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IT was my privilege a year or so ago to come 
across a flock of about 250 Blue Cranes in a 
field near the Gariep Dam in the Karoo. It 
was an uplifting experience to watch these 
graceful birds feeding and then taking to the 
air and hearing their calls. 

I was reminded of Eve Palmer’s book, 
“Plains of the Camdeboo”. She evocatively 
described how flocks of cranes numbering 
in the thousands collected at dusk each day 
at the dam on the family farm. “As the sun 
sank the first cries of the cranes would be 
heard miles distant, until gradually the 
whole dark world was roaring with them. It is 
a sound familiar to every Karoo-born, harsh, 
strong and rich, and an evening filled with 
t h e s e  w i l d  c r i e s  i s  s p l e n d i d  a n d 
unforgettable.”
  The Blue Crane has been named Bird of 
the Year for 2015, but it was with shock and  
dismay that I read a report in February about 
a Richmond farmer who deliberately 
poisoned between 200 -1000 Blue Cranes 
over the past three years. Efforts by BirdLife 
South Africa and other organisations to 
educate people about the plight of 
vulnerable birds such as cranes, vultures 
and the Secretarybird, as reported on pages 
10 - 17 in this issue, deserve our full support. 

Crystelle Wilson
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When despair for the world grows in me
and I wake in the night at the least sound
in fear of what my life and my children's lives 
may be,
I go and lie down where the wood drake 
rests in his beauty on the water, and the great 
heron feeds.
I come into the peace of wild things
who do not tax their lives with forethought
of grief. I come into the presence of still water.
And I feel above me the day-blind stars
waiting with their light. For a time
I rest in the grace of the world, and am free.

- Wendell Berry

WE are in the hottest time of the year 
right now, when many birds escape to 
Kloof or the Midlands so as to avoid the 
high temperatures. However, the 
Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird seems now to 
thrive, and as the tar melts and the car 

retains the heat even when parked in the 
shade, you can hear its cadences from 
many a thicket. They never go beyond 
six, the call, but they do bring back a 
smile to my face thinking of the little one 
calling away whilst we humans rush 
from post office to shops to schools - so 
take some time off, seek the shade and 
'rest in the grace of the world.'

October began with the very popular 
visit to Shongweni on the first Saturday 
with Elena Russell. There was an 
excellent turnout and the bird count was 
in the region of 90 plus - not too shabby, 
especially as Shongweni was very dry 
and a lot of the veld had recently been 
burnt. White-browed Scrub Robins were 
in abundance, singing their hearts out 
from every tree and bush and hopping 
around on the ground like sparrows.  
Across the dam on one of the spits we 
had Great Egret, Cattle Egret, Black 
Crake, Afr ican Jacana, Common 
Moorhen, Red-knobbed Coots, Yellow-
billed Ducks and a pair of Purple Herons.  
Jenny Norman tells me that, according 
to her records, the coots are quite rare 
for Shongweni. We then went down to 

the bottom picnic site and 
watched a juvenile Crowned 
Eagle which had taken  refuge 
on a rocky ledge but was still 
being harassed by a pair of 
White-necked Ravens. This 
caused great excitement and 
must be the highlight of the 
morning's birding.

T h e  O c t o b e r  i n d o o r 
meeting took place at uShaka 
for our very own Save our 
Seabirds evening, where 
Judy and Bruce Mann gave 
those present a magnificent 
talk entitled “Flying in the 
Antarctic Freezer” - superb 
photography and who better 
than this intrepid couple to 

BELOW: BLPN president Roy Cowgill (left)
with guest speakers Judy and Bruce Mann 

at the Save our Seabirds event held 
at uShaka Sea World on 7 October 2014
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show us where they went and what they 
did. After the talk those present were 
invited to do a night walk through the 
aquarium which gave us an idea of the 
sea and its creatures at night.  Thanks to 
Roy and Steve for organising this for our 
members together with the uShaka 
team.

On Saturday 11 October Dave Bishop 
gave his famous “Birding for Beginners” 
c o u r s e  a t  P a r a d i s e  V a l l e y .  
Unfortunately the local papers let us 
down when it came to advertising it, but 
for those who were there it was very well 
worthwhile. Dave wil l be leaving 
KwaZulu-Natal in February to travel 
around the country, with no fixed agenda 
and getting to see some of the birding 
places which are difficult to find and get 
to. I am sure you all join with me in 
wishing him wonderful times. We shall 
miss him hugely - his contributions to the 
c lub  and commi t tee  have been 
enormous, so we do hope that he returns 
to KZN and then it will be wonderful to 
see the photographs of his travels.

On the same day, the Bird Monitoring 
and Conservation group had organised 
a biodiversity bash in the Palmiet NR in 
Westville. By all accounts it went very 
well, with enthusiastic members and 
Palmiet rangers and others listing and 
photographing as many species of 
plants and animals as possible.

The Krantzkloof bird group organised 
an excellent talk on 14 October with 
Chris Dalzell, giving those present a 
picture of Bhutan and its flora and fauna.  
These meetings are always very well 
attended and thoroughly enjoyed. Their 
committee works very hard to make the 
days a success, and they have drawn 
speakers from many parts of KZN to give 
us a glimpse of life, not only in our 
province, but elsewhere as well. Their 
December talk brought the delightful and 
wel l -prepared Rina Theron from 

Underberg to tell us about her work 
monitoring the Blue Swallow nests. It is 
exciting to know that more sites have 
been found and, with cooperation from 
the farmers and KZN Wildlife, hopefully 
all will go well with them in the future.

The Wednesday morning walks have 
also taken off this year - with Sandi du 
Preez and Lesley Frescura visiting 
many local nature reserves and other 
places. On 15 October we had an 
excellent morning's birding at the 
Amanzimtoti Bird Sanctuary which has 
been upgraded and now has the 
expertise of two wonderful bird guides to 
enhance what one can find. My eternal 
thanks to Jeffrey for finding the Narina 
Trogon for me - my bogey bird for so 
many years.  On Wednesday 19 
November Sandi invited members and 
friends to Jubilee Park in Westville and 
by all accounts this was thoroughly 
enjoyed.

The last Sunday in October had Barry 
Pu l lock  take  members  th rough 
V u m b u k a  N R ,  a l s o  c l o s e  t o 
Amanzimtoti. As you may have noticed 
Paul Bartho has been asking for 
members to lead at least one outing on 
the third Sunday of the month, when we 
go a little further outside eThekwini.  
Please think about doing one - as Paul 
says, you don't have to be a champion 
birder, just willing to organise the outing.  
Barry also did the Ellingham Estate in 
November and although the rain cut the 
outing short, Rex Aspeling took some 
great photographs, and the outing was 
thoroughly enjoyed by all.

I think that all the members, and 
particularly those who have enjoyed the 
weekends organised by Jane and Mike, 
are very sad that they have decided to 
discontinue their organisation of these 
times away. Their last one in November 
to Sand Forest Lodge was by all 
accounts, enjoyed by everyone. There 

was always a little extra to experience 
when on one of their weekends, and it 
will be very difficult to emulate their 
expertise and the bonhomie they 
brought to those who participated.

The Barn Swallows were welcomed 
back on Sunday 9 November at Mt 
Moreland. ACSA and the conservancy 
have done wonders at both Froggy 
Pond and Lake Victoria; the weather 
smiled that day and it was wonderful to 
welcome back the small adventurers 
who repeat their travels twice a year.  
Andrew Pickles continues his ringing of 
the birds on the Umzumbe floodplain, 
and all that hard work is beginning to pay 
off with one or two recaptures of birds 
ringed in Europe, so the painstaking 
work of knowing from where they come 
and where they go is continuing. A far cry 
from the Middle Ages when many 
people believed the swallows went 
under water for the winter! We now live 
in a completely different world, but the 
wonder of the swallows remains with us.

When I first took the chair of the club, 
it was acknowledged that KZN needed 
some young professionals undertaking 
the arduous task of bird conservation in 
the province. Once Mark Anderson 
became the BirdLife South Africa CEO, 
he saw how crucial these appointments 
were, and set about raising the 
necessary funds. We are incredibly 
lucky to have such excellence in the 
persons of Nicholas Theron, the 
regional conservation manager for KZN 
and his wife, Rina Theron, mentioned 
earlier for her work with the Blue 
Swallows, who are based in Underberg. 
Since the middle of last year we also 
have Robin Colyn based in Ladysmith 
and working as the Ingula project 
manager.  Our club was lucky enough to 
secure both these people to speak at our 
indoor meetings, with Nick being with us 
on 12 November, thus ending 2014, and 
Robin the first speaker of the new year 

on 14 January. He also brought his wife, 
Rachel, who assists with monitoring and 
recording. Their audiences totally 
enjoyed the focused and detailed 
presentations.

Although your committee is unable to 
agree to all invitations with a publicity 
component, we are happy to inform you 
that in May we will be at Cotswold 
Downs, participating in the revised 
format of the Kloof Indigenous Gardens 
Fair. Arnia, Virginia, Crystelle and 
myself spent a very informative morning 
at the beginning of December visiting 
the communi ty  just  opposi te  le 
Domaine, where we were made very 
welcome by Vic Bonsor.  More about this 
soon so please think of volunteering to 
talk and show visitors the wonderful 
birds to be found on the estate.

The indefatigable Elena was busy 
again welcoming a large crowd to 
Springside on 6 December for the club's 
last outing of the year. It was a cool 
morning, and at the end of the walk 
toas ted  sarmies  and  a  spec ia l 
presentation of a bottle of wine sent 
everyone away ready for the festive 
celebrations in store. Elena lead one 

ABOVE: Vic Bonsor (left) of Cotswolds 
Downs discussed plans for the 2015 
Kloof Indigenous Gardens fair with 
Lesley Frescura, Arnia van Vuuren 

and Virginia Cameron 

Crystelle Wilson
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more outing in December, however, 
when she did the Tanglewood Estate 
outing which had been cancelled in early 
November. Let her tell you about the 
visit: “Tanglewood is a magical place. On 
arriving we drove past the dams and the 
temptation to stop is great but we carried 
on and parked under the trees near 
Caryl's house. We first went into the 
forest and a lot of the birding to begin 
with was on call. Knysna and Purple-
crested Turaco, Tambourine Doves, 
Red-chested and Klaas's Cuckoos, brief 
glimpses of the Red-capped Robin-
Chat, Cape Batis, Dark-backed and 
Spectacled Weavers (plus nests) and 
the Square-tailed and Fork-tailed 
Drongos were everywhere.   We saw 
Spotted, Dusky, Black and African 
Paradise Flycatchers; Olive, Collared 
and Amethyst Sunbirds; Olive Thrush, 
Southern Boubou - and a brief glimpse of 
the Crowned Eagle.”

In early December the vivacious four - 
Arnia, Lesley, Crystelle and Virginia -  

visited Amanzimtoti to talk to Gill van 
Wyk of the conservancy there and her 
work with fishing line bins. We were very 
impressed, and hope to get this initiative 
going in other areas of eThekwini, so 
watch this space.

Then 2015 arrived with a bang - 
fireworks were abundant, and living 
above the Palmiet, I worried about the 
avian population roosting and breeding 
there. We've already had our first 
outings of the year and our first 
committee meeting and are gearing up 
for the AGM on 21 February - this year it 
will be at the Palmiet NR as they are 
doing alterations at Krantzkloof. Please 
consider standing for the committee - it 
is obvious that many members take 
advantage of all the outings and 
activities on offer, but your present 
committee is shrinking and we need new 
blood and people who are willing to take 
on certain portfolios so that we can 
continue to provide not only the walks 
and the talks but also the conservation 
thrust and support that is so important 
for the future.

In December we said farewell to two 
longstanding members of our club, but 
who stood as fearless eco-warriors in 
their own right. Much has been written 
and said about Ian Player whom we 
were proud to have as a member, and I 
well remember his address to the club 
on the occasion of our 60th anniversary 
in 2009. Jean Lindsay too stood tall as 
someone who never took no for an 
answer, took on the developers in her 
city council and conservancy work, 
supported NGOs like ourselves and 
WESSA, and always had ideas swirling 
in her head to do more and better. I 
personally shall miss her presence at 
the Biodiversity Forums and elsewhere.  
RIP.

Lesley Frescura
083 2313408

IT IS very dry here in our part of South 
Africa, we desperately need rain and a 
lot of it!

Let us hope by the time you read this 
that we will have received much-needed 
rain and that the water levels of our 
dams and pans are back to full. It's not 
looking very good here. Wherever there 
is a leak or a small pool of water, birds 
are there to have a drink and bath if 
possible. 

At times when it does rain it's so nice 
to see how the birds sit and enjoy it. In 
the early mornings they go onto the 
leaves to have a wash before starting 
the new day. It looks like there are 
enough seeds around but the plants are 
struggling. On the other hand, at two of 
our club outings rain came down heavily, 
keeping birders at home. But we saw a 
number of birds and had lots of fun. We 
should be going birding more often by 
the look of things. Our outings have 
been well attended although it gets very 
hot after 09h00.

In Empangeni the Spotted Eagle-
Owls are still around and can be found in 
daylight. There is also a pair of Palm-nut 
Vultures that can be found eating the 
fruits of the Raffia Palms. The Ayres’s 
Hawk Eagle has also been seen by 
Alison and me and we even have 
pictures of the rather notorious bird. 
That's a story for another day! 

We were very lucky to be able to go on 
holiday for two weeks and we made the 
most of it by going birding every day. We 
only had two days of sunshine but the 
birds were very kind to us. In the process 
we did 27 field cards for SABAP2. 
Places that I strongly recommend to visit 
are Wakkerstroom, Rietvlei Nature 
Reserve and the Austin Roberts Bird 
Sanctuary in  Pretor ia  and then 

BELOW: African Dusky Flycatcher
Crystelle Wilson

Chrissiesmeer. Wonderful birds to be 
found and the habitats are completely 
different from each other. One of many 
highlights was to be very close to an 
African Black Duck and watching how 
well it can navigate fast flowing water 
streams. It was also good to see a Black 
Heron doing its hunting strategy from up 
close.

