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CHAIR’S CHIRPS

AN interesting 
Facebook page 
b y  H e i d i  L e e 
S m i t h ,  c a l l e d 

“Joinmymission”,  is well worth joining to 
read the latest on plastic waste and what 
is being done about it both in South 
Africa and elsewhere.

In the Pennington Conservancy the 
Impithi Beach Kiosk is working towards 
being plastic free. Their take-away 
containers are fully biodegradable,  
made from sugar cane pulp, and are also 
recyclable as paper. They no longer 
serve any drinks with straws. Paper 
straws, not plastic, are available on 
request. They encourage all their 
patrons to help save our environment 
and our oceans from the destruction 
caused by the irresponsible use of 
plastic. For anyone visiting the area, the 
kiosk is an excellent stopover, with 
home-cooked meals, a whale watching 
deck and vibrant posters on the ecology 
and birds of the region.

Umdoni Forest has now become the 
home of the local Saturday Park Run, 
which is extremely popular. However, 
the conservancy chair and I are 
saddened by the trails cut through the 
forest to open it up for the five kilometre 
track. We feel it is detrimental to the 
birdlife and to the peace of the forest 
which has been preserved for so long. It 
will be interesting to see whether our 
species lists drop in numbers on our next 
club outing there.  

On the subject of species lists, on 14 
January 2018, six members went on a 
club outing to Ingeli Forest to check on 
swallows and to Harding Dam for the 
summer CWAC count. There was not a 
swallow of any description to be seen! 
And the dam was a disaster  –  so many 

fishermen on the one bank that they 
couldn't get near, while a jet ski started 
up on the other side! The count was 50 
birds from 18 species. I will put the 
dilemma to Forum: Do we abandon 
Harding Dam as a site? Do we only go on 
a week day? Do they still need the count 
to gauge the impact of human activity on 
the water birds?

I urge readers to look at the BirdLife 
Trogons blogspot to see the excellent 
accounts of our outings by our dedicated 
s e c r e t a r y,  H a z e l  v a n  R o o y e n , 
a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  w o n d e r f u l 
photographs.

We had some good outings towards 
the end of 2017, mostly enjoyed by only 
a few members, but still worthwhile – 
and the birds didn't notice!

Hazel van Rooyen

BELOW: Rudd’s Lark, 
Wakkerstroom, November 2017

CAMERAS are no longer used solely to 
take pretty pictures of birds. They have 
become an indispensible tool in birding, 
along with binoculars, and the field guide 
and  listing applications on your cellphone.

In the scientific world camera-traps have 
long played a valuable role. The exciting 
discovery of White-winged Flufftails  with 
chicks in a South African wetland is the 
most recent proof of how the use of this 
equipment can benefit research (see p10). 

Ordinary birders, equally, can use 
cameras to great effect. Out in the field, 
images don’t have to be text-book perfect 
to help in reaching a definite conclusion as 
to the identity of a bird fleetingly seen 
before disappearing out of view.

Back at home, while studying one’s 
pictures, it sometimes reveals interesting 
information or observations that can raise 
questions. Disease, old injuries and bird 
behaviour are some of the observations 
reported in this issue (see pages 15-19).

Using a camera as a birding tool not only 
adds another dimension to birdwatching, 
but also can contribute greatly to our 
knowledge about birds. Please send in 
your observations to the address published 
below.

Crystelle Wilson
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On 24 September we 
visited Skyline NR and 
U v o n g o  R i v e r 
Conservancy  w i th  37 
species, including White-
eared Barbet at Uvongo, 
which may be the furthest 
south we have seen it.

Vernon Crookes on 8 
October was a delight with 
its wild flowers. I maintain 
one sees just as many bird 
species on the road up to 
the gate. We took it slowly, 
stopping often, and noted 
51 species, including Red-
f a c e d  C i s t i c o l a  a n d 
Brimstone Canary, before 
the entrance, and added another 26 
within the reserve, which included a 
Drakensberg Prinia.

On 22 October the club had the usual 
successful day, with 23 members  
enjoying the Culleys’ hospitality at their 
dam after a walk along the Umtamvuna 
River at the Old Pont. The combined 
species list reached 59.

We tried a new venue for the club,  
Burchell's Coucal Eco Trail near Illovo, 
on 12 November. This was well worth it, 
with 62 species.

From 20-24 November 10 members 
had a great time at Wakkerstroom. Yes, 
they did go out with Lucky Ngwenye; yes,  
they did find five lark species,  including 
Rudd's; and yes, everyone got a lifer,  
even Stan!

Christmas lunch was celebrated on 26 
November at San Lameer. It was so 
successful  that we will probably repeat 
the experience: good venue, good 
selection of delicious dishes, good price, 
and of course,  good company! 

On Saturday 20 January 2018 Hazel 
Nevin and I attended a workshop at 
Winklespruit facilitated by Ian Gordon,  
coordinator for SABAP2 in KZN, and 

Adam Cruickshank from BirdLife Port 
Natal.

Adam talked on the Sapphire Coast 
birding route from Athlone Park to the 
Mpambinyoni River at Scottburgh and 
their plans to establish an interest group 
centered in Toti under the auspices of 
BirdLife Port Natal. Ian promised 
(threatened?) to visit the entire South 
Coast in 2018, encouraging existing 
atlasers and getting new recruits. He 
explained the value of citizen scientists 
and showed those present how to join 
and submit their species lists to 
SABA P 2 .  Th e y  a l s o  e x p l a i n e d  
BirdLasser and helped folk download 
the app onto their phones before moving 
to the Coucal Trail at Illovo for practical 
demonstrations. The 20 birders who 
attended agreed it was a useful 
workshop.

The species list for Stan and Val 
Culley's property at Port Edward now 
stands at 246, with the smaller dam 
tilapia-free and water-lily-full. Three new 
species since Christmas 2017 are 
Osprey, Yellow-billed Egret and Red-
chested Flufftail. There are plenty of 
young birds around, including Yellow-

billed Duck, Black Crake and Egyptian 
Goose. The larger dam will take a lot of 
work to clear, so they need a fairly dry 
winter. Hopefully the Osprey will help 
with  the tilapia!

BirdLife Trogons covers such an 
extensive area, from Port Shepstone to 
Scottburgh, that we cannot stretch to 
having indoor meetings and lectures. 
However we really welcome visitors to 
our outings which are held twice a 
month. 

Sandy Olver
sandra111@scottburgh.co.za

ABOVE: Red-capped Lark, 
Wakkerstroom, November 2017

Hazel van Rooyen

WE certainly got off to an exciting start in 
the region with no less than three rare 
bird sightings, one of which was a mega 
twitch: the infamous Lesser Frigatebird 
which provided birders with a good few 
days of activity before the strong winds 

blew it north. 
Those who made the trip were treated 

to awesome close-up photographic 
opportunities whilst it harassed terns 
and gulls. One visiting birder even 
managed a magnificent photo taken with 
his cell phone. This rarity also made the 
news in our local newspaper.

Apart from this find, we have been 
blessed with sightings of both the Little 
Bittern and Allen's Gallinule at the Weir 
in Richards Bay and a pair of Black 
Coucals found in the Mtunzini area. Our 
Richards Bay pentad now stands at 332 
bird species. 

Our first outing of the year “around 
Richards Bay” (for obvious reasons) 
attracted a good turnout with at least 
three new birders joining us. 

We are looking forward to greater 
birding opportunities as the months go 
by and encourage anyone in KwaZulu-
Natal to join us on one of our outings. 

Carole Hills
082 465 6966 

BELOW: Lesser Frigatebird, Richards Bay, January 2018
Kevin Westermann
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HERE we are at the start of another year.  
I sincerely hope that it will be a good year 
for all our club members and that your 
birding will be fruitful and rewarding.

BirdLife KZN Midlands has been very 
active in January 2018, with CWAC and 
CAR counts being completed. Special 
thanks to all those who assisted with 
these counts. Despite having had some 
rain in the Midlands, there are areas 
which are still quite dry and this has 
probably affected the numbers of birds 
that are usually found in the areas 
surveyed.  The levels of Midmar and 
Spring Grove dams continue to rise, but 
Albert Falls Dam continues to drop as 
there is very little inflow and water is 
being released.  Hopefully there will be a 
turn-around in the next few weeks.

BLKZNM membership has remained 
pretty constant this past year. Some 
members have sadly passed on, others 
relocated to other towns, but we have 
gained new members which I welcome 
to the Midlands birding fraternity.

An exciting programme of speakers 
and outings has been arranged for the 
next four months. Please join us for the 
monthly Howick talks which are held in 
the  Ambers  Aud i tor ium and the 
Pietermaritzburg talks which are held 
every two months at Woodgrove 
Retirement Village.

A special request to those who wish to 
attend our outings. Please do give the 
outing leader a call to confirm your 
attendance and check on meeting time, 
etc., and, if you have to cancel at the last 
minute, please let the leader know so 
that they do not wait for you to arrive at 
the departure point.  

By the time this article is published we 
would have held our AGM, but I would 
like to express my thanks to our 
committee and members for all their 
support during the past year.

Peter Divall
083 263 4169

Curlew

She dips her bill in the rim of the sea.
Her beak is the ellipse 
of a world much smaller 
than that far section of the sea's 
circumference.  A curve enough to calculate 
the field's circle and its heart 
of eggs in the cold grass.

All day while I scythed my territory 
out of nettles, laid claim to my cantref, 
she has cut her share of the sky. Her song 
bubbles long as a plane trail from her savage 
mouth.
I clean the blade with newspaper.  Dusk blurs
circle within circle till there's nothing left
but the egg pulsing in the dark against her ribs.
For each of us the possessed space contracts
to the nest's heat, the blood's small circuit.

– Gillian Clarke

WE in KwaZulu-Natal are so lucky that 
the rains have been good to us this past 
summer whilst the western part of the 
country suffers horrific drought. It seems 
that the authorities had hoped that it 
would all go away, but instead D-day 
looms and from all parts of the country 
lorries loaded with bottled water plough 
the roads to Cape Town and Port 
Elizabeth.

Where does that water come from? 
Hats off to the heroes organising water 

for the shelter animals, hospitals, 
children, schools, and to the innovators 
and thinkers inventing many ways to 
conserve water, as we deal with climate 
change, being a water-scarce country 
where we need to provide water to the 
present population. Let us never forget 
our birds and the fresh water in the bird 
bath, which they rely on so much.

This will be a shorter chirp, as BLPN 
will hold its AGM on 17 February, to be 
followed by Forum on 25-26 February.  
However you will find most photographs 
and reports of our outings on the website 
–  do go and look at  the super 
photographs taken by both older and 
younger members.

OUTINGS
These have continued to grow in 

popularity. Thanks to Terry Walls for 
joining Elena Russell in organising and 
leading the monthly Saturday morning 
outing. This will allow Elena to do only six 
outings every year as she and Terry will 
now share their organisation.  

Unfortunately we have had no 
volunteers to organise our popular 
weekends away, but perhaps people 
may decide to organise the odd one or 
two.  We do need more Sunday 
organisers and leaders, so if you think it 
may be for you, please contact our 
activities organiser, John Bremner, at 
johnandtot@telkomsa.net. John will 
probably be relocating at the end of the 
year, which is very sad for us, so if you 
think running the activities might be up 
your street, please contact him, and join 
our committee now.

During the last six months of 2017 our 
club enjoyed outings to New Germany 
NR, Stainbank NR, Botanical Gardens, 
Empisini, Oribi Gorge NR, Tanglewood, 
Sappi Stanger hide, Burman Bush, 
Alverstone, Msinsi NR, Paradise Valley 
N R ,  S h o n g w e n i ,  K w a X i m b a 

Conservancy, Priscilla Vale Farm, 
Spr ings ide NR,  Westv i l le  Tra i l , 
Umbogavango, Amanzimtoti  Bird 
Sanctuary and Bisley Valley NR. As 
Elena would say – not too shabby.

