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CHAIR’S CHIRPS

THE spotlight has fallen on what is 
described as the rarest raptor in Southern 
Africa, the Southern Banded Snake Eagle 
(Circaetus fasciolatus) (COVER PHOTO). 
Strictly a reptile specialist that feeds mainly 
on snakes, it is suspected there are no more 
than 20 - 30 breeding pairs.

The SBSE is restricted to coastal forests 
and low lying riverine forests from southern 
Somalia to KwaZulu-Natal. The species has 
received little research attention due to its 
cryptic and forest dwelling habits. It is 
considered Near Threatened (IUCN 2016) 
and in southern Africa, apparent range 
contractions has resulted in a recent 
uplisting to Critically Endangered (Taylor et 
al. 2015). While previously occurring south 
to Durban, the range has contracted north to 
Mtunzini for resident pairs. 

Dr Shane McPherson, of the University of 
KwaZulu-Natal, has been tasked by BirdLife 
South Africa to monitor SBSE in northern 
KZN for six months to help fill the large gaps 
in knowledge of the biological and 
ecological requirements of the species, 
which are needed to assess threats to their 
persistence.

We wish to encourage this project and 
further research which would assist with the 
conservation of SBSE in South Africa.

Crystelle Wilson

IN THE modern, high technology world 
that we live in, one has to be in touch 
with the latest gadgets that are available 
on the market. It's all too easy to say I am 
too old to learn something new. For 
many of us it's not as simple as it might 
be for five-year-old children nowadays. 
We all just need to take that proverbial 
first step. It sure helps a lot if you have 
somebody that can help you get started 
and will have the time and the patience 
to be able to guide you until you can 
manage on your own. Most important is 
to take that first step and then to become 
independent, gain momentum and 
move forward.

Now what has all this got to do with 
birding? Everything! We have books, so 
many to choose from, that it can become 
a nightmare because of a lack of space. 
It might confuse us even more as we 
wonder which books will be able to help 
us the best. By sorting out this problem, 
you will be saved a lot of money and 
frustration. 

Since the first of the cell phones 
arrived, great progress has been made 
in that field. But in the last few years cell 
phones also have become a very 
important birding tool. You now can 
have a comprehensive bird book on 
your phone and in your shirt pocket with 
information immediately available 
wherever you are. Yes I still have my 
note books and I will always have them! I 
make use of whatever I can lay my 
hands on to make birding more 
successful and enjoyable.

In the last few years I have noticed 
that there is an increased knowledge 
amongst our Zululand members and 

they go birding with much more 
confidence. You can now go out knowing 
that you will be able to identify most birds 
with great certainty. Yes, there will 
always be those difficult ones that 
require more research, but having the 
new tools make it easier to take time to 
study them. With the more powerful 
cameras on the market, which you can 
get at an affordable price, you can now 
take pictures of the difficult birds and try 
to identify them later at home. 

If you still have problems, you can 
post the picture onto one of the 
numerous internet groups and someone 
is bound to help you. It is as easy as that! 
The beauty of all this technology is that 
with all the photographs that get posted 
every day,  one has the unique 
opportunity to see birds every day. It 
then helps you to identify birds more 
quickly once you are outside or looking 
at your own pictures. 

For those birders who like to twitch, it 
is easier to get an idea of where to go 
and find the birds that they are hoping to 
add to their life list. Technology sure 
helps to make birding much easier and 
with less frustration, but remember 
birding will always be difficult no matter 
what! That is the beauty and challenge 
of birding. We are lucky to have such a 
great number and variety of birds to go 
and look for.

Every day we come across people 
who say that they want to leave South 
Africa for some reason or the other. 
Some people can just pack up and go 
without thinking what they are leaving 
behind and what they will be missing 
once they are gone. I have the following 
advice for anyone who wants to leave: 
do a road trip of about three months and 
tour South Africa. Go and discover the 
beauty of our land and all it has to offer. I 
guarantee you that you will reconsider 
your plans. Yes, there are a lot of things 

mailto:crystelle.wilson@gmail.com
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THE Mpambanyoni  river and estuary lie 
on the edge of Scottburgh. It is said the 
river was named by King Shaka of the 
Zulus. While resting on the bank with a 
regiment of soldiers, Shaka was 
fascinated by the myriad of birds nesting 
among the reeds and, wondering how 
each pair could possibly find its nest, he 
coined the name Mpambanyoni which 
translates into “the confuser of birds”.

TC Robertson Nature Reserve covers 
the area where Shaka rested, with river 
frontage, bird hides, grasslands and a 
forest trail. People said there were very 
few birds a couple of years ago, but they 
seem to be returning - we note 
cormorants and darters, herons,  
kingfishers, weavers, small waders, fish 
eagle, osprey and even an African 
Finfoot;  cisticolas in the grasslands and 
a pair of Black-throated Wattle-eyes in 
the forest - a small gem. A group of 
pelicans came to visit one Wednesday 
morning when the committee served tea 
and cake. There was a rush for 
cellphone cameras, but unfortunately 
neither of my rarity experts will commit to 
which species - and the pelicans have 
not returned as yet.

Hazel, our secretary, thought it a good 
idea to send out a newsletter after each 
committee meeting to keep members in 
touch with the club and our activities.  So 
far we have done three, for May, July 
and August ,   w i th  en thus ias t ic  
feedback. It is more work for her, but 
members are enjoying them. If anyone 
would like to receive our newsletter 
please contact Hazel on
vanrooyenb@worldonline.co.za

On the first Sunday each month  
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that are not what they used to be, but we 
can only hope and pray that it will get 
better.

Why a road trip?
W e l l w e  h a v e  j u s t 

complet ed a trip of 45 
d a y s , but it was a 
road trip w i t h  t h e 
s o l e                                              purpose 
of going to a r e a s 
that we have never 
been to before a n d 
to see how many bir
ds we could 
f ind  wh i le 
v is i t ing the 
v a r i o u s 
regions.  Af ter 
day one I came to 
the conclusion that w e 
should have planned the trip for 60 
days as there was so much to see and 
do.

We started off in Empangeni, on to 
Bethlehem, Kimberley, Kalagadi, 
Kamieskroon, Langebaan, Sedgefield, 
Je f f r eys  Bay,  Moun ta in  Zeb ra , 
Gariepdam, Golden Gate and ending at 
our “home from home” in Kaapsehoop.

