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Greetings! 
 

South Africa is facing one of the worst droughts in 20 years. As with all natural disasters, 
it is the animals that suffer the most. It is nowhere more apparent for us that in the 
clinic itself. Boxes sit empty of birds, and there is real concern over the chances of 
survival for birds due for release. Many nests have failed to produce offspring this year, 
as often the spring rains are responsible for triggering the breeding cycle of many bird 
species. I have a feeling that unless the rains come, we may see many of the young 
raptors that have fledged this summer coming into conflict with humans in their 
desperate search for food. For those lucky ones that make it to our centre, sustenance 
and safety will be guaranteed until nature is able to provide for them again.  

 

 

Admissions: 
This month we had 9 new admissions: 7 Spotted Eagle Owls and 2 Yellow-billed Kites 
 

 

One of the Yellow-billed Kites came in with puncture 
wounds on the left side of the chest. Immediate 
fears were that the wounds were from pellets, but x-
rays at the vet revealed that they were not. The 
most logical explanation was that the wounds were 
inflicted by another kite during a territorial skirmish. 
Roughly half of the kites that return to South Africa 
from migration start breeding here once they arrive. 
As pairs set up territories, they become increasingly 
aggressive to any intruders and aerial battles ensue. 
On the positive side, with antibiotics and a healthy 
diet, this bird should make a complete recovery and 
be ready for release again shortly. We can only hope 
that he finds a more peaceful neighbourhood to 
settle into after release!  

 

Releases: 
This month’s we released 4 Spotted Eagle Owls, 2 Cape Eagle Owls, 2 Yellow-billed Kites, 
1 Steppe Buzzard, and 1 Black Sparrowhawk. 
 
The Yellow-billed Kites and Steppe Buzzard are migrants from last year who came in at 
the end of the summer. With no hope of being well enough to make the migration, they 
were held over for the winter. Students from the University of Kwazulu-Natal who have 



been undergoing ringing training at the clinic were on hand to assist with the release of 
these birds, learning important handling and release procedures to complete their 
training. 

   
 

Education: 
Two talks were given this month on owls. 
The talk at the Natal Museum in 
Pietermaritzburg was on urban owls: how 
to protect and promote them in our areas, 
as well as human threats and mitigation 
measures. The second talk was given to the 
Rosetta/Nottingham Road Conservancy 
group and was on the importance of owls 
in the ecosystem: the role they play as pest 
control agents, the threats they face, and 
how to protect them in the environment.  
Both talks were well attended and well 
received. It is heartening to see how many 
people are concerned about the fate of our 
birds of prey, and how many are dedicated 
to trying their best to protect them. Sadly 
though, sometimes it feels like a case of 
preaching to the converted. 

 

 

 

Donations/funding: 
Update on transmitters: Production of transmitters continues slowly, as the transmitters 
get built from scratch and have to pass several tests before they can finally be fitted onto 
the birds. We have gratefully received enough funding now for several transmitters for 
Fish Eagles and Secretary birds. Thank you to everyone who donated money towards 
these transmitters. 
 

We are still appealing for equipment that can be used for practical research training in 
the field. Our appeal is for old field guide books, binoculars, digital cameras, GPS, scopes, 
in fact, anything that may be of use in the field for tracking, observing and documenting 



wild birds of prey. If you don’t own any particular piece of equipment, but would like to 
donate towards an equipment fund, please find banking details below, and reference the 
donation ‘equipment’, so that your funds will be earmarked specifically for this purpose.  
 

We are extremely grateful to the people who continue to support us, and for the 
donations that come in. We simply could not do what we do without you! 
 

And to end: 
 
 

 
  
 
Kind regards, 
 

Tammy 
 
 

Contact details: 
Raptor Rescue Rehabilitation Centre 

kznraptorrescue@gmail.com 

www.africanraptor.co.za 
Ben: 082 359 0900 
Tammy: 076 724 6846 
Find us on Facebook! 

Banking details: 

Predatory Bird Centre 

Standard Bank 

Current account no: 302806334 
Hayfields branch code: 057525 

Reference: Raptor Rescue 
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