Jenny Norman organised a Mini 
Birding Day on 24 September – the 
weather was not good, but the day was 
enjoyed by those present. A weekend 
away  was  o rgan ised  fo r  24-26 
November at Sand Forest Lodge. A huge 
thank you must go to Cheryl and John 
Bevan for having organised weekends 
away for the club, and we wish them all 
the best.  

INDOOR MEETINGS 
It is becoming a little more difficult 

ge t t ing  f i rm commi tments  f rom 
speakers, and although the numbers of 
people attending stay at an acceptable 
number, it would really be good if more 
attended to listen to the speakers who 
bring us such interesting information and 
perspectives on what is happening in the 
birding world. 

Over the past year we have had 
fascinating evenings with presentations 
of  members'  photographs, Jean 
Senogles' monkey talk, which brings an 
informed perspective to the club, where 
monkeys are often blamed for all the 
predation on nests, Nomusa Mkhungo's 
visit to Borneo, Herman Bos and his rich 
array of photographs taken in various 
reserves and wild places, and Steve 
Davis ending the year with a much-
enjoyed bird quiz. 

January blew in with Joni Porter from 
uShaka's presentation on plastic nurdles 
– an unsettling look at the pollution in our 
oceans.

Krantzkloof Birds' morning talks on 
the second Tuesday every two months 
always attract an enthusiastic audience.  
On  day of great floodsa , Karin and Craig 
Nelson of Howick had to battle the 
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Curlew
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elements to ensure that the audience 
hear their fascinating account of their 
various southern African trips. The year 
ended on a high note when Tristan 
Dickerson informed us of the big cat 
trade in skins, and his efforts to get 
people to rather wear faux skins which 
look extremely similar to the real thing.

EDUCATION
Lesley and Arnia were invited by 

CROW to the Kenneth Stainbank NR on 
13 December to take the young people 
out to see birds and then talk a little about 
them. Our education programme has 
dwindled for lack of volunteers, so 
please, if any members would like to join 
us in these very rewarding initiatives, 
contact either of us.

Adam Cruickshank did a great job in 
Toti with his outing in December and the 
BirdLasser workshop in the same month. 
With his enthusiasm, he is attracting 
youn r people to birds and birding and ge
assists in other BLPN matters. The 
brochure for the highly successful bird 
course organised for 10 February was 
designed and paid for by Toti members, 
and it has brought so many participants 
that we have had to have a cut-off date 
and organise another similar workshop 
for later in the year.

CALENDARS
We had quite a few calendars left over 

in 2017, so we decided to reduce our 
print run this year. However our 
members and friends continued their 
unstinting support, and we ran out of 
2018 calendars in December. We have 
decided to increase the print run for the 
2019 calendars and once again 
photographer and member, Hugh 
Chittenden, and layout artist and editor, 
Crystelle Wilson, are combining their 

talents for the benefit of  our club. Thank 
you to Frankie Berghorst who has kept 
her finger on the finance side. The 
money raised this year has gone to 
supporting Dr Shane McPherson and his 
Crowned Eagle work, as well as support 
for other organisations that rehabilitate 
birds.

GENERAL
Mark Anderson, the CEO of BirdLife 

South Africa, will be the guest speaker at 
our AGM on 17 February at the Palmiet 
NR. He is due to inform us about the 
changes at BLSA and their very specific 
vision of conservation of our avian 
species.

We would love to see more members 
join our committee in 2018 – specifically 
we need a secretary. Janet Levy has 
been helping out since Rowena's 
departure, but is not available after the 
AGM. We love to organise events for our 
club members, but it is unfair to expect 
the few to do this. 

I do hope that some of our members 
have visited Roy Cowgill's memorial 
bench in the Kenneth Stainbank NR. It 
has a beautiful grassland view and a few 
minutes spent there in nature is time well 
spent. It is a year since he left us, and 
visiting there is a small token of our 
respect for all he did for the club. 

We are proud to belong to BirdLife 
International through BLSA. In Africa it is 
a part of a global partnership of non-
governmental organisations striving to 
conserve birds, their habitats and  
biodiversity. Every South African 
member contributes in a small way, with 
a part of their membership fee being a 
donation to BLI.

Lesley Frescura
083 231 3408

WE got to know Ivan Pickles when he 
and his son, Andrew, travelled from their 
home on the South Coast and stayed 
with us at Mt Moreland north of Durban 
in order to do the very popular ringing 
demonstrations at Lake Victoria, South 
Africa's largest Barn Swallow roost, now 
an IBA site. This was in the late 2000's 
and in the face of the development of the 
new King Shaka Airport. The ringing was 
an important part of the Lake Victoria 
Conservancy's plan to heighten public 
awareness of the roost and the plight of 
the swallows in respect of the airport.

 Ivan was an honest-to-goodness, 
salt-of-the-earth type man – quiet and 
dependable. After losing his wife in 
middle age, not only did Ivan and 
Andrew work together in their electrical 
business, but Ivan became Andrew's 
right hand man when it came to following 
Andrew's passion for birding and more 
specifically, bird ringing. 

They worked methodically and like 
clockwork together – putting up the nets; 
waiting for the birds; patiently and gently 
disentangling them from the netting; 
taking down the nets and then, at Mt 
Moreland where the birds were caught 
just before roosting time at sunset, often 
working late into the night weighing, 
measuring and tagging each bird. 

On occasion they assisted in the work 
of visiting bird scientists from South 
Africa and Europe. Ivan took all this in 
his stride, holding true to his and 
Andrew's sound ringing routine. In his 
own way, Ivan made a considerable 
contribution to birding through his work 
with Andrew. Together they documented 
not only Mt Moreland's Barn Swallows, 
but countless other bird species.

Out of all their visits to Mt Moreland, 

there is one occasion that stands out. It 
was the only time our quiet friend 
became truly animated and was visibly 
moved. It was on 13 December 2008 
when Ivan, taking a bag from Ted, 
removed the Barn Swallow to pass it to 
Andrew for ringing. But then he noticed it 
was already ringed. “Hey Ted, you made 
a mistake. You passed me one Andrew 
has done already.” Ted checked. “No. It 
might be 11 pm, but I have not made a 
mistake,” he responded. “Well then,” 
Ivan exclaimed to us all, “we have a 
ringed bird and it has something 
…LAND on the ring – England?” 

A check revealed not England, but 
more excitingly, Finland. Our little 
winged miracle, ring number 136592V, 
of less than 18 g was not only a juvenile 
of probably six months, but had just 
flown over 11,000 kilometres from 
Finland. What a Christmas present for 
us all and what a fantastic media scoop. 
The news travelled around the world. 
We later learnt this bird had been ringed 
on a farm in Finland, and that the 
farmer's name was Risto Jantii, whom 
we are still in contact with.

So yes, Ivan was a vital link in the Mt 
Moreland Barn Swallow story. He 
contributed to our knowledge of the 
swallows and assisted in creating a life-
long awareness in thousands of ordinary 
people and the airport developers, of the 
importance of  being aware and 
acknowledging the natural world around 
us. 

Hats off to you Ivan. Thank you. That 
was a life well lived. You will be missed.  
We know you were touched by, and went 
on to relish, that moment with that tiny 
swallow in your hand. We are sure, as 
Andrew has already noted on his 
website, your spirit is soaring with the 
Barn Swallows.

Hilary and Ted Vickers

Ivan Pickles

TRIBUTE

ADVERTISE IN KZN BIRDS, SEE PAGE 2
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CONSERVATION AND PROJECTS

THE White-winged Flufftail is only known 
to occur with any regularity in Ethiopia 
and South Africa, more than 4000 km 
apart. The species is found in high 
altitude wetlands in the eastern parts of 
South Africa from November to March. It 
then breeds in Ethiopia, in the northern 
hemisphere, during July and August. 
Prior to the recent discovery, the only 
known breeding site was Berga wetland 
in Ethiopia. 

The implementation of a conservation 
plan (International White-winged Flufftail 
Single Species Action Plan) through the 
collaborative efforts of BirdLife South 
Africa, Middelpunt Wetland Trust and the 
Ethiopian Wildlife and Natural History 
Society (The BirdLife Partner in Ethiopia) 
is being undertaken under the auspices 
o f  t h e  W h i t e - w i n g e d  F l u f f t a i l 
International Working Group, African 
Eurasian Waterbird Agreement (AEWA).

However, the successful conservation 
of this species is dependent on a better 

understanding of the birds' biology and 
movements. BLSA 's Robin Colyn and 
ecologist Alastair Campbell have 
developed an innovative method to 
survey this cryptic and elusive species.

Dubbed the BirdLife South Africa 
Rallid Survey Method (Colyn et al. 2017, 
Ostrich 88: 235-245), it uses a cleverly 
designed camera trap system to record 
the secret life of the White-winged 
Flufftail. Working at Middelpunt Wetland 
near Belfast, in 2016/17 they recorded 
interesting wing-flapping behaviour 
during which both males and females 
display their white wing feathers.

In 2017/18, the survey technique was 
further refined. The most exciting 
discovery was photographing recently 
hatched chicks and juvenile White-
winged Flufftails. At least two breeding 
attempts were recorded, with chicks 
ranging from only a couple of days old to 
juvenile birds which were about four 
weeks old. This confirms that the White-
winged Flufftail is not a “non-breeding 
visitor” to South Africa, says Robin 
Colyn.

A scientific study, published early in 
February, authored by BLSA and 
N a t i o n a l  Z o o l o g i c a l  G a r d e n s 
geneticists, has shown that South 
Afr ican and Ethiopian birds are 
genetically similar, with only three minor 
sequence variations between the two 
populations (Dalton et al. 2018, African 
Journal of Ecology 56: 28-37).   

“We are still unsure what our findings 
mean for  White-winged Fluff ta i l 
conservation. Our survey method did, 
however, confirm a low abundance and, 
therefore, until further knowledge, our 

assumption holds 
that this species is 
extremely rare and it 
remains on the brink 
of extinction,” says 
Dr Hanneline Smit-
Robinson, BLSA's 
t e r r e s t r i a l  b i r d 
c o n s e r v a t i o n 
p r o g r a m m e 
manager. 

She  adds  tha t 
BLSA would like to 
expand its use of the 
newly  developed 
R a l l i d  S u r v e y 
Method to at least 
a n o t h e r  t h r e e 
wetlands in South 
Africa to confirm the 
presence of, and 
hopefully breeding 
by, White-winged 
Flufftails at these sites. 

A donation of R4000 for each camera 
would help us to reach our target of 
buying another 60 camera traps for use 
in the 2018/19 breeding seasons. A 
further call by BLSA is to raise funds to 
support the conservation initiatives that 
would ultimately protect the important 
habitats used by this wetland specialist.

Donations needed

Please visit the BirdLife South Africa 
website, www.birdlife.org.za, or email 
conservation@birdlife.org.za for further 
information. Anyone wishing to donate 
towards this important conservation 
work can either deposit funds directly to 
BirdLife South Africa (FNB, Acc. No.: 
62067506281, Branch: 250655) using 
the reference
WWF_YourInitials&Surname, 
or you can use the online payment 
platform accessed via

www.birdlife.org.za/support-us/donate 
where the White-winged Flufftail tab can 
be selected as the chosen cause. 

