
it.

12. Take your child birding
One moment in nature can spark a 

lifelong passion. Ask almost any bird 
lover how they got started, and they'll be 
able to single out a special encounter – 
no matter how small – that really opened 
their eyes to birds. In today's world, 
children are becoming increasingly 
separated from nature, and the health 
and happiness it provides. Be the one to 
change this trend. Inspire the young 
people in your life to become tomorrow's 
conservationists, who will carry our love 
for birds into the next generation.

Jessica Law 

To find out more about Year of the Bird, and to 
read exclusive articles from BirdLife, Audubon, 
National Geographic and The Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology, 
visit www.birdyourworld.org

BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS

Some observations on honeyguides 
and their hosts

CONTRARY to what many people 
believe, young honeyguides are not self-
sufficient when they leave the nest of 
their host species. Although seldom 
witnessed, honeyguide chicks are fed by 
their hosts after leaving the nest, for how 
long I do not know, but one would 
presume for a similar period as most 
other birds of the same size.  According 
to some literature, honeyguides leave 
the nest never to be fed by the hosts 
again. 

Over  many  years  o f  my  own 
observations, I have only ever seen 
Greater Honeyguide chicks being fed by 

two host species, Pied Starling and 
Banded Martin. Mostly, hole-nesting 
species are used as hosts, which is what 
both of these are. These Greater 
Honeyguide chicks are actually beautiful 
birds with dark backs and a white 
underside with a yellow breast, greyish 
ring around the eye and slight yellowish 
tinge to the head totally different in  – 
appearance to an adult male or female 
honeyguide.

The most recent observation on 7 
February 2018, was of a young Greater 
Honeyguide chick being fed by a 
Banded Martin near Sani Lodge 

Backpackers on the lower Sani Pass 
road. The chick sat in a dry tree giving a 
faint almost cricket-like call. The martin 
would spend several minutes over the 
nearby grassland foraging and then 
return to feed the chick several times. 
The martin would hover in front of the 
chick and feed it without perching, while 
on other occasions it would perch for a 
split second. I watched this over three 
days.

The Brown-backed Honeybird is a 

ABOVE:  An immature Greater Honeyguide

AT 07h00 on 5 April 2018, I heard the calls of Rose-ringed Parakeets flying high 
overhead. This is now a common occurrence in Glenwood, Durban, but this time the 
calls seemed a little more agitated and the reason was quickly revealed. 

In the flock of 13 parakeets, and flying in formation with them, was an immature 
Black Sparrowhawk. For the next three to five minutes, the parakeets and 
sparrowhawk took turns in chasing one another. First the sparrowhawk would make a 
futile attempt to catch a parakeet and then the tables would turn and the parakeets 
would mob the bird of prey. The roles must have changed at least ten times before the 
birds disappeared out of sight. 

I was surprised at how long the sparrowhawk persisted in its efforts. In mobbing 
the sparrowhawk, the parakeets never made contact like a drongo might, but rather 
two or three birds flew just behind it in tight pursuit, shrieking all the time.

Richard Boon
Glenwood

Learning to hawk for prey in the city

smal le r  paras i t i c  spec ies , 
originally known as a Sharp-billed 
Honeyguide. On 14 January 
2017, I witnessed a Wailing 
Cisticola feeding a young Brown-
backed Honeybird in protea veld 
at the base of the Sani Pass. 
Several times, I watched the 
Wailing Cisticola come to feed the 
honeybird while perched in a 
small dead protea lying in the 
grassland. On this occasion, I did 
not hear the chick, but it was no 
doubt calling.

It is interesting to note that 
when playing the sound of Brown-
backed Honeybird, I have seen a 
rather agitated response from 

other species such as Greater Double-
co l l a red  Sunb i rd  and  Card ina l 
Woodpecker, which may suggest that 
they could be hosts to this species in this 
area. Warwick Tarboton's Roberts Nests 
and Eggs of Southern African birds 
records cisticolas and prinias as being 
the most commonly used hosts.

Stuart McLean
Underberg

Stuart McLean
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White-eye complications 
north of the Tugela River

 THE nectar season is upon us so white-
eyes will become more noticeable, 
especially by the end of August when the 
Schotia brachypetala flowers begin to 
drip with nectar. Now is a good time to 
practice your skills and learn to separate 
Cape White-eyes from African Yellow 
White-eyes, as all is not as smooth 
sailing as you may think. 

According to SABAP data, African 
Yellow White-eyes are not recorded 
south of St Lucia, in spite of the 
observation by Walter Lawson published 
in the Natal Bird Club’s newsletter in 
1966. Green and Cape White-eyes are 
taxonomically lumped as one species 

these days.
Mtunzini has very few white-eyes (as 

with other small cup-nesting birds such 
as Paradise Flycatcher) because their 
nests are plundered by the ridiculously 
huge and out of control monkey 
population, resulting in their low 
breeding success.

Firstly, Cape White-eyes aren't all a 
standard greenish/yellow colour, some 
have  va ry i ng  amoun ts  o f  pa le 
grey/green on their bellies and others 
are noticeably yellowish making them 
deceptively like African Yellow White-
eyes. The bird pictured below is typical of 
an 'average' Cape White-eye with 

g r e e n / y e l l o w 
plumage and found 
mostly just west of 
the coastal littoral 
(eg in  Eshowe, 
Ongoye  Fo res t 
etc). The bird is 
f e e d i n g  o n 
S c h e f f l e r a 
umbellifera fruit.    

U n c o m m o n 
g rey i sh  be l l i ed 
forms may also be 

found but are more frequently seen just 
inland, e.g. in Eshowe and adjacent 
forests, but also sometimes also along 
the coast. 

Another bird photographed in 
Mtunzini is also a Cape White-eye, but it 
is a great deal yellower, so you'd be 
forgiven if you thought it was an African 
Yellow White-eye. Many of the white-
eyes along the coastal littoral in this area 
are similar to this individual

The important thing to note with all the 
Cape White-eyes is that the white eye-
ring is broken by a dark patch adjacent 
the black lores. African Yellow White-
eyes have unbroken white eye-rings.

