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A Big Thank you to Andrew Ferendenos!!!!! 
 

For all his hard work on behalf of the KZNCF, under what have been very 

trying times. Andrew you have been part of a transition from a low key 

organisation to a professional high profile organisation! These transitions 

are never easy but are completely necessary, Congratulations in doing such 

a great job without loosing your own integrity and ethical code in the 

process.  

 

THANK YOU! 

 

 

 

And also a very warm welcome to  

Mr Simon Dunning the new Chairperson 
 of the KZNCF 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 
 

Editorial to the Winter News Letter 

 

I am very happy to have this opportunity to write this editorial to launch the winter News 

Letter.  A point has been reached where the Foundation is at last taking the first step 

towards doing what it set out to do so long ago – to raise Wattled Crane chicks and release 

them back into the wild.  The chicks currently in the programme will not be released into the 

wild but will be given to the Johannesburg Parks and Zoo captive breeding program when 

they have fledged. This year will be used as a learning period to iron out as many of the 

problems as possible in preparation for 2015 when the first fledglings will be released into 

the wild.  

 

To have the Bill Barnes Crane and Oribi Nature Reserve to base our offices and the chick 

raising facility is a great privilege. This pristine piece of KZN Midlands grasslands and 

wetlands on which, incidentally, wild Wattled Cranes choose to breed, was established by 

Peter Brown, Jon Bates, the Berning Family Trust and Bill Barnes in the 1990’s. The 

Foundation has a responsibility towards preserving the reserve which is a great pleasure. 

The offices and accommodation and later the chick raising facility itself took many years, lots 

of planning, hard work and money to complete. Here I must compliment all who were 

involved:  the Committee members, the volunteers and most importantly the donors both 

large and small.  Without this support we could never have come this far. 

 

It is also important for all to know that the KZN Crane Foundation, although it stands alone 

as an organization,  is a partner in the National Wattled Crane Recovery Program presided 

over by the EWT. The Foundation’s focus and the niche into which we slot in the National 

program, is the raising of the chicks and returning them to the wild.  This task would not be 

possible without the ongoing help, support and advice of our partners for which we are very 

thankful. 

 

It is vitally important to have an education arm to run in unison with the chick raising 

programme. At this stage it targets local schools where previously disadvantaged children 

can obtain an introduction to conservation and the advantages thereof.  The response has 

been very encouraging.  This will hopefully be expanded in the future and start to involve 

schools attended by more privileged children. A small seed that takes root in a child’s brain 

bares fruit as time goes on. 

 

I must give a special word of thanks to the Committee for having the trust to vote me into the 

position of Chairman. I thank Andrew for passing a going concern on to me. Our land donors 

and neighbor, Jon Bates, Chris Brown and James Berning also need a mention – without 

their partnership, commitment and cooperation, the Foundation would not be where it is 

today. 

 

Lastly I must congratulate Lara.  She has accepted the challenge of running this project and 

based on what she has accomplished so far I have every confidence that with her expertise, 

energy, and experience; she and her team will drive this project to a happy and successful 

outcome.                     

 
 



 

 

PREPARING THE REARING FACILITY 
By Lara Jordan 
 
The facility although mostly built at the end of April 2014 had a long way to go 

before it was ready to receive chicks. It has been “all hands to the deck” to be up 

and running for the end of June 2014, so that chicks could be accepted and 

permits be in place. This has only been made possible by a team of volunteers that 

have; moved rocks, put up shade cloth made frames, shovelled sand, dug ditches 

put up fencing the list is long!!!  

 

As an introduction into this community I have to say I have never felt so well 

supported and THANK YOU to all the volunteers and committee members who 

have helped me settle in but more importantly have pushed the foundation from 

strength to strength! I hope the below images show some of the larger events and 

pure craft that have taken place. 

 
Thank you to the mountaineers for putting on the shade cloth on our domes. 

 

  
Henry Davies sorting out painting and many other things. 



 

 

  

What a change, I’m sure you’ll agree! 
 

 
 

 
Rearing Facility Bedroom 

 

 
 

Rearing Facility Kitchen  



 

 

  

 
 

Small Dome and outside dens 
 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO GET INVOLVED???? 
 