Dr Hanneline Smit-Robinson
conservation@birdlife.org.za 
 �011 789 1122/082 4534714 

Robin Colyn 
robin.colyn@birdlife.org.za  
076 833 8454   

Full references: 
1. Colyn R, Campbell A, Smit-Robinson HA. 
2017. The application of camera trapping to 
assess rallidae species richness within wetland 
habitat types, eastern Free State, South Africa. 
Ostrich 88: 235-245. 
2. Dalton DL, Smit-Robinson HA, Vermaak E, 
Jarvis E, Kotzé A. 2017.  Is there genetic 
connectivity among the Critically Endangered 
Whited-winged Flufftail (Sarothrura ayresi) 
populations from South Africa and Ethiopia? 
African Journal of Ecology 56: 28-37

 Second global breeding locality discovered 
for Critically Endangered flufftail

The White-winged Flufftail is one of the world's 
rarest birds. Destruction and degradation 

of the species' high altitude grassland habitat 
have resulted in a situation where its survival 

in the wild is uncertain. There is a race against 
time to ensure that it does not become 

the first African bird to go extinct, following 
the same fate as North America's 

Passenger Pigeon and Mauritius' Dodo. 
Through the use of a novel survey method, 
BirdLife South Africa's research team has in 

February discovered the first breeding 
of the threatened White-winged Flufftail 

in South Africa, contradicting prior thought 
that this flufftail is a non-breeding visitor 

to South African wetlands. 

ABOVE: Alistair Campbell (left) and Robin Colyn in a 
sedge meadow after confirming the presence 

of the White-winged Flufftail

Carina Coetzer
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www.birdlife.org.za/support-us/donate 
where the White-winged Flufftail tab can 
be selected as the chosen cause. 

Dr Hanneline Smit-Robinson
conservation@birdlife.org.za 
 �011 789 1122/082 4534714 

Robin Colyn 
robin.colyn@birdlife.org.za  
076 833 8454   
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2017. The application of camera trapping to 
assess rallidae species richness within wetland 
habitat types, eastern Free State, South Africa. 
Ostrich 88: 235-245. 
2. Dalton DL, Smit-Robinson HA, Vermaak E, 
Jarvis E, Kotzé A. 2017.  Is there genetic 
connectivity among the Critically Endangered 
Whited-winged Flufftail (Sarothrura ayresi) 
populations from South Africa and Ethiopia? 
African Journal of Ecology 56: 28-37

 Second global breeding locality discovered 
for Critically Endangered flufftail

The White-winged Flufftail is one of the world's 
rarest birds. Destruction and degradation 

of the species' high altitude grassland habitat 
have resulted in a situation where its survival 

in the wild is uncertain. There is a race against 
time to ensure that it does not become 

the first African bird to go extinct, following 
the same fate as North America's 

Passenger Pigeon and Mauritius' Dodo. 
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February discovered the first breeding 
of the threatened White-winged Flufftail 

in South Africa, contradicting prior thought 
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ABOVE: Alistair Campbell (left) and Robin Colyn in a 
sedge meadow after confirming the presence 

of the White-winged Flufftail

Carina Coetzer
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data engine will be launched in May 
2018, making it even easier to access 
and upload your data, giving more 
options to view and interact with species 
distributions, and to extract data for use 
in research. Improved tools for Regional 
Atlas Committees will allow more 
efficient record vetting and data editing. 

With your ongoing support, SABAP2 
will continue to grow. 2017 saw a record 
number of atlas cards being submitted, 
from the largest ever number of pentads 
– thanks in no small part due to the 
BirdLasser revolution. Please continue 
to support SABAP, particularly by 
contributing full protocol cards from 
poorly atlassed regions.  

The SABAP2 Steering Committee

FOLLOWING the financial difficulties at 
the Animal Demography Unit in 2017, 
there has been concern about the future 
of SABAP2 and other important citizen 
science projects managed by the ADU. 

Fortunately,  funding has been 
secured to maintain the core data 
capture and analysis processes for most 
ADU projects for the next two years 
through an agreement between SANBI 
and the FitzPatrick Institute of African 
Ornithology, with support from the 
Department of Environment Affairs. This 
sees Michael Brooks and Rene Navarro 
move to the Fitz staff complement, 
although they will continue to work 
closely with the remaining ADU staff. We 
will use this breathing space to secure 
additional funding to ensure that SABAP 
continues indefinitely, because it plays a 
crucial role in assessing changes to 
biodiversity across South Africa.  

A new SABAP2 steering committee 
has been set up to oversee the project, 
with representatives from the main 
stakeholders: SANBI (Andrew Skowno), 
BLSA (Mark Anderson, Ernst Retief and 
Hanneline Smit-Robinson), BirdLasser 
(Henk Nel) and the Fitztitute (Peter 
Ryan, Robert Thomson and Michael 
Brooks) as well as representatives from 
core data users (Res Altwegg, SEEC, 
and Chevonne Reynolds, Wits) and the 
Regional Atlasing Committees. Les 
Underhill is focusing his energies on 
growing bird atlases across the rest of 
Africa under the umbrella of BirdMAP. 
This is already seeing considerable 
progress, with atlas projects blossoming 
in Kenya and Nigeria.  

We want to assure everyone involved 
in SABAP2 that the project is in good 
hands. A new website and streamlined 

Breathing space 
secured for SABAP2

ABOVE: The SABAP2 coverage map 
in February 2018. The lighter coloured 

areas on the map indicate pentads 
which are poorly atlased and where 
contributions are needed. There are 
17,339 pentads in the original atlas 
area of South Africa, Lesotho and 
Swaziland, and a further 10,600 in 
Namibia, 4,900 in Zimbabwe and

6,817 in Kenya. The ideal is to have 
at least four full protocol records 

for each of the pentads

INTRODUCTION 
THE atlas protocol is a survey protocol, 
designed to record the presence of as many 
bird species as possible within a defined 
area. The project allows for two types of 
surveys (cards) to be submitted – Full 
Protocol and Ad-hoc Protocol.  
· Full Protocol card: The atlaser fully 
complied with the protocol rules (set out 
below). 
· Ad-hoc: The atlaser did not comply with all 
of the atlas rules. 

Atlasers should always aim to submit Full 
Protocol cards, as they have far more value 
for tracking changes in bird communities 
than Ad-hoc Protocol cards. 

Atlasers can also submit incidental 
records of noteworthy sightings. 

THE RULES 
1. The Area 
SABAP uses a grid-based system based on 
earth's latitudinal and longitudinal lines – 
each 5 minute x 5 minute area (about 9 km 
north-south and 7 km east-west in South 
Africa) is called a pentad. 
· A map with pentads can be found on the 
website http://sabap2.adu.org.za/coverage
· The mobile app BirdLasser displays  
pentads on a map for easy reference, and 
gives an audible warning if you cross a 
boundary between pentads.  

An atlaser needs to visit as many 
different habitats as possible in the pentad. 
However, if for some reason you cannot 
access all habitats, this should not stop you 
from submitting a full protocol card. 
2. The Time 
A pentad can be atlased only once every 5-
day period by the same atlaser. The 
protocol requires at least 2 hours of 
dedicated atlasing during this period. The 
atlaser may choose to continue atlasing 

WE would like to thank all atlas 
participants for their support of the 
Southern African Bird Atlas Project. 
Your lists greatly contribute to our 
understanding of bird distributions 
and the data are widely used by 
conservation planners, academics 
and conservation bodies. Please 
continue to support this very 
important project.

To ensure that this project collects 
data that can be used for the above 
mentioned purposes, it is important 
that atlasers follow the same atlas 
protocol. In other words, each 
atlaser must follow the same rules 
when collecting atlas data. The 
SABAP2 Steering Committee 
therefore thought it important to 
remind atlasers about the SABAP2 
protocol  and also to provide 
a d d i t i o n a l  g u i d e l i n e s .  N e w 
technologies, such as BirdLasser, 
have made it much easier to submit 
data, but it remains the responsibility 
of the atlaser to ensure that the 
protocol is carefully followed. 

The SABAP2 protocol is not 
difficult to follow, but the most 
important point is to ask atlasers to 
please submit as many “full protocol 
cards” as possible. These cards 
p r o v i d e  o r n i t h o l o g i s t s  a n d 
statisticians with the most valuable 
data.

Thank you for your support of 
SABAP2 and ultimately for your 
contribution to bird conservation. 

Ernst Retief
BLSA manager, data and spatial planning
ernst.retief@birdlife.org.za
072 223 2160

Southern African Bird Atlas Project (SAPAB):
the protocol explained

                13                      March 2018     
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BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS

IN THE gloomy light early on 11 January 
2018, I was lucky to find this juvenile 
Black-crowned Night Heron on the 
Mtunzini mudflats. This bird was first 
seen there by Frank and Lorna 
Rautenbach a couple of weeks before. I 
was interested to see that the bird had an 
old leg injury  it looked as though its leg –
was broken when it was a nestling and 
had subsequently healed quite well? 
The old injury looked quite severe, but 
this didn't hamper its movements and it 
seemed to walk without much of a limp. 
This skulking species usually sticks to 
well wooded undergrowth and seldom 
ventures out into the open.

Hugh Chittenden
Mtunzini

I FOUND this newly-fledged little African Dusky 
Flycatcher on the Illovo Burchell's Coucal Ecotrail 
(beside Lovu River) on 20 January 2018. It was 
acting quite normally, perch-hunting as Flycatchers 
do, but seemed to have a weird pink throat.

When I uploaded the pictures, I saw it had a 
terrible throat and face condition. I emailed expert 
birdman David Allan (curator of birds, Durban 
Natural Science Museum), and this was his 
response:

“My take on the growths around the face and bill 
are that this is some form of ‘avian pox’. Caused by a 
virus, I think, and often manifests when the 
condition of the victim is already poor for some 
reason, for example inadequate nutrition. It's quite 
common in pigeons, but I can't recall having seen it in a small passerine like this. It 
might also be associated with an infestation of mites, possibly also in combination 
with a viral attack caused by the mites.”

Sue-Ann Shutte, the animal welfare assistant at CROW, said to them it looked like 
a form of avian pox – “I have seen this in Fork-tailed Drongos, Southern Black 
Flycatchers and the House and Southern Grey-headed Sparrow.” 

Peter Vos
Scottburgh

Life in nature is not always easy

ABOVE: African Dusky 
Flycatcher

Peter Vos

whilst still in the 5-day period. Ideally, the 
initial two-hour survey should happen in 
one continuous period, but it may be split 
up into multiple smaller segments. 

Other timing related factors to 
consider: 
·When taking coffee breaks and you are  
not actively birding, you should exclude 
the time from the first part of the survey. 
· An example of a segmented intensive  
period would be if you spend a night out, 
you can do the first hour in the evening 
you arrive and complete the second hour 
the next day.  

3. The Observations 
·All bird species need to be recorded.  
· Only the first observation of a species  
must be logged, i.e. no duplicates on a 
card. 
· The atlaser needs to record each  
species in the order observed. 
· Birds seen and/or heard, may be  
recorded. 
· Photos or sound recordings of birds for  
later identification can be very helpful. 
· You are responsible and accountable  
for each record on your card (and will get 
an Out of Range query for rare or 
unusual  species).  When gett ing 
information from additional observers, 
ensure the information is accurate and 
correct as any queries will be sent to you 
and not the additional observer. 
·When in doubt, leave it out.  
· Atlasing should preferably be  
conduc ted  dur ing  good  b i rd ing 
conditions, for example when there is 
little wind and no rain. If in your opinion 
bad weather has greatly reduced the 
number of species recorded, rather 
submit the card as an Ad-hoc Protocol 
card.  
· It is not necessary to record the number  
of individual birds seen (but BirdLasser 
might prompt you for  addi t ional 

information such as numbers of 
individuals for some threatened 
species). 

INDEPENDENCE OF ATLAS CARDS 
· When two or more atlasers atlas the  
same pentad, at the same time, it is 
r e c o m m e n d e d  t o  s u b m i t  t h e 
observations on a single Full Protocol 
card. It is up to the group to decide who 
will “own” the card, i.e. submit to SABAP. 
The other atlasers may be added as 
additional observers. 
· At l ase rs  can  a t l as  t oge the r,  
independently, if they can devise a 
system that will produce significantly 
different cards. As an example, if two 
atlasers travelling together, walk in 
different directions each time they stop, it 
would result in different species and 
orders on the cards. 

