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Greetings! 
 
We have had a very quiet month in the clinic. We often have to wonder if this is a good or 
a bad thing? Does it mean that there are fewer birds of prey finding themselves in trouble, 
or just fewer birds of prey? There are mixed reports from members of the public; some 
report an increase in sightings of raptors in their area, while others bemoan the fact that 
resident raptors in their areas have mysteriously disappeared. Without a doubt, the 
threat to wildlife is global, and we do have an increase in species facing the brink of 
extinction. There definitely do seem to be certain species that have adapted to their 
changing environments however, and are holding their own despite the numerous threats 
they face. We continue to do what we can to help those raptors that reach our clinic, rare 
or not, knowing that what we do may or may not make a difference in the long run, but 
definitely makes a difference to that individual in the here and now.  
 

Admissions: 
This month we had 6 new admissions: 2 Spotted Eagle Owls, 1 Barn Owl, 1 Black 
Sparrowhawk, 1 African Harrier Hawk and 1 Grass Owl.  
 
The Grass Owl has by far been the most exciting 
admission since we don’t often get to see this very rare 
species. The bird is listed as threatened, and according to 
the Endangered Wildlife Trust, there are less than 5000 
of them left in Southern Africa. They are very habitat 
specific to open grasslands; marshlands, wetlands and 
flood plains. Habitat destruction is the number one 
threat to the species. This youngster was picked up by a 
farmer who went to inspect his boundaries after there 
was a neighbouring veld fire. He was surprised to find 
this bundle of fluff, and looked around for a nest in the 
long grass, but was unable to locate one. Fearing the 
worst, that the nest had been burnt, he took the chick to 
FreeMe, who then brought the chick through to us. 
Thankfully it had come to no harm during its fiery ordeal, 
and was extremely feisty and aggressive towards being 
handled – a very good sign! It has grown and developed 
well under our care, and plans are being made for its 
release soon into a protected area. 

 

 



Releases: 
This month we only sent two juvenile Barn Owls for release. We are holding some birds 
back, waiting for warmer weather and better prey availability.  
 
The Barn Owls were sent for release at Camdeboo Lodge. There is a well-established 
release enclosure there, complete with Barn Owl box. The young owls will be able to stay 
there for several weeks in the comfort of their own box until they are older and the 
weather has improved. 
 

   
 

Outreach: 
Just because the clinic has been quiet this month, does not mean we have been! We were 
involved in two bird of prey talks this month, educating the public on the work that 
Raptor Rescue is involved in. 
 

 

Ben presented a talk to BirdLife Port Natal 
on the history and the establishment of 
Raptor Rescue, its growth over the years, 
and the recent developments with regards 
to research. Raptor Rescue has most 
certainly flourished since its humble 
beginnings as a treatment clinic for sick 
and injured birds of prey, to a centre with 
a more holistic approach to the study and 
conservation of birds of prey. 
 

Our second set of talks was based in 
Underberg. Talks were held at several 
schools in the area during the day, as well as 
an evening talk to the farming and birding 
community. The talks stressed the 
importance of owls as ecological pest control 
agents and encouraged the community to 
get involved in the Owl Box Project as a way 
of promoting the protection and research of 
local owl populations.   



  

Donations/funding: 
To all of the folks who donated towards transmitters for our eagles and Secretary Birds 
due for release, I thank you sincerely. We are still short of the mark though, so I appeal 
once again to you for donations towards these transmitters. As I mentioned before, each 
transmitter costs in the region of R 6 000.00 to make, which I know is a lot for the average 
person to afford. But every little bit helps. Donate what you can. Once we have fitted the 
transmitters and released the birds, I will be able to keep all those who contributed 
updated with monthly or weekly tracking maps of the birds’ movements. So you will have 
the benefit of being involved in the progress of those birds post release, hopefully for 
many years.  
 

If you are interested in assisting with these transmitters, please find banking details 
below for the Predatory Bird Centre, which is responsible for developing the transmitters. 
A fund has been set up in the account specifically for research, so any donations should 
be referenced “Transmitter” as this will earmark the funds specifically for this purpose. 
 

We are extremely grateful to the people who continue to support us, and for the 
donations that come in. We simply could not do what we do without you! 
 

And to end: 
 

 
  
Kind regards, 
 

Tammy 
 
 

Contact details: 
Raptor Rescue Rehabilitation Centre 

kznraptorrescue@gmail.com 

www.africanraptor.co.za 
Ben: 082 359 0900 
Tammy: 076 724 6846 
Find us on Facebook! 

Banking details: 

Predatory Bird Centre 

Standard Bank 

Savings account no: 254 101 844 
Hayfields branch code: 057525 

Reference: Transmitter 
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