If we now head up to the northern KZN 
coastal areas, eg. St Lucia northwards, 
you'll find a mix of both Yellow and Cape 

white-eyes, with the former probably 
more common than the latter. The two 
birds pictured above were both 
photographed on the same day at 
uMkhuze Game Reserve, and here the 
eye-ring differences show well. Also note 
that African Yellow White-eyes have 
noticeably shorter tails than Cape White-
eyes.

If you come across what you think are 
Yellow White-eyes south of Maphelane, 
please try and get a photograph of the 
bird(s). You may just find that Yellow 
White-eyes occur further south than the 
c u r r e n t  S A B A P  m a p  s h o w s !
I thank Greg Davies for supplying me 
with the Walter Lawson publication data.

Hugh Chittenden
Mtunzini

BELOW:  Cape White-eye

ABOVE: A SABAP map of the distribution of African Yellow White-eyes (left)
and an observation by Walter Lawson published 

in the Natal Bird Club newsletter in 1966 

ABOVE:  A Cape White-eye (left) and African Yellow White-eye (right).
Note the unbroken white ring around the eye and 

shorter tail in the Yellow White-eye

BELOW: A line-up of head comparisons. Cape White-eyes are in the top row and 
African Yellow White-eyes in the lower row

All pictures by Hugh Chittenden
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WITH exceptionally heavy downpours in 
February, the Siyayi river came down in 
flood, opening the estuary. Part of the 
spillage into the sea were fairly large 
numbers of tilapia (fresh water) and a 
few kite fish (marine species). Lorna 
Rautenbach alerted me to the gull feast 

It appears that the nutritional value of 
fish eyes is high. So, when the belly is 
full, eye-balls are apparently still worth 
swallowing.

Common Terns were also there in fair 
numbers in the afternoon. 

So, the next time you catch and filet a 
fish, don't just throw the eye-balls away!

Hugh Chittenden
Mtunzini

 Curious behaviour 
leads to gruesome discovery

ABOVE: The Siyayi watercourse, which runs between Twin Streams and 
Mtunzini, only reaches the ocean after extreme rainfall,

as its mouth is usually blocked by dunes at the Umlalazi beach

that was on the go, so I hurried down to 
the beach and witnessed something 
quite phenomenal.

There is nothing special about gulls 
catching and feeding on fish, but once I 
realised that what they were actually 
doing with the fish in that late stage in the 

morning, they had me reeling in shock!
After snapping some images, I 

noticed that many of the larger fish were 
simply taken to the nearest sandbank, 
p e c k e d  a t  f o r  a  s h o r t  w h i l e 
and then left abandoned.

 “Curiosity killed the cat,” as they say, 
so I waded through the water for a fish 
inspection. The first fish I found lying on 
the sand had no eyes! There must have 
been another ten in the vicinity where I 
was standing, all eyeless, some still alive 
and flopping around. I collected a 
number of them so a photo could be 
taken.

 I turned my attention once again to 
the gulls and their f ish-catching 
activities. It was then that I realised that 
none of them were really hungry.
Most of the smaller fish were being 
swallowed whole, but the larger fish (8 - 
12 cm), were being left. The gulls had 
over-fed, they were full. Only the eyes 
were now being fed on, the rest 
discarded.

ABOVE: Non-breeding Grey-headed Gulls with tilapia (left) and kite fish (right)

BELOW: A juvenile Kelp Gull with a tilapia

BELOW: These are some images of the eye-balls being removed. On the far right 
(gull standing upright), an eye-ball in the bill is about to be swallowed, 

and beneath a collection of fish without eye-balls is shown

ABOVE: Common Tern 
sharing in the feast

All pictures by Hugh Chittenden
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doing with the fish in that late stage in the 

morning, they had me reeling in shock!
After snapping some images, I 

noticed that many of the larger fish were 
simply taken to the nearest sandbank, 
p e c k e d  a t  f o r  a  s h o r t  w h i l e 
and then left abandoned.

 “Curiosity killed the cat,” as they say, 
so I waded through the water for a fish 
inspection. The first fish I found lying on 
the sand had no eyes! There must have 
been another ten in the vicinity where I 
was standing, all eyeless, some still alive 
and flopping around. I collected a 
number of them so a photo could be 
taken.

 I turned my attention once again to 
the gulls and their f ish-catching 
activities. It was then that I realised that 
none of them were really hungry.
Most of the smaller fish were being 
swallowed whole, but the larger fish (8 - 
12 cm), were being left. The gulls had 
over-fed, they were full. Only the eyes 
were now being fed on, the rest 
discarded.

ABOVE: Non-breeding Grey-headed Gulls with tilapia (left) and kite fish (right)

BELOW: A juvenile Kelp Gull with a tilapia

BELOW: These are some images of the eye-balls being removed. On the far right 
(gull standing upright), an eye-ball in the bill is about to be swallowed, 

and beneath a collection of fish without eye-balls is shown

ABOVE: Common Tern 
sharing in the feast

All pictures by Hugh Chittenden
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Interesting Wattled Crane observation

All pictures taken by Hugh Chittenden near Kosi Bay in mid-May 2018

One of our finest gamebirds

ABOVE: The downward hooked bill 
is used as a tool to dig out 

underground corms and bulbs
 – an important part of their diet

BELOW: The distribution of the 
francolins and feather details (right) 
and a juvenile Shelley's Francolin 

(left). Like most gamebird juveniles, 
they are impressively cryptic 
and difficult to locate once 
they have ducked for cover 

under the grass tufts

SHELLEY'S Francolin is an unobtrusive 
gamebird that is more often heard than 
seen. It is actually quite widespread in 
coastal KZN, but nowhere common, and is 
surprisingly not even mentioned by the 
Woodward brothers (discoverers of the 
Green Barbet) in their historical Natal Birds 
publication (1890). 

I have heard them within a few hundred 
meters of the outskirts of Mtunzini, and they 
are sometimes found close to human 
habitation, both along the coastal areas and 
further inland.

They require well-covered, fairly thick 
grassland and soon move away from over-
grazed areas. 

The birds were first described in 1890 
from a Zimbabwean specimen and named 
for the well known English naturalist George 
Shelley (1840 - 1910), who also had other 
birds such as Shelley's Sunbird named in 
his honour.

Once you've heard its distinctive “I'll drink 
YOUR beer” call, you'll probably never 
forget it, something to look forward to when 
you are near a patch of grassland (the call 
that is, not the beer!).