We traveled about 12 000 km, met 
some awesome people (and we are not 
the sociable type), saw our wonderful 
nature and got to see some of the  
stunning variety of birds South Africa has 
to offer. We took 12 000 plus pictures 
which we still have to sort out to see if we 
might have missed something. So far we 
have 83 lifers, with hopefully more to 
discover amongst our pictures. We have 
learnt so much on this trip. We realize 
how much we still need to learn and that 
we should have been better informed on 
the different areas we were to visit on our 
t r ip .  We shou ld  have done our 
homework much better, which could 
have saved us a lot of time. We did not 
meet too many other birders, but the 

when and where. Then submit this 
data/information so that it can become 
useful and won't get lost.

We have at our disposal SABAP2 
where we can submit our information 
and knowledge so that it can be used in 
a way that benef i t  other users. 
Submitting data to SABAP2 is easy and 
very user friendly. There is also a 
program in place where you can submit 
the birds you see while out birding. Yes, 
BirdLasser has been with us for a while, 
but I am surprised that not so many 
people know about it, never mind use it. 
We need to support both SABAP2 and 
BirdLasser for the future of our birds. 
These programs are easy to use, so 
please don't delay in getting started. 

Summer is on its way and already we 
can see the difference in nature and the 
arrival of our little friends. It seems like 
the Yellow-billed Kites arrived earlier 
than normal this year or maybe just our 
birders were looking more carefully to 
spot the first arrivals. Thanks to all who 
reported the first ones that they saw.

It's nice to get so many calls from 
birders from out of town who want to 
come and bird in our area. To our 
members, thanks for all your help and a 
special thanks to our local guides who 
are doing a very good job in the field. 
Please keep up the good work. 

To our visitors, please tell other 
birders of our birding and we hope to see 
you and your friends soon again.

To the members of BirdLife Zululand 
thanks for all your support and efforts in 
birding and for promoting our birds and 
our area.

Remember you don't have to travel 
far to see birds. Do keep on birding!

Johan Gouws
083 294 3370
(See page39 for more information on Birdlasser)

 Picture: Yellow-billed Kite by Crystelle Wilson

ones we did come across were most 
helpful and prepared to share their 
knowledge with us. Landowners were 
very keen to let us onto their properties 
and were interested to see what we 
found. Most could not believe what we 
were telling them. Hopefully they will 
begin to show an interest in birds.

The Sanparks reserves we visited 
were excellent and the personnel very 
helpful. Apart from some noisy campers 
one night trying to solve the country’s 
problems after too much alcohol, the 
only bad experience we had was when a 
baboon broke into our tent and ripped it 

quite badly. It could have been much 
worse. 

We have gained so much 
from this trip and we hope 

w e  h a v e  i n s p i r e d  a 
number of people to have 
a better and closer look 
at birds and to become 
birders. We tried to do 

t h i s by interacting with people 
when we met them and whenever we 
had the opportunity to do so. Too often 
we heard people say that “we saw 
nothing today”. We would then say we 
had a wonderful time and saw so many 
different birds and we also managed to 
see a lot of other things as well! Take a 
look at the birds, it will open a whole new 
world to you. 

My plea to all our birders is to not keep 
what you know to yourself but to share it 
with as many other people that you can. 
What is the value of knowledge if you are 
the only one to know something and 
nobody else knows it? It's the same as 
hitting a hole in one in golf and you are 
the only one to see it! Share it and 
nowadays it's very easy to do so. How 
do you do it? Become a member of 
BirdLife South Africa via one of the many 
bird clubs. Get into the habit of keeping 
records of all the birds that you see, 
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BELOW: Cape Vultures brood their chicks on their nests 
at the Oribi Vulture Viewing Hide near Port Shepstone
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Andrew Pickles and his father, Ivan, ably 
assisted by Liz Blomeyer, continue to 
ring birds on the Umzumbe Flood Plain 
and in the iGwalaGwala forest. His 
specials this winter include Knysna 
Warbler. To quote Andrew: “One of 
today's highlights at the ringing was a 
recapture of a Knysna Warbler that was 
ringed by a good friend of mine, Johan 
Snyman, in the same forest on 21 
September 2014. This is a bird that was 
thought to be extinct from KwaZulu-
Natal until some were discovered in 
Mbumbazi  Nature Reserve near 
Paddock. This is the third location where 
I have caught and ringed them on the 
South Coast, all in indigenous forest 
patches on sugar cane farms. To confirm 
the identity of today’s bird, we played the 
call from the Roberts Multimedia and its 
response was immediate.”

We now liaise with Pennington 
Conservancy and their keen birders join 

us to learn from Andrew with “a bird in 
the hand”, so the numbers at his ringing 
sessions are growing. He recently held a  
successful session in Umdoni Park  
joined by Johan Snyman and gave a talk 
to BirdLife Port Natal which was well 
received. 

O n  S u n d a y  2 5  S e p t e m b e r 
Pennington Conservancy held their 
Spr ing  Fest iva l  a t  the  Nkomba 
Sanctuary in Pennington, a small 
reserve where a dedicated team have 
worked and cleared to make a charming, 
safe retreat with walks and a bird hide 
overlooking the cleaned-up stream. It 
was a delightful day with laid-back local 
stalls and the conservancy re-cycling 
team well in focus. Congratulations to 
Mary Mackenzie and her volunteers.

Michelle Pearson from Second 
Chance Avian Rescue (SCAR) in 
Shelley Beach gave a presentation on 
how to deal with injured or abandoned  

birds,  starting with those tiny things with 
no feathers,  through f ledgl ings,  
feeding,  injuries, malnourishment and 
exhaustion. However, the best is to get 
the bird to Michelle as soon as possible. 
S h e  d o e s  f a n t a s t i c  w o r k  w i t h 
rehabilitating and releasing them and 
w e  a r e  d e l i g h t e d  P e n n i n g t o n 
Conservancy is so supportive.

I n  A u g u s t  a n  A f r i c a n  B l a c k 
Oys te rca tcher  was  rescued  on 
Pennington beach wi th  i ts  feet 
entangled in fishing gut, and with three 
hooks lodged in the right foot and leg. 
We managed to get it to Michelle and 
she reported two weeks later: “The 
African Black Oystercatcher that was 
submitted has made a full recovery and 
was released back in Pennington with its 
flock yesterday morning after passing all 
release criteria, and it gained nearly 200 
grams during the rehabilitation. The bird 
was ringed and measured by Andrew 
Pickles before release. A huge thank 
you to Mary Mackenzie from Pennington 
Conservancy  fo r  the  generous 
sponsorship towards its rehabilitation, 
as well as contributing towards fuel in 
transporting the bird back to Pennington 
for release.”

