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Greetings 
 

Although September is officially Spring month, we could definitely see the start of it in 
August with the first rains having come in a deluge at the end of July. The great 
excitement, apart from the budding of new life in every form, and the return of many of 
our migrant raptors, is that the birds that we have held through the winter can now 
finally be released into a more welcoming environment with kinder weather and better 
prey availability.  Holding birds over winter is not always ideal because of the risk of 
reduction in fitness levels, but for some birds, especially migrant species such as Yellow-
billed Kites and Amur Falcons, expecting them to be able to make their incredible 
migrations straight after recovering from trauma, and lagging behind the rest of their kind 
by several weeks, is simply not fair on the birds. For others that have come in during the 
winter months weak and emaciated, it stands to reason that they are finding the harshest 
time of year difficult to survive in, and by holding them over till conditions have improved 
(theirs as well as the season) we present them with a better chance of survival.  
  

Admissions: 
During August we had 17 admissions: 1 Secretary Bird, 4 Jackal Buzzards, 1 Lanner Falcon, 
5 Spotted Eagle Owls, 1 Barn Owl, 1 Black Sparrowhawk, 1 Fish Eagle, 2 Peregrine Falcons 
and 1 Marsh Owl.  
 

 

Last month saw the influx of Barn Owl chicks 
and fledglings to the clinic, and this month it 
has been the turn of the Spotted Eagle Owls. As 
chicks start gaining more mobility and 
independence in the wild, they leave nesting 
sites to explore their environment, try to follow 
after parents, and generally get up to all sorts 
of mischief that is part of growing up. Often 
these errant youngsters are found and picked 
up and handed in to rehab centres. We always 
encourage folks to try and leave these young 
birds in a safe place, as devoted parents will 
spend many hours trying to locate them again, 
but in cases where the lives of the young birds 
are at risk, it is better to err on the side of 
caution and remove them from danger.  

  



 
Releases: 
The following birds were released in August: 1 Long-crested Eagle, 2 Barn Owls, 1 Yellow-
billed Kite, 2 Jackal Buzzards and 2 Spotted Eagle Owls. 
 

The two Jackal Buzzards released at 
Camdeboo Lodge in Hilton proved how 
different individual birds can be from one 
another; even if they are the same species. 
These were both juvenile birds that came 
into the rehab at the same time, were 
moved to a recovery enclosure at the same 
time, and released together. On release, 
the one bird took off in a straight line over 
the trees, heading for Howick, and the 
other took its time exploring the area 
around the enclosure, and diligently came 
back every afternoon to collect its food. 
The only difference between the two is that 
one is male, the other female. The male 
stayed and the female left.   
 

Research: 
 

 

The Owl Box Project in Mpophomeni 
funded by the N3 Toll Concession (N3TC) 
is complete and has been a great success. 
Two young Barn Owls were released into 
the area after a short stay in a temporary 
enclosure where they became the focal 
point of education and awareness on 
owls. The children especially became very 
fond of the birds, giving them the names 
Gugu and Sphiwe (Gift and Precious) and 
have asked when more owls are going to 
be released. Some of the older ladies with 
gardens also requested more owls as they 
have problems with rodents. An owl box 
was installed at one of the schools, with 
requests for more. Data has been 
collected and will soon be collated to give 
us an idea of the efficacy of the project in 
promoting owl advocacy.  

 
 



 

Donations/funding: 
Although it is not a fundraiser that will benefit Raptor Rescue, it will most certainly be 
benefitting a raptor threatened with extinction – the iconic Bearded Vulture. The Rhino 
Peak Challenge is a race organised in Underberg solely for the purpose of raising funds for 
Rhino conservation (the species the peak has been named after) and Bearded Vulture 
conservation (a well-known resident in the peak area).  
 

Our very own Bearded Vulture specialist, Dr Sonja Kruger, will herself be taking part in 
the race to raise funds for the birds she is so desperately fighting to save. Please, please 
support the initiative: 
http://www.rhinopeakchallenge.co.za/people-pledge/?celeb_id=4 
 

And to end: 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Kind regards, 
 
 

Tammy 
 
 

Contact details: 
Raptor Rescue Rehabilitation Centre 

kznraptorrescue@gmail.com 
www.raptorrescue.org.za 
Ben: 082 359 0900 
Tammy: 076 724 6846 
Find us on Facebook! 
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