Please all you talented people come and be involved and join the  
 

‘Tweakers’  
Aptly named as its definition is to Improve (a mechanism or 

system) by making fine adjustments to it. 
 

There is much assistance needed to design and build and 
improve on techniques and facilities. Katherine Hayhoe has 

kindly agreed to co-ordinate the Tweakers.  
 

If you are interested please contact her on cathayhoe@gmail.com 
 

Projects we need help with: 
 

Designing a night mum that vocalises 
Building transportation boxes 

Developing hand hiding gloves that can be used for dirty work 
Designing an affordable alert that sms’s when the power goes off 

To sew together the shade cloth on large dome 
To make crane looking mums that can occupy their dens as they 

become older 
To plant grasses in the domes and around the rearing facility 

 
And much more!! 
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Ah Peter, I did not recognise you … we have grown old ! …  

Nelson Mandela, post 1996 
 

Peter McKenzie Brown was born in 1924 at Durban and educated at Michaelhouse. During 

World War Two he served in the South African Army as a signaller in North Africa and 

Italy and later gained a BA from University of Cape Town. His first jobs were in Edendale 

for the Local Health Authority and the YMCA. 

 

In the 1960’s Peter took over the family farming business, including the farm Snowdrop, 

located at the entrance to the Giants Castle Game Reserve. Already by this time Peter was 

one of a handful of white people considered so dangerous by the apartheid government that 

he had been declared a banned person. So severe were the restrictions placed on Peter, for 

ten years, that he was deprived of basic human contact with almost anyone outside of his 

immediate family.  Many of the young “mountain men” who worked for many years at 

Giants Castle never met or spoke to Peter their closest neighbour.  

Fortunately for conservation a long and lasting friendship developed between Peter Brown 

and Bill Barnes warden of the Giants Castle Game Reserve. It is for this reason that in the 

1990’s Bill Barnes, long since retired as game warden could rely on a friendly ear when he 

approached Peter to discuss establishing a nature reserve to be managed by the Crane 

Foundation at Nottingham Road. Peter, with his son Chris Brown was enthusiastic 

agreeing to set aside 250 hectares of well managed grasslands and wetlands to be 

preserved “as it always has been”.  

 

This was one of the last accomplishments of a man whose principles drove him, at great 

personal cost, to oppose apartheid and injustice. Peter was a founder member, with his 

wife Phoebe, of the Pietermaritzburg Branch of the Liberal Society in December 1952 and 

he became national chair of the Liberal Party. In 1960 he was detained without trial and 

imprisoned for three months in Pietermaritzburg, refusing an offer of conditional early 

release while others were still held without trial. 

 

Peter played an important role in extra parliamentary politics including a long involvement 

with the Northern Natal African Landowners Association, an association whose member’s 

homes and properties were under constant attack during apartheid. Fittingly in 1979 Peter 

helped establish and became the first chairperson of the Association for Rural 

Advancement (Afra) an organisation which continued to oppose the forced removal 

policies. Peter was also involved with the Church Agricultural Project at Mdukutshani near 

Tugela Ferry, which today is a highly successful natural resources conservation project. He 

was also involved in the Dependants Conference, a church initiative to support the families 

of political prisoners. As well as a member of the Five Freedoms Forum, a body designed 

to bring together people who would need to understand and talk to one another in a 

democratic South Africa. 

 

Peter truly was “a man to be held in the highest regard”. At the turn of the century the 

Msunduzi Municipality awarded Peter a Civic Certificate of Commendation for his 

‘dedication to justice … the selfless work of decades … and his quiet influence.’ He was 

also awarded an honorary doctorate by The University of Natal had in 1997. He died in 

2004 of a heart attack at the age of 79 in Pietermaritzburg, having suffered from cancer for 

several years.  

 

By Christopher Merrett 



 

 

 
Review of Management Plan for Bill Barnes Crane and Oribi Nature Reserve 

The management plan developed for the BBCONR is now over 5 years old.  While there is 

no legislation stipulating that management plans must be reviewed within a certain time 

frame, it is important to do this periodically to ensure that management programmes are 

still valid and also to introduce new management programmes where necessary.  The 

review also provides an opportunity to build in the amendments made to management 

programmes over the years.  A key management programme, constantly revised for 

BBCONR is the grazing plan.  Grazing with cattle is a compatible practice for KZN 

Biodiversity Stewardship sites – a tool which is often used to achieve certain conservation 

outcomes, such as managing for Oribi and Wattled Cranes. 