Hugh Chittenden 
Mtunzini)

ON 29 April this year, Trish 
Strachan and I were birding in 
the Himeville district. We were 
doing quite well, having started 
with a field of Grey Crowned 
Cranes, Southern Bald Ibis and 
Denham's Bustards, followed 
up by several good raptor 
sightings. 

At about 12h30, we stopped 
alongside a d is t r ic t  road 
overlooking some fields in front 
of a low ridge, when we heard 
the distinctive rattling honk of 
Wattled Cranes. 

We soon located four birds 
taking off from a nearby field 
and watched them climb higher 
as they flew along the ridge. At the end of 
the ridge, they turned and started 
climbing in large circles, having 
evidently found a thermal, but had 
stopped calling. We watched them for 
several minutes, soaring higher and 
higher in a tight group until they were 
about 200 m overhead. 

All four birds then called a couple of 
times and parted ways, one pair heading 

Steve Davis

ABOVE: Two pairs of Wattled Cranes circling 
together before flying off in opposite directions

east and the other pair heading west. We 
watched them until we could no longer 
see them, each heading straight in their 
chosen direction. We then speculated as 
to what the final communication was: 
goodbye, see you tomorrow? If only we 
could be Dr Doolittle!

Steve Davis
Glenwood

BIRD TRIP

I RECENTLY spent another three weeks 
in Indonesia, where I saw my usual 
favourite birds on early walks. 

No isy  Long- ta i led  Parakeets , 
Coppersmi th  Barbets,  a  Barred 
Buttonquai l ,  Pink-necked Green 
Pigeons, a Greater Coucal, White-
throated and Collared Kingfishers, 
Oriental Pied and Black Hornbills, Long-
tailed and Brown Shrikes, Common Iora, 
three species of bulbul, Olive-backed 
Sunbird, Oriental Pipit, starlings,  

Birding in Indonesia is not for the faint-hearted
munias  feeding on the grass just like our 
mannikins, and an interesting raptor that 
I can't ID till I get to spend time with Stan 
and Val Culley, as they have  done some 
birding in India. Early mornings brought  
the gentle cooing of the Zebra Doves,  
reminding me of Mauritius, with the 
penetrating  of the Large-Tailed chonk
Nightjar each evening.

We stayed in a manicured camp 
surrounding a wandering golf course, 
where the jungle vegetation and really 
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HONORARY RECORDER’S REPORT

NOTABLE among the late summer and 
early autumn rarities in KZN has been 
the large numbers of Lesser Moorhens, 
African Crakes and Dwarf Bitterns in 
Zululand, while some interesting gulls 
were seen in Durban.

RARITIES

HARLEQUIN QUAIL 
Coturnix delegorguei
KZN Rarity
Several, Mkhuze Game Reserve, 
14 February to 31 March 2018 
(SA Rare Bird News).
Seen at Tembe Elephant Reserve, 
16 December 2017, Simone Swiel 
(KZN Rarity accepted).

LEVAILLANT'S CUCKOO 
Clamator levaillantii
KZN Rarity
One, Spioenkop Nature Reserve, 
25 November 2017, D Weaver 
(KZN Rarity accepted).
Seen at Nambiti Private Game 
Reserve, Ladysmith, 16 January 2018, 
Eckhart Buchmann 
(KZN Rarity accepted).

AFRICAN CRAKE Crecopsis egregia
KZN Rarity
Two, Mkhuze Game Reserve, 
24 February 2018, Darren van Eyssen, 
24 February 2018, Nick Schaller (KZN 
Rarity accepted) and 17 March 2018 
(SA Rare Bird News).
One, Manyoni Private Game Reserve, 
1 March 2018 (SA Rare Bird News). 
One, near Winterton, 11 March 2018, 
Russell Warren.
One, Midmar Dam, 13 May 2018, 
Roger and Viv O'Neill.

LESSER MOORHEN 
Gallinula angulata

KZN Rarity
One, near Utrecht, 30 January 2018 
(SA Rare Bird News).
One, Mpempe Pan, Zululand, 
24-28 February 2018, Andre Bernon 
and others.
Three, Mkhuze Game Reserve, 
24 February 2018, Darren van Eyssen, 
24 February 2018, Nick Schaller 

Roger O’Neill

Georg and Karin Jacobs

ABOVE: African Crake, 
Midmar Dam, May 2018

BELOW: Lesser Moorhen,
Imfolozi Game Reserve, May 2018

huge trees have 
b e e n  l e f t 
untouched in all 
the gulleys and 
streams. I never 
did any proper bird 
trails. The jungle is 
h o t ,  s w a m p y , 
impenetrable and 
mosquito-riddled. 
Matt and I tried a 
forest trail but after 10 minutes I heard a 
rustle and a slither my son-in-law  – 
looked most relieved when I said “let's 
get out of here!”

The following morning I spied an 
enormous reticulated python curled in a 
tree where I was scanning for fruit bats.  
No bats, but there was probably one 
inside the python. Philippa just missed a 
cobra strike while cycling. Birding in 
Indonesia is not for the faint-hearted.

 Ordinary monkeys abound, with the 
occasional big Pigtail Macaque a bit 
scary, though I'm sure they are gentle. A 
delightful troupe of Black Langur 
monkeys chilled out in the trees. They 
have long, long tails and tiny snow-white 
babies. We never did see the gibbons,  
or howlers as they are named, but their 
eerie call can be heard far off in the early 
mornings, rather like a wolf. A monster 
lizard, called Biawak, elbows his way up 
to the road occasionally.

We flew to Balikpapan (you don't 
pronounce the k) in Kalimantan, a 
beautiful coastal city set on a wide river.  
The ladies go there to stock up on 
precious and semi-precious stones as 
there are mines in the hills. At a stall near 
the market, I have never been so close to 
so many carats in my life!

Indonesia is such a place of contrasts 
– the destruction of the environment by 
logging, and by slashing and burning for 
palm plantations, is the highest in the 

world. I am told the orangutans will be 
extinct in the wild within ten years. Yet we 
took a trip in the Mangrove Sanctuary on 
an old chug-chug wooden boat on the 
wide river, through amazing giant 
mangroves with huge root systems, to 
watch the Proboscis Monkeys swinging 
gaily in the trees and jumping in and out 
of the water. That is what it must have 
been like before western people arrived.