GENERAL GUIDELINES 
· If you are new to birding and not able to  
identify most of the birds seen/heard 
whilst atlasing, please submit all cards 
as Ad-hoc Protocol cards, even if you 
followed the full protocol rules. You 
should only submit cards as Full 
Protocol cards once you can identify at 
least 95% of all species you encounter. 
· If you bird only at one spot every day,  
for a combined 2 hours or more in a 5-
day period, rather submit an Ad-hoc 
card, because your coverage of the 
pentad is too limited. 
· For cards with only a few records, only  
submit a Full Protocol card if all the rules 
were obeyed, and there were no obvious 
reasons for the low species count (e.g. 
bad weather)  - suggesting that the area 
really is largely devoid of birds.  
· If a noteworthy species (e.g. critically  
endangered/rarity/unusual behaviour) is 
seen, then it is best to submit an 
Incidental record, with any additional 
information as notes. 

March 2018                                      14                                                               

KZN BIRDS No 53 KZN BIRDS No 53



                15                      March 2018     

BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS

IN THE gloomy light early on 11 January 
2018, I was lucky to find this juvenile 
Black-crowned Night Heron on the 
Mtunzini mudflats. This bird was first 
seen there by Frank and Lorna 
Rautenbach a couple of weeks before. I 
was interested to see that the bird had an 
old leg injury  it looked as though its leg –
was broken when it was a nestling and 
had subsequently healed quite well? 
The old injury looked quite severe, but 
this didn't hamper its movements and it 
seemed to walk without much of a limp. 
This skulking species usually sticks to 
well wooded undergrowth and seldom 
ventures out into the open.

Hugh Chittenden
Mtunzini

I FOUND this newly-fledged little African Dusky 
Flycatcher on the Illovo Burchell's Coucal Ecotrail 
(beside Lovu River) on 20 January 2018. It was 
acting quite normally, perch-hunting as Flycatchers 
do, but seemed to have a weird pink throat.

When I uploaded the pictures, I saw it had a 
terrible throat and face condition. I emailed expert 
birdman David Allan (curator of birds, Durban 
Natural Science Museum), and this was his 
response:

“My take on the growths around the face and bill 
are that this is some form of ‘avian pox’. Caused by a 
virus, I think, and often manifests when the 
condition of the victim is already poor for some 
reason, for example inadequate nutrition. It's quite 
common in pigeons, but I can't recall having seen it in a small passerine like this. It 
might also be associated with an infestation of mites, possibly also in combination 
with a viral attack caused by the mites.”

Sue-Ann Shutte, the animal welfare assistant at CROW, said to them it looked like 
a form of avian pox – “I have seen this in Fork-tailed Drongos, Southern Black 
Flycatchers and the House and Southern Grey-headed Sparrow.” 

Peter Vos
Scottburgh

Life in nature is not always easy

ABOVE: African Dusky 
Flycatcher

Peter Vos

whilst still in the 5-day period. Ideally, the 
initial two-hour survey should happen in 
one continuous period, but it may be split 
up into multiple smaller segments. 

Other timing related factors to 
consider: 
·When taking coffee breaks and you are  
not actively birding, you should exclude 
the time from the first part of the survey. 
· An example of a segmented intensive  
period would be if you spend a night out, 
you can do the first hour in the evening 
you arrive and complete the second hour 
the next day.  

3. The Observations 
·All bird species need to be recorded.  
· Only the first observation of a species  
must be logged, i.e. no duplicates on a 
card. 
· The atlaser needs to record each  
species in the order observed. 
· Birds seen and/or heard, may be  
recorded. 
· Photos or sound recordings of birds for  
later identification can be very helpful. 
· You are responsible and accountable  
for each record on your card (and will get 
an Out of Range query for rare or 
unusual  species).  When gett ing 
information from additional observers, 
ensure the information is accurate and 
correct as any queries will be sent to you 
and not the additional observer. 
·When in doubt, leave it out.  
· Atlasing should preferably be  
conduc ted  dur ing  good  b i rd ing 
conditions, for example when there is 
little wind and no rain. If in your opinion 
bad weather has greatly reduced the 
number of species recorded, rather 
submit the card as an Ad-hoc Protocol 
card.  
· It is not necessary to record the number  
of individual birds seen (but BirdLasser 
might prompt you for  addi t ional 

information such as numbers of 
individuals for some threatened 
species). 

INDEPENDENCE OF ATLAS CARDS 
· When two or more atlasers atlas the  
same pentad, at the same time, it is 
r e c o m m e n d e d  t o  s u b m i t  t h e 
observations on a single Full Protocol 
card. It is up to the group to decide who 
will “own” the card, i.e. submit to SABAP. 
The other atlasers may be added as 
additional observers. 
· At l ase rs  can  a t l as  t oge the r,  
independently, if they can devise a 
system that will produce significantly 
different cards. As an example, if two 
atlasers travelling together, walk in 
different directions each time they stop, it 
would result in different species and 
orders on the cards. 

GENERAL GUIDELINES 
· If you are new to birding and not able to  
identify most of the birds seen/heard 
whilst atlasing, please submit all cards 
as Ad-hoc Protocol cards, even if you 
followed the full protocol rules. You 
should only submit cards as Full 
Protocol cards once you can identify at 
least 95% of all species you encounter. 
· If you bird only at one spot every day,  
for a combined 2 hours or more in a 5-
day period, rather submit an Ad-hoc 
card, because your coverage of the 
pentad is too limited. 
· For cards with only a few records, only  
submit a Full Protocol card if all the rules 
were obeyed, and there were no obvious 
reasons for the low species count (e.g. 
bad weather)  - suggesting that the area 
really is largely devoid of birds.  
· If a noteworthy species (e.g. critically  
endangered/rarity/unusual behaviour) is 
seen, then it is best to submit an 
Incidental record, with any additional 
information as notes. 

March 2018                                      14                                                               

KZN BIRDS No 53 KZN BIRDS No 53



March 2018                                         16   

KZN BIRDS No 53 KZN BIRDS No 53

 17                                            March 2018                                                           

With a throat-ful of mud, I thee wed
JUDGING by the number of male Trumpeter Hornbills flying around on their own 
during October last year, many of the females were already sealed in nest holes, or 
busy sealing themselves up. As soon as they are safely incarcerated, they'll lay and 
begin moulting by dropping all flight and tail feathers (rendering themselves 
temporarily flightless). Nest entrances are sealed mostly with mud which is delivered 
in pellet form by the males. on the I found this male Early  morning of 25 October,  
gathering mud for a delivery to the nest.

BELOW: Soft mud is selected . . . 

ABOVE and BELOW: . . .then formed into pellets
which seemed to be held in the throat

ABOVE: Trumpeter Hornbill, Mtunzini, 25 October 2017  

This bird collected at least 8 - 10 mud pellets while I was there. And after collecting 
its mud-load, it flew off across to the north bank of the Umlalazi River where it must be 
breeding.

Hugh Chittenden
Mtunzini
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EARLIER this year I 
found chicken litter that 
has been dumped in a 
sugar cane field about 
four km outside town.

Millions of flies were 
attracted to the site, 
followed in turn by large 
numbers of waders 
a t t r a c t e d  b y  t h e 
breeding flies. Plenty of 
waders, wagtails and 
o t h e r  b i r d s  w e r e 
benefiting from the 
f e e d i n g  b o n a n z a . 
There must have been 
a b o u t  1 0 0  n o n -
b reed ing  K i t t l i t z ' s 
Plovers present.

I noticed that some 
Kittlitz's had an orange patch to the bill, and orange legs. There was no mention of this 
anywhere in the literature, but after some inquiries, I came to the conclusion that the 
orange colour on the legs was stain from the slimes dam from the mining operation 
about four km south of where the birds were photographed.

Hugh Chittenden
Mtunzini 
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Watch where you wade

ABOVE: The site where the waders were photographed 
is shown at the top. The slimes dam 

is situated south of Mtunzini

Drongo attack

BELOW: A non-breeding Kittlitz’s Plover with dark legs (left) 
and another with orange stained legs (right) Hugh Chittenden

WHEN it comes to defending its 
territory, the Fork-tailed Drongo is 
fearless. Size doesn’t matter, as 
these pictures show.

The African Harrier-Hawks under 
attack in the pictures  were on the left
in Howick on 10 January 2017 (top) 
and Zebra Hills Rhino Reserve on  
24 November 2016.

On a BirdLife KZN Midlands 
outing to  the Bird Valley Estate near 
Howick on 31 January 2018 we 
watched a Fork-tailed Drongo 
mak ing  seve ra l  a t t emp ts  a t 
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ABSOLUTELY AMAZAMBIA

MY WIFE, Karin, and I have been to 
Zambia with clients or on our own 
numerous times. We have been to 
Kasanka National Park twice, but never 
at the right time of year for the bat 
migration. We have also previously been 
to the Bangweulu wetlands with the hope 
of seeing a Shoebill but without any luck.

Planning
To see the migration of an estimated 

10 million Straw Coloured Fruit Bats from 
the Congo and Cameroon to the 
Kasanka National Park in Zambia has 
been on our bucket list for many years. 
The migration into Zambia starts in 
October and peaks in mid-November, 
and they have all left by Christmas time.

To see the bats we would have to risk 
camping in the onset of the rainy season 
and the insects and related problems 
caused by the rain. Surprisingly Zambia, 
although wet a lot of the time, was fairly 
temperate and the weather was pleasant 
most of the time.

So, the general plan was to head north 
into Botswana and cross into Zambia at 
the notorious Kazungula. From there we 
would head via Forest Inn to Kasanka for 
the bat migration. After that we would 
“wing” it and see where the wind blew us. 
We knew we would also visit Mutinondo 
Wilderness. We had initially planned to 
go to Lochinvar National Park but more 
about that later.

Into Zambia
After spending a night in Francistown 

and a raptor fi l led drive through 
Botswana (including great sightings of 
L e s s e r  S p o t t e d  E a g l e s  n e a r 

Pandamantenga) we arrived at the 
Kazungula border post at about 
lunchtime on a Sunday. Only one 
Zambian ferry was working – the second 
Zambian ferry was having its engine 
repaired, while the Botswana one had 
literally bent in the middle and was out of 
service. 

Fortunately it wasn't that busy and, 
after clearing Botswana emigration, we 
were soon on to the ferry and into the 
chaos of the Zambian entry formalities. 
While I was sorting out and paying 
everything, Karin and the couple with us 
found a pair of Collared Palm-Thrush 
hopping about in the palm trees in 
amongst the chaos of the border. So, no 
skulking around the bush for them as we 
have had to do in the past. In fact, later in 
the trip on our way back, we found a few 
more of them in the garden of Mowana 
Safari Lodge in Kasane.

We arrived at Nkwazi Camp outside 
Livingstone and just after pitching our 
tents a storm hit and it rained for about 
three hours. We managed to eat a dinner 
under a small shelter and eventually hid 
in the ladies’ ablutions. Just as we had 
thought about upgrading to rooms, the 
s t o r m  a b a t e d .  T h e  t e n t s  w e r e 
surprisingly dry, so we managed to get 
some decent shut-eye. 

A short walk around the camp the next 
morning before we left yielded about 45 
species of birds with the most interesting 
being Schalow's Turaco, Swamp 
Boubou, White-browed Coucal and a 
Broad-billed Roller.

Onwards to Forest Inn
After an overnight stop south of 

Lusaka we left early to avoid the traffic in 
Lusaka and headed to Forest Inn. 

Although not a great distance, it takes a 
long time driving in Zambia. Most of the 
time we were on the Great North Road 
with trucks heading to the DRC or 
Tanzania. You are lucky to do an 
average of between 60 and 70 km per 
hour.

