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Greetings 
 

Happy 2016!  I apologise for the delay in sending out the first newsletter of the new year. 
To say we hit the ground running this year is an understatement! Apart from the 
continuous influx of injured birds, we have several projects planned for the year, a slight 
re-structuring in terms of beneficiary status, and a website that is now finally published 
(although a few minor adjustments still need to be made). All in all, we are now more 
‘user friendly’ as far as our public profile is concerned, and our reach to include public 
interest in our work has been extended. Please go and have a look at the website: 
www.raptorrescue.org.za. 

 

Admissions: 
This month we had 10 admissions: 1 Little Sparrowhawk, 1 Palmnut Vulture, 3 Yellow-
billed Kites, 1 Jackal Buzzard, 2 Amur Falcons, 1 Barn Owl and 1 African Harrier Hawk. 
 

We had two cases come in that were both 
victims of collisions with barbed wire fences. 
Both birds; a Jackal Buzzard, and a Barn Owl, 
had to be euthanized because of the extent of 
their injuries. It is often the top strand of the 
barbed wire that hooks into the bird’s wings as 
they fly low over grasslands hunting for 
rodents. Their attention is so focussed on the 
sound or movement of their prey that they do 
not see the fence until it is too late. The barbs 
catch in the flesh or feather, and often the bird 
is twisted as it is pulled up short. In the ensuing 
struggle, the bird causes further damage as the 
hooked barbs tear through skin, tendons and 
ligaments. The easiest way to avoid or lessen 
the damage of barbed wire fences is to run a 
smooth top strand of wire, or to cover the top 
strand in thin, flexible PVC piping. 

 

 
 
Releases: 
Raptors released this month: 1 Grass Owl, 1 Steppe Buzzard, 1 African Harrier Hawk and 1 
Little Sparrowhawk. 

http://www.raptorrescue.org.za/


 

The Steppe Buzzard was released on site at Raptor Rescue 
by a delighted Andile Nzuza. Andile is the maintenance 
man for the clinic, and is also in charge of the day to day 
cleaning and feeding of the birds at the clinic. He is also 
on hand to present Zulu talks to school children and 
groups on birds of prey. But it is seldom he gets the 
chance to hold one of the patients. He assisted with 
holding the buzzard during the ringing and data collecting 
prior to release, and then was delighted to perform the 
release itself.  It went off smoothly with the buzzard 
flying to perch in a nearby tree, get its bearings, and then 
head off strongly in the direction it had originally come 
from. After the indignity of being hit by a motor vehicle 
while enjoying a meal of flying ants on the road (and 
subsequently vomiting this up all over the staff at the 
clinic on admission) I am sure it will be more vigilant in 
future as to where it chooses to land for a meal.  

 

Research: 
 

 
 

The Cape Vulture that we released in December is doing well. We know this because it is 
carrying a transmitter, and the data recorded shows its progress post release. It is always 
a worry when a bird that has been through the rehabilitation process is released. The 
hope is that the job done is sufficient to get the bird off to a strong start again in the wild, 
but the only way of knowing for sure, is to be able to track its movements. We hope in 
future to be able to put more transmitters on birds, not only to reassure ourselves that 
they are surviving, but also because the data collected will contribute to research and 
understanding, and open avenues for research on species that has not been done before. 
 

 



Donations/funding: 
 

Raptor Rescue has now become a beneficiary of Predatory Bird Projects, a non-profit 
organisation dedicated not only to assisting the rehabilitation work, but also the 
community based projects and most especially the research aspect of what we do.  
 
Under its umbrella, we will be able to allow people to donate specifically to whichever of 
our causes they feel touched to assist with. It will also allow donors a chance to see their 
acts of kindness in action.  
 
If you would like to donate to the rehabilitation work, you can reference your donation 
“Raptor Rescue”, and if you would like to donate to the research (which includes the 
purchase of transmitters and the tracking of birds), you can reference your donation 
“Research”  
 
And please remember, no donation is too small. We value every little bit that we get. It is 
what keeps us doing what we do. Raptor Rescue may be an organisation dedicated to 
birds of prey, but it is carried by the kindness of people. 
 

And to end: 
 
 

 
  
 

Kind regards, 
 

Tammy 
 
 

Contact details: 
Raptor Rescue Rehabilitation Centre 

kznraptorrescue@gmail.com 
www.raptorrescue.org.za 
Ben: 082 359 0900 
Tammy: 076 724 6846 
Find us on Facebook! 

Banking details: 

Predatory Bird Projects 

Standard Bank 

Account no: 037530224 
Branch code: 040727 

Reference: Raptor Rescue/Research 
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