We went to Malacca in Malaysia,  
another town situated on river banks, 
where the Portuguese built a formidable 
fort in the 16th century to protect their 
spice trade,  followed by the Dutch. The 
Brits tried to get in on the act and hung on 
grimly to one of the Banda islands, only 
to have it swapped for a ‘useless’ piece 
of real estate across the ocean – it 
happened to be called Manhattan! I do 
like that story.

At Syd's Bar on the river, while sipping 
a Bintang beer (R36) and contemplating 
a glass of wine (R54) with our meal, I had 
my best bird sighting: a Great-billed 
Heron busy fishing for his lunch from the 
steps – successfully too – and joined by 
a Javan Myna, before they were both 
disturbed by the wash of a passing boat.  
Morton Strange in A Guide to the Birds of 
Indonesia, says of the heron, “Good 
views are rare of this solitary, shy bird.”

Sandy Olver
Scottburgh
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(KZN Rarity accepted)
and 17 March to 3 April 2018
(SA Rare Bird News).
Two, Kube Yini Private Nature 
Reserve, 28 February 2018, 
David and Andrew Taylor, 
24 March 2018, 
Digby Cyrus and 2 April 2018 
(SA Rare Bird News).
One, Imfolozi Game Reserve, 
14 March 2018 (SA Rare Bird News).
One juvenile, Imfolozi Game Reserve, 
14 May 2018, 
Georg and Karin Jacobs.

SPOTTED CRAKE Porzana porzana
KZN Rarity
One, Sappi Stanger 
1 and 7 February 2018 
(SA Rare Bird News) and 7 March 
2018, Jonty Tatz.

ALLEN'S GALLINULE Porphyrio alleni
KZN Rarity
Several, Muzi Pan and Ghost Mountain 
Inn, Mkuze, 24 
February 2018 
(SA Rare Bird News).

GREEN SANDPIPER 
Tringa ochropus
KZN Rarity
One, Ndumo Game 
Reserve, 
6 April 2018 (SA Rare 
Bird News).

PACIFIC GOLDEN 
PLOVER 
Pluvialis fluva
National Rarity
One, Mpempe Pan, 
Zululand, 
24 February to 5 
March 2018, 
Andre Bernon and 
others.

Two possible birds, Hluhluwe River 
floodplain, 1 April 2018 
(SA Rare Bird News).

CHESTNUT-BANDED PLOVER 
Charadrius pallidus
KZN Rarity
One, St Lucia estuary, 11 March 2018 
(SA Rare Bird News).
Seen at False Bay Park, 
22 January 2018, Jan Potgieter 
(KZN Rarity accepted).

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL 
Larus fuscus
National Rarity
One immature, Durban Bay, 
15 May 2018, David Allan and other 
members of BirdLife Port Natal on the 
monthly bay count. 

HARTLAUB'S GULL 
Chroicocephalus hartlaubii
KZN Rarity
One, Richards Bay, 13 February 2018, 
Digby Cyrus.

BELOW: Lesser Black-backed Gull,
Durban Bay, May 2018

FRANKLIN'S GULL 
Leucophaeus pipixcan
National Rarity
One, Durban Bay, 22 April 2018, 
Mark Liptrot.

HOODED VULTURE 
Necrosyrtes monachus
KZN Rarity
Seen south of Hluhluwe village, 
10 January 2018, J van den Heever 
(KZN Rarity accepted).

MONTAGU'S HARRIER 
Circus pygargus
KZN Rarity
One, Thurlow Nature Reserve, 
Midmar Dam, 11 February 2018 

(SA Rare Bird News).

DARK CHANTING GOSHAWK 
Melierax metabates
KZN Rarity
One, Manyoni Private Game Reserve, 
18 February 2018, Digby Cyrus.
One immature, Manyoni private game 
reserve, 7 March 2018, 
Crystelle Wilson.

AYRES'S HAWK EAGLE 
Hieraaetus ayresii
KZN Rarity
One, Richards Bay, 4 March 2018, 
Nada Crafford.
One, Teza Lake, 4 March 2018 and 
two on 21 and 31 March 2018 
(SA Rare Bird News).

ABOVE: Dark Chanting Goshawk (immature),
Manyoni private game reserve, March 2018

David Allan

Crystelle Wilson
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Red-footed Falcon
A number have been seen in 
the Drakensberg region earlier 
this year, including one on the 
Bushman's Nek road on 15 
February 2018, one at Sani 
Pass on 16 February 2018 and 
one near Himeville on 8 March 
2018, reported by Stuart 
McLean. 

Caveat: the sightings recorded 
here have been submitted 
directly to me or have been 
posted on the SABirdNet or SA 
Rare Bird News, and have not 
been vetted by any rarities 
committee for validation, unless 
otherwise noted. As such, the 
information presented here 
should be used wi th  due 
consideration.

Steve Davis: Honorary Recorder
031 205 4459, Fax: 031 273 1302, e-mail: sdavis@smri.org, 
59 Edmonds Road, DURBAN 4001

ABOVE: Red-footed Falcon,
Himeville, March 2018

KZN BIRDS No 54 KZN BIRDS No 54

July 2018                              32                                                                  33                                                July 2018    

One, Edgecliffe, Westville, 
21 January 2018, Garth Aiston 
(KZN Rarity accepted).

DWARF BITTERN Ixobrychus sturmii
KZN Rarity
One, Kumasinga hide, Mkhuze Game 
Reserve, 3 February 2018 
(SA Rare Bird News), 
19 February 2018, Dawie de Villiers, 
31 March 2018 (SA Rare Bird News) 
and 15 April 2018, Verna Roache.
One, Manyoni Private Game Reserve, 
first week of February 2018 
(SA Rare Bird News).
One, Kube Yini Private Game Reserve, 
11-18 February 2018, Digby Cyrus and 
2 April 2018 (SA Rare Bird News).
One, Ndumo Game Reserve

WHITE-BACKED NIGHT HERON 
Gorsachius leuconotus
KZN Rarity
One immature, Amanzimtoti Bird Park, 
24 March 2018, Mark Hardouin and 
27 March 2018, Peter McIntyre.
One immature, Bivane Dam, Vryheid, 
15 April 2018, Bob Williams.