Sadly not all her rescues have such a 
happy ending. Sadly too, we continue to 
pick up fishing line tangles and hooks on 
our beaches, in spite of publicity in our 
local press.

M i c h e l l e  p o s t s  r e g u l a r l y  o n 
Facebook, so look for her excellent 
photos on the Second Chance Avian 
Rescue page.

On 24 September Andy Ruffle 
announced that the Oribi Vulture 
Viewing Hide project had received an 
award for the Eco Initiative of the Year at 
the third annual awards ceremony of 
UGU South Coast Tourism. Well done to 
Andy, Mike Neethling, Herbert Osborne 
and Melanie Smith. Although the hide 

was closed for the breeding season, 
Trogons were allowed a special visit. It is 
awesome. You approach the cliffs and 
just see a few roosting birds, then 
suddenly realise that the cliffs are alive 
with Cape Vultures. They take off gently 
and soar at eye-level and you gasp with 
d e l i g h t .  I t  i s  a  p a r a d i s e  f o r 
photographers. There seems to be an 
increased number of chicks this 
breeding season. A drone is being used 
as an experiment to help with counting 
and the birds seem totally unconcerned 
by this. A watering point is being 
established. Tourists are increasing and 
loud in their praise.

CWAC count:  Val and Stan Culley,  
and Hazel and Bobby van Rooyen 
performed the winter CWAC count at 
Harding Dam with very different 
numbers from the summer count when 
birds were abundant and the drought 
biting. They counted 14 species, with 80 
birds in total.

Stan Culley has now identified 238 
species in and around his dam and 
indigenous garden near Port Edward.

We have cancelled three outings 
recently through inclement weather, a 
pity, but what a joy to have the rain.  With 
such a scattered membership we cannot 
ask people to drive an hour and a half 
and pay the tolls, only to stay in the car! 
However, in August the club enjoyed a 
great outing to one of our favourite 
places, Ellingham Farm, courtesy of 
Rocky Bay Resorts, with 84 species, 
followed by a visit in July to Mpenjati.  
September was to another favourite,  
Vernon Crookes Nature Reserve.  
Details of these and other outings can be 
found on our blog:
http://birdlifetrogons.blogspot.com/

Sandy Olver
sandra111@scottburgh.co.za

Derek Gravett
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The sea gull curves his wings,
The sea gull turns his eyes,
Get down into the water, fish!
(If you are wise.)

The sea gull slants his wings,
The sea gull turns his head.
Get down into the water, fish!
(Or you'll be dead.)

- Elizabeth Coatsworth

OCTOBER 1 - and the Red-chested 
Cuckoo is calling from his spot in the 
Palmiet Nature Reserve, a welcome 
sound for the first of the month. When I 
think of the travails that migrant birds 
withstand to return to their breeding 
grounds in the southern summer, or like 
the Barn Swallows, their feeding 
grounds, I am overcome with respect 
and wonder at the evolutionary path so 
many of them have taken, in the New 
and Old World. Peter Teglhoj, a 
correspondent of Andrew Pickles' 
Swallow Watch and who is resident in 
Denmark, posted that the Barn Swallows 
had left on Monday 26 September, and 
that the late fledging chicks had five days 
to practise before their 9 500 km journey. 
Go well little ones, and let's hope KZN 
has warmed up somewhat when you 
arrive! 

Saturday 4 June was Elena Russell's 
choice for the winter visit to Pigeon 
Valley NR, and there was an excellent 
turnout - always with the expectation of 
sightings of the Spotted Ground Thrush, 
and the group was not disappointed.  
There was an exposed beehive on a 
dead tree, and the Lesser and Scaly-
throated Honeyguides were spotted 

going in and out in their quest for bee 
larvae. Raptors included the Black 
Sparrowhawk, African Goshawk and 
Lanner Falcon, so that by tea time the 
count was 52. Grateful thanks to Crispin 
Hemson who joined us and led one of 
the groups, and his keys for the security 
g a t e  a l l o w e d  a c c e s s  t o  t h e 
grassland/reservoir area. Birding was 
good and even a Burchell's Coucal was  
flushed from the long grass. The final 
count was more than 60.

Andrew Pickles was our guest 
speaker on Wednesday 8 June, 
travelling from Umzumbe with Liz 
Blomeyer to give a fascinating talk on 
Barn Swallows in the flood plain there as 
well as many other unusual and 
interesting birds that have arrived in his 
nets during ringing activities. Many of 
BLPN's members came to hear Andrew, 
and they were not disappointed.

Sadly the weather turned cold and 
rainy on Sunday 12 June for the Kloof 
Indigenous Gardens weekend, and 
visitors to the BLPN stand were few and 
far between. The birds too kept away, 
which was a great pity, because the 
venue itself was excellent, with views 
over the smal l  r iver and to the 
grasslands on the other side. Thanks to 
the volunteers who came prepared to be 
brilliant despite the creeping cold.  

Tuesday 14 June had our own 
Crystelle Wilson, relocated to Howick, 
but with so many friends still in Durban, 
as guest speaker for Krantzkloof Birds. 
They were happy to meet again in the 
Krantzkloof Nature Reserve Education 
Centre after the upgrade. Crystelle is a 
k e e n  p h o t o g r a p h e r  w i t h  m a n y 
fascinating pictures under her belt and 
the large number of people who 
attended, proved how popular digital 
photography of birds has become.  

If anyone had missed the earlier 
Pigeon Valley outing, they could join 

Sandi du Preez on Wednesday 22 June 
- the Wednesday morning outings have 
become more popular and the bird 
sightings well documented.  

On 28 June, Arnia and I spent the 
morning at the Durban Natural Science 
Museum, City Hall venue, for the ever-
popular annual KwaNunu. Situated in 
the Bird Hall with other environmental 
NGOs, we were able to interact with 
learners and talk to them about birds. 
We could show them the actual birds as 
the displays are excellent, and hopefully 
they leave knowing something more 
than when they came, and with a desire 
to ensure the continued survival of the 
threatened species. This year, the 
schools were all from Lesotho, in 
Durban for a recreational and scholarly 
visit, so Arnia concentrated on a video of 
the Bearded Vulture and we both spoke 
of the importance of their country's 
awareness of climate change and wind 
energy, particularly for their impact on 
birds.