Arr iv ing at  Forest  Inn around 
lunchtime left enough time for a leisurely 
sandwich and a walk in the afternoon 
through a protected patch of mature 
miombo woodland. A short walk through 
the woodland around Forest Inn never 
fails to disappoint. We also stopped in at 
Forest Inn on the way back south and the 
birding on both visits was really special. 
We listed 68 species. Specials included 
African Broadbill just behind our tents (in 
fact African Broadbill were around more 
than one of our campsites on the trip), 
four Spotted Creeper on the first walk 
and a couple of them on our return visit. 
Other miombo specials we got were 
Red-capped Crombec, Yellow-bellied 
Hyliota, White-breasted Cuckooshrike, 
Miombo and Rufous-bellied Tits, Laura's 

Woodland Warbler and Miombo Scrub 
Robin.

Mushrooms everywhere
While driving after the rains in Zambia 

one encounters an incredible array of 
edible mushrooms for sale by the locals. 
Hesitant at first, we were soon told – by 
seasoned Zambia travellers - that if they 
are for sale they are safe. Then there 
was no holding back and we enjoyed 
wild mushrooms with our meals or even 
on their own.

Kasanka, here we come 
We had booked five nights in Kasanka 

National Park. The visit here was 
centred around the bats. We had booked 
an evening and a morning guided bat 
experience. In hindsight the five nights at 
this time of year were too many as you 
are not really allowed too close to the 
forest during bat season in the day. This 
is to not disturb the roosting bats, but at 
the same time limits the birding you can 
do in the prime birding habitat. 

Notwithstanding the difficult birding 
circumstances, we 
still managed 150 
species in Kasanka. 
Notable species we 
saw were Black-
b a c k e d  B a r b e t , 
B hm's Bee-eater, ö
C o p p e r y - t a i l e d 
C o u c a l ,  P u r p l e -
throated and White- 
b r e a s t e d 
C u c k o o s h r i k e s , 
C o m m o n 
Whitethroat, Grey-
olive Greenbul, Red 
Twinspot, Schalow's 
and Ross's Turacos, 
Moustached Grass 
Warbler and Pale-
b i l l e d  H o r n b i l l . 

BIRD TRIPS AND OUTINGS

The story of 10 million bats, two Shoebills,
 many other special birds and giant mushrooms.

BELOW: Mushrooms for dinner, anyone?
All pictures Craig and Karin Nelson
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Another great sighting 
was of a Pel's Fishing 
Owl which we found 
after hearing it call 
from our campsite one 
morning. We found it 
in a tree with the 
l e f t o v e r s  o f  i t s 
overnight kill.

Bat spectacular
Having seen a few 

documentaries on the 
bats and read the 
regular art ic les in 
magazines such as 
Go and Getaway, one 
builds up quite an 
expectation around 
the bat migration to 
Kasanka. It is one of 
the few times in our 
many travels that our expectation has 
been exceeded.

The first afternoon lazing around 
camp we looked up to see many hundred 
bats flying over our campsite. It was a 
small sign of things to come. The next 
morning was our first guided experience. 
We were picked up at 04h20 and driven 
through the dark towards the bat forest. 
You then walk through the grass to the 
edge of the forest where you climb a 
ladder made from tree branches to a 
deck on the edge of the forest. As it starts 
getting light you are witness to the 
incredible spectacle of millions of bats 
with a wingspan of 85 cm returning to a 
four hectare forest after a night foraging 
on wild loquats and other indigenous 
fruits that grow as far as 70 km from 
Kasanka. Just when you think there 
cannot be more bats, they just keep 
coming until the sky is full of them. They 
slowly settle in to the forest to roost for 
the day and when you leave after two 
hours or so, there are still a few hundred 

thousand flying trying to find a roost.
After a day's break and exploring the 

park to view the puku and sitatunga, it 
was almost time for our evening 
experience. It was hard to think that it 
could be as spectacular as the morning 
one. 

Similarly, we were picked up and 
taken to a different platform. This one set 
in a mahogany tree and quite a scary 
steep climb to the top. As you stand there 
the bats start leaving the roost in small 
groups and it seems to be a bit of an anti-
climax, until the millions start flying past 
in front of you and over your heads with 
the sun setting in the background. Quite 
a sight and something that, if you get the 
chance to do, go for it. It is after all the 
biggest mammal migration known in the 
wor ld .  We have  w i tnessed  the 
Wildebeest migration in Kenya crossing 
the Mara River and now the bats in 
Kasanka. Although totally different 
e x p e r i e n c e s ,  t h e y  a r e  e q u a l l y  
spectacular.

Kasanka is a small national park and 
under extreme pressure from poachers 
with the population of puku, sitatunga 
and elephant facing rapid decline. Also,  
after the last outbreak of Ebola further 
north in Africa, the Zambian Government 
wanted to bomb the Kasanka bat forest, 
believing that the bats could spread 
Ebola into Zambia. Luckily, sanity 
prevailed, with the University of Zambia 
proving to the government that fruit 
eating bats do not spread disease at all. 
Hopefully this phenomenon will still be 
there for many to see in the future.

So where to now
As mentioned previously, after 

Kasanka we were not sure what our next 
move was. One day in the Kasanka 
reception I read that someone had 
popped up to the edge of the Bangweulu 
Wetlands for the day and managed to 
see a Shoebill. Well that is a word to get 
the excitement up. We have seen a 
Shoebill in Uganda, but dipped on it 

p rev ious ly  a t  the 
Bangweulu Wetlands. 
We thought it might be 
worth another go, 
even though they 
recommend May to 
July as the best time 
to see the Shoebill 
and this was now late 
November.

Look ing  a t  ou r 
route to Mutinondo, 
t h e  B a n g w e u l u 
Wetlands are only a 
140 km detour – about 
six hours driving time. 
We decided to give it a 
go and spend two 
nights at a community 
camp on the edge of 
t h e  w e t l a n d s .  I n 
hindsight, the camp 

was so spectacularly situated and the 
experience so absolutely incredible, we 
should have spent more time there. 

Bangweulu camp
We met the guys from the community 

camp when we arrived and asked them 
to arrange an attempt to see the Shoebill 
the next day. As usual they were pretty 
adamant that we would see it easily – 
how many times do we hear that when 
birding. Anyway, the next morning we set 
off on a 35 km drive with the community 
guide and a guy in charge of the Shoebill 
monitoring programme. Even without 
seeing a Shoebill, the drive was worth it 
for the birds we saw. On this drive we 
saw Rosy-throated Longclaw, Western 
Banded Snake Eagle, Sooty Chat, 
Marsh Tchagra and a few Black Coucal. 
Encounters with many side-striped 
jackals were also interesting.

We arrived at the edge of a swamp 
and were told to wait while they 
attempted to locate the Shoebill. It was a 

ABOVE: Millions of straw coloured fruit bats fly 
in to roost in the Kasanka National Park during the day

ABOVE: The bats leaving the roost in the evening
to go and forage, a spectacular phenomenon
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recently fledged chick, so they were 
pretty confident of finding the bird. After 
two hours we were starting to lose hope, 
waiting at the cars, when our guide 
appeared out of the swamp with a great 
big smile on his face.

Now the adventure started. Into the 
swamp we went. You literally 
walk on floating vegetation 
which moves as you walk. One 
of our party decided to take his 
own line in the swamp and went 
waist deep into the swamp – 
luckily his binos were waterproof 
as they got a bit of a wash. We 
“swamped” for about 1.5 km, 
past the spot where it had been 
the previous day, until we were 
stopped and told to get cameras 
ready. We initially couldn't see it, 
as it was lying down. We 
managed to get really close and 
had some good viewing. It only 
stood up when we came really 
close – maybe three metres 
away. Then it stood and started 

slowly walking away 
– an incredible sight 
that most birders 
would love to have. 
After we spent an 
hour  w i th  i t ,  we 
started the trek out 
the swamp. About 
two thirds of the way 
o u t ,  t h e  g u i d e 
s t o p p e d  u s  a n d 
pointed to the sky 
a b o v e  w h e r e 
another Shoebil l , 
possibly the parent, 
was flying above us 
on the way down into 
t h e  s w a m p  – 
incredible sighting of 
a second Shoebill in 
an hour.

Other than the memorable Shoebill 
s ight ings the f loodplains of  the 
Bangweulu are an experience in 
themselves. Tens of thousands of black 
lechwe graze on the plains looking like 
moving forests from afar while Caspian 
Plover, Grey Wagtail and Temminck's 

Courser feed around them. Many 
Yellow-bil led Kites and Montagu 
Harriers feed on the plains and Blue-
cheeked bee-eaters are also plentiful.

Mutinondo
A birding trip to Zambia would not be 

complete without a visit to the miombo 
woodlands of Mutinondo. We drove 
through Lavushi Manda on the way to 
Mutinondo and a tea stop gave us a 
sighting of Arnot's Chat. Next time we 
will spend a night or two in Lavushi 

Manda – it looks like it has great birding 
potential. The big herd of sable we saw 
was also a bonus.

A couple of days spent walking and 
birding at Mutinondo is certainly 
worthwhile. Although we once again 
failed to find a Locust Finch, we were 
lucky enough to have great sightings of 
Bar-winged Weaver, Trilling Cisticola, 
Collared Flycatchers, White-tailed Blue 
Flycatcher, Anchieta's Sunbird, Pale-
billed Hornbills, Reichard's Seedeater, 
African Broadbill, Variable and Violet-

backed Sunbirds, Garden 
W a r b l e r ,  M a r s h 
Widowbird and Fawn-
c o l o u r e d  W a x b i l l , 
amongst others.

Homeward bound
The great trek south 

began. We tried to drive 
to Lochinvar National 
Park, notwithstanding the 
mixed reports we had 
regarding the park and its 
i n v a s i o n  b y  c a t t l e 
farmers, but were turned 
back by roads that are 
terrible when dry but after 
the couple of storms 
w h i c h  w e  h a d ,  a r e 
impassable – next time 
maybe.

Zambia is an incredible 
destination and one that 
never fails to give you an 
outstanding adventure. 
With its friendly people, 
tasty fresh produce for 
sale on the side of the 
road, wonderful wildlife 
and spectacular birding, it 
is a must visit for the 
intrepid traveller.

Craig and Karin Nelson
Howick

BELOW: Dinosaur or bird?

BELOW: The recently fledged Shoebill, Bangweulu 
Swamp, November 2017. It is one 

of seven birds ringed in 2017

ABOVE: Bangweulu Camp

All pictures Craig and Karin Nelson
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OVER the New Year period I was 
fortunate enough to enjoy my first visit to 
this park, staying at various camps (but 
not Nossob, alas) and the !Xaus Lodge.

It was hot (of course) but we were able 
to see many birds and animals and pick 
up a few lifers. The park is well known for 
its raptors and we ticked Secretarybird, 
White-backed Vulture, Lanner Falcon, 
Red-necked Falcon, Greater Kestrel 
(very close), Rock Kestrel, Pygmy 
Falcon (so cute), Black-shouldered Kite, 
Tawny Eagle (large numbers), Martial 
Eagle, Black-chested Snake Eagle, 
Bateleur, Jackal Buzzard, Common 

Buzzard, Gabar Goshawk, Southern 
Pale Chanting Goshawk (many, in all 
plumage phases), Pallid Harrier (a 
female which posed some identification 
challenges), Black Harrier, Western 
Barn Owl (on close fly-past a few times), 
Pearl-spotted Owlet and Spotted Eagle-
Owl.