ABDIM'S STORK Ciconia abdimii
KZN Rarity
Seen at Utrecht, 29 January 2018, 
Klaus Heyer (KZN Rarity accepted).

MONOTONOUS LARK 
Mirafra passerina
KZN Rarity
One, Mkhuze Game Reserse, 
17 March 2018 (SA Rare Bird News)

OUT-OF-RANGE SIGHTINGS

Yellow-billed Stork
One, Port Edward, 1 June 2018, 

Stan Culley.

African Openbill
One, Inanda Dam, 7 February 2018, 
Bart Fokkens.
One, Umbogavango Nature Reserve, 
9 February 2018, Tyron Dall.

Marabou Stork
One, New Hanover 3 February 2018 
(SA Rare Bird News).

Red-breasted Swallow
One, near Himeville, 8 March 2018, 
Stuart McLean.

OTHER SIGHTINGS

Southern Ground Hornbill
One, New Germany Sports Club, 
19 April 2018, Des Porter and 
25 April 2018, Daniel Loumeau.

White-fronted Bee-eater
Two, near Sani Pass, 22 May 2018, 
Stuart McLean and Pam Kleiman.

European Nightjar
A single bird was seen at Springside 
Nature Reserve in December 2017 by 
Oscar van Eysen, and was identified 
as the subspecies sarudnyi, coming 
from Kazakhstan.

European Honey Buzzard 
Fifteen sightings were reported from 
around KZN since the last report, from 
St Lucia, Port Shepstone, Phinda, 
Camperdown, Estcourt, Westville, 
Richards Bay, Mapelane, Midmar, Oribi 
Gorge, Bisley Valley, Muzi Pan, Sappi 
Stanger, Albert Falls and uMngeni 
Valley.

KZN RARITIES ACCEPTED

THE following KZN records have been accepted by the KZN Rarities Committee 
since the February 2018 Honorary Recorder's Report.

Stuart McLean

ADVERTISE IN KZN BIRDS, SEE PAGE 2
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committee for validation, unless 
otherwise noted. As such, the 
information presented here 
should be used wi th  due 
consideration.

Steve Davis: Honorary Recorder
031 205 4459, Fax: 031 273 1302, e-mail: sdavis@smri.org, 
59 Edmonds Road, DURBAN 4001

ABOVE: Red-footed Falcon,
Himeville, March 2018
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CLUB ACTIVITIES

BIRDLIFE PORT NATAL

MEMBERS PLEASE NOTE: Indemnity forms must be completed before every 
outing, and returned to the leader. Leaders, please send completed indemnity 
forms to John Bremner (johnandtot@telkomsa.net) for filing.
DIRECTIONS TO VENUES: Go to http://blpn.org/activities/directions-to-bird-
club-venues. If unsure, then ask the outing leader when you make contact to 
confirm your attendance.To reduce printing costs, directions will be given on the 
monthly reminder only.
OUTDOOR OUTINGS: Please don't forget to bring your tea/lunch baskets and 
socialise afterwards. Please note that many places now charge so take entrance 
money,  with you on any outing.Wild and/or Rhino Cards  
INDOOR MEETINGS are usually held on the second Wednesday evening of every 
month (except February and December) at 19h00 at the Westville Methodist Church, 
Jan Hofmeyr Road, Westville.  
KRANTZKLOOF BIRDS: Meetings are held at 09h30 on the second Tuesday of 
every second month at Krantzkloof Interpretive Centre and sometimes at the Kloof 
Methodist Church Hall.

Please make use of the opportunity to bird with like-minded people. 
Support the Sunday outings and weekends away as a lot of effort 

goes into putting them together

AUGUST
Saturday 4 August 07h00 – Bluff Nature Reserve with Elena Russell. Please 
confirm attendance, meeting time and place, elenarussell@telkomsa.net, 031 705 
2902. There is an entrance fee, Wild Card is accepted. A 45 ha wetland situated in 
coastal lowland with pan and hides. Bring chair coffee/tea and eats for a picnic 
afterwards.

Wednesday 8 August 19h00 – Indoor meeting. Our speaker is Arnia van Vuuren on 
Birds of the Karoo. Guaranteed to be a good evening. See you there.
Tuesday 14 August, 09h30 for 10h00 – Krantzkloof Interpretive Centre. Speaker is 
Ben Hoffman of the Raptor Centre. There is an entrance fee; tea and coffee are 
provided.
Wednesday 15 August 08h00 – Botanical Gardens with Sandi du Preez, 031 701 
4839 or 073 332 4431. After the walk, we will go to the tea garden for refreshments.                                                                         
Sunday 19 August – to be advised. 

SEPTEMBER
Saturday 1 September 06h00 – Tanglewood with Elena Russell, 031 705 2902, 
elenarussell@telkomsa.net. Meet at the bottom gate from 05h45 and we will all drive 
in together. Picnic tea at the Boathouse. It is important to meet at the gate before 
05h45 as the gate is then locked. Silver collection for the Hillcrest Conservancy.
Sunday 9 September 06h45 – SAPPI Hide with Rex Aspeling. Please contact Rex 
to confirm, rex.aspeling@gmail.com, 082 301 8177. We will meet at the picnic area 
past the hide at 06h45. The first 10 will go to the hide and the rest for a stroll around 
the dam and swop later. Afterwards tea/coffee in the picnic area. Good idea to take 
cushions as well as chairs, tea/coffee. 
Wednesday 12 September 19h00 – Indoor meeting at Westville Methodist Church, 
Jan Hofmeyr Road, Westville. Details to follow. See you there. 
Wednesday 19th September 07h30 – New Germany NR with Sandi du Preez,  031 
701 4839 or 073 332 4431. Grassland and forest birding. The wild flowers should be 
at their best this month! Entrance is free. Bring chair coffee/tea and eats for a picnic 
afterwards. Meet in the car park.