Elena's comments for Saturday 2 July 
say it all - “the day was freezing cold, 
heavily overcast and to make matters 
worse, there was a howling gale! I drove 
down to the reserve and sat and read my 
paper whilst waiting for any hardy souls 
to pitch. After 20 minutes I drove home 
and walked the dog - she enjoys a 
howling gale”.

On Wednesday 13 July we were 
privileged to have Peter Divall, the chair 
of BirdLife KZN Midlands as our guest 
speaker for the monthly indoor meeting.  
A good turnout were fascinated by 
Peter's talk entitled “Birds, Mammals 
and Scenery of Namibia and  Botswana. 
A Photographic Tour”. Peter and his wife 
travel a lot to various spots in the 
southern continent, so it was a great 
pleasure to have him come and tell us 
about their time on the south-western 
side. We hope to have him back next 

year to continue the saga, and as they 
are in Zimbabwe as I write this, I am sure 
it will once again be a pleasure to know 
more about their travels.

Rob  Jamieson  had  done  h i s 
preparations for the BMCG meeting on 
Saturday 16 July at Msinsi NR, the 
small, but wonderful reserve on UKZN 
grounds above the sports fields at 
Howard College. A small group met at 
13h30 and very much enjoyed the walk 
through the forest with Rob - the 
highlight being a Green Malkoha spotted 
just before we reached the sports field 
after descending.  In the spirit of BMCG, 
R o b  c o n t a c t e d  W E S S A a b o u t 
supporting the removal of some patches 
of alien invasive vegetation which had 
crept in since he was last working there.  
The university had not continued with 
the work, but I am told by Rob that 
WESSA very generously made a 
donation to allow the removal of the 
“nasties” and hopefully the university will 
now continue with the monitoring - a 
win/win situation.

A special outing to Oribi Gorge was 
organised by Jenny Norman and Elena 
Russell for the weekend of 16-17 July 
and as the report describes below, was 
very successful. On the Saturday they 
met Andy Ruffle to go and view the Cape 
Vultures. “Although the morning was 
cold and a little overcast, the sun kept 
appearing and on those occasions we 
could have 70 to 80 vultures soaring 
overhead and wheeling back to land on 
the cliff face. There are nests with chicks 
and the whole experience is fantastic.   
Outside the hide there are a number of 
carcasses in  var ious s tages of 
decomposition and the smell can be 
rather powerful! It was mainly White-
necked Ravens feast ing on the 
carcasses. There was a pair of Lanner 
Falcons, Rock Martins and Alpine Swifts  
flying around and at the hide we had 
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Plain-backed and African Pipits. Andy 
mentioned that on one occasion, when 
visiting the hide, a Black-rumped 
Buttonquail popped out of the head of a 
Zebra carcass, presumably eating 
maggots inside the skull. Andy offers a 
50% discount to BLPN members 
depending on the number of bookings, 
so it is really worthwhile contacting him, 
072 893 3794 or 
andy_ruffle@yahoo.co.uk. It started to 
rain on Saturday night and it was still 
raining early on Sunday morning. We 
went down to the picnic area just in case 
any crazy birders pitched up and along 
came Sandi, Roz and Prim. Along the 
road we had good views of Lemon and 
Tambourine Doves. By 09h00 the rain 
stopped and we took a slow drive back to 
Oribi Gorge. On the way the flying ants 
were coming out and the birding took off! 
Fan-tailed Widow, Village, Cape, Yellow 
Weavers, Croaking Cisticola and 
masses of Rock Martins, all hawking 
from the edge of a cane field. We 
stopped a number of times and one spot 
near the farm dam was exceptionally 
good - Lesser Honeyguide, African 
Dusky Flycatcher, Black-collared 
Barbet, Fork-tailed and Square-tailed 
Drongo, Little Bee-eaters and much, 
much more. On Monday morning we 
took another drive through the gorge and 
had gorgeous views of the Olive 
Woodpecker and added a few more 
birds to the list so our total bird count for 
the weekend was 120. A new one for the 
Oribi list was African Hoopoe which we 
saw twice. One bird which maybe we 
were not so pleased to see was the 
Common Starling.”

Wednesday 20 July was our trip to 
CROW - usually held every two years or 
so. The new director, Paul Hoyte, was 
there to greet us and give a presentation 
on their work, followed by Sue-Ann 
Shutte who is part of the team taking 

responsibility for the wild birds that are 
brought in. Sue took us around CROW 
and introduced us to the birds in 
rehabilitation, and how she is able to ID 
the very new babies and feed them 
appropriately. It was an excellent 
morning.

July ended with the annual CWAC 
count on 23 July starting at uMngeni Bird 
Park at 11h00 and moving on to 
Bayhead. The Woolly-necked Storks 
were in abundance on the sandbanks in 
the river, along with the Blacksmith 
Lapwings, and although the wind was 
chilly, those who ventured outdoors 
were well rewarded.

Windy and dusty August saw a visit on 
the 6th to Vumbuka and Umbogavango - 
“The moon was a sliver in the dawn sky 
and the click of the African Goshawk 
could be heard overhead and the bird 
then seen. We had a good turnout 
starting off with about 14 members and 
ending up with 18-19. As we walked 
through the 'man-made' forested area of 
Vumbuka, it is amazing what AECI have 
done in reclaiming slime dams and 
dumps. Southern Boubou, Green-
backed Camaroptera, Terrestr ial 
Brownbul, Dark-capped Bulbul, Sombre 
and Yellow-bellied Greenbuls, Bar-
throated Apalis, Chinspot and Cape 
Batis were seen along with many 

flycatchers: Southern Black, African 
Dusky, Ashy and African Paradise. Our 
sunbird tally was not too shabby: 
Collared, Grey, Olive and Amethyst.   
Tambourine and Red-eyed Doves, 
Square-tailed and Fork-tailed Drongos 
in abundance, Yellow-fronted and 
Brimstone Canaries, Black-collared 
and, dare I say it, the ubiquitous White-
eared Barbet were noted. As we came 
out towards the grassland area there 
were masses of African Palm-Swift,  
Black Saw-wing, and, to a lesser extent, 
Lesser Striped Swallows and Rock 
Martins. Here we had Grey and Black-
headed Herons, Rattling Cisticola, 
Bronze and Red-backed Mannikins and 
Tawny-flanked Prinias. Our total bird 
count was 77; thanks to John and Paul 
for the pictures.”