 The management plan will be including new management programmes for the reserve: 

 A management plan for the water transfer pipeline servitude (not included in the current 

management plan); 

 The revised veld condition assessment and resulting grazing regime 

 New research programmes (insect, rodent and bird life) 

 A revised fire break management plan, particularly for the area in close proximity to the 

new rearing facility.   

 A full Invasive Alien Plant control plan. 

 A revised security and law enforcement programme, as a result of the recent theft of Eskom 

power lines, cutting of perimeter fencing and increased activity in the reserve.   

 

 
 

The Bill Barnes Cranes & Oribi Nature Reserve 
  



 

 

 
 

 
 

THE LAUNCH OF THE KZNCF REARING FACILITY 
 

Thank you to Northstar and the KZNCF Committee for hosting and sponsoring such 
a wonderful Event!! 

 
A picture speaks a thousand words, so I hope those that could not make the event 

can get a feel for the occasion. Thank You to all our members and sponsors for making the 
celebration possible.  

 
Many years work, many hands toiled! 

 

 
 

An exciting very overcrowded AGM 
 

 
 

Paige Potter (Intern) welcoming guests to Launch (rather brisk morning) 
 

 
 

Guests arriving “Great community event” 
 
 



 

 

 
Blessing and speeches 

 

 
Unveiling of Bill Barnes portrait now hanging in the main offices 

 

  
Tour of the facility 

 

  
Books for sale please contact - nursery@kzncrane.co.za 

 



 

 

KZN Crane Foundation Education Program 

By Nkanyiso Ndela 

 

Andiswa Mbokazi, Samkelo Skhosana & Welile Duda from Shea O'Connor, grade 6 (one of the 

schools where the educationist teaches, the CAPS approved program ‘Cranes in the Classroom”) 

were so excited about the work we do they decided to present to the school assembly. These 

intrepid environmentalists talked to their 800 peers on the subject of the three South African 

cranes and wetland environments.  

 

The wetland that runs through the school grounds now has 3 new rangers to monitor and 

evaluate it as these young boys have taken on the responsibility of the wetlands health. They 

have committed to monitor the wetland everyday, making sure that it does not become polluted.  

and also to continue educating their school mates about the importance of this habitat.  

 

Shea O'Connor school adopted ‘Boston’ the Grey Crowned crane from Hlathikhulu last year. 

Ms. Antonia Mkhabela (Deputy principal) reported that the [wetland eduction] is now beginning 

to make sense to the grade 6s. 

 

  
 

“I thought wetlands are smelly areas and useless but now I know they are habitats for cranes” 

Zama Mthembu , Isibonokuhle primary school grade 5. 

 

 

 
 

Andiswa Mbokazi, Samkelo Skhosana & Welile Duda 

 



 

 

 

“I love cranes because they are good parents” 

Nkanyiso Mnchunu, Esiphethwini sendezi grade 4. 

 

 
 

“our learners now look after the schools wetland and understand the beauty and the benefit of 

wetlands now” Antonia Mkhabela Shea O’Connor combined (deputy principal) 

 
 

 
ART CORNOR 

 
Something to share? Poems or art? Send it we will share it here. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

The Rosetta Nottingham Road (RNR) Conservancy 
 
Who are we? 
 
We are a brand new Conservancy that is in the process of becoming established. Our interim 
committee consists of Sarah Ellis, Thobekile Makatini, Christine King, Adrian Wilson, Alan Venables,  
Pippa Huggins, Penny Letley and Gareth Boothway.  
 
What are we hoping to achieve? 
 
(a) Promote the protection of indigenous plants and animals, undisturbed or important biological 

communities and landscapes of exceptional beauty and foster biodiversity.  
(b) Promote the need for protection of streams and rivers within its area to ensure good water 

quality, particularly in the riparian zones and wetlands and encourage a catchment management 
approach. 