Chrissiesmeer has always been on 
our must-go-there list and what a 
wonderful little town with so many birds. 
One should visit for at least two or more 
days. We will be going there again very 
soon and we plan never to bypass this 
town ever again without birding there for 
at least three hours.

We went to the Kruger National Park 
for one day when it was more than 40 C, 
but it did not stop us from doing 12 hours 
of birding. Morning was good but as the 
day got hotter the birds went into their 
shelter areas making it very difficult for 
us to spot them. We had to cancel a 
second visit due to heavy rain.

Back in our area of Richards Bay and 
Empangeni the birding remains very 
good and at low tide a number of migrant 
waders can be found. We receive nice 
reports from Bruce at the Umhlatuze 
Valley Sugar flats where some very 
special birds can always be found. 

In the middle of January Alison and I 
had the pr iv i lege of  tak ing two 
Americans birding for the day in and 
around Richards Bay and Empangeni. 
We had a most wonderful day and 
added 45 new species to their already 
impressive life list of 1731 bird species. 
The highlight of the day was the 
performance of four Grey Crowned 
Cranes in the shallow waters of a dam  
close to us. To see them dance was an 
awesome experience. We travelled 
quite a lot that day but tried to keep the 
route as short as possible to spend more 
time finding and looking at the birds.
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The fact that the pans and dams are 
very dry in a way make it easier to find 
waders. At times there are a lot of birds 
that come to drink and have a bath. 
uMkhuze Game Reserve has been very 
good as the rangers are filling one water 
hole which attracts many birds and 
animals.

Our meetings and outings are well 
attended and in February we will have 
our photo evening which always 
produces nice pictures to look at. It also 
is a nice way to freshen up on some ID 
skills. We are always trying to get more 
members and our Facebook group now 
has well over 800 members. I just wish 
more of them would be more active in our 
club activities, but modern technology 
has its advantages. The main thing is 
that we are getting more people to enjoy, 
something we are already having so 
much fun with.

As always you are more than 
welcome in our area. Hope to see you 
soon.

Johan Gouws
0832943370

THE year 2014 was one of much activity 
with a full programme of indoor meetings 
and outings. The club's annual fund-
raising dinner in October was very well 
attended. We had a presentation on 
butterflies in KwaZulu-Natal and in 
South Africa by Steve Woodhall who 
was our guest speaker.  The club raised 
a little under R3 000 which will be used to 
support a bird research programme in 
2015.  

The club introduced a new indoor 
meeting activity, “Bird Identification 
Dilemmas”, that is fun and informative.  
It provides the members (and non-
members) the opportunity to bring their 
photos to be identified. A panel of bird 
experts view them and identify the birds 
on the screen and give the salient points 
as to what to look for when identifying 
birds in the field.

OVER the past few months I have been 
reminded o f  how sens i t i ve  and 
precarious the status of many of our bird 
species is. We often take it for granted 
that we have a wealth of biodiversity and 
that our birds will always just be here.

Over the past two years we have been 
searching for Rudd's Lark at Matatiele.  
The Matatiele population has been 
known s ince  1911  when  a  few 
specimens were collected, but since 
then records have been sparse. In the 
early 1980s the species was thought to 
be extinct in the area but subsequent 
surveys established that the population 

still existed and furthermore was the 
highest known density of Rudd's Lark 
recorded anywhere. Sadly the site has 
since disappeared under housing. A few 
pairs were later discovered on the 
Matatiele commonage on the ridges and 
plateaus above Matatiele town. In 2007 
the commonage was declared a nature 
reserve which altered the grazing and 
burning regimes the site was subjected 
to and the last confirmed sighting of the 
species was in 2011. 

Over the past two years we have 
been searching for the species but with 
no luck. Our last trip was in January 
where we surveyed extensive parts of 
the Jumbla Mountain range which 
occurs to the south of Matatiele Nature 
Reserve. It seems that the population 
may no longer exist but we are 
determined not to give up yet. The exact 
reasons for the current disappearance 
are not known but we are hopeful the 
species may still somehow exist in the 
area. 

The good news however, is that the 
reserve must rank as one of the best 
sites in the country for the endangered 
Yellow-breasted Pipit and during our 
surveys we encountered numerous 
pairs in the grasslands of the reserve 
and in the surrounding areas. Matatiele 
Mountain is well worth a visit and we 
have had sightings of Cape Eagle-Owl, 
Drakensberg Rockjumper, Long-billed 
Pipit, Large-billed Lark, Red-winged 
Francolin, Black Harrier and a resident 
pair of Blue Crane. Cape Vulture 
regularly flies overhead and Bearded 
Vulture is a possibility. The more people  
visit the reserve and surrounding areas, 
the greater the chance that somebody 
somewhere may pick up Rudd's Lark. If 
anyone has had sightings of Rudd's Lark 
in Matatiele or anywhere else in the 
Eastern Cape and KwaZulu-Natal 
please report them.

Our members continue to be active 
with various citizen scientist projects 
including SABAP2 as well as CWAC and 
CAR counts. On the weekend of 24 
January my wife, Rina, and our son, 
David, joined Stuart McLean and other 
club members on a CWAC count of a 
few sites surrounding Underberg. Stuart 
does a fantastic job co-ordinating these 
counts each year and has done so for a 
number of years. The club also hosted 
another quiz evening at the end of last 
year organised by Aldo and Sharon 
Berruti. It was attended by a number of 
people from the Underberg community 
and I think has opened many people's 
eyes with regard to the fantastic array of 
birds that can be seen in southern 
KwaZulu-Natal. 

Nicholas Theron
078 5458977

The year was ended with a well-
attended birding outing and braai in the 
Hilton College's nature reserve.

Already the programme for the first 
part of this year is looking to be just as 
entertaining. The outing to Boschhoek 
Golf Estate was an enjoyable one to start 
the year with. The weather was misty 
and cool and the rain held off until we 
were back at the clubhouse for tea, 
coffee and sandwiches. The highlight of 
the morning was a sighting of a Little 
Bittern on the dam.

Outings planned for the coming 
months are visits to Eskom's Ingula 
Conservation Area, Hillside Lodge near 
Bulwer to see Cape Parrots and other 
forest birds, and a raptor course with 
Ulrich Oberpreiler.

The AGM is scheduled for Saturday 
28 February and our guest speaker is 
David Allan who be talking on “Pelagic 
birding off Durban.”

Drummond Densham
033 3304039

IT IS with a great 
sigh of relief that I 
c a n  r e p o r t 
favourably on the 
incident of one of 
o u r  m e m b e r s 

being mauled by a buffalo in the Kruger 
Park area at a private camp in mid-
November 2014. He is now home and 
well on the road to recovery after this 
horrendous ordeal.

 I also have the pleasure of reporting 
on the newly renovated vulture hide after 
it was burnt down last year. The 
completed hide has been handed over 
to the club and I advise you to look at this 
magnif icent hide on the web at 
http://birdlifetrogons.blogspot.com/201
5/01/barry-porter-memorial-hide-now-
open-for:html     

March 2015       8                                                                
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One of our members has developed a 
dam on his farm in Port Edward and he is 
reporting some great sightings, including 
a pair of African Pygmy Geese present 
since the middle of November. Also 
seen: Little Bittern, Dwarf Bittern, Purple 
Heron, African Purple Swamphen, 
White-backed Duck, Fulvous Duck, 
Sedge Warbler and Great Reed Warbler.

Our fortnightly outings prove once 
again that some sightings can still excite 
the group. 

The 2014 BirdLife Trogons end-of-
year lunch was held at the Oribi Gorge 
Hotel on Sunday 30 November. The 
function was well attended by 27 
members of the club. The morning 
birding walk was, sadly, once again 
scuppered by bad weather.

Our AGM is due to be held in February 
when a new chairman is to be elected 
due to Andy Ruffle resigning.

Herbert Osborne
Acting chair

Clubs to decide 
on membership 
administration

ALL six BirdLife clubs in KZN will 
have  rece i ved  t he  Ju l y  and 
December 2014 letters from BirdLife 
S o u t h  A f r i c a ’ s  m e m b e r s h i p 
secretary, Shireen Gould, notifying 
them of changes in membership 
administration if the club chooses to 
do its own after March 2015. BirdLife 
Port Natal will retain the status quo, 
with BLSA continuing to do the 
membership administration. 

Lesley Frescura
Chair of KZN Chairs’ Forum

CONSERVATION AND PROJECTS

THE Bird of the Year for 2015 is the 
famous five cent bird, South Africa's 
national bird, the Blue Crane.

“Selecting this crane wil l  help 
everyone realise the need to conserve 
the country's wetlands and grasslands,” 
BirdLife South Africa's Chief Executive 
Officer Mark Anderson said.

This decade has seen Tristan 
Albatross, White-winged Flufftail, Barn 
Swallow, African Fish Eagle and Lesser 
Flamingo all getting the honour, but this 
year it is the iconic Blue Crane.

'Bird of the Year' is BirdLife South 
Africa's annual initiative for awareness 
a b o u t  b i r d s  a n d  b i r d  h a b i t a t 
conservation. The Bird of the Year 2015 
initiative is sponsored by Waltons. “Each 
year choosing the bird is highly 
contested, with nominations and furious 
voting and support for various species, 
but this year the Blue Crane won,” said 
Nikki McCartney, events manager of 
BLSA.

Educating people is a key component 
of BLSA’s conservation work. The bird 
conservation NGO is developing 
learning materials using the Blue Crane 
as a flagship species. This will be an 
incentive to conserve wetlands and 
grasslands. The Blue Crane, other 
crane species and many other less 
charismatic, but equally important 
species, depend on these habitats.

The Blue Crane is endemic (only 
found in a certain region) to southern 
Africa, with more than 99% of the 
population occurring within South Africa. 
A small breeding population occurs in 
northern Namibia, in and around Etosha 
Pan.

“As the five cent bird, the Blue Crane 
is generally well-known to South 
Africans,” said Anderson. “This, and its 
attractive and charismatic life style, 
account for its popularity,” he added.

Poisoning, habitat alteration, and 
power line collisions are all significant 
threats to Blue Cranes. Poisoning 
occurs intentionally and inadvertently. 
Loss  o f  Sou th  A f r i ca ' s  na tu ra l 
grasslands threatens Blue Crane 
habitat. 

Mainly found on privately owned 
farms, a key to their conservation is 
good relationships between landowners 
and conservation agencies to ensure 
appropriate management of these 
environments.

Blue Crane 
honoured

The African Crane Conservation 
Programme of the Endangered Wildlife 
Trust (EWT) works on awareness and 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  e d u c a t i o n  f o r 
landowners, local communities and 
other stakeholders. They aim to reduce 
crane/farmer conf l ic ts,  increase 
community involvement in sustainable 
use and conservation of wetlands and 
grasslands, monitor crane populations 
and the trade in captive cranes, and 
work with Eskom to reduce power-line 
collisions. More information is available 
on their website: https://www.ewt.org.za

Nikki McCartney
083 6361060, events@birdlife.org.za

ABOVE: These Blue Cranes were part of a flock of about 250 birds photographed 
near the Gariep Dam, an area that hosts about 40% of the country’s population. 
The main stronghold for Blue Cranes is the Western Cape while KwaZulu-Natal 

has a much smaller population. Blue Cranes are classified as Vulnerable, 
with a national species count of 25 000.

Crystelle Wilson
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Herbert Osborne
Acting chair

Clubs to decide 
on membership 
administration

ALL six BirdLife clubs in KZN will 
have  rece i ved  t he  Ju l y  and 
December 2014 letters from BirdLife 
S o u t h  A f r i c a ’ s  m e m b e r s h i p 
secretary, Shireen Gould, notifying 
them of changes in membership 
administration if the club chooses to 
do its own after March 2015. BirdLife 
Port Natal will retain the status quo, 
with BLSA continuing to do the 
membership administration. 

Lesley Frescura
Chair of KZN Chairs’ Forum

CONSERVATION AND PROJECTS

THE Bird of the Year for 2015 is the 
famous five cent bird, South Africa's 
national bird, the Blue Crane.

“Selecting this crane wil l  help 
everyone realise the need to conserve 
the country's wetlands and grasslands,” 
BirdLife South Africa's Chief Executive 
Officer Mark Anderson said.

This decade has seen Tristan 
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Flamingo all getting the honour, but this 
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'Bird of the Year' is BirdLife South 
Africa's annual initiative for awareness 
a b o u t  b i r d s  a n d  b i r d  h a b i t a t 
conservation. The Bird of the Year 2015 
initiative is sponsored by Waltons. “Each 
year choosing the bird is highly 
contested, with nominations and furious 
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Nikki McCartney, events manager of 
BLSA.

Educating people is a key component 
of BLSA’s conservation work. The bird 
conservation NGO is developing 
learning materials using the Blue Crane 
as a flagship species. This will be an 
incentive to conserve wetlands and 
grasslands. The Blue Crane, other 
crane species and many other less 
charismatic, but equally important 
species, depend on these habitats.

The Blue Crane is endemic (only 
found in a certain region) to southern 
Africa, with more than 99% of the 
population occurring within South Africa. 
A small breeding population occurs in 
northern Namibia, in and around Etosha 
Pan.

“As the five cent bird, the Blue Crane 
is generally well-known to South 
Africans,” said Anderson. “This, and its 
attractive and charismatic life style, 
account for its popularity,” he added.

Poisoning, habitat alteration, and 
power line collisions are all significant 
threats to Blue Cranes. Poisoning 
occurs intentionally and inadvertently. 
Loss  o f  Sou th  A f r i ca ' s  na tu ra l 
grasslands threatens Blue Crane 
habitat. 

Mainly found on privately owned 
farms, a key to their conservation is 
good relationships between landowners 
and conservation agencies to ensure 
appropriate management of these 
environments.

Blue Crane 
honoured

The African Crane Conservation 
Programme of the Endangered Wildlife 
Trust (EWT) works on awareness and 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  e d u c a t i o n  f o r 
landowners, local communities and 
other stakeholders. They aim to reduce 
crane/farmer conf l ic ts,  increase 
community involvement in sustainable 
use and conservation of wetlands and 
grasslands, monitor crane populations 
and the trade in captive cranes, and 
work with Eskom to reduce power-line 
collisions. More information is available 
on their website: https://www.ewt.org.za

Nikki McCartney
083 6361060, events@birdlife.org.za

ABOVE: These Blue Cranes were part of a flock of about 250 birds photographed 
near the Gariep Dam, an area that hosts about 40% of the country’s population. 
The main stronghold for Blue Cranes is the Western Cape while KwaZulu-Natal 

has a much smaller population. Blue Cranes are classified as Vulnerable, 
with a national species count of 25 000.

