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Season’s Greetings! 
 
 

Instead of slowing down over the festive season, the rehab only picked up; with a record 
number of admissions during December. We had several birds come in which were very 
thin and weak, including a European Honey Buzzard which was incredibly anaemic, and 
unfortunately died. Several of these migratory raptors have been admitted to rehabs 
across the country in similar states of malnutrition. The question is if they have taken 
strain on their annual migration and arrived in South Africa exhausted of all reserves, or if 
the conditions in South Africa have been so bad after the drought that the birds have not 
been able to sufficiently replenish their fuel reserves on arrival.  Apart from our bird 
which never recovered, several of the other cases have thankfully rallied and been 
successfully released again.  
 

Admissions: 
 

During December we had 15 admissions: 2 Jackal Buzzards, 1 Honey Buzzard, 1 Black 
Sparrowhawk,  3 Yellow-billed Kites, 1 Spotted Eagle Owl, 1 Steppe Buzzard, 2 African 
Goshawks, 3 Barn Owls and 1 Wahlberg’s Eagle. 
 

One of the Yellow-billed Kites admitted was 
a fledgling from a nest on a nearby farm. 
When the young bird was found beneath 
the nest, unable to fly, it was brought in. On 
admission it showed signs of poor feather 
growth and an abnormal left wing. We put 
the retarded growth down to poor diet 
while it was growing, but across the country 
several other instances have been reported, 
especially amongst corvids (crows and 
ravens) of poor feather growth, resulting in 
the inability of these fledgling birds to fly.  
A Facebook group has been created so that people can post their findings of similar 
incidents: https://www.facebook.com/groups/feather.problems/?ref=br_tf 
A group of researchers is looking into the possible causes for this, but will need to collect 
as much data on these incidents as possible to substantiate findings. 
We are monitoring the young Yellow-billed Kite to see if diet and exercise/physiotherapy 
will make any difference in correcting the abnormal feather and bone growth.  
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/feather.problems/?ref=br_tf


 
Releases: 
 

The following birds were released in December: 4 Spotted Eagle Owl, 1 Steppe Buzzard, 2 
Yellow-billed Kites, 1 Little Sparrowhawk and 2 Barn Owls. 
 

 

The young Barn Owls were released 
at Underberg Primary School as part 
of the N3TC funded Owl Box Project. 
The owls are an unrelated pair that 
will hopefully settle in the school 
vicinity and make use of the nesting 
boxes that have been installed. One 
was an orphan from a damaged nest, 
and the other was hit by a car not 
long after fledging. Thankfully neither 
suffered severe injuries, and were 
able to be utilised as part of the 
education project and successfully 
released onto the school grounds.  

 

Research: 
 

The Crowned Eagle chick ringing season is in full swing for Post Doc researcher Dr Shane 
McPherson. The intention is to fit metal SAFRING’s and alpha-numeric colour rings onto 
at least 20 chicks this season (December – February).  The data that has been collected 
over the past four years on the movements and dispersal patterns of these young birds is 
proving to be very interesting.  We are proud to be part of the team assisting with the 
climbing and fitting of rings on these young birds.  Please report any sightings, with as 
much detail as possible, to the Crowned Eagle Research page: 
https://www.facebook.com/CrownedEagleResearch/?fref=ts  or alternatively email us at 
kznraptorrescue@gmail.com 
 

   
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/CrownedEagleResearch/?fref=ts


Donations/funding: 
 

We appeal once again for folks to consider setting up monthly debit orders to support our 
work throughout the coming year. A small amount of R50 will not make a huge dent in 
most people’s budgets, but will make a big difference in helping us to cover the ever 
increasing costs to run the facility.  
 

Without your support we would not exist! 

 
And to end: 
 

 

Best wishes for 2017 
 

  
Kind regards, 
 
 

Tammy 
 
 

Contact details: 
Raptor Rescue Rehabilitation Centre 
kznraptorrescue@gmail.com 
www.raptorrescue.org.za 

Ben: 082 359 0900 
Tammy: 076 724 6846 
Find us on Facebook! 

Banking details: 
Predatory Bird Projects 
Standard Bank 
Account no: 037530224 
Branch code: 040727 
Reference: Raptor Rescue 
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