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Greetings! 
 

Recently somebody sent through this photo of dead 
raptors being sold at a ‘muthi’ (traditional medicine) 
market in Johannesburg. This activity is illegal, but 
happens regardless because of conflicts with ‘traditions’ 
and the historical use of bird and animal body parts for 
medicine. For various reasons, raids by police and 
wildlife authorities in the past have proved to have 
little effect in stopping the activity, and so it continues. 
One small consolation is that many of these birds are 
picked up already dead as road-kill or in the veld 
underneath power lines. Nevertheless, the demand for 
their body parts does fuel poaching, as they become 
more valuable dead than alive.    

 

 

Admissions: 
This month we had 7 new admissions: 3 Spotted Eagle Owls, 1 Black Sparrowhawk, 2 Fish 
Eagles, 1 Yellow-billed Kite and 1 Wood Owl 
 

 

The two young Fish Eagles were thankfully rescued from 
a fate probably not very different from that mentioned 
above. Some folks were driving along a road in 
Camperdown when they noticed a group of workers 
carrying these birds by their wings on the side of the 
road. The kind folks stopped and after negotiating with 
the workers, the birds were handed over. They arrived at 
the clinic in a sorry state, and the younger of the two 
looked as if it might not survive the ordeal. Through 
careful treatment, both birds have pulled through and 
are now in a recovery enclosure as we wait for them to 
become fully fledged and strong enough for release.  

 

Releases: 
This month’s we released 4 Spotted Eagle Owls. 
 

One of these owls was a small chick that came in.  Our biggest concern when raising a 
single, small chick, is the level of mal-imprinting that may result from being exposed to 
humans, instead of its own species. Luckily we have a very special Spotted Eagle Owl that 



happily plays surrogate parent to these chicks. Hip-hop came in as just one of these 
chicks. He was successfully raised and released on Ishona Langa game farm. Although he 
is by no means a ‘pet’ and interacts with wild owls in the area, he lives in his own owl 
house just outside of the main house, and prefers the company of people as opposed to 
his own species. Ideally this is not a productive life in the wild for Hip-hop, but he has 
proved invaluable to us in that he happily takes on the role of surrogate parent to 
orphaned chicks, raising them himself, and in doing so, preventing them becoming 
completely imprinted on humans. As soon as this chick was a bit older, it was sent off to 
be raised by Hip-hop.  
 

   
 

Research: 
Morgan Pfeiffer is a PhD candidate at the University of Kwazulu-Natal. She is from the 
USA and is presently doing research on the movement ecology of Cape Vultures in the 
Eastern Cape Province. Towards the end of September a team consisting of members 
from UKZN, Raptor Rescue and the local Colleywobbles community were involved in 
retrieving nestling vultures from the breeding colony at Colleywobbles to fit metal 
SAFRING rings, yellow patagial wing tags, and cellular based GPS transmitters. 
Photographs and blood for DNA and avian sexing were also taken. The data on these 
birds’ movements will help to determine which areas should be defined as conservation 
buffers for power-line and wind turbine developments – two structures that are very 
hazardous to vultures and other big birds.  
 

   
 



 Donations/funding: 
Update on transmitters: We are extremely grateful for the donations that have come in 
for transmitters, and to the individuals that have stepped forward and offered 
sponsorship. Several transmitters are in production at the moment, with the intention of 
fitting them onto 2 Fish Eagles and 2 Secretary Birds prior to release.  
 

We are looking at developing an equipment store, whereby we will have field equipment 
that can be used for practical research training in the field. Our appeal is for individuals to 
please donate old field guide books, binoculars, digital cameras, GPS, scopes, in fact, 
anything that may be of use in the field for tracking, observing and documenting wild 
birds of prey. If you don’t own any particular piece of equipment, but would like to 
donate towards an equipment fund, please find banking details below, and reference the 
donation ‘equipment’, so that your funds will be earmarked specifically for this purpose.  
 

We are extremely grateful to the people who continue to support us, and for the 
donations that come in. We simply could not do what we do without you! 
 

And to end: 
 

 
  
Kind regards, 
 

Tammy 
 
 

Contact details: 
Raptor Rescue Rehabilitation Centre 

kznraptorrescue@gmail.com 

www.africanraptor.co.za 
Ben: 082 359 0900 
Tammy: 076 724 6846 
Find us on Facebook! 

Banking details: 

Predatory Bird Centre 

Standard Bank 

Current account no: 302806334 
Hayfields branch code: 057525 

Reference: Equipment 
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