Tuesday 9 August was Krantzkloof 
Birds' morning with a packed audience 
t h e r e  t o  h e a r  A d a m  R i l e y  o f 
Rockjumpers talk on “The Birds of 
Indonesia” - accompanied by his 
spectacular photographs. A tribute to 
Women's Day and an opportunity to 
meet his family, with his older son 
helping to show the photographs! The 
next day Nicolette Forbes spoke at the 

indoor meeting in Westvi l le and 
enthralled the audience with her 
dynamism and input on the Isimangiliso 
Wetland, giving clarity on the problems 
and successes there in which her 
organisation had played no small part.

The Botanic Gardens in Durban never 
fail to impress with their beauty and their 
birds. Sandi du Preez took a group 
around on Wednesday 17 August and in 
her own words: “The weather started off 
rather gloomily but soon cleared up and 
the 12 birders were treated to some 
good birding. The lawns around the lake 
were swarming with masses of honking 
and hissing Egyptian Geese and the 
African Palm-Swifts filled the air as 
usual. Altogether we recorded 52 
species.” The group was surprised to 
find a Common Moorhen nesting in a 
boat.

Unfortunately our club had to cancel 
our booking for the Sustainable Living 
Exhibition from 19-21 August. Arnia and 
Lesley could only do the one day each 
and since very few other people put 
down their names to volunteer, we 
decided to cancel. A sad reminder that 
so few younger people now join the club 
and are willing to give it some time.

Thursday 25 August was the winter 
Biodiversity Forum at Paradise Valley 
and once again the presentations were 
excellent, and the information given by 
the various municipal officials so useful.  
It is also a great networking opportunity.

Elena was up bright and early once 
again on Saturday 3 September to lead 
our group at Tanglewood, and with an 
excellent turnout and good weather, the 
count was in the region of 84, with a few 
mysterious raptors. Donations totalling 
R300 were received.  

David Allan was the guest speaker on 
Wednesday 14 September to tell us 
about the work he had done as part of 
the team that surveyed the fantastic 

ABOVE:  African Jacana seen at 
Umbogavango in August

John Bremner

BELOW:  Common Moorhen seen 
nesting in a boat on the lake at the 

Durban Botanical Gardens in August
Sandi du Preez
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waterbird populations of the “Elephant 
Marsh” in southern Malawi. Always a 
wonderful speaker who enthrals his 
audience with his own excitement, we 
learnt much about that country not so far 
away, the birds and the wildlife and 
particularly the people and how they live 
closely entwined with the marsh.

Wednesday 21 September was 
Msinsi once again with Sandi du Preez, 
and the weekend of 16 -18 September 
was BLKZN Forum at Howick, where 
Roy Cowgill pulled some excellent and 
thought-provoking presentations out of 
the hat on the Saturday, and Peter Divall 
led a very good Chairs’ Forum on the 
Sunday. Fanie Buys, Chair of BirdLife 
Free State, was welcomed and we look 
forward to more interaction in the future 
from that province. Another bonus was 
that despite the freezing, wet weather 
over  the weekend,  WESSA has 
upgraded all its chalets - new beds, 
heaters, TVs, and bed linen so that 
Sandy Olver and I were warm as toast 
inside. Really worthwhile to spend a 
couple of days there exploring the area 

and walking around the 
reserve.

O n  T u e s d a y  2 0 
September Roy and I 
attended the annual 
Durban Natural Science 
Museum 7th Maqubu 
Ntombela-Ian Player 
lecture where the guest 
speaker this year was 
Dr Beverley Damonse, 
group executive of the 
Na t i ona l  Resea rch 
Foundation, and on the 
21st I was invited to give 
a talk on our local birds 
to a woman's group in 
Hillcrest.

The month came to a 
end with a weekend 

away hosted by Paul and Sally Bartho at 
the Bird Valley Estate, Cramond, and as 
Paul termed it, both the weekend and 
the Sunday were a runaway success 
surpassing all expectations. It was 
attended by ten members for the 
weekend and a further eleven for the 
Sunday outing. Not only was the birding 
excellent but the venue and hospitality of 
Richard Alcock were equally so. And 
finally we got together to tally the birds 
identified for the weekend. In total there 
were 104 different species, and we had 
added another 17 to the total list for Bird 
Valley Estate. This is a very special 
place and a birding experience not to be 
missed.

Sincere condolences to the families 
of two of our members who passed away 
recently, Roger Webber and Sabrina 
Porritt, who so much enjoyed our indoor 
meetings and regular outings.  May they 
rest in peace.  

“You are not a drop in the ocean, 
you are the entire ocean in a drop” - Rumi

Lesley Frescura
083 231 3408

THE last four months just seem to have 
evaporated. The KZN Midlands club is 
steadily growing as more birders are 
migrating from the Durban area to the 
Ambers.  Sally and Paul Bartho recently 
moved to Amber Lee and will be a great 
asset to our club.

Our evening meetings at Woodgrove 
and Howick continue to attract good 
numbers and the outings also are well 
supported.

The club has had a “pull up” banner 
made and I wish to thank Roger and Viv 
O'Neill for all the hard work designing it 
and getting it made. Displaying it at 
meetings will enhance the club's status. 

Midlands shared a stand in the Happy 
Earth Hall at the Witness Garden Show 
with Karkloof Conservancy, EWT and 
the Crane Foundation which was a great 
success. The stand received a “Gold 

with Laurels” certificate, thanks to 
Twané Clarke and her team of helpers 
from the four organisations. BLSA 
donated quantities of calendars (2016), 
magazines and posters, and these were 
handed out to the many visitors, and 16 
people were signed up as expressing an 
interest in the club's activities.

A very successful BirdLife KZN Forum 
was held on 17 - 18 September.  The 
speakers were, as always, of a high 
standard and dealt with many issues 
concerning conservation. Our thanks go 
to Roy Cowgill  for organising the forum 
and inviting the CEO of BirdLife SA, 
Mark Anderson, to bring us up to date 
with the work done by the organisation. 
Forum will be fully reported on in the next 
issue of our E-newsletter.