Other notable highlights were large 
numbers of Kori Bustards – on one drive 
along the Nossob River there was one 
about every 200 m for a couple of 
kilometres; Ludwig's Bustard, lots of 
Nor thern  B lack  Korhaans,  both 
Namaqua and Burchell's Sandgrouse 

and well-seen Rufous-
cheeked Nightjar. There 
were lots of Sociable 
Weavers, White-browed 
Sparrow-Weavers and 
Scaly-feathered Finches 
for entertainment, and the 
usual assortment of tricky 
brown jobs to sort out: 
Fawn-coloured, Sabota 
and Spike-heeled Larks, 
Grey-backed Sparrow-
Lark, Chat Flycatcher and 
L a r k - l i k e  B u n t i n g . 
Fortunately,  the ar id 
savanna is also home to 
some brightly coloured 
birds to break the dullness 
of  the sand and dry 
vegetat ion:  Swal low-
tailed Bee-eater, Lilac-
breasted Roller, Crimson-
breasted Shr ike and 
Ye l l ow  Canary.  One 
wonders why some birds 
h a v e  e v o l v e d  v e r y 
c r yp t i ca l l y  co l ou red 
plumage in these areas, 
yet others are resplendent 
in such bright colours? 

We managed to get a bird list of 85 
species in the eight days we were there 
and submitted 43 SABAP2 cards for the 
park, some full protocol but mostly ad 
hoc. At least one could honestly answer 
the question “were all habitats covered?” 
in the affirmative most of the time as 
there is not much habitat variation to be 
seen! 

We also saw a good number of 
mammals, including lion, cheetah, a tail 
of a leopard, brown hyaena, lots of 
black-backed jackals, Cape fox, bat-

eared fox, small spotted 
genet, African wild cat, hares, 
mice, springbok, gemsbok, 
the always enterta in ing 
suricates, yellow mongooses 
and ground squirrels, and 
best of all, a honey badger 
with a youngster in tow. 
Butterflies and dragonflies 
were very scarce, but we did 
see some Anchieta's agamas 
perched on the top of bushes 
and a magnificent bright 
yellow Cape cobra early one 
morning. 

On our way there and back 
w e  o v e r n i g h t e d  a t  t h e 
Dronfield Game Reserve 

across the road from Kamfer's Dam just 
outside Kimberley. It was a very 
comfortable and convenient stop, and, 
by setting off early from Durban going up 
and Twee Rivieren coming back, we 
arrived there early enough in the 
afternoons to unpack and still go for 
game drives. We managed to get a list of 
65 species in total there, the highlights 
being Lesser Kestrel (close views), 
Jacobin Cuckoo, an outbreak of swifts 
and swallows foraging close to the 

Birding in the Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park

BELOW: Greater Kestrel, Kgalagadi, January 2018

All pictures by Steve Davis

ABOVE: Grey-backed Sparrow-Lark,
Kgalagadi, January 2018

BELOW: Anchieta's agama (left) and a honey badger (right)
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HONORARY RECORDER’S REPORT

list the localities seen and details of 
dates and observers where rarities 
forms have been submitted. Localities 
are (in no particular order): Richards 
Bay, Mkhuze Game Reserve, Eastern 
Shores iSimangaliso Wetland Park, 
Durban Bayhead Natural Heritage Site, 
St Lucia, Champagne Sports Resort, 
Nambiti Plains Private Game Reserve, 
Cornubia, New Hanover, about 35 km 
north of Pietermaritzburg, Shelley 
Beach, Umbondwe Picnic site, iMfolozi 
Game Reserve, Amatikulu Nature 
Reserve, Kube Yini Private Game 
Reserve and Phinda Private Game 
Reserve.

Records for which rarity forms have 
been submitted are:
Richard Johnstone 11 November 2017, 
2845_3155 Richards Bay, accepted.
Renier Balt 21 November 2017, 

AT THE start of 2018 it is clear that lots of 
people have been out birding in 
KwaZulu-Natal and the rarities have 
obliged by turning up in numbers. Of 
particular note have been the influx of 
Harlequin Quails all over the province 
and a flush of Monotonous Larks in 
Zululand. Knysna Warblers have 
continued to make their presence 
known, more by call than sight, and the 
skulking waterbirds have been well 
seen.

RARITIES

HARLEQUIN QUAIL 
Coturnix delegorguei
KZN Rarity
As so many Harlequin Quails have 
been seen and reported over summer 
throughout the province, I will merely 

Richard Johnstone

2855_2925 Champagne Sports, 
accepted.
Nick Schaller 29 December 2017, 
Mkhuze GR, submitted.
Duncan McKenzie 24 December 2017 
2745_3045 Vryheid, submitted.
Duncan McKenzie 23 December 2017 
2745_3050 Vryheid submitted.
Duncan McKenzie 26 December 2017 
2750_3055 Vryheid, submitted.
M Benadie 29 November 2017 
2735_3210 Mkhuze GR submitted.
Richard Boon 27 November 2017 
2945_3055 Durban, submitted.

BLACK-RUMPED BUTTONQUAIL 
Turnix nanus
KZN Rarity
One, Drakensberg Park, 
27 October 2017, Stuart McLean 
(KZN Rarity accepted).
Two, Ntsikeni Vlei, 2 December 2017, 
P Verster (KZN Rarity submitted).
One, Ngwagwane village, near 
Creighton, 28 December 2017, 
R van Tonder (KZN Rarity submitted).

SOUTHERN 
CARMINE 
BEE-EATER 
Merops nubicoides
KZN Rarity
One, Phinda Private 
Game Reserve, 10 
January 2018, 
Ryan Mitchell.

LEVAILLANT'S 
CUCKOO 
Clamator levaillantii
KZN Rarity
One, Newcastle, 28 
December 2017, 
J de Villiers (KZN 
Rarity submitted).

THICK-BILLED CUCKOO 
Pachycoccyx audeberti
KZN Rarity
One, Kosi Bay, 3 October 2017
(SA Rare Bird News report).

BLACK COUCAL Centropus grillii
KZN Rarity
Four, Western Shores, iSimangaliso 
Wetland Park, 13 January 2018, 
Nick Schaller (KZN Rarity submitted).

PENNANT-WINGED NIGHTJAR
Caprimulgus vexillarius
KZN Rarity
One male, 2-3 December 2017 
(SA Rare Bird News report).

STRIPED FLUFFTAIL 
Sarothrura affinis
KZN Rarity
One male, Drakensberg Park, 
12 November 2017, Stuart McLean 
(KZN Rarity accepted).

Bunting) for me, although quite a few 
new ones for my South African list, but 
Wendy had 19 lifers in total. 

Steve Davis
Durban

ground (Bradfield's, Little, Alpine 
and African Palm Swifts, Barn, 
Greater Striped and South 
African Cliff Swallows), Ashy Tit, 
K a l a h a r i  S c r u b  R o b i n , 
Monotonous Larks calling all 
over, Eastern Clapper Lark, 
Chestnut-vented Tit-babbler and 
best of all, Violet-eared Waxbill, 
which, surprisingly, we didn't see 
in the Kgalagadi Park. We 
paused briefly alongside the 
road for distant views of the 
Lesser Flamingos on Kamfer's 
Dam – at the time there were 
estimated to be about 30 000 
there, but we didn't count them 
individually.

All in all, it was a great trip: 
3,691 km travelled, lots of petrol 
consumed, lots of water and wine drunk 
and over 1,400 pictures taken. Only two 
lifers (Sociable Weaver and Lark-like 

ABOVE: Crimson-breasted Shrike,
Kgalagadi, January 2018
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AFRICAN CRAKE Crecopsis egregia
KZN Rarity
One, Oribi Flats, 28 December 2017, 
Heinz Bunge (KZN Rarity submitted).

SPOTTED CRAKE Porzana porzana
KZN Rarity
One, Sappi Stanger, 6 January 2018, 
Mike O'Donoghue and 
28 January 2018 
(SA Rare Bird News report).
One, Hluhluwe Imfolozi Game 
Reserve, 25 January 2018 
(SA Rare Bird News report).

ALLEN'S GALLINULE Porphyrio alleni
KZN Rarity
One, Sappi Stanger, 
23 November 2017, Chris Macdonald 
(KZN Rarity accepted).
One, Lake Mzingazi, Richards Bay, 
11-21 January 2018, 
Kevin Westermann and others.

GREY-HEADED KINGFISHER 
Halcyon leucocephala
KZN Rarity
One, Ndumo Game Reserve, 
25 December 2017, Nick Schaller, 
Darren van Eyssen and Dylan Leonard 
(KZN Rarity submitted).

LESSER MOORHEN 
Gallinula angulata
KZN Rarity
One, Sappi Stanger, 29 October to 
28 November 2017, Mike O'Donoghue 
and others. KZN Rarities accepted for 
Wayne Johnston for 5 November 2017 
and Calvin Harris for 
28 November 2017.
One, Brettenwood Coastal Estate, 
5 January 2018 
(SA Rare Bird News report).
One, Kube Yini Private Game Reserve, 
25-29 January 2018,
Digby and Rose Cyrus.

EURASIAN OYSTERCATCHER 
Haemotopus ostralegus
National Rarity
One, St Lucia, 20-29 October 2017, 
Themba Mthembu and others.
One, Mission Rocks, iSimangaliso 
Wetland Park, 9 January 2018, 
Werner van der Walt.

AMERICAN GOLDEN PLOVER 
Pluvialis dominica
National Rarity
One, Mpempe Pan, 
17 December 2017, 
Andrew Stainthorpe.

CHESTNUT-BANDED PLOVER 
Charadrius pallidus
KZN Rarity
One, False Bay Park, 2 January 2018 
(SA Rare Bird News report).

CASPIAN PLOVER 
Charadrius asiaticus
KZN Rarity
Up to eight, Mpempe Pan, 
25 October to 1 December 2017, 
Ian Ferreira and others.
Five, south of Mbazwane, 
1 November 2017, David Snow.

ABOVE: Grey-headed Kingfisher, 
Ndumo Game Reserve,

25 December 2017

Dylan Leonard

Four, Phinda Private Reserve, 
9 November 2017, Charlie Paxton.

LONG-TOED LAPWING 
Vanellus crassirostris
KZN Rarity
Four, Muzi pan, Zululand, 
25 November 2017, Mick Jackson 
(KZN Rarity submitted).

HARTLAUB'S GULL Larus hartlaubii
KZN Rarity
One, Richard's Bay, 
28 December 2017, 
Patrick and Dominic Rollinson.

GULL-BILLED TERN Sterna nilotica
National Rarity
One, St Lucia, 21 October 2017 to 
11 December 2017, 
Andrew Stainthorpe and others.

SOOTY TERN Onychoprion fuscatus
KZN Rarity
One, Richards Bay, 2 October 2017, 
George Jacobs.
One, St Lucia, 20 October 2017 to 
12 January 2018, Themba Mthembu 
and others.
Six, offshore Zululand, 
12 November 2017 
(SA Rare Bird News report).

PALLID HARRIER Circus macrourus
KZN Rarity
One, Phinda Private Game Reserve, 
8 January 2018 
(SA Rare Bird News report).

MONTAGU'S HARRIER 
Circus pygargus
KZN Rarity
One female, Thurlow, Midmar Game 
Reserve, 25 November 2017, 
Dave Rimmer (KZN Rarity submitted).
One, Midmar Game Reserve, 
2 January 2018, David Hoddinott.

One male, Thurlow, Midmar Game 
Reserve, 27 January 2018, 
Ian Gordon.

LESSER SPOTTED EAGLE 
Clanga pomarina
KZN Rarity
One, Tala Game Reserve, 13 January 
2018, Marco Franchini.

AYRES'S HAWK EAGLE 
Hieraaetus ayresii
KZN Rarity
One, Richards Bay, 8 January 2018, 
Nada Crafford.
One, Pinetown, 21 January 2018 
(SA Rare Bird News report).

DWARF BITTERN Ixobrychus sturmii
KZN Rarity
One, Mkhuze Game Reserve, 
17 December 2017 to 27 January 
2018, Nick Evans and others.
One, near Ballito, 26 December 2017, 
Chris Macdonald 
(KZN Rarity submitted).
One, Nambiti Private Game Reserve, 
5 January 2018 
(SA Rare Bird News report).
One, Brettenwood Coastal Estate, 
5-10 January 2018 
(SA Rare Bird News report).
One, Kube Yini Private Game Reserve, 
26-28 January 2018, Ian Macdonald.