Crystelle Wilson
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WHEN bird watching in a garden that is 
designed to attract birds, one may see a 
large variety of species, and may see 
birds all day. Without bird ringing, 
however, it is impossible to know how 
many individual birds are making use of 
the garden.

The residence of Tony and Monika 
Roberts is a Sappi house nine km north 
of Kwambonambi. The garden is 
surrounded by an eight-year-old 
plantation on one side but with a narrow 
band of indigenous forest. There are a 
large fever tree, a palm tree and some 
other exotic plants in the garden. The 
driveway has a closed canopy of 
bougainvilleas next to a water tank. The 
water tank has water leaking through the 
ceiling, which attracts birds to drink. The 
many bushes and bougainvilleas around 
the tank provide shelter for the birds.

We conducted ringing sessions in the 
garden on 24-25 September 2014 in the 
late afternoon, and all day on 26 and 27 
September 2014.

The summer rains had not started yet, 
so the area was dry, and birds flocked to 
the garden to drink water. Nevertheless, 
the catch rate was much higher than we 
had anticipated.

A total of 300 birds were ringed over 
the four-day period, and 21 of these were 
recaptured on the same or subsequent 
day. In addition, an Olive Sunbird (ring 
L49034) was recaptured after three 
years (ringed on 08/07/2011 in the same 
garden and recaptured on 27/09/2014).

Thirty species were ringed, but more 
species were observed in the garden 
while ringing, but were not caught in the 
mist nets, for instance Fork-tailed 
Drongo.

The most caught species was the 
Cape White-eye (137). This was 
followed by Olive Sunbird (32), Dark-

capped Bulbul (27), Green Twinspot 
(18), Yellow Weaver (17), Red-backed 
Mannikin (17), and Lesser Striped 
Swallow (10).

There was a high turnover of Cape 
White-eyes with 130 individuals ringed. 
Seven were recaptured, showing that 
some of them made return visits (many 
more probably made repeat visits but 
learned to avoid the nets). Having never 
ringed a Green Twinspot before, it was 
quite exciting for us to ring 17 (and retrap 
one)! A few Lesser Striped Swallows 
nest under the eaves of the house and 
out-house, but others probably visit the 
garden to forage on aerial insects.

A total of 23 species were ringed with 
a catch rate of less than 10 birds. The 
most exciting were the honeyguides: 1 
Greater Honeyguide, 1 Scaly-throated 
Honeyguide, and 9 Lesser Honeyguides 
were ringed.  Again, we were surprised 
at the relatively high number of Lessers.

The most species of a bird family were 
the weavers with six species ringed. 
These probably move and forage over 

several ki lometres 
locally, although the 
Spectacled Weavers 
are resident in the 
garden and breed in or 
near the garden.

We had done very 
limited ringing in 2011 
and 2013 in the same 
g a r d e n .  I n  t h o s e 
years, the nets were 
not placed next to the 
water tank, and only a 
handful of birds were 
c a u g h t .  T h e 
c o m b i n a t i o n  o f 
placing nets near the 
water tank, and the 
season being dry, 
a l l o w e d  a n 
inord inate ly  large 
number of birds to be 
ringed in a short space 
o f  t i m e .  M o s t 
i m p o r t a n t l y,  t h i s 
ringing study shows 
the value of water to 
birds, attracting many 
individuals to visit the 
garden.

H. Dieter 
Oschadleus and 
Daniel Oschadleus

Acknowledgements:

HDO received travel 
funding from the Project 
for the Enhancement of 
Research Capacity 
(PERC, UCT). 

Thanks to Tony and 
Monika Roberts for 
hosting me!

BELOW: Birds ringed and recaptured in a Sappi garden 
near Kwambonambi, Zululand, 24-27 September 2014

Ringing birds in a Sappi forest garden

ABOVE:  Lesser Masked Weaver

Crystelle Wilson
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MEMBERS PLEASE NOTE:

KINDLY PHONE THE CONTACT PERSON FOR 
ANY SPECIFIC OUTING BEFOREHAND TO 
ENSURE THAT THE OUTING WILL TAKE PLACE. 
Participation is at your own risk. BirdLife Port Natal 
cannot be held responsible for theft/loss of property at 
any venue.
OUTDOOR OUTINGS: Please don't forget to bring 
your tea/lunch baskets & chairs to socialise 

Crystelle Wilson

SCIENTISTS have turned to outer space 
to explain the mysterious disappearing 
act of one of Africa's most famous birds.

Satellite trackers attached to 18 
Bearded Vultures have confirmed 
conservationists' worst fears: humans 
are largely to blame for the rapid demise 
of the species.

Once widespread throughout much of 
Southern Africa, the Bearded Vulture is 
now critically endangered in the sub-
continent, with a nearly 50 percent 
reduction in nesting sites since the 
1960s.

The main reasons for their decline are 
co l l is ions wi th  power  l ines and 
poisoning, two major vulture hazards 
that killed half of the birds in the satellite 
tracking survey.

Once widespread across South 
Africa, the Bearded Vulture population is 
now restricted to the Drakensberg 
mountains in Lesotho and South Africa. 
But even in these isolated mountains the 
population continues to decline due to 
human encroachment on nesting sites 
and feeding territory.

These are some of the key findings 
contained in two new research projects 
published in February 2015. The studies 
paint the most detailed picture to date of 
the challenges facing the Bearded 
Vulture, also known as the 'bone 
breaker' due to its habit of dropping 
bones from a height to feed off the 
marrow inside.

The first paper, published in the 
international ornithological journal The 
Condor by scientists from EKZN Wildlife 
and the Percy FitzPatrick Institute at the 
University of Cape Town, found that 
human-related factors were the 
common denominator in differences 
between abandoned and occupied 
Bearded Vulture territories. Lead author 
on the study Dr Sonja Krüger said:  “We 
explored where the biggest difference 
lay between abandoned and occupied 
territories and found that human-related 
factors such as human settlement 
d e n s i t y  a n d  p o w e r l i n e s  w e r e 
consistently different between these 
sites”.

Power line density and human 
settlement density were more than twice 
as high within abandoned vulture 
territories compared to occupied 
territories, the study found.

Results also suggested that food 
abundance may influence the bird's 
o v e r a l l  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  a n d  t h a t 
supplementary vulture feeding schemes 
may be beneficial.

By contrast climate change was not 
found to be a major contributing factor in 
nest abandonment.

“Though not definitive, the results 
strongly suggest that we humans are 
our own worst enemies when it comes to 
conserving one of Africa's iconic birds,” 
Krüger said. 

The study recommended a new 
approach to vulture conservation 
management: “Based on the identified 
t h r e a t s  a n d  m e c h a n i s m s  o f 
abandonment, we recommend that 
conservation management focus on 
actions that will limit increased human 
densities and associated developments 
and influence the attitudes of people 
living within the territories of (vulture) 
breeding pairs,” the study concluded. 
“We recommend that mitigation of 

existing power lines, stricter scrutiny of 
development proposals, and proactive 
engagement wi th developers to 
influence the placement of structures is 
essential within the home range of a 
territorial pair.”

The study's findings are backed up by 
a second paper published in open 
access journal PLOS ONE [4], which 
relied on data from satellite trackers 
attached to 18 Bearded Vultures. The 
trackers not only showed the exact 
location of the tagged birds every hour, 
they also provided critical information on 
movement patterns and mortality. 
Tagging enabled dead birds to be 
quickly recovered and their cause of 
death determined.

The study confirmed that, in addition 
to  power  l i nes ,  po i son ing  was 

Solving the mystery surrounding the decline 
of the Drakensberg ‘bone breaker’

BELOW:  Sonja  Krüger with a Bearded 
Vulture in the Drakensberg ABOVE:  Movement data of Bearded Vultures fitted with tracker devices 

during the week of 18- 25 January 2015
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considered the main threat to vultures 
across Africa and was contributing to the 
so-called ‘African vulture crisis’ - a large 
decline of many vulture species across 
the continent.

The tracking data also provided new 
information about the birds' ranging 
behaviour. It revealed that non-breeding 
birds traveled significantly further than 
breeding birds and were therefore more 
vulnerable to human impact. Some 
young non-breeding birds patrolled an 
area the size of Denmark. The average 
adult bird had a home range of about 286 
square kilometres, but the range was 
much smaller for breeding adults at just 
95 square kilometres.

The tracking study, conducted 
between 2007 and 2014, required some 
innovative fieldwork. Researchers used 
meat lures to capture the birds at vulture 
feeding sites. 

Each captured bird was then fitted 
with a 70 g solar-powered tracker 
designed to relay detailed information 
every hour between 05h00 and 20h00 - 
including GPS coordinates and flight 
speed.

Tracking results also prompted the 
study authors to suggest several 
possible strategies to combat the threats 
posed by human infrastructure such as 
wind farms and power lines. These 
include: 
 l the mitigation of existing and 
proposed energy structures to reduce 
collision risks; 
 l the establishment and improved 
management of supplementary feeding 
sites to reduce the risk of exposure to 
human persecution and poisoning 
incidents; and 
 l focussed outreach programmes 
aimed at reducing poisoning incidents

Dr Arjun Amar from UCT said detailed 
knowledge about Bearded Vulture home 
ranges could be hugely beneficial to 

vulture conservation: “We knew the 
species was likely to have large home 
ranges, but our results show just how far 
these birds travel - and therefore how 
exposed they are. The more they travel, 
the more they risk colliding with power 
lines or falling prey to poisoning.” He 
continued “what these two new studies 
suggest is that the impact of human 
activity on the survival of the Bearded 
Vulture is even more serious than we 
suspected. Plans for multiple wind farms 
in and around the highland regions of 
Lesotho will likely place even more 
pressure on this vulnerable species and 
may be the final death nail in this species 
coffin”.

Dr Sonja Krüger 
Sonja.Krueger@kznwildlife.com 

Dr Arjun Amar
arjun.amar@uct.ac.za 

Dr Krüger is the lead author of the paper. The 
research was undertaken as part of her PhD 
research at the University of Cape Town. Dr Amar 
is a Senior Lecturer at the Percy FitzPatrick 
Institute, University of Cape Town and was the 
lead supervisor of this research project
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BLiNG, a Secretarybird tracked with a 
sophisticated satellite tracking device 
for almost two years, died on 8 October 
2014 .  Desp i te  t he  un fo r tuna te 
circumstances of this Secretarybird's 
death, valuable data were obtained 
during his short life. This information will 
be of immense value to conservationists 
in their work to conserve the globally 
threatened Secretarybird. 

Ernst Retief, one of BirdLife South 
A f r i c a ' s  r e g i o n a l  c o n s e r v a t i o n 

managers, reported that during the 21 
months that the Secretarybird was 
tracked, 6 481 location points were 
downloaded, providing a unique 
opportunity to determine which habitats 
the Secretarybird uses. 

BLiNG was killed when he flew into a 
power l ine nor th  of  Pretor ia .  Dr 
Hanneline Smit-Robinson, terrestrial 
bird conservation manager at BLSA,  
stated that “the way BLiNG died 
provided us with an opportunity to 
highlight the threat of powerlines to large 
raptors and other birds”. 

On 21 January 2013, BLiNG, then an 
eight-week-old Secretarybird chick, 
became a household name in South 
Africa. On this day BLSA fitted a 38 g 
tracking device to BLiNG. The nest site 
was at Sondela Nature Reserve near 
Bela-Bela in the Limpopo Province. The 
fitting of the device was shown on the 
50/50 television programme. BLiNG 
was given his name by BirdLife Northern 
Gauteng, the bird club which sponsored 
the tracking device. 

Retief reported that during the 
subsequent period BLiNG spent a few 
months in the vicinity of his nest where 
he would have learnt to locate food - 
everything from grasshoppers to small 
mammals and snakes. 

On 26 April 2013 BLiNG astounded 
ornithologists when he left the area of his 
nest and moved to the Makgadikgadi 
Pans in Botswana. He settled there for 
about seven months. 

During December 2013 BLiNG flew 
back to South Africa and for short 
periods was recorded within 20 to 50 km 
of his nest site. For a few weeks he 
moved to an area south-east of Pretoria, 
before moving back to the Waterberg 
area. During the middle of 2014 he 
moved further south and spent time in 
the Soshanguve area north of Pretoria, a 
developed area with a large human 
population. 

Secretarybird BLiNG
dies in collision
with powerlines

On 8 October 2014 BLiNG flew east 
over the N1 highway to an area called 
Rynoue, not far from Roodeplaat Dam. 
Retief, who monitored the movements of 
BLiNG, saw that from 13h00 on this day 
all the satellite location points were from 
one position. This raised concerns that 
BLiNG was not well. The next day, after 
four hours of searching, BLiNG was 
found dead under a powerline. It 
appeared as if he had collided with the 
powerline and thereafter his body had 
been badly burnt during a veld fire. A 
possible scenario is that he flew into the 
powerline because smoke from the veld 
fire reduced visibility.

“Power l ines are unfor tunately 
responsible for large numbers of bird 
mortalities in South Africa, especially of 
la rge ter res t r ia l  b i rds ,  such as 
Secretarybirds, Blue Cranes and 
Ludw ig ' s  Bus ta rds ” ,  sa id  Mark 
Anderson, CEO of BLSA. “Eskom is 
sponsoring the testing of powerline 
marking devices, but the effectiveness 
and the cost and practicality of marking 
thousands of powerlines remains to be 
determined”, he added. 

BLSA will continue to monitor the 
movements of the other tracked 
Secretarybirds. The information will 
assist with the development of the 
necessary actions to conserve this 
threatened species.