The Chairs' meeting on the 18th 
debated the future of KZN Birds. The 
cost of producing a single edition is now 
in excess of R18 000 and the smaller 
clubs say they cannot afford to continue 
to pay their contribution. BLKZN 
Midlands has just paid over R6 800 as 
our share of the costs for the last issue, 

No 48. Can we sustain 
these ever-increasing 
cos ts  or  shou ld  we 
change totally to an 
electronic version?  Your 
committee feels we need 
to consider this at the 
next AGM.

As this will be the last 
i ssue o f  KZN B i rds 
before the end of the 
year, I would like to wish 
you all a blessed festive 
season and a very happy 
and prosperous New 
Year.

Peter Divall
033 239 5537

BELOW: The prize winning team at the Witness 
Garden Show which was held in Pietermaritzburg 

in October were from left Roger O’Neill, 
Jiba Magawaza, Eve Hughes, Twané Clarke 

and Nkanyiso Ndlela 
Picture: supplied

ABOVE: African Pygmy Goose seen in September
at Bird Valley Estate near Cramond 

 Paul Bartho
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I ARRIVED in Vancouver, British 
Columbia one rainy April morning. To my 
mind, it felt like it should have been 
autumn, and even ten years on, I still 
crave hot-cross buns in October and 
think of Christmas when I smell fresh 
peaches in July. 

More than the seasonal disorientation 
of being in another hemisphere, I never 
expected to feel so displaced by the lack 
of familiar bird sounds. Even when I left 
the Natal Midlands as a child and moved 
to the Cape province, my greatest sense 
of empty homesickness seemed to be 
connected to a yearning for the sound of 
Hadedas calling in the early mornings, or 
guineafowl settling down to roost in the 
evenings. 

Where I lived in Cape Town, the world 

seemed  so  i nc red ib l y  qu ie t  i n 
comparison to the happy cacophony of 
bird sounds I was used to: my friends, 
the Southern Boubous; the African 
Paradise Flycatchers who were never 
far from the Wisteria pagoda, or the 
Natal Robin (Red-capped Robin-Chat) 
who was resident in the shrubbery 
outside our front door. Indeed, my 
earliest memories seem to be of the 
birds, and bird sounds that formed the 
backdrop to my sense of home. I 
suppose that is a consequence of being 
an ornithologist's daughter.

M y  d a d  w a s  D r  T e r e n c e 
Oatley…known to many who will read 
this tribute, simply as 'Terry'. I am far 
from qualified to comment on his history 
and involvement with what was then, the 
Natal Bird Club. When I read through an 
article he wrote to commemorate the 
NBC's 60th year, I was reminded of so 
many familiar names that were part of 
my everyday experience as a girl, but I 
do not have the details. 

What I can relate, is that my father 
came to Natal  as a young man 
enthralled and enchanted by the 
diversity of colour, shape and form he 
found in his surroundings. Compared to 
the hedgerows of Sussex, England, he 
discovered more types of butterfly than 
he could count, and happily, more 
species of birds than he had imagined 
possib le.  Recogniz ing the local 
Cossypha as the counterpart to his 
northern hemisphere companion, he set 

about gathering as much information as 
he could about every type of robin that 
lived in Africa. Following a career in 
conservation with the Natal Parks Board 
enabled him to further his knowledge of 
local fauna and flora, and to contribute 
scientifically to the ornithological 
community, eventually gaining his MSc. 
from the University of Natal. 

He moved on during the early 80's to 
take a position as Ringing Coordinator 
at the University of Cape Town, and 
stayed in touch with many of his NBC 
colleagues through the collection of 
ringing data. In the course of the next 
decade, he completed his PhD. on the 
Ground Woodpecker and stayed on at 
the Avian Demography Unit until his 
retirement in 1996.

During the early years, the majority of 
his research time was spent in Kilgobbin 
Forest, Dargle, and Two Streams Farm, 
Karkloof. From the very beginning, my 

Dad's formation of a sense of home in a 
new hemisphere was connected to the 
birds he got to know, and to the birding 
communities that welcomed him.  Local 
farmers interested in his research, 
invited him into their homes, and like-
minded birders shared their experiences 
with him. I know that the time he spent in 
the Midlands forests was very dear to 
him, and that the close friendships he 
made in those KZN years, sustained him 
to the very end of his life. Perhaps he will 
be remembered for Ostrich journal 
publications, or for the book he and 
Graeme Arnott created: “Robins of 
Africa”. Perhaps you will remember him 
for his sense of humour, or astute 
observation of both avian and human 
communities. Perhaps some readers of 
KZN Birds remember presentations 
made by him, or scientific advances 
initiated by him; perhaps just cups of tea 
shared with him. I know that he would 
remember  h is  assoc ia t ion  w i th 
everything “Natal” as an integral part of 
his identity. 

I know too, that his memories would 
be cherished with dedicated fondness 
and affection. With this in mind, we 
decided to spread his ashes in Kilgobbin 
Forest, where we know he will feel 
forever at home, surrounded by the calls 
of the White-starred Robin and all those 
familiar companions that shared his 
experience as an enthusiastic, true 
birder. 

Terry is survived by his loving wife 
Margaret, and his children, Mark, 
Rochelle and Jenny. He has many 
devoted grandchildren that will always 
remember him dearly. His legacy of 
ornithology lives on for all of us, and 
even though I wake up now, to the 
sounds of Black-Capped Chickadees 
and Canada Geese, Kwazulu-Natal 
birdsong will always make me think of 
home.

TRIBUTE: TERRY OATLEY 1934 - 2016

Ornithologist Dr Terry Oatley (82), co-author of 
Robins of Africa, and longstanding member of 

the Natal Bird Club, passed away in July. 
This tribute to him is written by his daughter, 
Jenny Freeman, who now lives in Canada

Cherished memories of a true birder

ABOVE: Terry Oatley with a Canadian 
hummingbird feeder which he used 

for Cape Sugarbirds at his home
in Barrydale

BELOW: A young Terry Oatley 
when he worked as a Natal Parks 

Board ranger in Zululand
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TRIBUTE: TERRY OATLEY 1934 - 2016
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This tribute to him is written by his daughter, 
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Cherished memories of a true birder

ABOVE: Terry Oatley with a Canadian 
hummingbird feeder which he used 

for Cape Sugarbirds at his home
in Barrydale

BELOW: A young Terry Oatley 
when he worked as a Natal Parks 

Board ranger in Zululand
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KZN BIRD FORUM NEWS

A job well done 
IT WAS with sadness that Forum said 
farewell to Nicholas Theron who was the 
KwaZulu-Natal regional conservation 
manager for BirdLife South Africa since 
March 2012.

