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Greetings 
 
 

The horrific incident of a perfectly healthy adult female Crowned Eagle that was killed by 
rodent poison attracted some welcome media attention to the destructive by-kill all 
poisons have the potential of causing. Although Crowned Eagles are not the normal by-
kill of rodent poison, any bird of prey is an opportunist, and a sick rat, providing an easy 
target, might just have been an opportunity too good to resist for this bird. The initial 
post mortem examination had us confused as the bird showed no signs of injury or ill 
health. It was when the dissection was done, and the abdominal cavity opened that the 
true extent of the damage was seen; massive internal haemorrhaging from the anti-
coagulant that is an active ingredient in rat poison. The Facebook post of the story and 
graphic photos was seen by 67 000 people, shared 463 times and had 99 comments. The 
story was also released in a local newspaper. We can only hope that the widespread 
sharing of this story will result in more informed people aware of the dangers of glibly 
placing rodent poison for ‘that one pesky rat’. 
 

Admissions: 
 

During November we had 10 admissions: 1 Lanner Falcon, 1 Wood Owl, 3 Yellow-billed 
Kites, 1 Crowned Eagle, 1 Little Sparrowhawk, 1 Eurasian Hobby, 1 Steppe Buzzard and 1 
Black Sparrowhawk.  
 

Crowned Eagles owned the limelight in November, with 
the injured Crowned Eagle from Ballito also attracting his 
fair amount of media attention. The bird was hit by a 
motor vehicle on one of the busy North Coast highways, 
resulting in some serious damage to the right side of his 
body, including a broken wing, damaged leg, blind eye 
and head injury. The fact the bird was still alive was a 
miracle, and testament to how strong these eagles are. 
He was initially treated by Dr Gouws from the Ballito 
Veterinary Hospital, and had some very intensive care 
under wildlife rehabilitator, Karen Zastron, before being 
stable enough to transfer to us. This is a long term case 
who has showed an incredible determination to recover 
despite all the things wrong with him. His progress has 
been slow, but steady and only time will tell what will be 
left irreparably damaged.   



 

Releases: 
 

The following birds were released in November:  2 Wood Owls, 1 Black Sparrowhawk and 
3 Spotted Eagle Owls. 
 

 

The 3 Spotted Eagle Owls were named ‘Snap, 
Crackle and Pop’ by members of the 
community in Chase Valley where they were 
released. This due to the clicking sound owls 
make with their beaks when they feel afraid 
or under stress. The birds were housed in a 
hack enclosure on the property belonging to 
Hennie and Beth De Bruin that borders on a 
stream, indigenous bush, and forest area. All 
three birds were adults, and it did not take 
them long to adjust to the new surroundings 
before they were ready to fly free. 

 

Research: 
 

Another successful ringing training day was held by Dr Lorinda Hart at the clinic. We had 
some of the UKZN regular ringers attend, as well as some visiting students. As usual it was 
a relaxed and fun environment to learn in, and was enjoyed by all. This will be the last 
formal ringing training session of the year, but we look forward to continuing with the 
research development and training in 2017. 
 

Donations/funding: 
 

The annual Raptor Rescue Golf Day was once again 
held at Camelot Golf Estate in Hillcrest. We cannot 
adequately express our gratitude to Tony and 
Barbara Wint who started this initiative over a 
decade ago, and who have been such a huge 
contributor to the success and growth of the rehab 
centre. We look forward to the event every year 
since it gives us a chance to catch up with old friends, 
meet new ones, and generally have fun all round.  
 

Thank you again to each and every person who donates to support what we do. Some of 
you we know by name, others have made anonymous donations, but without any of you 
we would not have a ‘raptor rescue’ centre at all.  
 

 
 



And to end: 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Kind regards, 
 
 

Tammy 
 
 
 

Contact details: 
Raptor Rescue Rehabilitation Centre 
kznraptorrescue@gmail.com 
www.raptorrescue.org.za 

Ben: 082 359 0900 
Tammy: 076 724 6846 
Find us on Facebook! 

Banking details: 
Predatory Bird Projects 
Standard Bank 
Account no: 037530224 
Branch code: 040727 
Reference: Raptor Rescue 
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