OCTOBER
Saturday 6 October 06h00 – Alverstone with Elena Russell. Meet in the car park. 
Please confirm attendance, meeting time and place, elenarussell@telkomsa.net, 
031 705 2902. Elena says the entrance fee is still R20 per person (I will collect the 
gate key on Friday). The parking is right near the gate so I can let people in, but by 
06h15, we will have started off walking at which stage the gate will be locked and late 
comers will be unable to gain access. There is a nice boma where we will have our 
picnic tea.
Tuesday 9 October 09h30 for 10h00 – Krantzkloof Interpretive Centre. Speaker is 
Nicolette Forbes on the Greatest Swamp on Earth. There is an entrance fee, tea and 
coffee will be provided.
Wednesday 10 October 19h00 – Indoor meeting at Westville Methodist Church, Jan 
Hofmeyr Road, Westville. Speaker to be arranged. See you there.
Saturday 13 October. 13h30 – BMCG with Rob Jamieson. Venue to be announced.
Wednesday 17 October 08h30 – African Bird of Prey Sanctuary with Lesley 
Frescura. Opening time is 08h30 and show time 10h30. There is a small coffee shop 
where toasted sandwiches and beverages are available. Normal ticket prices are 
R70 adult, R60 pensioner, R40 children under 12. For this outing adult prices are 
reduced to R65. The sanctuary is situated at Umlaas Road, next to the Lion Park, 031 
785 4382. Please let Lesley know beforehand if you wish to attend, so as to organize 
the adult price reduction.

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE

“Pretend you don’t notice him”

http://blpn.org/activities/directions-to-bird-club-venues/
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ON THE LIGHTER SIDE

“Pretend you don’t notice him”

http://blpn.org/activities/directions-to-bird-club-venues/


Marion and John. I understand there are new braai facilities so if you can make a 
donation towards the braai, all offers will be gladly accepted. Remember all are 
welcome, you don't have to pitch up at 06h00! But let us know if you are coming for 
catering purposes, otherwise there may not be enough to go around!
Saturday 8 December 13h30 – BMCG with Rob Jamieson. Venue to be 
announced.
Tuesday 11 December, 09h30 for 10h00 – Krantzkloof Interpretive Centre. 
Speaker to be arranged. There is an entrance fee, tea and coffee are provided.
Wednesday 12 December 07h30 – Paradise Valley with Sandi du Preez, 031 701 
4839 or 073 332 4431. Forest and riverine birding, Mountain Wagtails are always 
present. There is a small entrance fee and pensioners' rate. Bring chair, coffee/tea 
and eats for picnic afterwards.
Durban Pelagic Trips – with Niall Perrins. Provisional dates: 25 August, 

 15 September, 20 October, 17 November.

Thanks to everyone who contributes and leads our outings, we appreciate 
your dedication. Please consider joining the few volunteers and lead an outing 
at a venue of your choice. Contact John Bremner johnandtot@telkomsa.net.

 Sunday 28October – Nothing arranged as yet. If we have a venue and volunteer we 
will let you know.

NOVEMBER
Weekend away 2-4 November – Bahati Caravan Park with Jane and Mike 
Roseblade, email Jane at janette@mweb.co.za or Mike microse@mweb.co.za. 
Book directly with Bahati, Annelie Ihlenfeldt, annelieihlenfeldt@gmail.com, 072 190 
0224, informing them you are with the BLPN, then let Jane and Mike know you are 
coming. Bahati is a new caravan park in the Bushlands area in Hluhluwe. There are 
12 beautiful appointed, shady stands with plug points and water taps, four family 
ablutions with showers and a communal washing up area. Tents are also very 
welcome. There are also four separate caravan stands with en-suite and own 
kitchen, BBQ braai and fire pit. Guests can enjoy the swimming pool area with lapa, 
BBQ braai and fire pit. There is abundant bird and wild life around the camping sites 
and on the walking trails. Directions: Take the N2 north from Durban, travel north 
past Richards Bay towards Hluhluwe, take flyover turnoff R22, travel through 
Hluhluwe town, past four traffic circles. At the last traffic circle take second exit 
(Allen's Butchery), turning right onto D70 dirt road. Travel straight on for about five 
km and find Bahati entrance on right.
Saturday 3 November 06h00 – Shongweni with Elena Russell. Please confirm 
attendance, meeting time and place. 031 705 2902, elenarussell@telkomsa.net. 
Bring a picnic tea and chairs. Pay your entrance fee by card. Cash not accepted. Wild 
Cards accepted. Take the left road as you enter and park, meet in the parking at the 
Resource Centre.

 Wednesday 14November 19h00 – Indoor meeting at Westville Methodist Church, 
Jan Hofmeyr Road, Westville. End-of-year get together: maybe a quiz, maybe a 
speaker, maybe some other fun, come along and find out.

 Sunday 18 November 06h00 – Kwa-Ximba Conservancy with Dave Rimmer. 
Please confirm meeting time and place with Dave, daverimmer@mweb.co.za, 082 
453 7255. The outing to Kwa-Ximba will involve a walk along the southern banks of 
the uMngeni and Mgceweni Rivers. The plan is for everyone to meet at isiThumba 
Cultural Village on the uMngeni. There is a cost involved for the compulsory guide; 
we need a good turnout to reduce the cost to each attendee. 
Wednesday 21 November 07h30 – Glenholm NR with Sandi du Preez, 031 701 
4839 or 073 332 4431. This nature reserve is at the Kloof SPCA where the habitat 
features are grassland, scarp and the rare swamp forest. Grassland and forest 
birding. WESSA has recently built a new boardwalk over the wetter areas in the 
swamp forest. We will all meet in the first parking area, just past the little dam. If you 
need directions, please phone Sandi. Entrance is free. Bring chair coffee/tea and 
eats for a picnic afterwards.
Saturday 24 November is Birding Big Day. Make up a team and join in some 
serious birding or join in with one of the easier events organized.