In these four years Nick worked on 
several major projects, which included 
an assessment of Important Bird Areas, 
and coastal bird monitoring. He gave 
talks to various organisations and 
helped his wife, Rina, to keep an eye on 
the status of Blue Swallows. 

Nick, who also was chair of BirdLife 
Sisonke,  expressed thanks and 
appreciation for the support he received 
from members of bird clubs in KZN. “It is 
largely because of you that I have had 
such a fantastic and fulfilling time here. 
BirdLife South Africa really is lucky to 
h a v e  s o  m a n y  c o m m i t t e d  a n d 
passionate bird club members that 
contribute so much to the conservation 
of birds and their habitats in the 
province,” he said.

“KwaZulu-Natal remains a priority 
region for BirdLife South Africa and we 
have built an extremely good reputation 
with stakeholders in the province. There 

ABOVE: Mark Anderson (left), the CEO of 
BirdLIfe South Africa, attended the KZN Bird 

Forum which was held in Howick on 17 
September. With Mark were Prof Colleen 

Downs, BLSA honorary president, Nick Theron, 
outgoing KZN regional conservation manager, 
and Roy Cowgill, chair of Forum and honorary 

president of BirdLife Port Natal

Conservation matters on the agenda

are a number of important projects in the 
region which we plan to see through to 
completion. Therefore, the goal will be to 
fill the position sometime in the new 
year.”

Nick and Rina and their two young 
sons left for Hoedspruit in September 
where he took up a position with the 
Kruger to Canyons Biosphere.

Crystelle Wilson

 Crystelle Wilson

RIGHT: Popular bird guide, 
Junior Gabela (left) attended 

the discussions at Forum. 
Some of the speakers 

included Arnia van Vuuren 
who spoke on development 

at the Durban harbour, Kevin 
McCann of Conservation 

Outcomes, and Nicolette and 
Ticky Forbes of Marine and 

Estuarine Research

RIGHT: BirdLife Free State was welcomed 
as a new member of the Chairs’ Forum 

held in Howick on 18 September. 
The chair is Fanie Buys (second from right). 

With him, from left to right, were Mark Anderson 
(BLSA CEO), Sandy Olver (Trogons), 

Steve Davis (honorary recorder, rarities 
committee), Lesley Frescura (BirdLife Port 

Natal), Anita Divall (secretary), 
Colin Summersgill (SABAP2), Roy Cowgill and 

Peter Divall (BirdLife KZN Midlands)

CONSERVATION AND PROJECTS

 Crystelle Wilson

 Crystelle Wilson

THE KZN Midlands 2016 summer 
CWAC count was completed on time. 
Although the KZN Midlands had rain 
which was sufficient for the grasslands 
and certain crops, there was not enough 
precipitation to fill dams. The very hot 
weather conditions and the irrigation of 
the crops have led to alarming drops in 
the levels of the dams and rivers.

Gartmore Farm Conservancy: 
survey date 18 January 2016. 

The dam on Loskop farm was empty, 
but it had long grass and weeds growing 
in it. There was a pair of Grey Crowned 
Crane feeding amongst the vegetation. 
A few days later a chick was seen 
following the adults.

The level of the dam on the Gartmore 
farm had dropped quite considerably, 
which had left muddy sand banks for 
waders. Two weeks before the count a 
Western Yellow Wagtail was seen on the 
sand banks. Compiler Eve Hughes 
1581, observers Peter and Anita Divall 
1799. There were 17 species seen and 
218 birds counted.

Midmar Dam:  survey date 20 
January 2016. The dam was down to 
46% capacity with large shorelines and 
sand banks. The grass had grown tall 
near the water’s edge making it difficult 

to see the waders. A pair of Montagu's 
Harriers was seen hawking up and down 
the grasslands, with the male landing 
and sitting for some time, so he could be 
easily observed. Compiler Eve Hughes 
1581, observers Pam Nicol 167, Mike 
Spain and Norman Freeman. There 
were 24 species seen and 449 birds 
counted.

Hlatikulu Wetland: survey date 23 
January 2016. It had rained the night 
before which made the count on the 
main dam a bit difficult. Luckily a 4x4 
was used which got us to the edge of the 
dam. Compiler Eve Hughes 1581, 
observers, Pam Nicol 167, Roger and 
Viv O'Neill, Athol Midgley, Rob Melville, 
Sally Cummings 16595, Sarah Millar, 
Louise Burdon, and Richard and 
Bridgett Robinson. There were 37 
species seen and 355 birds counted.

Albert Falls Dam: survey date for 
route 1 and 2 was 11 February 2016. The 
dam capacity was down to 37.65%. 
Huge shoreline with large sand banks in 
the middle of the dam.

Route 1 is surveyed from a vehicle 
driving along the shore line. In the 
summer months Yellow-billed Kites 
congregate in the mornings along the 
shore line in their hundreds, which may 

Coordinated Waterbird Count KZN Midlands 
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Route 1 is surveyed from a vehicle 
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Coordinated Waterbird Count KZN Midlands 
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cause a lack of waders. Compiler Eve 
Hughes 1581, observer Sally Cummings 
16595. There were 16 species seen and 
610 birds counted.

Route 2 is surveyed by boat close to 
the shore line and now round the very 
large sand banks. The trip was difficult 
due to the tree stumps sticking out in the 
open water. Could only survey half of the 
open water because of the danger of 
grounding the boat. Compiler Pam Nicol 
167, observers Theo Cave, (boat driver), 
Viv O'Neill and Christine Theron. There 
were 32 species seen and 1157 birds 
counted.

Darvill Waste Water: no report 
submitted.

Ladysmith Sewage Works: no 
report submitted

Coordinator Evelyn Hughes
ecotours96@gmail.com

THE Cape Par ro t  (Po icepha lus 
robustus) is the only parrot species 
endemic to South Africa and is currently 
one of South Africa’s Endangered birds. 
Skead (1971) highlighted that the 
numbers of Cape Parrots had declined 
since the early 1900s, particularly in the 
1950’s. In 1989 Boshoff estimated less 
than a thousand in the wild. 