Ernst Retief
ernst.retief@birdlife.org.za

Dr Hanneline Smit-Robinson
conservation@birdlife.org.za

BLSA is also looking for information on 
Secretarybirds that died after colliding or 
becoming entangled in fences. Information for 
this fence mitigation project can be submitted to 
the BLSA website http://www.birdlife.org.za on 
the conservation page under Important Bird 
Areas.
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suggest is that the impact of human 
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Dr Sonja Krüger 
Sonja.Krueger@kznwildlife.com 

Dr Arjun Amar
arjun.amar@uct.ac.za 

Dr Krüger is the lead author of the paper. The 
research was undertaken as part of her PhD 
research at the University of Cape Town. Dr Amar 
is a Senior Lecturer at the Percy FitzPatrick 
Institute, University of Cape Town and was the 
lead supervisor of this research project
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BLiNG, a Secretarybird tracked with a 
sophisticated satellite tracking device 
for almost two years, died on 8 October 
2014 .  Desp i te  t he  un fo r tuna te 
circumstances of this Secretarybird's 
death, valuable data were obtained 
during his short life. This information will 
be of immense value to conservationists 
in their work to conserve the globally 
threatened Secretarybird. 

Ernst Retief, one of BirdLife South 
A f r i c a ' s  r e g i o n a l  c o n s e r v a t i o n 

managers, reported that during the 21 
months that the Secretarybird was 
tracked, 6 481 location points were 
downloaded, providing a unique 
opportunity to determine which habitats 
the Secretarybird uses. 

BLiNG was killed when he flew into a 
power l ine nor th  of  Pretor ia .  Dr 
Hanneline Smit-Robinson, terrestrial 
bird conservation manager at BLSA,  
stated that “the way BLiNG died 
provided us with an opportunity to 
highlight the threat of powerlines to large 
raptors and other birds”. 
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eight-week-old Secretarybird chick, 
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was at Sondela Nature Reserve near 
Bela-Bela in the Limpopo Province. The 
fitting of the device was shown on the 
50/50 television programme. BLiNG 
was given his name by BirdLife Northern 
Gauteng, the bird club which sponsored 
the tracking device. 

Retief reported that during the 
subsequent period BLiNG spent a few 
months in the vicinity of his nest where 
he would have learnt to locate food - 
everything from grasshoppers to small 
mammals and snakes. 

On 26 April 2013 BLiNG astounded 
ornithologists when he left the area of his 
nest and moved to the Makgadikgadi 
Pans in Botswana. He settled there for 
about seven months. 

During December 2013 BLiNG flew 
back to South Africa and for short 
periods was recorded within 20 to 50 km 
of his nest site. For a few weeks he 
moved to an area south-east of Pretoria, 
before moving back to the Waterberg 
area. During the middle of 2014 he 
moved further south and spent time in 
the Soshanguve area north of Pretoria, a 
developed area with a large human 
population. 

Secretarybird BLiNG
dies in collision
with powerlines

On 8 October 2014 BLiNG flew east 
over the N1 highway to an area called 
Rynoue, not far from Roodeplaat Dam. 
Retief, who monitored the movements of 
BLiNG, saw that from 13h00 on this day 
all the satellite location points were from 
one position. This raised concerns that 
BLiNG was not well. The next day, after 
four hours of searching, BLiNG was 
found dead under a powerline. It 
appeared as if he had collided with the 
powerline and thereafter his body had 
been badly burnt during a veld fire. A 
possible scenario is that he flew into the 
powerline because smoke from the veld 
fire reduced visibility.

“Power l ines are unfor tunately 
responsible for large numbers of bird 
mortalities in South Africa, especially of 
la rge ter res t r ia l  b i rds ,  such as 
Secretarybirds, Blue Cranes and 
Ludw ig ' s  Bus ta rds ” ,  sa id  Mark 
Anderson, CEO of BLSA. “Eskom is 
sponsoring the testing of powerline 
marking devices, but the effectiveness 
and the cost and practicality of marking 
thousands of powerlines remains to be 
determined”, he added. 

BLSA will continue to monitor the 
movements of the other tracked 
Secretarybirds. The information will 
assist with the development of the 
necessary actions to conserve this 
threatened species.

Ernst Retief
ernst.retief@birdlife.org.za

Dr Hanneline Smit-Robinson
conservation@birdlife.org.za

BLSA is also looking for information on 
Secretarybirds that died after colliding or 
becoming entangled in fences. Information for 
this fence mitigation project can be submitted to 
the BLSA website http://www.birdlife.org.za on 
the conservation page under Important Bird 
Areas.
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BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS

I MOVED to the Hillcrest area in early 
2007. Every year we have Spotted 
Eagle-Owls come into our complex to 
nest. When the chicks hatch they stick 
around for a short while before moving 
on. The mother and father will return the 
following season to nest again, but never  
close enough for us to monitor them. We 
always saw them from a distance on a 
tree. 

This season was very different. The 
owls decided to nest in a tree opposite 
my unit. I noticed them being back 
around the end of August, beginning of 
September. It was easy to see once the 
chick had hatched. You could see a ball 

of fluff bobbing up and down. 
Friday evening, 10 October, was 

windy and the baby owl fell out of its 
nest. Not being able to fly, it must have 
hobbled across the road into my 
property and worked its way to the back. 
On the Saturday at midday I heard a 
noise and went to investigate on my 
patio which is totally enclosed with 
aluminium folding-back doors. 

On inspection I noticed the owlet on 
top of the airconditioning unit box just 
outside the doors. With my cell phone I 
took a few pictures then proceeded to 
take a video of the baby. It was bobbing 
in a rotation movement and in a perfect 
position for me sitting on the floor and 
videoing it. I heard “click, click, click” and 
glanced over my shoulder to the doors 
where to my horror an adult owl stood all 
puffed up and extremely angry with me. 
The other adult was in a tree close by 
watching all the action. I was grateful for 
the glass doors between the parent and 
myself.

 The chick settled for the rest of the 
day and at round 18h00 I saw it walking 
around the patio. Then with small hops 
and one-metre-high flights it worked its 
way into the front yard in pursuit of food 
with an adult close by.

Sunday morning it was back. I 
watched it work its way round to the 
airconditioning unit where it spent the 
rest of the day on the box. At 16h00 it left 
again, its flying skills having improved a 
bit. 

For the next two weeks Mother Owl 
and Baby Owl rested all day in one tree 
and Father Owl in another tree nearby.  
Between 15h45 and 16h00 each day 

during that period all three would fly off to 
find food and would return the next 
morning shortly after 06h00. 

One evening junior was on the 
neighbour's roof with a Hadeda Ibis  
close by. The owlet went for the bird and  
the Hadeda flew off with the owl in hot 
pursuit, an amusing sight.

The young owl would walk in my back 
garden, perch on top of garden 
ornaments and in the early evening it 
would waddle to the front garden. If I 
went outside the adult would click at me 
as a warning not to go too close to the 
chick. The mother often flew down to join 
the baby and would be about a metre 
away from me in the garden. Eventually 
they ignored me as they could see I was 
not a threat to them.

A highlight was on Sunday morning 2 
November around 05h45 when I saw the 

Spotted Eagle-Owls 
raise chick in town garden

adult and chick at the bottom of the patio 
steps. The mother had a rat between her 
claws, ripping it and feeding the chick. 
Baby was impatient and pecked at 
mother when she did not feed it quickly 
enough. 

At the end of the feed the mother 
handed the carcass over to baby, but it 
did not know what to do with it. It 
eventually took it behind a shrub and I 
could not see what happened after that. I 
went into the garden much later to see if I 
could see any evidence of the feed but 
there was nothing to be found. 

At this point the juvenile appeared to 
be the same size as the adults. Over the 
next few days all three were seen 
around in their tree or in my garden, on 
my roof or the neighbour's roof. 

One evening junior must have tried to 
sit on the skylight on my roof and fell off. 
The noise was quite horrific and I went 
out to check if all was OK. It was the 
young bird just being clumsy as usual. 

On Thursday 13 November it was 
running up and down my backyard 
chasing a robin-chat, bobbing its head in 
the rotation motion and looking like it 
was just having fun. It was big and 
clumsy and tried to fly and catch the 
robin-chat, but the bird was far too quick 
for old fatty. I got the impression the 
robin-chat was annoying him on 
purpose as it kept coming back and the 
game would seem to be on. 

The next morning I checked the tree 
as I did each morning and evening when 
I got home from work and all three had 
left. It had been an amazing five weeks 
watching the behaviour of the juvenile 
and seeing how quickly it grew and 
learnt to fly. Now we will have to wait for 
next season and see which tree they will 
pick on their return. Who knows I might 
be lucky again for easy and free viewing.

Dawn Haigh
Hillcrest

ABOVE: The adult owl kept a close 
watch on the chick after it fell out 

of the nest and ended up on the patio
BELOW: The juvenile Spotted 

Eagle-Owl spent its days on the patio 
and in the garden

Pictures by Dawn Haigh
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IN December I learnt something 
interesting when I heard what I thought 
was a newly fledged accipiter soliciting 
food in our garden in Mtunzini. 

That ‘pheeeuu’ call is unmistakable, 
especially typical of juvenile African 
Goshawks. The pitch was perfect but the 
volume not as great. The intermittent call 
(about every 30-60 seconds) was 
coming from a spot low down near where 
I feed dry honeycomb to the three 
species of honeyguide that visit our 
garden. 

To my complete surprise, the call was 
being given by an adult Scaly-throated 
Honeyguide, a sound I'd been hearing in 
the vicinity for a couple of days! Very 
different of course from its normal 
persistent 'trill' call.

The fact that this unusual call of theirs 
is almost identical to a soliciting juvenile 
accipiter, I feel is no coincidence. If there 
March 2015                 20                                                          
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i s  s o m e  s o r t  o f 
mimicry going on, 
how did this evolve, 
and it of course begs 
the question - what's 
the advantage to the 
honeyguide? You 
have to remember 
that the moment a 
juvenile honeyguide 
exits the nest for the 
first time, it is driven 
away from the nest 
territory (enemy to 
the host species - 
mainly barbets in this 
part of the world). So, 
it's then all on its own 
to source its own 
food and learn about 
p r o t e c t i o n  f r o m 
predators.

At a food source 
where there is a possibility of other 
visiting honeyguides, what better way to 
keep competitors away from the vicinity, 
than to mimic a predator! Of course you 
could argue that the honeyguide is 
setting itself up for predation by alerting 
nearby goshawks, but its calls were 
given from the undergrowth thicket 
where goshawks probably wouldn't be 
able to pick up sufficient speed for the 
kill. I have so far not seen this bird giving 
this call from the usual ‘arrival tree’ 
above which is more open and where 
the honeyguides tend to arrive when 
flying in from adjacent areas.

Speculation of course, but a possible 
explanation for this weird behaviour.

Hugh Chittenden
Mtunzini
hugh@rarebirds.co.za

Do honeyguides employ mimicry
to keep competitors at bay?

ABOVE: Scaly-throated Honeyguide

Hugh Chittenden

UNTIL recently, I never realized 
what a good fisher a Yellow-billed 
stork is with its curious foot 
stomping (trembling) action to lure 
fish into the ‘protection and safety’ 
of its submerged, open bill. Proof 
is in the pudding, or should I say 
'sushi'. This seemingly lethargic, 
l a r g e - b i l l e d  b i r d  i s  m o r e 
successful at prey catching than 
one would think.

Hugh Chittenden
hugh@rarebirds.co.za

Stamp your feet to catch the prey
Pictures by Hugh Chittenden
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THE Second Southern African Bird Atlas Project (SABAP2) is the 
most important bird conservation project in the region. It holds this 
status because all other conservation initiatives depend on the 
results of the bird atlas, to a greater or lesser extent. You cannot 
determine the conservation status of a species unless you know 
its range and how this is changing. So red-listing depends on the 
results of this project. So does the selection of sites and habitats 
critical to bird conservation. SABAP2 is the follow-up project to the 

Southern African Bird Atlas Project (for which the acronym was SABAP, and 
which is now referred to as SABAP1). This first bird atlas project took place from 
1987-1991. The second bird atlas project started on 1 July 2007 and plans to run 
indefinitely. The current project is a joint venture between the Animal 
Demography Unit at the University of Cape Town, BirdLife South Africa and the 
South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI). The project aims to map 
the distribution and relative abundance of birds in southern Africa and the atlas 
area includes South Africa, Lesotho and Swaziland. SABAP2 was launched in 
Namibia in May 2012.

The field work for this project is done by more than 1 500 volunteers, known as 
citizen scientists. They are making a huge contribution to the conservation of 
birds and their habitats. The unit of data collection is the pentad, five minutes of 
latitude by five minutes of longitude, squares with sides of roughly nine km. 
There are 17 339 pentads in the original atlas area of South Africa, Lesotho and 
Swaziland, and a further 10 600 in Namibia and 4 900 in Zimbabawe.

http://sabap2.adu.org.za/
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Long-tailed Widowbird falls prey
to a Jackal Buzzard

WHILE travelling near Ugie in the Eastern Cape in January this year I noticed a 
Jackal Buzzard flying across the road with what looked like an untidy bundle of rags in 
its feet. It settled on a telephone pole close by and when it proceeded to strip off 
feathers from the prey I saw that it was an unfortunate Long-tailed Widowbird whose 
path must have crossed that of the raptor. It took about eight minutes for the buzzard 
to rip apart the bird and swallow whole pieces, including the feet.

Crystelle Wilson

Pictures by Crystelle Wilson

Atlassers urged to do an autumn attack

SOUTHERN AFRICAN BIRD ATLAS PROJECT 

DURING the period 31 January to 8 
February operation Summer Storm was 
conducted by SABAP2 observers 
across the country, resulting in 661 full-
protocol checklists being submitted 
during the nine-day period.

To put this in context, we should make 
a comparison with the citizen science 
week in spring last year. Both ‘weeks’ 
were nine days long. In citizen science 
week last September, 709 checklists 
were submitted. But that week had a 
public holiday, and it was also the week 
of the Prieska Atlas Bash, with a team of 
atlasers doing nothing except atlas for 
five days. Hard to compete with that, but 
we came pretty close. 

In terms of number of records 

submitted, however, the Summer Storm 
did, however, win by about four-and-a-
half thousand: 37659 vs 33091 records.

During the nine days of Summer 
Storm, 274 pentads were atlased for the 
first time this year, contributing 1.6% to 
the basic coverage of SABAP2015.