DECEMBER
Saturday 1 December 06h00 – Springside with Elena Russell. Please confirm 
attendance, meeting time and place, 031 705 2902, elenarussell@telkomsa.net. 
Our Christmas outing grows from strength to strength. There will be a silver collection 
for the conservancy. Toasted cheese and tomato sarmies a-la our master chefs 
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PIETERMARITZBURG evening meetings are held at Woodgrove Retirement 
Centre on the second Tuesday of alternate months at 18h00. Howick evening 
meetings are held in the Ambers Auditorium in Amber Valley on the third Wednesday 
of the month at 18h00.  Entry R10 pp or by donation.
Committee:  Chair Peter Divall 033 239 5537, vice-chair Eve Hughes 033 330 2723, 
treasurer Viv O’Neill 083 464 7666, secretary Sally Cumming 072 119 4253, 
membership secretary Pam Nicol 071 247 3604, Rarities/SABAP2 Colin 
Summersgill 060 827 3785, conservation Karin Nelson 072 779 4219, e-Newsletter 
Rosemary Forrester 082 767 7366, evening meetings Sean Glynn 082 468 5805, 
Darvill project Ian Gordon 083 570 6782.
Bird ringing at Darvill, Karkloof Conservation Centre, Cedara, Hilton College:  
Contact Karin Nelson on 033 330 3027 or 072 779 4219.

Please contact the coordinator before an outing 
to confirm the time of meeting and other arrangements.

Coordinators of outings to private property must please phone 
the owner a week in advance to confirm the outing.

AUGUST
Sunday 5 – Morning outing to Darvill at 07h00. Gordon Bennett: 033 386 5555.
Tuesday 14 – Presentation in Woodgrove at 18h00 by Nicolette Forbes on “Birding 
and Research Trip to the Pantanal, Brazil”.
Wednesday 15 – Presentation in Ambers Auditorium at 18h00 by Tanya Smith on 
“Cranes in Africa: Ambassadors for landscape conservation”.
Sunday 19 – Morning outing to Doreen Clarke reserve in Hilton. Jane Irvine 
073 429 7142.
Wednesday 29 – Morning outing to Doreen Clarke reserve in Hilton. Eve Hughes 
082 872 4333.
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welcome, you don't have to pitch up at 06h00! But let us know if you are coming for 
catering purposes, otherwise there may not be enough to go around!
Saturday 8 December 13h30 – BMCG with Rob Jamieson. Venue to be 
announced.
Tuesday 11 December, 09h30 for 10h00 – Krantzkloof Interpretive Centre. 
Speaker to be arranged. There is an entrance fee, tea and coffee are provided.
Wednesday 12 December 07h30 – Paradise Valley with Sandi du Preez, 031 701 
4839 or 073 332 4431. Forest and riverine birding, Mountain Wagtails are always 
present. There is a small entrance fee and pensioners' rate. Bring chair, coffee/tea 
and eats for picnic afterwards.
Durban Pelagic Trips – with Niall Perrins. Provisional dates: 25 August, 

 15 September, 20 October, 17 November.

Thanks to everyone who contributes and leads our outings, we appreciate 
your dedication. Please consider joining the few volunteers and lead an outing 
at a venue of your choice. Contact John Bremner johnandtot@telkomsa.net.

 Sunday 28October – Nothing arranged as yet. If we have a venue and volunteer we 
will let you know.

NOVEMBER
Weekend away 2-4 November – Bahati Caravan Park with Jane and Mike 
Roseblade, email Jane at janette@mweb.co.za or Mike microse@mweb.co.za. 
Book directly with Bahati, Annelie Ihlenfeldt, annelieihlenfeldt@gmail.com, 072 190 
0224, informing them you are with the BLPN, then let Jane and Mike know you are 
coming. Bahati is a new caravan park in the Bushlands area in Hluhluwe. There are 
12 beautiful appointed, shady stands with plug points and water taps, four family 
ablutions with showers and a communal washing up area. Tents are also very 
welcome. There are also four separate caravan stands with en-suite and own 
kitchen, BBQ braai and fire pit. Guests can enjoy the swimming pool area with lapa, 
BBQ braai and fire pit. There is abundant bird and wild life around the camping sites 
and on the walking trails. Directions: Take the N2 north from Durban, travel north 
past Richards Bay towards Hluhluwe, take flyover turnoff R22, travel through 
Hluhluwe town, past four traffic circles. At the last traffic circle take second exit 
(Allen's Butchery), turning right onto D70 dirt road. Travel straight on for about five 
km and find Bahati entrance on right.
Saturday 3 November 06h00 – Shongweni with Elena Russell. Please confirm 
attendance, meeting time and place. 031 705 2902, elenarussell@telkomsa.net. 
Bring a picnic tea and chairs. Pay your entrance fee by card. Cash not accepted. Wild 
Cards accepted. Take the left road as you enter and park, meet in the parking at the 
Resource Centre.

 Wednesday 14November 19h00 – Indoor meeting at Westville Methodist Church, 
Jan Hofmeyr Road, Westville. End-of-year get together: maybe a quiz, maybe a 
speaker, maybe some other fun, come along and find out.

 Sunday 18 November 06h00 – Kwa-Ximba Conservancy with Dave Rimmer. 
Please confirm meeting time and place with Dave, daverimmer@mweb.co.za, 082 
453 7255. The outing to Kwa-Ximba will involve a walk along the southern banks of 
the uMngeni and Mgceweni Rivers. The plan is for everyone to meet at isiThumba 
Cultural Village on the uMngeni. There is a cost involved for the compulsory guide; 
we need a good turnout to reduce the cost to each attendee. 
Wednesday 21 November 07h30 – Glenholm NR with Sandi du Preez, 031 701 
4839 or 073 332 4431. This nature reserve is at the Kloof SPCA where the habitat 
features are grassland, scarp and the rare swamp forest. Grassland and forest 
birding. WESSA has recently built a new boardwalk over the wetter areas in the 
swamp forest. We will all meet in the first parking area, just past the little dam. If you 
need directions, please phone Sandi. Entrance is free. Bring chair coffee/tea and 
eats for a picnic afterwards.
Saturday 24 November is Birding Big Day. Make up a team and join in some 
serious birding or join in with one of the easier events organized.