MALAGASY POND-HERON 
Ardeola idae
National Rarity
The well-twitched bird was still present 
at Mziki Reserve on 11 October 2017 
(SA Rare Bird News report).

RUFOUS-BELLIED HERON 
Ardeola rufiventris
KZN Rarity
One, near Kwambonanbi, 
30 December 2017, 



March 2018                              30                                                              31                  March 2018                                           

KZN BIRDS No 53 KZN BIRDS No 53

AFRICAN CRAKE Crecopsis egregia
KZN Rarity
One, Oribi Flats, 28 December 2017, 
Heinz Bunge (KZN Rarity submitted).
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National Rarity
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KZN Rarity
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(SA Rare Bird News report).
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KZN Rarity
Up to eight, Mpempe Pan, 
25 October to 1 December 2017, 
Ian Ferreira and others.
Five, south of Mbazwane, 
1 November 2017, David Snow.
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Ndumo Game Reserve,

25 December 2017

Dylan Leonard

Four, Phinda Private Reserve, 
9 November 2017, Charlie Paxton.
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12 January 2018, Themba Mthembu 
and others.
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12 November 2017 
(SA Rare Bird News report).
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KZN Rarity
One, Phinda Private Game Reserve, 
8 January 2018 
(SA Rare Bird News report).
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Dave Rimmer (KZN Rarity submitted).
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One male, Thurlow, Midmar Game 
Reserve, 27 January 2018, 
Ian Gordon.
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KZN Rarity
One, Tala Game Reserve, 13 January 
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KZN Rarity
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One, Pinetown, 21 January 2018 
(SA Rare Bird News report).
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James Harvey and others. 

LESSER FRIGATEBIRD Fregata ariel
National Rarity
One juvenile, Durban Beachfront 
(Jienchi Dorward) and uMngeni River 
(Steve Davis), 9 December 2017. 
One juvenile, Richards Bay, 
13-15 January 2018,
Alan Bedford-Shaw and many others.
One juvenile, St Lucia estuary, 
24 January 2018, Shelhi Horne.

NORTHERN ROYAL ALBATROSS 
Diomedea sanfordi
National Rarity
One, offshore Durban, 
12 November 2017 
(SA Rare Bird News report).

BARAU'S PETREL Pterodroma baraui
National Rarity

Offshore Durban, 12 November 2017, 
Peter Ryan.

GREY PETREL Procellaria cinerea
National Rarity
One, offshore Durban, 
22 October 2017, Niall Perrins, 
David Allan and others.

GREAT SHEARWATER 
Puffinus gravis
KZN Rarity
One, offshore Durban, 
22 October 2017, Niall Perrins, 
David Allan and others.

KNYSNA WARBLER 
Bradypterus sylvaticus
KZN Rarity
Two, Ferncliffe Nature Reserve, 
9 September 2017, Colin Summersgill 
(KZN Rarity accepted).

One, Ferncliffe Nature Reserve, 
4 October to 12 November 2017, 
Francois du Plessis and others.
Three, Giba Gorge, 10 October 2017, 
Garth Aiston (KZN Rarity accepted).
Two, Ferncliffe Nature Reserve, 
21 October 2017, Colin Summersgill 
(KZN Rarity accepted).
One, Giba Gorge, 17 November 2017 
(SA Rare Bird News report).
One, Doreen Clark Nature Reserve, 
Hilton, 28 December 2017, 
Athol and Claire Marchant. 

COMMON WHITETHROAT 
Sylvia communis
KZN Rarity
One, Newcastle, 12 December 2017, 
Bartus Visagie. 
One, Thurlow, Midmar Game Reserve, 
18 December 2017, 
Adam Riley and others.
One, Newcastle, 20 December 2017, 
J Maxted (KZN Rarity submitted).

MONOTONOUS LARK 
Mirafra passerina
KZN Rarity
Several, Mkuze Game Reserve, 
29 December 2017, Nick Schaller 
(KZN Rarity submitted) and 
Darren Van Eyssen and 
2-13 January 2018, Crispin and 
Jonathan Hemson and others. 
Still present on 28 January 2018.
Two, Phinda Private Game Reserve, 
10 January 2018 (SA Rare Bird News).
Several, Manyoni Private Game 
Reserve, 17 January 2018, 
Megan Lategan.

EASTERN CLAPPER LARK 
Mirafra fasciolata
KZN Rarity
One, Groenvlei, 25 November 2017. 
J Maxted (KZN Rarity submitted). 

CUT-THROAT FINCH 
Amadina fasciata
KZN Rarity
One, Mkhuze Game Reserve, 
18 November 2017 
(SA Rare Bird News). 

SHORT-TAILED PIPIT 
Anthus brachyurus
KZN Rarity
A pair, Cedara Agricultural College, 
24-26 December 2017
Athol and Claire Marchant and others.
Two, Sani Pass, 20 October 2017, 
Stuart McLean (KZN Rarity accepted).
Two, Garden Castle, 
30 November 2017, Aldo Berruti 
(KZN Rarity accepted).
Two, Mkhomazi, 16 December 2017, 
Eckhart Buchmann 
(KZN Rarity submitted).

LARK-LIKE BUNTING 
Emberiza impetuani
KZN Rarity
One, Cape Vidal, 22 November 2017, 
Richard du Toit.

OUT-OF-RANGE SIGHTINGS

African Openbill
One, Westville North, 13 August 2017, 
Derek Spencer.

Marabou Stork
One, flying over the Amanzimtoti Bird 
Sanctuary, 24 December 2017, 
Andrew Pickles.

Long-tailed Paradise Whydah
One male in transitional plumage, 
Pinetown, 3 December 2017, 
Chappie Abrams and 
29 December 2017, Sandi du Preez.

BELOW: Eastern Clapper Lark, Groenvlei, 25 November 2017
J Maxted
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CLUB ACTIVITIES

BIRDLIFE PORT NATAL

MEMBERS PLEASE NOTE: Indemnity forms must be completed before every 
outing, and returned to the leader. Leaders, please send completed indemnity 
forms to John Bremner (johnandtot@telkomsa.net) for filing.
DIRECTIONS TO VENUES: Go to http://blpn.org/activities/directions-to-bird-
club-venues. If unsure, then ask the outing leader when you make contact to 
confirm your attendance.To reduce printing costs, directions will be given on the 
monthly reminder only.
OUTDOOR OUTINGS: Please don't forget to bring your tea/lunch baskets and 
socialise afterwards. Please note that many places now charge so take entrance 
money,  with you on any outing.Wild and/or Rhino Cards  
INDOOR MEETINGS are usually held on the second Wednesday evening of every 
month (except February and December) at 19h00 at the Westville Methodist Church, 
Jan Hofmeyr Road, Westville.  
KRANTZKLOOF BIRDS: Meetings are held at 09h30 on the second Tuesday of 
every second month at Krantzkloof Interpretive Centre and sometimes at the Kloof 
Methodist Church Hall.

MAY 2018
Saturday 5 May 07h00 – Burman Bush with Elena Russell. 031 705 2902, email 
elenarussell@telkomsa.net. Bring a picnic tea. Black Sparrowhawk is known to nest 
here and on previous visits Lesser Honeyguide has been spotted.  
Wednesday 9 May 19h00 – Indoor meeting at Westville Methodist Church, Jan 
Hofmeyr Road, Westville. Our guest speaker to be announced. See you there. 
Wednesday 16 May 07h30 – North Park Nature Reserve with Sandi du Preez 031 
701 4839 or 073 332 4431. Coastal lowland and riverine forest with sandstone cliffs. 
Bring chair coffee/tea and eats for a picnic afterwards. There is an entrance fee, but 
is free for Wild Card and Rhino Card holders. 
Sunday 20 May 07h00 – Vernon Crookes NR with Steve Davis 083 775 4459. A 
favourite birding spot and the cisticolas will keep us busy with ID. The wild flowers are 
always a treat. Bring chair, coffee/tea and eats for picnic afterwards.

JUNE 2018
Saturday 2 June 07h15 – Pigeon Valley with Elena Russell. Meet in the car park. 
Please confirm attendance, 031 705 2902, email elenarussell@telkomsa.net. Bring 
a picnic tea and chairs.
Saturday 9 June 13h30 – Bird Monitoring and Conservation Group with Rob 
Jamieson. Venue to be announced.
Tuesday 12 June, 09h30 for 10h00 – Krantzkloof Interpretive Centre. Speaker is 
David Allan talking on “Waterbirds of Elephant Marsh”. There is an entrance fee, tea 
and coffee is provided.
Wednesday 13 June 19h00 – Indoor meeting at Westville Methodist Church, Jan 
Hofmeyr Road, Westville. Speaker to be advised. 
Wednesday 20 June 07h30 – Pigeon Valley with Sandi du Preez 031 701 4839 or 
073 332 4431. A small, remnant patch of coastal bush which once covered the whole 
of the Berea. Spotted Ground Thrush is a special in winter. Entrance is free, but 

KZN RARITIES ACCEPTED
The following KZN records have been accepted by the KZN Rarities Committee 
since the October 2017 Honorary Recorder's Report.

OTHER SIGHTINGS
Southern Ground Hornbill
One, New Germany, 
15 December 2017, Cary Kroeger.
European Honey-Buzzard 
Sixteen sightings of Honey-Buzzard 
were reported from various parts of 
KZN since the last report.

Caveat: the sightings recorded here 
have been submitted directly to me or 
have been posted on the SABirdNet or 
SA Rare Bird News, and have not been 
vetted by any rarities committee for 
validation, unless otherwise noted. As 
such, the information presented here 
should be used with due consideration. 

Steve Davis: Honorary Recorder
031 205 4459, Fax: 031 273 1302
e-mail: sdavis@smri.org, 
59 Edmonds Road, Durban 4001

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE

http://blpn.org/activities/directions-to-bird-club-venues/
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http://blpn.org/activities/directions-to-bird-club-venues/
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BIRDLIFE KZN MIDLANDS

PIETERMARITZBURG evening meetings are held at Woodgrove Retirement Centre 
on the second Tuesday of alternate months at 18h00. Howick evening meetings are 
held in the Ambers Auditorium in Amber Valley, on the third Wednesday of the month 
at 18h00.  Entry R10 pp or by donation.
Committee:  Chair Peter Divall 033 239 5537, vice-chair Eve Hughes 033 330 2723, 
treasurer Viv O’Neill 083 464 7666, secretary Sally Cumming 072 119 4253, 
membership secretary Pam Nicol 071 247 3604, Rarities/SABAP2 Colin 
Summersgill 060 827 3785, conservation Karin Nelson 072 779 4219, e-Newsletter 
Rosemary Forrester 082 767 7366, evening meetings Sean Glynn 082 468 5805, 
Darvill and Bisley projects Ian Gordon 083 570 6782.
Bird ringing at Darvill, Karkloof Conservation Centre, Cedara, Hilton College:  
Contact Karin Nelson on 033 330 3027 or 072 779 4219.

Please contact the coordinator before an outing 
to confirm the time of meeting and other arrangements.

Coordinators of outings to private property must please phone 
the owner a week in advance to confirm the outing.

APRIL
Sunday 8 (not Sun 1 which is Easter Sunday) 06h30 – Morning outing to Darvill. 
Coordinator Gordon Bennett 033 386 5555 or 072 875 1436.
Tuesday 10 – Presentation in Woodgrove at 18h00 by Dr David Johnson on “Birding 

in the Ecuador Highlands”.
Sunday 15 – Morning outing to Umgeni Valley, David Crampton 082 771 7274
Wednesday18 18h00 - Presentation in Ambers Auditorium by Arnia van Vuuren, 
“Ramblings of a Birdwatcher through the Karoo”.
Wednesday 25 – Morning outing to Queen Elizabeth Park. Meet at Greendale 
shopping Centre at 06h30 to arrange transport. Sally Cumming 033 239 2362 or 
072 119 4253.