If a storm produces rain, it is followed 
by GREEN (a pentad with at least four 
full protocol checklists submitted). 
Jerome Ainsley worked with a team of 
atlasers to turn a section of the northern 
Free State just south of the Vaal Dam 
into the green Free State. On the 
coverage map on the website you can 
see the big block clearly. Each of these 
pentads now has four checklists. 
Thanks to the atlasers who helped 
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were submitted. But that week had a 
public holiday, and it was also the week 
of the Prieska Atlas Bash, with a team of 
atlasers doing nothing except atlas for 
five days. Hard to compete with that, but 
we came pretty close. 

In terms of number of records 

submitted, however, the Summer Storm 
did, however, win by about four-and-a-
half thousand: 37659 vs 33091 records.

During the nine days of Summer 
Storm, 274 pentads were atlased for the 
first time this year, contributing 1.6% to 
the basic coverage of SABAP2015.

If a storm produces rain, it is followed 
by GREEN (a pentad with at least four 
full protocol checklists submitted). 
Jerome Ainsley worked with a team of 
atlasers to turn a section of the northern 
Free State just south of the Vaal Dam 
into the green Free State. On the 
coverage map on the website you can 
see the big block clearly. Each of these 
pentads now has four checklists. 
Thanks to the atlasers who helped 
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encourage everyone to start planning 
their atlas bash now, whether it is a Mini-
Bash or a Maxi-Bash.

And in the intervening weeks, let us 
plan to do some real damage to the 
coverage map, especially the blank, 
yellow and orange parts.

Les Underhill
http://sabap2.adu.org.za/
les.underhill.adu@gmail.com

Jerome see his vision to fruition during 
the Summer Storm. Our SABAP2 
paradigm is that four checklists per 
pentad is the foundation upon which we 
build a skyscraper.

The next ADU citizen science week is 
the Autumn Attack, which runs from 
Saturday 25 April to Sunday 3 May. Both 
weekends are long weekends. Both 
Monday 27 April and Friday 1 May are 
public holidays. We encourage every 
atlaser to do an ‘Autumn Attack’ on a 
batch of poorly covered pentads and turn 
them GREEN. There is at least one ‘atlas 
bash’ taking place, to Murraysburg, near 
the intersection of the Western, Eastern 
and Northern Cape Provinces. We 

SAVE THIS DATE

A SABAP2 workshop and presentation will be 
held at the Durban Natural Science Museum on 
Saturday 9 May. More details will be available on 
BirdLife Port Natal’s website http://blpn.org/

DAYS like this don't come around often. I 
just wish we had an expert with us who 
could help identify waders and LBJ's.

It is 04h05 and the Toppie wakes me 
up in Lydia Drive, Glenashley. I roll 
around a bit waiting for the alarm to go at 
04h30. Get up, coffee on the stoep and 
two African Goshawks fly by in the 
distance.  Unmistakable are the calls of 
Spectacled weavers: pswee, pswee 
psweee. . .

Travis arrives at 05h00 and we walk 
50 m up the road to the neighbour's 
feeding table. It is buzzing. Red–headed 
and Red-billed Queleas. Then the Dusky 
Indigobird. Hey wait, that one has a red 
bill nogal! Yes a lifer right here in my 
street, just 50 m from my home: a 
VILLAGE Indigobird.

Down to Virginia Bush to meet some 
of the Scouts and Cubs and their 
parents. It is 06h00 and our list has 
already climbed to 37. In the bush we 
hear Scaly-throated Honeyguide, Bar-

throated Apalis, and Olive Sunbird, 
amongst others. Sombre and Yellow-
bellied Greenbul, Terrestrial Brownbul,  
and Dark-capped Bulbuls accompany 
us with their calls through the whole 
forest.

We head for uMngeni estuary with 56 
on the list at 08h00. At the mouth we set 
up a telescope to be greeted by 
hundreds of little unidentifiable grey 
soldiers waiting to be despatched by 
their generals. Gulls and terns are 
present, but then there are all those 
small ones, so difficult for the untrained 
eye. Travis snaps away with his bazooka 
lens. Ruddy Turnstone (number 63 on 
the list)  and Common Ringed Plover are 
some of the easier shorebirds to identify, 
along with White-fronted Plover and 
Water Thick-knee. Photos later yield a 
Terek Sandpiper.

We check Pelican Pond (aka Model 
Yacht Pond where there are large 
numbers of Feral Pigeons, now under 

BIRD TRIP

Birding Big Day yields good results 
along city’s green corridor 

disguise as Rock Doves. The Riverside 
Road lay-bye yields some beauts for us 
with a Goliath Heron under our noses 
devouring a large fish in a couple of 
gulps. Both Great White and Pink-
Backed Pelican glide down the river past 
the exposed sandbanks. An African 
Spoonbill does a touch and go, and we 
head off to Willowfield Crescent in 
Springfield Park. A female Namaqua 
Dove (number 82) settles on a log on the 
bank of the river and then forages on the 
roadside unperturbed by a passer-by. 
Little Grebe and Common Moorhen pop 
up at the Mhlangane confluence.

Then we are off to the New Bridge at 
Kwadabeka, known as “Pumphouse 
Weirs” to Dusi paddlers. This is my 
favourite spot in Durban with its diverse 
habitats. Species numbers soar along 
with the Steppe Buzzard. From the 
bridge, Tracy Hilliar spots a blue 
kingfisher. All black bill and, yes, it is the 
elusive Half-col lared Kingf isher. 
Standing about 50 m above the halcyon 
vision, no reasonable image could be 
captured. Trumpeter Hornbill along the 
cliff face. Crested Barbets going crazy 

this morning with nesting couples all 
over the place. The resident Cape Rock 
Thrush, Mocking Cliff Chat and Lanner 
Falcon show their faces too. A preening 
Mountain Wagtail and the beautiful 
Violet-backed Starling also show up 
along the river. By noon our number  of 
112 has already exceeded last year’s 
total tally by one.

12h30 and we decide to move on up 
the valley to Molweni. After having 
spotted one of the most beautiful birds of 
the day, African Pygmy Kingfisher, a 
display by three Orange-breasted Bush-
shrikes attracts our attention. A mournful 
Black Cuckoo calls in the valley. 
Crowned Eagle and Western Osprey 
make an appearance near the dam wall, 
and there is no missing the cackling of 
the Green Wood-hoopoe. Winding our 
way along the dam a Yellow-billed Kite 
turns out to be a Black Kite, and what we 
initially took for a Dusky Flycatcher is in 
fact a Spotted Flycatcher. Cattle Egret 
elude us the whole day as we scour 
every spot where there are abundant 
cattle. 

Back down to Avoca at 16h00, where 
a Giant Kingfisher (number 134) settles 
on a branch overlooking the Mhlangane 
River, and a Three-banded Plover 
forages on a sand bank. We head to the 
Northern Waste Water Treatment Works 

BELOW: African Pygmy Kingfisher

ABOVE: Goliath Heron
Travis Wilkinson

Travis Wilkinson
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KZN scientist receives international honour

PROFESSOR Colleen Downs of the School of Life 
Sciences at UKZN has been elected a Fellow of the 
International Ornithologists’ Union (IOU). She was 
nominated and recommended for the honour by the 
Executive Committee of the IOU in recognition of her 
excellent scientific work and her involvement in promoting 
ornithology.

Downs, who joined the university in 1994, lectures to 
undergraduates and Honours students in Biological 
Sciences on the Pietermaritzburg campus. Her primary 
research interests are in the field of terrestrial vertebrates, 
initially in mammals. However, her birding hobby gradually 
found its way into her research, leading to an increasing 
research focus on avian vertebrates. Downs’ passion for 
this area of research is reflected in the work of the postgraduates she has supervised 
with half having completed research focused on birdlife. 

Downs’ term as a Fellow of the IOU is indefinite, and will complement her other 
work on conservation and public awareness around birding. Her work is in line with 
IOU’s aims of supporting, promoting and advancing avian biology by disseminating 
ornithological knowledge, interacting with other scientific organisations, stimulating 
and strengthening locally-based research, cultivating mutually supportive 
collaborative relationships among ornithologists internationally and fostering 
knowledge transfer between basic research and applied sciences.

For Downs, working with birds has gone beyond just the realm of academics. Her 
postgraduate research, is published regularly and she does presentations at a wide 
range of public forums. Downs and her students are also involved in bird ringing and 
as the chair of the Cape Parrot Working Group she is well-known for her 17 years of 
contributions to the Cape Parrot Big Birding Day.

http://www.ukzn.ac.za
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Warrick Davey

Colleen Downs
Crystelle Wilson

HONORARY RECORDER’S REPORT

GREETINGS birders! There's quite a list 
of rarities for this report - some good 
seabirds have been seen on summer 
pe lag ics  and European Honey-
Buzzards have been quite prolific in 
KwaZulu-Natal this summer. Other 
really unusual rarities in KZN were 
European Turtle-Dove, Great Snipe and 
Common Whitethroat, which have kept 
the rarities committees busy!

RARITIES

BLACK-RUMPED BUTTONQUAIL 
Turnix nanus
KZN Rarity
Two, Umzimkulu River, Creighton 
district, 30 October 2014, Nick Theron 
(Rarity form submitted)

GREY-HEADED KINGFISHER 
Halcyon leucocephala
KZN Rarity
One, uMkhuze Game Reserve, 
15 November 2014, Jenny Norman 
(Rarity form submitted)
A pair, Zululand Rhino Reserve, 
uMkhuze, 29 November 2014 
(SA Rare Bird News Report) 
and 27 December 2014, 
Dominic and Patrick Rollinson, 
Ben Baxter and Andre Bernon

LEVAILLANT'S CUCKOO 
Clamator levaillantii
KZN Rarity
One, Zululand Rhino Reserve, 
uMkhuze, 30 November 2014 
(SA Rare Bird News Report)
One, Ndumo Game Reserve, 
20 December 2014, V. Jones 
(Rarity form submitted)

BLACK COUCAL Centropus grillii
KZN Rarity
One, Vlei Loop, Cape Vidal, 
15 January 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News Report)

VERREAUX'S EAGLE-OWL
Bubo lacteus
KZN Rarity
One adult with one or two chicks, 
Gartmore Farm, Karkloof, 
22 September and 13 October 2014, 
Karin Nelson (Rarity forms submitted)
One, uMkhuze Game Reserve,
27 December 2014, Dominic and 
Patrick Rollinson, Ben Baxter and 
Andre Bernon
One, Zululand Rhino Reserve, 
27 December 2014, Dominic and 
Patrick Rollinson, Ben Baxter and 
Andre Bernon

AFRICAN CRAKE Crecopsis egregia
KZN Rarity
One, Eastern Shores, Isimangaliso 
Wetland Park, 2 October 2014, 
Jane and Mike Roseblade 
(Rarity form submitted)

EUROPEAN TURTLE-DOVE 
Streptopelia turtur
National Rarity
One, Phinda Private Game Reserve, 
14 December 2014, Warrick Davey

GREAT SNIPE Gallinago media
National Rarity
An immature bird was seen at the 
Sappi Stanger hide on 
12 January 2015, Don Cowie

GREEN SANDPIPER Tringa ochropus
National Rarity

ABOVE: European Turtle-Dove

which is bound to yield a few special 
birds to bump up our numbers.

Spur-winged Goose, Squacco Heron, 
Black-Winged Stilt, and Brown-throated 
Martin. And, hey, what is that? A Red-
backed Shrike, and then our final bird of 
the day is an (un)Wattled Starling seen 
foraging in the dried out sludge deposits. 
Our number now stands at 144 but 
awaits being finalised upon confirmation 
of photographs. This is 33 more than last 
year on the same route.

Birds I have never seen in the Durban 
Area include the Red-backed Shrike and 
Namaqua Dove. Lifers for me were the 

Village Indigobird and Wattled Starling.
My home pentad (2945_3100) which 

covers from La Lucia Mall down to 
Moses Mabhida Stadium and roughly to 
the N2 in the west, but not the NWWTW, 
yielded 82 birds in five hours. And 
exceeded 100 in the four days following.

Thanks to Travis for all the images, 
Tracy for spotting the Half-collared 
Kingfisher, and the Cubs and their 
parents who joined us in Virginia Bush.

Big Birding Day 2014, a twitching day 
to be remembered.

