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Greetings 
 

I was lucky enough to spend most of March in Kenya where I had the opportunity to meet 
two of the trustees of the Kenya Bird of Prey Trust. Sarah Higgins, the founding member 
of the trust runs a rehabilitation centre at Lake Naivasha called the Naivasha Owl Centre. 
I spent some time at her beautiful lakeshore property, meeting the non-releasable birds 
that have been given sanctuary, as well as the birds that have recovered from illness and 
injury and are going through the process of rehabilitation and release. Most of the time in 
Kenya I spent at the legendry Simon Thomsett’s Raptor Camp on the Soysambu 
Conservancy. Simon is another trustee, and has an infinite amount of knowledge and 
experience, having worked with birds of prey since childhood. It was an honour and 
privilege to be his guest, and to be able to dip into his wealth of knowledge. I left Kenya 
with a new appreciation for the beauty and bounty of her wildlife, but also a feeling of 
underlying sadness; it is all too apparent the difficulties and obstacles conservationists 
face in trying to protect and preserve the wildlife against the burgeoning human 
population, with the resulting poverty, corruption and instability that often go hand in 
hand in so many African countries.  
 

 
Sarah and Verreaux’s Eagle Owl ‘Tai’ 

  
Simon and Tawny Eagle ‘Boo’ 

 

Admissions: 
Meanwhile, back at the clinic, during March we had 8 admissions: 1 Lappet-faced Vulture, 
1 White-backed Vulture, 1 Cape Vulture, 1 Barn Owl, 1 Little Sparrowhawk, 1 Steppe 
Buzzard, 1 Spotted Eagle Owl and 1 Black Sparrowhawk. 
 



The Lappet-faced and White-backed Vultures came from 
the same location near Colenso. The Lappet-faced Vulture 
had a patagial tag on (a wing tag used for research) that 
belonged to Andre Botha from the Endangered Wildlife 
Trust. The tag had his contact number and a reward if the 
vulture was found. Andre received a call from a rural 
farmer that had the bird, and Raptor Rescue was called on 
to respond. When Ben arrived at the scene to collect the 
bird he went prepared to treat a poison case.  The farmer 
reassured Ben that the vulture had not been poisoned, but 
because of the drought, a lot of the livestock in the area 
had died, and vultures had been coming into the area in 
large numbers to feed off the carcasses.  This particular 
vulture had been too heavy to take off after gorging itself 
and was caught. On seeing the contact number and reward 
offered on the tag, the farmer had made the call. Ben duly 
paid the reward, upon which the farmer casually 
mentioned he had picked up another vulture, if Ben was 
interested.  And that is how the White-backed Vulture 
came to be admitted to the clinic too. Both birds have been 
given a clean bill of health and will be released again soon.  

 

 
  

Releases: 
Raptors released this month: 1 Steppe Buzzard, 4 Spotted Eagle Owls and 1 African 
Harrier Hawk. 
 

 

The four Spotted Eagle Owls were sent to Sani 
Valley Lodge near Himeville for release. Sani Valley 
Lodge was once farmland, but has been reclaimed 
as a conservation area. It was with great sadness 
when we visited the site that we discovered there 
were no resident owls. Owl boxes were installed 
on the site, and now these four young owls have 
been reintroduced to the area. Bird life on the 
property abounds, but there is a serious rodent 
problem around the buildings and dump site. 
There is heavy speculation that rodent poison was 
used in the past, proving that the rodents have 
survived, but the owls in the area have not. With 
the new eco-conscious management of the area, 
these owls will hopefully settle and breed, 
predating on the rodents and restoring natural 
balance to this beautiful spot.  

 

  



Public Awareness: 
 

Ernst Retief from BirdLife South Africa is 
collecting data on fence collisions and 
mortalities.  BirdLife SA has asked the general 
public to submit online records to: 
http://www.birdlife.org.za/conservation/imp
ortant-bird-areas/iba-projects. 
Please gather as much data as possible on the 
type of bird and type of fence involved in any 
mortalities or injuries you may come across.  

 
 

Donations/funding: 
 

Thank you to all our wonderful donors, who continue to support the work we do. It is 
very hard to express the magnitude of our gratitude, except to say that without the 
donations and support, everything we have worked so hard to achieve, and everything 
we do would not be possible. Every single person who has donated to and supported our 
cause is justifiable in feeling that our achievements and accomplishments are as much 
due to their efforts as to ours. We are simply the team on the ground, but you are the 
support base we could not do without.  
  

And to end: 
 
 

 
  
Kind regards, 
 

Tammy 
 
 

Contact details: 
Raptor Rescue Rehabilitation Centre 

kznraptorrescue@gmail.com 
www.raptorrescue.org.za 
Ben: 082 359 0900 
Tammy: 076 724 6846 
Find us on Facebook! 
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