MAY
Sunday 6 – Morning outing to Darvill at 07h00. Gordon Bennett 033 386 5555.
Wednesday 16 – Presentation in Ambers Auditorium at 18h00 by Peter Divall on 
“Birding in Zimbabwe”.
Sunday 20 – Morning outing to Eston Sugar Mill Dam. Phone coordinator Ian 
Gordon 083 570 6782 for arrangements.
Saturday 26 – Training course on “Identifying Birds in Winter Plumage” with Steve 
Davis in the Ambers Auditorium.
Wednesday 30 – Morning outing to Eston Sugar Mill Dam. Meet at Greendale 
Shopping Centre at 07h00 to arrange transport. Take the N3 south and turn off at the 
Umlaas Road off ramp. Over the bridge and bear left on the R603 towards Eston for 
about 20 km. Pass Tala Game Reserve and turn right just before the Caltex Service 
station onto the R624. The entrance to the Sugar Mill is the second on your left. 
Coordinator Eve Hughes 082 872 4333 or 033 330 2723.

JUNE
Sunday 3 – Morning outing to Darvill at 07h30. Gordon Bennett 033 386 5555.
Tuesday 12 – Presentation in Woodgrove at 18h00 by by Arnia van Vuuren 
“Ramblings of a Birdwatcher through the Karoo”.
Sunday 17 – Morning outing to Cumberland. The coordinator is Colin Summersgill 
060 827 3785.
Wednesday 20 – Presentation in Ambers Auditorium at 18h00 by Craig Nelson on 
“Bangweulu Swamps in search of Shoebill, plus Kasanka Fruit Bats”.
Wednesday 27 – Morning outing to Cumberland. There is an entrance fee of R20pp. 
Meet at the Greendale Shopping centre at 07h30 to arrange transport. Coordinator 
Drummond Densham 033 330 4039 or 083 321 7959.

JULY
Sunday 1 – Morning outing to Darvill at 07h30. Gordon Bennett 033 386 5555.
Sunday 15 – Outing to Pigeon Valley near Durban. Ian Gordon 083 570 6782.
Wednesday 18 18h00 – Presentation in Ambers Auditorium at 18h00 by Brent 
Coverdale on “Successful avian conservation in an ever changing landscape – 
Conservation action making birds relevant”.
Wednesday 25 – Outing Pigeon Valley near Durban. Meet at Greendale shopping 
Centre at 07h30 to arrange transport. Peter Divall 033 239 5537 or 083 263 4169.
Saturday 28 – Coordinated Avifaunal Roadcount (CAR). Contact Peter Divall 033 
239 5537 or 083 263 4169.
Mid-July to mid-August – Coordinated Water bird Counts (CWACs). Contact Eve 
Hughes 082 872 4333 or 033 330 2723.

Join us on BLKZNM Facebook

please consider a donation towards the Friends of Pigeon Valley. Bring chair, 
coffee/tea and eats for picnic afterwards.
Sunday 17 June 2018 – To be advised.

JULY 2018
Saturday 7 July 2018 07h30 – New Germany Nature Reserve with Elena Russell. 
Please confirm attendance, 031 705 2902, email elenarussell@telkomsa.net. Bring 
a picnic tea and chairs. Entrance is free but there is a donation box (for bird food!). 
Mid-winter special is Spotted Ground Thrush.
Wednesday 11 July 19h00 – Indoor meeting at Westville Methodist Church, Jan 
Hofmeyr Road, Westville. Speaker to be advised. 
Sunday 15 July 06h30 – Brettenwood Coastal Estate with Rex Aspeling. Contact 
Rex (082 301 8177) by Saturday to arrange an access code. You will need your 
drivers license and an access code for access into the estate.
Wednesday 18 July Wednesday 08h00 – Jubilee Park NR with Lesley Frescura. 
Midwinter, but we will still scout out the mannikins and resident warblers. This gives 
us a chance to explore the park a bit further as it should be dry at that time of year. 
This small but beautiful reserve is a swamp forest, which Marion Spence and John 
Hinck have spent six years rehabilitating, removing alien vegetation and planting 
indigenous trees. John has also built an excellent wooden boardwalk over the wetter 
areas. Obviously this all costs money, so I would like to suggest that everyone 
contributes a small donation. Bring tea and a chair for afterwards.                                                                 

Please consider joining the few volunteers and lead an outing 
at a venue of your choice. Contact John Bremner, johnandtot@telkomsa.net
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Rosemary Forrester 082 767 7366, evening meetings Sean Glynn 082 468 5805, 
Darvill and Bisley projects Ian Gordon 083 570 6782.
Bird ringing at Darvill, Karkloof Conservation Centre, Cedara, Hilton College:  
Contact Karin Nelson on 033 330 3027 or 072 779 4219.

Please contact the coordinator before an outing 
to confirm the time of meeting and other arrangements.

Coordinators of outings to private property must please phone 
the owner a week in advance to confirm the outing.

APRIL
Sunday 8 (not Sun 1 which is Easter Sunday) 06h30 – Morning outing to Darvill. 
Coordinator Gordon Bennett 033 386 5555 or 072 875 1436.
Tuesday 10 – Presentation in Woodgrove at 18h00 by Dr David Johnson on “Birding 

in the Ecuador Highlands”.
Sunday 15 – Morning outing to Umgeni Valley, David Crampton 082 771 7274
Wednesday18 18h00 - Presentation in Ambers Auditorium by Arnia van Vuuren, 
“Ramblings of a Birdwatcher through the Karoo”.
Wednesday 25 – Morning outing to Queen Elizabeth Park. Meet at Greendale 
shopping Centre at 06h30 to arrange transport. Sally Cumming 033 239 2362 or 
072 119 4253.

MAY
Sunday 6 – Morning outing to Darvill at 07h00. Gordon Bennett 033 386 5555.
Wednesday 16 – Presentation in Ambers Auditorium at 18h00 by Peter Divall on 
“Birding in Zimbabwe”.
Sunday 20 – Morning outing to Eston Sugar Mill Dam. Phone coordinator Ian 
Gordon 083 570 6782 for arrangements.
Saturday 26 – Training course on “Identifying Birds in Winter Plumage” with Steve 
Davis in the Ambers Auditorium.
Wednesday 30 – Morning outing to Eston Sugar Mill Dam. Meet at Greendale 
Shopping Centre at 07h00 to arrange transport. Take the N3 south and turn off at the 
Umlaas Road off ramp. Over the bridge and bear left on the R603 towards Eston for 
about 20 km. Pass Tala Game Reserve and turn right just before the Caltex Service 
station onto the R624. The entrance to the Sugar Mill is the second on your left. 
Coordinator Eve Hughes 082 872 4333 or 033 330 2723.

JUNE
Sunday 3 – Morning outing to Darvill at 07h30. Gordon Bennett 033 386 5555.
Tuesday 12 – Presentation in Woodgrove at 18h00 by by Arnia van Vuuren 
“Ramblings of a Birdwatcher through the Karoo”.
Sunday 17 – Morning outing to Cumberland. The coordinator is Colin Summersgill 
060 827 3785.
Wednesday 20 – Presentation in Ambers Auditorium at 18h00 by Craig Nelson on 
“Bangweulu Swamps in search of Shoebill, plus Kasanka Fruit Bats”.
Wednesday 27 – Morning outing to Cumberland. There is an entrance fee of R20pp. 
Meet at the Greendale Shopping centre at 07h30 to arrange transport. Coordinator 
Drummond Densham 033 330 4039 or 083 321 7959.

JULY
Sunday 1 – Morning outing to Darvill at 07h30. Gordon Bennett 033 386 5555.
Sunday 15 – Outing to Pigeon Valley near Durban. Ian Gordon 083 570 6782.
Wednesday 18 18h00 – Presentation in Ambers Auditorium at 18h00 by Brent 
Coverdale on “Successful avian conservation in an ever changing landscape – 
Conservation action making birds relevant”.
Wednesday 25 – Outing Pigeon Valley near Durban. Meet at Greendale shopping 
Centre at 07h30 to arrange transport. Peter Divall 033 239 5537 or 083 263 4169.
Saturday 28 – Coordinated Avifaunal Roadcount (CAR). Contact Peter Divall 033 
239 5537 or 083 263 4169.
Mid-July to mid-August – Coordinated Water bird Counts (CWACs). Contact Eve 
Hughes 082 872 4333 or 033 330 2723.

Join us on BLKZNM Facebook

please consider a donation towards the Friends of Pigeon Valley. Bring chair, 
coffee/tea and eats for picnic afterwards.
Sunday 17 June 2018 – To be advised.

JULY 2018
Saturday 7 July 2018 07h30 – New Germany Nature Reserve with Elena Russell. 
Please confirm attendance, 031 705 2902, email elenarussell@telkomsa.net. Bring 
a picnic tea and chairs. Entrance is free but there is a donation box (for bird food!). 
Mid-winter special is Spotted Ground Thrush.
Wednesday 11 July 19h00 – Indoor meeting at Westville Methodist Church, Jan 
Hofmeyr Road, Westville. Speaker to be advised. 
Sunday 15 July 06h30 – Brettenwood Coastal Estate with Rex Aspeling. Contact 
Rex (082 301 8177) by Saturday to arrange an access code. You will need your 
drivers license and an access code for access into the estate.
Wednesday 18 July Wednesday 08h00 – Jubilee Park NR with Lesley Frescura. 
Midwinter, but we will still scout out the mannikins and resident warblers. This gives 
us a chance to explore the park a bit further as it should be dry at that time of year. 
This small but beautiful reserve is a swamp forest, which Marion Spence and John 
Hinck have spent six years rehabilitating, removing alien vegetation and planting 
indigenous trees. John has also built an excellent wooden boardwalk over the wetter 
areas. Obviously this all costs money, so I would like to suggest that everyone 
contributes a small donation. Bring tea and a chair for afterwards.                                                                 

Please consider joining the few volunteers and lead an outing 
at a venue of your choice. Contact John Bremner, johnandtot@telkomsa.net
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Please note all outings are on the second and fourth Sunday of the month unless 
otherwise stated. They are advertised in the South Coast Herald, South Coast Fever 
and The Rising Sun a few days prior to each event. The venues and dates of outings 
may be changed at short notice; please check www.birdlifetrogons.blogspot.com for 
updated information or phone Hazel van Rooyen on 072 355 8837 for further details.

www.birdlifetrogons.blogspot.com

NELSON'S SAFARIS AFRICA

Guided on-board overland safari to some great birding 
and general game viewing destinations in Southern Africa. 
Safaris are inclusive of transport (in 4X4 vehicles), camping 

or chalet accommodation, meals and park entry fees

Safari groups are a maximum of 6 people 
accompanied by the owner/ guides in two vehicles

2018 SAFARIS

2-week Mabuasehube and Kgalagadi – 
Mabuasehube, Nossob, Mata Mata and Rooiputs. March 2018

3-week Zimbabwe – Hwange, Chizarira, Matusadona, Mana Pools and Bvumba 
(Mutare) September 2018

3-week Zambia Bats and Birding – Kafue, Lochinvar (possibly), Forest Inn, Kasanka 
(Bat Country), Bangweulu Wetland (Shoebill country) 

and Mutinondo. Late October into November 2018

Please contact the guides, Craig and Karin Nelson,
for further information

Phone: 033 3303027   Mobile: 082 9000107
nelsonsafaris@tiscali.co.za    www.nelsonsafaris.co.za

11 March 06h30 – Shongweni
19-23 March – St Lucia Away-trip
25 March 06h30 – Bushbuck Trail
8 April 06h30 – Lake Eland 
22 April 06h30 – Ellingham 
13 May 07h00 – Umdoni Park, Pennington
27 May 06h30 – Oribi Gorge & Vulture hide

BIRDLIFE ZULULAND

 For information or details check out the website:  

www.birdlifezululand.co.za
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