Bart Fokkens
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One, Darvill Bird Sanctuary, 
10 October 2014, Rob Little
One, St Lucia estuary, 
19 October 2014 
(SA Rare Bird News Report)
One, uMkhuze Game Reserve, 
17 November 2014 
(SA Rare Bird News Report)
One, Phinda Private Game Reserve, 
19 November 2014, Digby Cyrus and 
Mark Lautenbach
One, Darvill Bird Sanctuary, 
31 January 2015, Dave Rimmer and 
until at least 7 February 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News Report)

PECTORAL SANDPIPER 
Calidris melanotos
National Rarity
One, St Lucia mouth, 
19 October 2014, Deborah Eid 
and Joshua Olszewski

AFRICAN BLACK OYSTERCATCHER 
Haematopus moquini
KZN Rarity
One, Mission Rocks, Isimangaliso 
Wetland Park, 17 November 2014, 
Nick Schaller (Rarity form submitted)

CASPIAN PLOVER 
Charadrius asiaticus
KZN Rarity
Four, Mpempe pan, Zululand, 
26 October 2014, Martin Benadie 
and 21 November 2014 
(SA Rare Bird News Report)
Twelve, Mpempe pan, 
25 November to 6 December 2014, (SA 
Rare Bird News Report)
Four, Mpempe Pan, 28 October 2014, 
John Cox (Rarity form submitted)
Six, Nibela peninsula, Isimangaliso 
Wetland Park, 6 December 2014 to 
2 January 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News Report)

EUROPEAN HONEY BUZZARD 
Pernis apivorus
KZN Rarity

One, near Charters Creek, 
Isimangaliso Wetland Park, 
24 October 2014, Roy Cowgill and 
Steve Davis (Rarity form submitted)
One, Nibela peninsula, Isimangaliso 
Wetland Park, 20 November 2014 
(SA Rare Bird News Report)
One, Highover Nature Reserve, 
Hela Hela, 22 November 2014 
(SA Rare Bird News Report)
Two, Ndumo Game Reserve, 
29 November 2014 
(SA Rare Bird News Report)
One, Inanda Dam, 29 November 2014 
(SA Rare Bird News Report)
One, Dukuduku, Isimangaliso Wetland 
Park, 29 November 2014
(SA Rare Bird News Report)
Two, near Babanango, 
3 December 2014 
(SA Rare Bird News Report)
One, Tembe Elephant Park, 
4 December 2014, Peter Thompson
One, Charters Creek, 
5 December 2014 
(SA Rare Bird News Report)
One, False Bay Park, 
6 December 2014 
(SA Rare Bird News Report)
One subadult, Giants Castle Game 
Reserve, 6 December 2014, 
Stephan Terblanche 
(Rarity form submitted)
One, Tembe Elephant Park, 
mid December 2014 
(SA Rare Bird News Report)
One, Albert Falls, 21 December 2014 
(SA Rare Bird News Report)
One, Zimbali Estate, 
21 December 2014 
(SA Rare Bird News Report)
One, near Paradise Valley, Westville, 
December 2014, 
Tom and Christina Dreyer
One, Pigeon Valley Nature Reserve, 
4 January 2015, Gaynor Donovan
One, Oribi Gorge Nature Reserve, 

5 January 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News Report)
One, Ndumo Game Reserve, 
17 January 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News Report).
One, Simbithi Eco Estate, 
Ballito, 
17 January 2015, Mike 
O'Donaghue
Three, Cape Vidal, 18 January 
2015 (SA Rare Bird News 
Report)
One, Umvoti Vlei, near 
Greytown, 
24 January 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News Report)
One, Darvill Bird Sanctuary, 
25 January 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News Report)
One, Westville, 3 February 
2015 
(SA Rare Bird News Report)
One, Nibela Lake Lodge, 
Isimangaliso Wetland Park, 3 
February 2015, 
Sarel van der Westhuizen

CRAB PLOVER 
Dromas ardeola
National Rarity
One, Kosi Bay, 25 October 
2014 
(SA Rare Bird News Report)

LONG-TAILED JAEGER 
Stercorarius longicaudus
National Rarity
One, offshore Durban, 
10 January 2015, Niall Perrins 
and David Allan (Rarity form submitted)

SABINE'S GULL Xema sabini
KZN Rarity
One, offshore Durban, 
10 January 2015, Niall Perrins and 
David Allan (Rarity form submitted) 

SOOTY TERN Onychoprion fuscatus
National Rarity
Several, offshore Durban, 
25 October 2014, Niall Perrins

One, St Lucia mouth, 
5 November 2014, Dianne King
One, St Lucia mouth, 
14 November 2014, David Hoddinott

HOODED VULTURE 
Necrosyrtes monachus
KZN Rarity
One, Phinda Private Game Reserve, 
11 October 2014 

ABOVE: Long-tailed Jaeger
BELOW: Sabine’s Gull

Pictures by David Allan
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One, Darvill Bird Sanctuary, 
10 October 2014, Rob Little
One, St Lucia estuary, 
19 October 2014 
(SA Rare Bird News Report)
One, uMkhuze Game Reserve, 
17 November 2014 
(SA Rare Bird News Report)
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(SA Rare Bird News Report)
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KZN Rarity
One, Mission Rocks, Isimangaliso 
Wetland Park, 17 November 2014, 
Nick Schaller (Rarity form submitted)

CASPIAN PLOVER 
Charadrius asiaticus
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(SA Rare Bird News Report)
Twelve, Mpempe pan, 
25 November to 6 December 2014, (SA 
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Six, Nibela peninsula, Isimangaliso 
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(SA Rare Bird News Report)
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(SA Rare Bird News Report)
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(SA Rare Bird News Report)
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(SA Rare Bird News Report)
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(SA Rare Bird News Report)
One, Tembe Elephant Park, 
4 December 2014, Peter Thompson
One, Charters Creek, 
5 December 2014 
(SA Rare Bird News Report)
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(Rarity form submitted)
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(SA Rare Bird News Report).
One, Simbithi Eco Estate, 
Ballito, 
17 January 2015, Mike 
O'Donaghue
Three, Cape Vidal, 18 January 
2015 (SA Rare Bird News 
Report)
One, Umvoti Vlei, near 
Greytown, 
24 January 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News Report)
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(SA Rare Bird News Report)

MONTAGU'S HARRIER 
Circus pygargus
KZN Rarity
One adult male, near Vryheid, 
1 January 2015, Duncan McKenzie 
(Rarity form submitted)
Two, Pongola Nature Reserve, 
26 January 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News Report)

LESSER SPOTTED EAGLE 
Aquila pomarina
KZN Rarity
One, Hluhluwe town, 
25 November 2014 
(SA Rare Bird News Report)
One, uMkhuze Game Reserve, 
27 December 2014, 
Dominic and Patrick Rollinson, 
Ben Baxter and Andre Bernon
One, Darvill Bird Sanctuary, 
7 February 2015, Trish Strachan

AYRES'S HAWK EAGLE 
Hieraaetus ayresii
KZN Rarity
Two adults, Empangeni, 
10 November 2014, Dominic Rollinson 
(Rarity form submitted)
One, Empangeni, 25 November 2014 

(SA Rare Bird News Report)
One, Cape Vidal, 7 December 2014, 
Richard McKibbin

PEREGRINE FALCON 
Falco peregrinus
KZN Rarity
One, uMkhuze Game Reserve, 
12 October 2014, Colin Summersgill 
(Rarity form submitted)
One, uMkhuze Game Reserve, 
18-19 October 2014, Dave Bishop
One, near Richmond, 
19 November 2014, Tim Wood 
(Rarity form submitted)
One, Amber Lakes, Howick, 
29 November 2014, Norman Freeman 
(Rarity form submitted)

RED-FOOTED BOOBY 
Sula sula
National Rarity
One injured found in a garden in 
Uvongo, South Coast, 
31 December 2014, Andrew Pickles
One, offshore Richards Bay, 
8 January 2015, Cristian Cottino
One, offshore Durban, 
10 January 2015, Niall Perrins and 
David Allan

RUFOUS-BELLIED HERON 
Ardeola rufiventris
KZN Rarity
One, Phinda Private Game 
Reserve, 11 October 2014 
(SA Rare Bird News Report)
One, Pan Loop, Cape Vidal, 
15 January 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News Report) 

ABDIM'S STORK 

Ciconia abdimii
KZN Rarity
One, Darvill Bird Sanctuary, 
15-21 December 2014, 
Colin Summersgill 
(Rarity form submitted), Roger 
O'Neill, Michael Wright and 
Warren Kemm

BELOW: Red-footed Booby
David Allan

EUROPEAN STORM PETREL 
Hydrobates pelagicus
KZN Rarity
Several, offshore Durban, 
22 November 2014, Niall Perrins 
and David Allan
One, offshore Durban, 
10 January 2015, Niall Perrins 
and David Allan

NORTHERN GIANT PETREL 
Macronectes halli
KZN Rarity
One, offshore Durban, 
22 November 2014, Niall Perrins 
and David Allan

GREAT-WINGED PETREL
Pterodroma macroptera
KZN Rarity
Several, offshore Durban, 
22 November 2014, Niall Perrins 
and David Allan

BARAU'S PETREL Pterodroma baraui
National Rarity
One, offshore Durban, 
25 October 2014, Niall Perrins

GREY PETREL Procellaria cinerea
National Rarity
One, offshore Durban, 
22 November 2014, Niall Perrins 
and David Allan

FLESH-FOOTED SHEARWATER 
Puffinus carneipes
KZN Rarity
One, offshore Durban, 
22 November 2014, Niall Perrins 
and David Allan

TROPICAL SHEARWATER
Puffinus bailloni
National Rarity
One, offshore Durban, 
22 November 2014, Niall Perrins

KNYSNA WARBLER 
Bradypterus sylvaticus
KZN Rarity
One, Doreen Clark Nature Reserve, 
Hilton, 14-23 November 2014 
(SA Rare Bird News Report)
One, in a garden in Kloof, 
30 November 2014 
(SA Rare Bird News Report)

Pictures by David Allan

ABOVE: Northern Giant Petrel (left) and Great-winged Petrel (right)
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(SA Rare Bird News Report)

MONTAGU'S HARRIER 
Circus pygargus
KZN Rarity
One adult male, near Vryheid, 
1 January 2015, Duncan McKenzie 
(Rarity form submitted)
Two, Pongola Nature Reserve, 
26 January 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News Report)

LESSER SPOTTED EAGLE 
Aquila pomarina
KZN Rarity
One, Hluhluwe town, 
25 November 2014 
(SA Rare Bird News Report)
One, uMkhuze Game Reserve, 
27 December 2014, 
Dominic and Patrick Rollinson, 
Ben Baxter and Andre Bernon
One, Darvill Bird Sanctuary, 
7 February 2015, Trish Strachan

AYRES'S HAWK EAGLE 
Hieraaetus ayresii
KZN Rarity
Two adults, Empangeni, 
10 November 2014, Dominic Rollinson 
(Rarity form submitted)
One, Empangeni, 25 November 2014 

(SA Rare Bird News Report)
One, Cape Vidal, 7 December 2014, 
Richard McKibbin

PEREGRINE FALCON 
Falco peregrinus
KZN Rarity
One, uMkhuze Game Reserve, 
12 October 2014, Colin Summersgill 
(Rarity form submitted)
One, uMkhuze Game Reserve, 
18-19 October 2014, Dave Bishop
One, near Richmond, 
19 November 2014, Tim Wood 
(Rarity form submitted)
One, Amber Lakes, Howick, 
29 November 2014, Norman Freeman 
(Rarity form submitted)

RED-FOOTED BOOBY 
Sula sula
National Rarity
One injured found in a garden in 
Uvongo, South Coast, 
31 December 2014, Andrew Pickles
One, offshore Richards Bay, 
8 January 2015, Cristian Cottino
One, offshore Durban, 
10 January 2015, Niall Perrins and 
David Allan

RUFOUS-BELLIED HERON 
Ardeola rufiventris
KZN Rarity
One, Phinda Private Game 
Reserve, 11 October 2014 
(SA Rare Bird News Report)
One, Pan Loop, Cape Vidal, 
15 January 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News Report) 

ABDIM'S STORK 

Ciconia abdimii
KZN Rarity
One, Darvill Bird Sanctuary, 
15-21 December 2014, 
Colin Summersgill 
(Rarity form submitted), Roger 
O'Neill, Michael Wright and 
Warren Kemm

BELOW: Red-footed Booby
David Allan

EUROPEAN STORM PETREL 
Hydrobates pelagicus
KZN Rarity
Several, offshore Durban, 
22 November 2014, Niall Perrins 
and David Allan
One, offshore Durban, 
10 January 2015, Niall Perrins 
and David Allan

NORTHERN GIANT PETREL 
Macronectes halli
KZN Rarity
One, offshore Durban, 
22 November 2014, Niall Perrins 
and David Allan

GREAT-WINGED PETREL
Pterodroma macroptera
KZN Rarity
Several, offshore Durban, 
22 November 2014, Niall Perrins 
and David Allan

BARAU'S PETREL Pterodroma baraui
National Rarity
One, offshore Durban, 
25 October 2014, Niall Perrins

GREY PETREL Procellaria cinerea
National Rarity
One, offshore Durban, 
22 November 2014, Niall Perrins 
and David Allan

FLESH-FOOTED SHEARWATER 
Puffinus carneipes
KZN Rarity
One, offshore Durban, 
22 November 2014, Niall Perrins 
and David Allan

TROPICAL SHEARWATER
Puffinus bailloni
National Rarity
One, offshore Durban, 
22 November 2014, Niall Perrins
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CLUB ACTIVITIES

BIRDLIFE PORT NATAL

MEMBERS PLEASE NOTE: KINDLY PHONE THE CONTACT PERSON FOR 
ANY SPECIFIC OUTING BEFOREHAND TO ENSURE THAT THE OUTING 
WILL TAKE PLACE. Participation is at your own risk. BirdLife Port Natal cannot 
be held responsible for theft/loss of property at any venue.
OUTDOOR OUTINGS: Please don't forget to bring your tea/lunch baskets and 
socialise afterwards. Please note that many places now charge so take entrance 
money,  with you on any outing.Wild and/or Rhino Cards
INDOOR MEETINGS are usually held on the second Wednesday evening of every 
month (except February and December) at 19h00 at the Westville Methodist Church, 
Jan Hofmeyr Road, Westville.  
BIRD RINGING: Normally starts very early, but people are welcome to arrive later 
and see what is going on. Bird Ringing with Garth Aiston: Usually held early on a 
Sunday each month. Please call Garth for details if no notification is put out nearer to 
the time on the BLPN website and KZN Birds@yahoo. Cell: 084 549  1752.
Bird Ringing with Andrew Pickles. Usually the first or second Sunday of the month. 
Venue to be advised. Please contact Andrew for details. Cell 082 338 3302 or 
barbet@venturenet.co.za 
Bird Ringing with James Rawdon. James visits many private estates on the North 
Coast from Umhlanga into southern Zululand. Contact James for details: 083 745 
6007 or jjrawdon@yahoo.com 
KRANTZKLOOF BIRDS: Meetings are held at 09h30 on the second Tuesday of 
every second month at Krantzkloof Interpretive Centre.
BMCG: The Bird Monitoring and Conservation Group meets at 13h30 on the second 
Saturday of each month. Venue to be advised. If you would like to improve your 
birding skills and knowledge or give something back to the birds please join us.
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COMMON WHITETHROAT 
Sylvia communis
KZN Rarity
One, King Shaka Estate, Tongaat, 
24 December 2014, Joshua Olszewski

DUSKY LARK Pinarocorys nigricans
KZN Rarity
One, Mavela Game Lodge, Zululand 
Rhino Reserve, 26 January 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News Report)

RED-HEADED WEAVER 
Anaplectes rubriceps
KZN Rarity
A pair, Leopard Mountain Game 
Lodge, uMkhuze, 25 November 2014 
(SA Rare Bird News Report)
One, uMkhuze Game Reserve, 
27 December 2014, 
Dominic and Patrick Rollinson, 
Ben Baxter and Andre Bernon