(c) Cooperate with authorities in respect of the management of the Conservancy.  
(d) Collect and raise funds and use such funds for the promotion of the Conservancy’s activities.  
(e) Raise awareness of environmental issues amongst the community, within the membership and 

with the surrounding landowners of the Conservancy. 
(f)  Contribute to the appropriate development of the urban and rural environment.  
 
Working with farmers 
 
Commercial farmers are the custodians of by far the bulk of the land in our area as well as significant 
employers. We are therefore committed to working with commercial farmers in pursuit of common 
objectives.   
 

Our Precious Natural Resources 

 The Mooi River 

 The Bill Barnes Crane and Oribi Nature Reserve 

 One of the few remaining areas with suitable habitat for the 3 crane species, two of which are 
listed as Vulnerable and one listed as Critically Endangered on the IUCN Red List.  

 One of the few remaining areas with suitable habitats for the endangered Oribi antelope. 

 Includes areas of high quality –Mooi River Highland grassland (Vulnerable)   

 Pristine mountain catchment with a myriad of threatened wetand areas contributing high 
quality water resources 

  

 
What is our area? 
 
The area of Conservancies does not necessarily have to be fixed and can change over time. At this stage 
however our proposed area is broadly defined by the Mooi River on the North Western side, the N3 to 
the North East, the road between Nottingham Road and the N3 and the Nottingham Road/Loteni Road.    
 
How can you get involved? 
 
We are currently recruiting members. In addition, we have identified a number of activities that we 
need enthusiastic people to take on. This can be within the committee or external to it. As a new 
Conservancy we are effectively starting with a blank sheet so it is a good time to become involved to 
shape things at this early stage. Please feel free to contact our secretary, Penny Letley or any of the 
committee members if you would like more information.  

 



 

 

THE FIRST WATTLED CRANE CHICKS  

HATCHED AT THE NEW REARING FACILITY 

By Lara Jordan 

 

We are delighted to bring the news to you that the KZNCF are now proud to have their first 

three Wattled Crane Chicks on site. After much effort and work in preparation for the season 

our first egg hatched at 10.00pm on 9th July 2014. This memorable event was uniquely 

wonderful as field workers had not anticipated the egg would be viable based on the weight 

and size of egg. I was incredibly excited to hear his vocalisations not 48 hours before it 

hatched.  On weighing the chick it was found to be a most extraordinary weight of 170 grams. 

In comparison to about 120-130 grams being the average weight of a hatching chick. 

 

The photos below show the 24 hours before hatching of the first chick now knick named 

Gobble due to its large appetite for both food and life.  

 

 

 

The Hatching of Gobble 

 



 

 

Gobble is now over a month old and is a strong willed intelligent bird. It is incredibly keen 

on its 3 hours walks and would prefer to spend more time foraging in the Wetland for 

food. It has been one of the easiest Wattled Crane chicks I have ever reared, so far!! 

 

 
 

Gobble at 24 days old 
 
 

Ivan was the second chick that we received and hatched on the 17th July 2014 at 6.00am. 

This chick caused us a lot of concern after hatch as he was suffering from splayed legs. The 

vet was called to assess the seriousness of the situation. After discussion a combined 

decision was agreed upon to use husbandry techniques to rectify the problem. His 

wonderful easy-going character meant that the hands off approach worked as he did not 

take strain when he splayed, he simply got up and carried on. With some extra vitamin B 

added to his diet he is now a happy well-adjusted playful individual.  We have been most 

fortunate to receive such an easy-going chick and all the handrearers are incredibly fond of 

him. 

  

 
 
 



 

 

 
 

IVAN THE BIRD THAT’S KEEN TO FLY!!!!! 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Rusty is currently our youngest chick nearly 3 weeks old now, it hatched on the 22nd July 

2014. I was fortunate enough to join Tanya Smith (Endangered Wildlife Trust) to go and 

collect this chick from the nest. The wild parents are even for a Wattled Crane highly 

sensitive nervous pair. This individual screamed even in the egg and often took some calls 

to calm it down. The individual like its parents is an incredibly nervous bird. We are very 

fond of it but it takes a lot of extra hours to work with. It is happiest on its daily two and 

half hour walks when being walked by two chick mums. It is also a fussy eater and is not 

too keen on getting its beak dirty! With the extra attention of the hand rearers however it 

is growing in confidence each day.   

 

                                                                             

                         

            


