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Greetings 
 

Just when you think you have heard it all with regards to the illegal harvesting of birds of 
prey and their body parts, a new story surfaces. Dr Darcy Ogada from the Peregrine Fund 
recently released an article on the plight of the Mackinder’s Eagle Owl in Kenya. Not only 
are these bird persecuted for the superstitious belief that they are harbingers of death, 
but their eggs have become a valuable commodity on the black market because of the 
belief that they have properties that can cure cancer and HIV. In fact the eggs are more 
valuable per gram than Rhino Horn, and exceptionally easy to harvest, making it a low 
risk/high return form of poaching. Because of the widespread superstition and resulting 
hatred of owls, there is also very little public support in Kenya for their protection. Will 
this signal the extinction of the species in that country?  
 

Admissions: 
 

During September we had 9 admissions: 2 Black Sparrowhawks, 3 Wood Owls, 1 Barn 
Owl, 2 Spotted Eagle Owls and 1 Yellow-billed Kite 
 

 

With the Wood Owl breeding season in full swing, it 
is not surprising that we suddenly had a couple of 
admissions in one month, as opposed to hardly 
seeing the species the rest of the year. Of the three 
admitted in September, 1 was a fledgling picked up, 1 
a concussion case from a collision with a motor 
vehicle and 1 with Avian Malaria. The owls are more 
active during this time of year than any other, and so 
it is very important to ensure that they are returned 
to their territories as soon as possible if they are 
breeding adults, as their mate and possible young 
rely on them.  

 

Releases: 
 

The following birds were sent out for release in September:  13 Spotted Eagle Owls 
 

One of the Spotted Eagle Owls was admitted and released 10 days later. The chick came 
from Underberg where it had fallen from the nest tree during a storm. This in itself would 
not have necessitated a stay at the clinic, but the unfortunate youngster got its leg caught 
in a fence on the way down, and was hanging there for an uncertain amount of time 



before being rescued. The leg was understandably affected by this, but thankfully not 
broken. A few days in the clinic to aid the healing and recovery of the bruised and 
sprained leg was necessary before the youngster could be re-united with its parents and 
sibling. There was no issue in sending the chick back, even after 10 days, as the family 
accepted its return without any fuss.  
 

 
Chick on admission 

 
Returned to the nest site 

 
Parent arrived immediately 

 

Research: 
 

Fountainhill Estate recently held their first 
Mini Research Symposium to present the 
various agricultural and environmental 
projects and research that the estate 
undertakes through the Taeuber 
Management Trust. Raptor Rescue is proud 
to be part of their goal and vision of 
farming in harmony with nature.   
 

Donations/funding: 
 

To those kind folks who have assisted us in raising money for transmitters, here is an idea 
of the value involved in post release monitoring.  
 

 

The points on the map show the 
movements of a pair of Fish Eagles 
rehabilitated and released. The 
male is in red, and the female in 
green. The transmitters were 
funded by Iain Buchan, and the 
eagles released from his farm in 
Curry’s Post. We have been able to 
track them post release and keep 
an eye on them without physically 
having to find the birds every day. 

 
 
 



 
We continue to appeal for funding for transmitters to assist with post-release monitoring. 
All data is collected and will be used for valuable research on the species involved. 
 

Thank you to all the exceptionally kind and generous folk who do continue to support our 
work. We honestly could not do it without you. 
 

And to end: 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Kind regards, 
 
 

Tammy 
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