MAGPIE MANNIKIN 
Lonchura fringilloides
KZN Rarity
Up to seven, Westville, 
10-18 October 2014, Derek Spencer
Several, Durban North, October 2014, 
Engela Bloch
Three, Pinetown, 1 January 2015, 
Cary and Veronica Kroeger
Two, Makaranga Lodge, Kloof, 
3 January 2015, Jonathan Sykes
One, Kenneth Stainbank Nature 
Reserve, 18 January 2015, 
Jane Morris

GREY WAGTAIL Motacilla cinerea
National Rarity
One, St Lucia estuary, 
20 October 2014 
(SA Rare Bird News Report)

SHORT-TAILED PIPIT
Anthus brachyurus
KZN Rarity
One, The Swamp Nature Reserve, 
Underberg, 15 December 2014, 
Duncan McKenzie 
(Rarity form submitted)

OUT-OF-RANGE SIGHTINGS

Broad-billed Roller
One, Amatikulu Nature Reserve, 
22 December 2014 
(SA Rare Bird News Report)
Blue-cheeked Bee-eater
One, Umbogavango Nature Reserve, 
31 December 2014, Barry Swaddle
White-throated Robin-Chat
One, Sappi Stanger hide, 
14 October 2014 
(SA Rare Bird News Report)

OTHER SIGHTINGS

Fulvous Whistling Duck
One, Umbogavango Nature Reserve, 
31 December 2014, Barry Swaddle
Eastern Bronze-naped Pigeon
One, Umlalazi Nature Reserve, 
15 October 2014, 
Charles and Julia Botha
Cape Cormorant
One, Durban bay, 22 November 2014, 
Niall Perrins and David Allan
White Stork
A large number have been seen in 
January 2015 scavenging with Sacred 
Ibis in the Bisasar Road landfill site 
near the uMngeni Road intersection 
with the N2 
Spotted Ground Thrush
A very late departing bird was seen at 
Pigeon Valley Nature Reserve on 3 
October 2014 by Crispin Hemson, by 
far the latest record he has of it 
remaining.
Red-billed Oxpecker
One, near Southbroom, 
14 December 2014 
(SA Rare Bird News Report)
Red-headed Finch
At least three, Durban North, early 
January 2015, Jeff Robinson

Caveat: the sightings recorded here 
have been submitted directly to me or 
have been posted on the SABirdNet or 
SA Rare Bird News, and have not been 

v e t t e d  b y  a n y 
rarities committee 
f o r  v a l i d a t i o n 
unless otherwise 
noted. As such, the 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
presented here 
should be used 
w i t h  d u e 
consideration. 

Steve Davis: 
Honorary 
Recorder
031 2054459, 
Fax: 031 2731302
e-mail: davis@smri.org 
59 Edmonds Road 
Glenwood 4001

ABOVE: White-throated Robin-Chat
Noel Dalton
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Weekend Outing 22 to 24 May. Rocky Wonder Aloe Nursery with Cheryl and John 
Bevan. Please confirm your booking with Cheryl Tel: 031 708 3731, cell: 083 407 
9785 or email: mombevan@gmail.com. Book directly with either Peter or Heather 
Poulsen Tel: 082 728 7467 or 083 665 8010; email poulsen2005@gmail.com and let 
them know you are from our bird club. They have lovely accommodation with tea 
making facilities in the rooms and en-suite bathrooms. There is one fully equipped 
communal indoor kitchen. There are seven campsites with power and water. Rocky 
Wonder is in the Mpushini Valley located at GPS  S 29 38' 20.62” E 30 29' 35.58.” 
Directions: Take the N3 heading towards Pietermaritzburg. Turn off at exit 69 to 
Ashburton. Turn right back across the N3 and drive about 5 km until you see a sign on 
the left for Rocky Wonder Aloe Nursery.
Sunday 24 May - Rocky Wonder Aloe Nursery. See weekend outing above for 
directions. If you intend coming then check with Cheryl (see above for contact info) to 
find out what time the outing will start on Sunday.

JUNE 2015
Bird Ringing. See details in the introduction.
Directions to venues. Go to http://blpn.org/activities/directions-to-bird-club-venues/. 
If unsure, then ask the outing leader when you make contact to confirm your 
attendance. Directions to new venues will be shown below.
Saturday 6 June 07h15 - Pigeon Valley with Elena Russell. Please confirm: Tel: 031 
705 2902 or email elenarussell@telkomsa.net. Spotted Ground Thrush and 
hopefully the Buff-spotted Flufftail.
Tuesday 9 June 09h30 - Krantzkloof. Shane McPherson will give an update on his 
Crowned Eagles research.
Wednesday 10 June 19h00 - Indoor Meeting. Geoff Kay will talk on his trip to 
Namibia.
Saturday 13 June 13h30 - BMCG meeting. Venue to be advised.
Wednesday 17 June 07h30 - Pigeon Valley NR with Sandi du Preez. Please confirm 
with Sandi. Tel. 031 7014839 or 073 3324431. A small, remnant patch of coastal bush 
which once covered the whole of the Berea. Spotted Ground Thrush is a special in 
winter and Buff-spotted Flufftails are also present.
Sunday 28 June - Vumbuka Nature Reserve with Barry Pullock. Contact Barry to 
c o n f i r m  m e e t i n g  t i m e  a n d  p l a c e .  Te l :  0 8 2  4 9 5 1 8 6 5  o r  e m a i l 
chezpullock@mweb.co.za. Please note we are allowed only 15 cars and the booking 
is for 30 people. Ensure you have booked and give a friend a lift. Remember to take 
picnic and chairs.

JULY 2015
Bird Ringing. See details in the introduction.
Directions to venues: Go to http://blpn.org/activities/directions-to-bird-club-
venues/. If unsure, then ask the outing leader when you make contact to confirm your 
attendance. Directions to new venues will be shown below.
Saturday 4 July 07h30 - New Germany with Elena Russell. Please confirm: Tel: 031 
705 2902 or email elenarussell@telkomsa.net. 
Wednesday 08 July 19h00 - Indoor meeting. Ben Hoffman, Raptor Rescue 
Rehabilitation Centre: “Dedication to Raptor Rehabilitation.”
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APRIL 2015
Bird Ringing. See details in the introduction.
Directions to venues: Go to http://blpn.org/activities/directions-to-bird-club-
venues/. If unsure, then ask the outing leader when you make contact to confirm your 
attendance. Directions to new venues will be shown below.
Saturday 4 April 07h15 - Paradise Valley with Elena Russell. Please confirm: Tel: 
031 705 2902 or email elenarussell@telkomsa.net 
Wednesday 8 April 19h00 - Indoor Meeting with David Allan talking about Pelagic 
seabird trips off Durban. New techniques deliver exciting results.
Saturday 11 April 13h30 - BMCG meeting. Venue to be advised. 
Tuesday 14 April 09h30 - Krantzkloof. Brent Coverdale on “Zululand Vulture 
Conservation – working together to save our tree nesting vultures.” Contact Tessa to 
confirm venue. Email: tessadavid@telkomsa.net.
Wednesday 15 April with Lesley Frescura.  We have organised with Bart Fokkens 
at the Green Hub for an outing, probably to the Inanda Dam wall to search for the 
African Finfoot. This will take the entire morning so bring a packed tea and lunch.  
More details closer to the time. We will probably meet at the Green Hub. If you are 
interested in this outing I would be glad to hear from you beforehand so we have 
some idea of numbers and can confirm time and meeting place. Tel:  031 266 4150 or 
083 231 3408. 
Sunday 19 April 07h00 - Sheffield Beach with Mike White. Please confirm with Mike 
Tel: 082 6570 444 or email: mjpwhite@gmail.com. Meet at Tiffany's Shopping Centre 
on the east side of the N2 @ exit 214 (Salt Rock, Umhlali, Shaka's Kraal). There is a 
pet shop called "FUR & FEATHERS", wait outside it. FOR THE LATE ARRIVALS: 
EXIT 214 from N2 north, go east over the freeway bridge. Check the shopping centre 
and, IF LATE, pass the Tiffany shopping centre then left after 200 m and follow the 
sign to Sheffield Beach (there is a small fork after 400 m, keep right).  After another 
900 m on your left is a horse corral, the entrance is on the right of the horses. There 
are two dams around which we can have breakfast. BOOTS and LONGS ARE 
ADVISED due to prevalence of forest cobra. Grassland, swamp forest and open 
savannah with dotted trees. Bring apples or carrots for the horses.

MAY 2015
Bird Ringing. See details in the introduction.
Directions to venues. Go to http://blpn.org/activities/directions-to-bird-club-
venues/. If unsure, then ask the outing leader when you make contact to confirm your 
attendance. Directions to new venues will be shown below.
Saturday 2 May 06h30 - Shongweni with Elena Russell. Please confirm: Tel: 031 
705 2902 or email elenarussell@telkomsa.net 
Saturday 9 May 13h30 - BMCG meeting. SABAP2 workshop in Durban at the 
Durban Natural Science Museum, 
Wednesday 13 May 19h00 - Indoor Meeting. Moses Chibesa on Trumpeter 
Hornbills. Venue to be advised.
Wednesday 20 May 08h00 - Iphithi Nature Reserve with Sandi du Preez. Please 
confirm. Tel. 031 701 4839 or 073 332 4431. I have the code for the gate so if you 
arrive before me just wait outside the gate. Bring tea/coffee and eats for picnic 
afterwards.
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Weekend Outing 22 to 24 May. Rocky Wonder Aloe Nursery with Cheryl and John 
Bevan. Please confirm your booking with Cheryl Tel: 031 708 3731, cell: 083 407 
9785 or email: mombevan@gmail.com. Book directly with either Peter or Heather 
Poulsen Tel: 082 728 7467 or 083 665 8010; email poulsen2005@gmail.com and let 
them know you are from our bird club. They have lovely accommodation with tea 
making facilities in the rooms and en-suite bathrooms. There is one fully equipped 
communal indoor kitchen. There are seven campsites with power and water. Rocky 
Wonder is in the Mpushini Valley located at GPS  S 29 38' 20.62” E 30 29' 35.58.” 
Directions: Take the N3 heading towards Pietermaritzburg. Turn off at exit 69 to 
Ashburton. Turn right back across the N3 and drive about 5 km until you see a sign on 
the left for Rocky Wonder Aloe Nursery.
Sunday 24 May - Rocky Wonder Aloe Nursery. See weekend outing above for 
directions. If you intend coming then check with Cheryl (see above for contact info) to 
find out what time the outing will start on Sunday.

JUNE 2015
Bird Ringing. See details in the introduction.
Directions to venues. Go to http://blpn.org/activities/directions-to-bird-club-venues/. 
If unsure, then ask the outing leader when you make contact to confirm your 
attendance. Directions to new venues will be shown below.
Saturday 6 June 07h15 - Pigeon Valley with Elena Russell. Please confirm: Tel: 031 
705 2902 or email elenarussell@telkomsa.net. Spotted Ground Thrush and 
hopefully the Buff-spotted Flufftail.
Tuesday 9 June 09h30 - Krantzkloof. Shane McPherson will give an update on his 
Crowned Eagles research.
Wednesday 10 June 19h00 - Indoor Meeting. Geoff Kay will talk on his trip to 
Namibia.
Saturday 13 June 13h30 - BMCG meeting. Venue to be advised.
Wednesday 17 June 07h30 - Pigeon Valley NR with Sandi du Preez. Please confirm 
with Sandi. Tel. 031 7014839 or 073 3324431. A small, remnant patch of coastal bush 
which once covered the whole of the Berea. Spotted Ground Thrush is a special in 
winter and Buff-spotted Flufftails are also present.
Sunday 28 June - Vumbuka Nature Reserve with Barry Pullock. Contact Barry to 
c o n f i r m  m e e t i n g  t i m e  a n d  p l a c e .  Te l :  0 8 2  4 9 5 1 8 6 5  o r  e m a i l 
chezpullock@mweb.co.za. Please note we are allowed only 15 cars and the booking 
is for 30 people. Ensure you have booked and give a friend a lift. Remember to take 
picnic and chairs.

JULY 2015
Bird Ringing. See details in the introduction.
Directions to venues: Go to http://blpn.org/activities/directions-to-bird-club-
venues/. If unsure, then ask the outing leader when you make contact to confirm your 
attendance. Directions to new venues will be shown below.
Saturday 4 July 07h30 - New Germany with Elena Russell. Please confirm: Tel: 031 
705 2902 or email elenarussell@telkomsa.net. 
Wednesday 08 July 19h00 - Indoor meeting. Ben Hoffman, Raptor Rescue 
Rehabilitation Centre: “Dedication to Raptor Rehabilitation.”
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APRIL 2015
Bird Ringing. See details in the introduction.
Directions to venues: Go to http://blpn.org/activities/directions-to-bird-club-
venues/. If unsure, then ask the outing leader when you make contact to confirm your 
attendance. Directions to new venues will be shown below.
Saturday 4 April 07h15 - Paradise Valley with Elena Russell. Please confirm: Tel: 
031 705 2902 or email elenarussell@telkomsa.net 
Wednesday 8 April 19h00 - Indoor Meeting with David Allan talking about Pelagic 
seabird trips off Durban. New techniques deliver exciting results.
Saturday 11 April 13h30 - BMCG meeting. Venue to be advised. 
Tuesday 14 April 09h30 - Krantzkloof. Brent Coverdale on “Zululand Vulture 
Conservation – working together to save our tree nesting vultures.” Contact Tessa to 
confirm venue. Email: tessadavid@telkomsa.net.
Wednesday 15 April with Lesley Frescura.  We have organised with Bart Fokkens 
at the Green Hub for an outing, probably to the Inanda Dam wall to search for the 
African Finfoot. This will take the entire morning so bring a packed tea and lunch.  
More details closer to the time. We will probably meet at the Green Hub. If you are 
interested in this outing I would be glad to hear from you beforehand so we have 
some idea of numbers and can confirm time and meeting place. Tel:  031 266 4150 or 
083 231 3408. 
Sunday 19 April 07h00 - Sheffield Beach with Mike White. Please confirm with Mike 
Tel: 082 6570 444 or email: mjpwhite@gmail.com. Meet at Tiffany's Shopping Centre 
on the east side of the N2 @ exit 214 (Salt Rock, Umhlali, Shaka's Kraal). There is a 
pet shop called "FUR & FEATHERS", wait outside it. FOR THE LATE ARRIVALS: 
EXIT 214 from N2 north, go east over the freeway bridge. Check the shopping centre 
and, IF LATE, pass the Tiffany shopping centre then left after 200 m and follow the 
sign to Sheffield Beach (there is a small fork after 400 m, keep right).  After another 
900 m on your left is a horse corral, the entrance is on the right of the horses. There 
are two dams around which we can have breakfast. BOOTS and LONGS ARE 
ADVISED due to prevalence of forest cobra. Grassland, swamp forest and open 
savannah with dotted trees. Bring apples or carrots for the horses.