DECEMBER
Saturday 1 December 06h00 – Springside with Elena Russell. Please confirm 
attendance, meeting time and place, 031 705 2902, elenarussell@telkomsa.net. 
Our Christmas outing grows from strength to strength. There will be a silver collection 
for the conservancy. Toasted cheese and tomato sarmies a-la our master chefs 

July 2018                    36                                                                

KZN BIRDS No 54 KZN BIRDS No 54

37                                               July 2018                                                                

BIRDLIFE KZN MIDLANDS

PIETERMARITZBURG evening meetings are held at Woodgrove Retirement 
Centre on the second Tuesday of alternate months at 18h00. Howick evening 
meetings are held in the Ambers Auditorium in Amber Valley on the third Wednesday 
of the month at 18h00.  Entry R10 pp or by donation.
Committee:  Chair Peter Divall 033 239 5537, vice-chair Eve Hughes 033 330 2723, 
treasurer Viv O’Neill 083 464 7666, secretary Sally Cumming 072 119 4253, 
membership secretary Pam Nicol 071 247 3604, Rarities/SABAP2 Colin 
Summersgill 060 827 3785, conservation Karin Nelson 072 779 4219, e-Newsletter 
Rosemary Forrester 082 767 7366, evening meetings Sean Glynn 082 468 5805, 
Darvill project Ian Gordon 083 570 6782.
Bird ringing at Darvill, Karkloof Conservation Centre, Cedara, Hilton College:  
Contact Karin Nelson on 033 330 3027 or 072 779 4219.

Please contact the coordinator before an outing 
to confirm the time of meeting and other arrangements.

Coordinators of outings to private property must please phone 
the owner a week in advance to confirm the outing.

AUGUST
Sunday 5 – Morning outing to Darvill at 07h00. Gordon Bennett: 033 386 5555.
Tuesday 14 – Presentation in Woodgrove at 18h00 by Nicolette Forbes on “Birding 
and Research Trip to the Pantanal, Brazil”.
Wednesday 15 – Presentation in Ambers Auditorium at 18h00 by Tanya Smith on 
“Cranes in Africa: Ambassadors for landscape conservation”.
Sunday 19 – Morning outing to Doreen Clarke reserve in Hilton. Jane Irvine 
073 429 7142.
Wednesday 29 – Morning outing to Doreen Clarke reserve in Hilton. Eve Hughes 
082 872 4333.



SEPTEMBER
Saturday 1 – Birdlife KZN Forum at WESSA, Howick at 08h30.
Sunday 2 – Morning outing to Darvill at 06h30. Gordon Bennett 033 386 5555.
Sunday 16 – Morning outing to Benvie in the Karkloof. There is an entry fee of R50 
pp. Ian Gordon 083 570 6782.
Wednesday 19 – Presentation in Ambers Auditorium at 18h00 by Tammy Caine on 
“Vultures in Crisis”.
Wednesday 26 – Morning outing to Benvie in the Karkloof. There is an entry fee of 
R50 pp. Meet at the Amber Ridge car park at 07h00 to arrange transport. Sean Glynn 
033 239 0684 or 082 468 5805.

OCTOBER
Sunday 7 – Morning outing to Darvill at 06h30. Gordon Bennett 033 386 5555.
Tuesday 9 – Presentation in Woodgrove at 18h00 by Matthew Bekker “Watching 
over Wattled Cranes ”.
Wednesday 17 – Presentation in Ambers Auditorium at 18h00 to be confirmed.  
Sunday 21 – An outing to the property, Owl and Elephant Lodge, near Weenen. Drive 
past Weenen Game reserve and at the T junction turn right on the Weenen/Muden 
road. Drive through Weenen, cross the Bushman's River and drive up a hill for 1 km. 
The property is on the right-hand side of the road. It is a large thatched roofed home. 
Coordinator Eve Hughes 033 330 2723 or 082 872 4333.
Wednesday 31 – An outing to the property, Owl and Elephant Lodge, near Weenen. 
See directions above. Meet at the Greendale Shopping centre at 06h30. Those who 
want to park their cars there, please leave them near the bottle store at the bottom of 
the car park. Coordinator Drummond Densham 033 330 4039 or 083 321 7959.

NOVEMBER
Sunday 4 – Morning outing to Darvill at 06h00. Gordon Bennett 033 386 5555.
Saturday 17 – A day outing to Ingula Pump station near Harrismith where we will be 
hosted by Carina Coetzer. We will be taken to the various birding hotspots in the 
vicinity of the pump station. The cost will depend on the number of people in the 
group. Please contact the coordinator before 12 November so Eskom can be 
informed of how many people will be attending. We plan to bird until about 12h00. 
Bring your own tea and lunch. Meet at Greendale Shopping Centre at 05h30 to 
organise the transport. Eve Hughes 033 330 2723 or 082 872 4333.
Wednesday 21 – Presentation in Ambers Auditorium at 18h00 by Rick Nuttall on 
“Feathers in the Life of Birds”.

DECEMBER
Sunday 2 – Morning outing to Darvill at 06h00. Gordon Bennett 033 386 5555 or 
072 875 1436.
Sunday 9 – Christmas braai at Hilton College. Meet at the main gates of the college 
to join in the early morning birding at 07h00. Those who want to come later, must 
phone the coordinator to get the code for the gate. There is an entry fee of R30 pp 
payable to the coordinator.  Bring your food, drinks, chairs and tables, family and 
friends to celebrate a good year of birding with like-minded people. Peter Divall 033 
239 5537 or 083 263 4169.

KZN BIRDS No 54 KZN BIRDS No 54

July 2018                 38                                                               39                                                July 2018                                                              

BIRDLIFE TROGONS

PLEASE note all outings are on the second and fourth Sunday of the month unless 
otherwise stated. They are advertised in the South Coast Herald, South Coast Fever 
and The Rising Sun a few days prior to each event. The venues and dates of outings 
may be changed at short notice; please check www.birdlifetrogons.blogspot.com for 
updated information or phone Hazel van Rooyen on 072 355 8837 for further details.

www.birdlifetrogons.blogspot.com

BIRDLIFE ZULULAND
 For information or details check out the website:  www.birdlifezululand.co.za

10 June 07h00 – Empisini NR
24 June 07h00 – Mpenjati NR
8 July 07h00 – Burchell's Coucal Ecotrail
22 July 07h00 – Skyline NR & Uvongo River Conservancy
12 August 07h00 – Umbogavango NR, Amanzimtoti
26 August 07h00 – TC Robertson NR, Scottburgh (to be confirmed)
9 September 06h30 – Umtamvuna NR, Beacon Hill
23 September 06h30 – Vernon Crookes NR
14 October 06h30 – Mtentu Drive
28 October 06h30 – Eston Sugar Mill
11 November 06h30 – Culley Dam
25 November 11h30 – Christmas lunch
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