MAY 2015
Bird Ringing. See details in the introduction.
Directions to venues. Go to http://blpn.org/activities/directions-to-bird-club-
venues/. If unsure, then ask the outing leader when you make contact to confirm your 
attendance. Directions to new venues will be shown below.
Saturday 2 May 06h30 - Shongweni with Elena Russell. Please confirm: Tel: 031 
705 2902 or email elenarussell@telkomsa.net 
Saturday 9 May 13h30 - BMCG meeting. SABAP2 workshop in Durban at the 
Durban Natural Science Museum, 
Wednesday 13 May 19h00 - Indoor Meeting. Moses Chibesa on Trumpeter 
Hornbills. Venue to be advised.
Wednesday 20 May 08h00 - Iphithi Nature Reserve with Sandi du Preez. Please 
confirm. Tel. 031 701 4839 or 073 332 4431. I have the code for the gate so if you 
arrive before me just wait outside the gate. Bring tea/coffee and eats for picnic 
afterwards.
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Namibia and Botswana.  A Photographic Tour”.
Wednesday 15 - Presentation by Adam Riley at the Ambers Auditorium in Amber 
Valley, entitled “In Search of the Snow Leopard”.
Sunday 19 - Morning outing to Bisley at 06h30. Coordinator David Crampton 082 
7717274.
Wednesday 29 - Morning outing to Bisley. Meet at Greendale Shopping Centre at 
07h00 to arrange transport.  Coordinator Pam Nicol 033 3302947.

MAY
Sunday 3 - Morning outing to Darvill at 07h00. Coordinator Gordon Bennett 033 
3865555.
Sunday 17 - Morning outing to uMngeni Valley at 07h00;  entrance fee R30 pp.  Meet 
at the entrance to uMngeni Valley: the gate allows only one car through at a time.  
Coordinator David Crampton 082 7717274.
Wednesday 20 - Presentation by Brent Coverdale in the Ambers Auditorium, Amber 
Valley, on “Zululand Vulture Conservation - working together to save our tree-nesting 
vultures”.
Wednesday 27 - Morning outing to uMngeni Valley at 07h00;  entrance fee R30 pp.  
Meet at the entrance to uMngeni Valley: the gate allows only one car through at a 
time. Coordinator Karin Nelson 033 3303027 or 072 7794219.

JUNE
Sunday 7 - Morning outing to Darvill at 07h30. Gordon Bennett 033 3865555. 
Tuesday 9 - Presentation at Woodgrove by Morgan Pfeiffer.  Topic to be announced.
Wednesday 17 - Presentation in the Ambers Auditorium, Amber Valley, by Peter 
Nelson from Eskom on “Ingula Pumped Storage Scheme, Balancing development 
and the environment”.
Sunday 21 - Morning outing to Cumberland. There is an entrance fee of R20 pp. 
Coordinator Colin Summersgill 033 8189013 or 083 7825113.
Wednesday 24 - Morning outing to Cumberland at 07h30. Meet at Greendale 
Shopping Centre to arrange transport. Eve Hughes 033 3302723 or 082 8724333.

JULY
Sunday 5 - Morning outing to Darvill at 07h30. Gordon Bennett 033 3865555.
Wednesday 15 - Presentation in the Ambers Auditorium, Amber Valley by David 
Johnson. Topic to be advised.
Sunday 19 - Outing to Pigeon Valley near Durban. Contact coordinator Luiz Mateus 
to arrange transport and where to meet:  033 3454078 or 084 0618496.
Wednesday 29 - Outing to Pigeon Valley near Durban. Meet at Greendale Shopping 
Centre at 07h30 to arrange transport.  Peter Divall 033 2395537 or 083 2634169.
15 July to 15 August - CWACs (water bird counts) at various water bodies in the 
Midlands.  Contact Eve Hughes 033 3302723 or 082 8724333.
Saturday 25 - CAR:  winter road survey of the larger birds such as cranes, Southern 
Bald Ibis, etc. Contact Peter Divall 033 2395537 or 083 2634169.

http://midlandsbirdclub.blogspot.com

Saturday 11 July 13h30 -  BMCG meeting. Venue to be advised.
Wednesday 15 July - Lesley Frescura at The African Bird of Prey Sanctuary, Lion 
Park Road, Camperdown.  Meet there at 09h15. Entry: adults R60, pensioners R50, 
children R35. Directions: From Durban: Drive west along the N3 highway towards 
Pietermaritzburg and take Exit 65. Turn right under the highway at Exit 65 (Lynnfield 
Park) and travel 4 km along the Lion Park Road. The African Bird of Prey Sanctuary is 
on your right.  We will have an opportunity to walk around the Sanctuary and observe 
the birds there, before watching the display with Shannon Hoffman at 10h00.  
Afterwards light meals can be purchased at the café.  As this is school holiday time, 
make it a family outing with children and/or grandchildren.  It is a very worthwhile 
visit, and follows on the indoor meeting on 8 July when Ben Hoffman is our guest 
speaker discussing raptor rehabilitation.  In order to complete the booking form 
before the date, kindly let Lesley know at least 7 days beforehand if you are 
interested in attending. Please confirm:  031 266 4150 or 083 231 3408.  

Saturday 18 July - CWAC count. Meet at the Bird Park, Riverside Road at 08h30. 
The count will be followed by tea. The Bayhead count will follow and proceed through 
the afternoon. Please bring lunch to eat at Bayhead prior to the count. Please contact 
Roy or Steve to confirm. Tel: 083 775 4459 or email: sdavis@smri.org.
Sunday 19 July 07h45 - Simbithi with Jenny Rix. Meet at the main entrance. We will 
drive to Fish Eagle Dam and do the walk through the forest. Afterwards, tea (bring 
your own) at the dam. Please contact Jenny to confirm time and meeting place. Tel: 
031 5639286; Cell: 082 4039147 or email: daverix@mweb.co.za.
Sunday 26 July 08h00 - Pigeon Valley with Crispin Hemson. Please confirm: 
hemsonc@gmail.com. 

http://blpn.org/

BIRDLIFE KWA-ZULU NATAL MIDLANDS

Committee: Chair Drummond Densham 033 3304039, outing activities Eve Hughes 
033 3302723, evening activities Peter Divall 033 2395537, secretary Sally Cumming 
072 1194253, membership secretary Pam Nicol 033 3302947, treasurer Viv O'Neill 
083 4647666, rarities/SABAP2 Colin Summersgill 083 7825113, conservation Karin 
Nelson 072 7794219, e-Newsletter Rosemary Forrester 082 7677366. 
Pietermaritzburg evening meetings are held at Woodgrove Retirement Centre on the 
second Tuesday of alternate months at 18h00. Howick evening meetings are held in 
the Ambers Auditorium in Amber Valley on the third Wednesday of the month at 
18h00. Entry R10 pp or by donation.
Bird ringing: Contact Karin Nelson on 033 3303027 or 072 7794219: Darvill; at the 
home of Pam & Bill Nicol, 13 Riley Crescent, Howick, four times a year; Karkloof 
Conservancy; Cedara

Please contact the coordinator before an outing 
to confirm the time of meeting and other arrangements

APRIL
Sunday 5 - Morning outing to Darvill at 06h30. Gordon Bennett 033 3865555.
Tuesday 14 - Presentation at Woodgrove by Peter Divall on “Birds and Mammals of 

March 2015                 36                                                              37                             March 2015                                                      



KZN BIRDS No 44 KZN BIRDS No 44

Namibia and Botswana.  A Photographic Tour”.
Wednesday 15 - Presentation by Adam Riley at the Ambers Auditorium in Amber 
Valley, entitled “In Search of the Snow Leopard”.
Sunday 19 - Morning outing to Bisley at 06h30. Coordinator David Crampton 082 
7717274.
Wednesday 29 - Morning outing to Bisley. Meet at Greendale Shopping Centre at 
07h00 to arrange transport.  Coordinator Pam Nicol 033 3302947.

MAY
Sunday 3 - Morning outing to Darvill at 07h00. Coordinator Gordon Bennett 033 
3865555.
Sunday 17 - Morning outing to uMngeni Valley at 07h00;  entrance fee R30 pp.  Meet 
at the entrance to uMngeni Valley: the gate allows only one car through at a time.  
Coordinator David Crampton 082 7717274.
Wednesday 20 - Presentation by Brent Coverdale in the Ambers Auditorium, Amber 
Valley, on “Zululand Vulture Conservation - working together to save our tree-nesting 
vultures”.
Wednesday 27 - Morning outing to uMngeni Valley at 07h00;  entrance fee R30 pp.  
Meet at the entrance to uMngeni Valley: the gate allows only one car through at a 
time. Coordinator Karin Nelson 033 3303027 or 072 7794219.

JUNE
Sunday 7 - Morning outing to Darvill at 07h30. Gordon Bennett 033 3865555. 
Tuesday 9 - Presentation at Woodgrove by Morgan Pfeiffer.  Topic to be announced.
Wednesday 17 - Presentation in the Ambers Auditorium, Amber Valley, by Peter 
Nelson from Eskom on “Ingula Pumped Storage Scheme, Balancing development 
and the environment”.
Sunday 21 - Morning outing to Cumberland. There is an entrance fee of R20 pp. 
Coordinator Colin Summersgill 033 8189013 or 083 7825113.
Wednesday 24 - Morning outing to Cumberland at 07h30. Meet at Greendale 
Shopping Centre to arrange transport. Eve Hughes 033 3302723 or 082 8724333.

JULY
Sunday 5 - Morning outing to Darvill at 07h30. Gordon Bennett 033 3865555.
Wednesday 15 - Presentation in the Ambers Auditorium, Amber Valley by David 
Johnson. Topic to be advised.
Sunday 19 - Outing to Pigeon Valley near Durban. Contact coordinator Luiz Mateus 
to arrange transport and where to meet:  033 3454078 or 084 0618496.
Wednesday 29 - Outing to Pigeon Valley near Durban. Meet at Greendale Shopping 
Centre at 07h30 to arrange transport.  Peter Divall 033 2395537 or 083 2634169.
15 July to 15 August - CWACs (water bird counts) at various water bodies in the 
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on your right.  We will have an opportunity to walk around the Sanctuary and observe 
the birds there, before watching the display with Shannon Hoffman at 10h00.  
Afterwards light meals can be purchased at the café.  As this is school holiday time, 
make it a family outing with children and/or grandchildren.  It is a very worthwhile 
visit, and follows on the indoor meeting on 8 July when Ben Hoffman is our guest 
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The count will be followed by tea. The Bayhead count will follow and proceed through 
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NELSON'S SAFARIS                             AFRICA OVERLAND SAFARIS 2015

Guided on-board overland safari to some great birding and general game viewing destinations in Southern 
Africa. Safaris are inclusive of transport (in 4X4 vehicles), camping or chalet accommodation, meals and 

park entry fees. Safari groups are a maximum of 6 people accompanied by the owner/ guides in two 
vehicles 

16 night Zimbabwe/Mozambique Birds - Nylsvley, Great Zimbabwe, Chirinda Forest, Honde Valley, 
Vumba Mountains, Gorongosa, Marondera, Matopos. Mainly chalets. April/May 2015

3 week Namibia - Sossusvlei, Walvis, Kaokoland, Epupa, Etosha, Waterberg.  June/July 2015

18 night Botswana - Khama Rhino Sanctuary, Kubu Island, Moremi, Chobe (Savuti and Riverfont), Nata. 
July/August 2015

3  week Angola exploratory birding and fishing - Mount Moco, Gabela, Ruacana, Calueque, Lubango 
(Tundavala), Leba Pass, Namibe, Flamingo Camp.  Aug/Sept 2015. On-board or tag along options

16 night Zimbabwe/Mozambique - Great Zimbabwe, Mana Pools, Marondera, Eastern Highlands, 
Gorongosa. October 2015. Chalet and camping options available

Please contact the guides Craig and Karin Nelson for further information
Phone: 033 3303027       Mobile: 082 9000107        nelsonsafaris@tiscali.co.za

www.nelsonsafaris.co.za
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BIRDLIFE TROGONS
PLEASE note all outings are on the second and fourth Sunday of the month unless 
otherwise stated. They are advertised in the South Coast Herald, South Coast Fever 
and The Rising Sun a few days prior to each event. The venues and dates of outings 
may be changed at short notice, please check www.birdlifetrogons.blogspot.com 
for updated information or phone Eric Kok 039 6950573 or 072 7510686 for further 
details and lift sharing.
Monday 2 - 5 March - members’ trip away (four nights): Sand Forest Lodge, 
Hluhluwe
8 March 06h30 - Culley's Dam, Port Edward
22 March 07h00 - Skyline NR and Uvongo Conservancy
12 April 06h30 - NPC Oribi Conservancy
Saturday and Sunday 18 -19 April - Cape Parrot count
26 April 06h30 - Litchi Syndicate, Umtentweni
10 May 07h00 - Oribi Gorge NR
24 May 07h00 - Stott Farm, Umtentweni
14 June 07h00 - Vernon Crooks NR
28 June 07h00 - Bushbuck Trail, Southbroom

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE

BIRDLIFE ZULULAND
 For information or details check out the website:  www.birdlifezululand.co.za
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“Times are tough. If you want me 
to bring you bird seed every morning, 

I have to start charging for room service”
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