This raised a number of important 
questions: were these declines real and 
how many Cape Parrots were there in 
the wild? Standard bird counting 
techniques are unsuitable for Cape 
Parrots as they are nomadic feeders with 
unpredictable movements. Parrots’ 
cryptic colouration combined with dense 
forest habitats often make them difficult 
to locate once perched, but their loud 
harsh calls whilst in-flight make them 
easier to detect. They are most active 

during the first few hours after dawn and 
before sunset, (although during misty 
conditions these periods can be 
extended), when they leave and return 
to their roosts in forest patches. These 
characteristics allow for a ‘total count’ of 
the parrots. 

Consequently the Cape Parrot Big 
Birding Day (CPBBD) was initiated in 
1998, and has been held annually since 
then as part of the conservation effort of 
the Cape Parrot Working Group. 

The aim of the CPBBD is to collect 
data that can be used to determine their 
occurrence and obtain an accurate 
population estimate of the Cape Parrot. 
Over recent years fewer than 1600 have 
been counted in the wild (Downs et al. 
2014). Factors contributing to the 
parrots’ decline vary in their effects and 
extent at different locations and include: 
the loss or change in the quality of their 
preferred forest habitat; food and/or 
nest-site shortages; illegal poaching for 
the pet trade; disease (especially 
psittacine beak and feather disease 
virus (PBFDV)); avian predators; and 
accelerated climate change. 

 The Cape Parrot, a forest specialist, 
is now mainly restricted to patches in a 
mosaic of afromontane southern 
mistbelt forests from Hogsback in the 
Eastern Cape through to the Balgowan 
and Karkloof areas of KwaZulu-Natal 
(KZN); with a disjoint population in the 
Magoebaskloof region of Limpopo 
Province. Though they are seen feeding 
on fruit in Protea patches near forests, 
gardens, orchards or coastal forests at 
certain times of the year, absence of 
parrots in some forest patches during 
certain periods are not local extinctions, 
but are likely due to the absence of food, 
as the fruiting of their preferred 
yellowwoods may be sporadic and 
absent in some years. 

The CPBBD is usually held in April or 

May. This year it was held on the 4 and 
5th of June 2016 - much later than usual. 
The CPBBD is generally extended over 
the Saturday afternoon and Sunday 
morning of the following day. One 
reason for this is that often weather is 
poor on one of the days. This allows an 
afternoon and a morning estimate. The 
higher of these for each province is then 
used to give the maximum number 
counted. 

 The areas of South Africa covered by 
the count include the Eastern Cape, 
KZN and Limpopo Provinces where 
Cape Parrots occur. This year at least 
283 volunteers were posted at 105 
localit ies in the three provinces. 
Unfortunately as the CPBBD was held 
later than usual, most Cape Parrots 
were seen feeding in the forests which 
may have led to some overcounting in 
some places and undercounting in 
others. 

F r o m  J u n e - S e p t e m b e r  t h e 
yellowwoods in the forests fruit. These 
fruits are sought after by the parrots and 
at one locality an observer saw 31 
parrots feeding on the fruit of a single 
tree. Usually when the CPBBD is held in 
April or May the Cape Parrots move 
between forests more and often fly to 
non-forest localities to feed on fruit of 
pecan nut trees. This makes counting 
much easier and reduces the probability 
of repeatedly counting the same birds. 
Consequently in 2017 we will count 
earlier in the year on the first weekend in 
May. 

 Despite the poor weather on one of 
the days in many areas, at least 984 
parrots were seen during the afternoon 
count while 1479 were seen the 
following morning. The maximum 
number of Cape Parrots counted (see 
above) was 460 in KZN, 441 in the 
former Transkei, 557 in the former 
Eastern Cape, and 41 in Limpopo 

Province. This suggests that there were 
at least 1499 Cape Parrots in the wild on 
the CPBBD in 2016. It is likely an 
underestimate as having the CPBBD 
later in the year seems to have had an 
impact on numbers counted. On the 
Sunday the parrots were observed at 
64% of localities while on the Saturday 
at 52% of localities. The localities where 
no parrots were observed are ones 
where the birds have been seen 
previously so they need to be covered, 
although for observers nil counts are 
often very negative. 

 Again several observers commented 
on how Pied and Cape Crows were 
disturbing the Cape Parrots. One group 
observed a Cape Parrot pair at a nest 
cavity. 

 We are regularly asked to provide 
maps and locations, and or summary 
numbers of Cape Parrots for particular 
areas in this report, but we do not, as 
these data may affect where illegal 
capture and trade of Cape Parrots 
occurs. Coordinators can get specific 
information for feedback to their 
volunteers. 

Other highlights: Cape Parrots are 
flagship species for South Africa’s 
afromontane-temperate indigenous 
forest patches. Many observers 
recorded other endangered forest 
s p e c i e s  o r  o n e s  f o u n d  i n  t h e 
neighbouring grasslands while doing 
their CPBBD observations. These 
included the Southern Tree Hyrax 
(Dendrohyrax arboreus), the Samango 
Monkey (Cercopithecus mitis), and the 
Southern Ground-Hornbill. A group of 
seven hornbills were observed at a 
l o c a l i t y  n e a r  C r e i g h t o n ,  K Z N . 
Interestingly several observers reported 
Cape Vulture, African Crowned Eagle 
and Martial Eagle at various localities. 
Several observers reported illegal 
logging and/or hunting of wildlife while 

2016 Cape Parrot 
Big Day report



November 2016               18                                                                  

KZN BIRDS No 49 KZN BIRDS No 49

  19                                         November 2016  

cause a lack of waders. Compiler Eve 
Hughes 1581, observer Sally Cummings 
16595. There were 16 species seen and 
610 birds counted.

Route 2 is surveyed by boat close to 
the shore line and now round the very 
large sand banks. The trip was difficult 
due to the tree stumps sticking out in the 
open water. Could only survey half of the 
open water because of the danger of 
grounding the boat. Compiler Pam Nicol 
167, observers Theo Cave, (boat driver), 
Viv O'Neill and Christine Theron. There 
were 32 species seen and 1157 birds 
counted.

Darvill Waste Water: no report 
submitted.

Ladysmith Sewage Works: no 
report submitted

Coordinator Evelyn Hughes
ecotours96@gmail.com

THE Cape Par ro t  (Po icepha lus 
robustus) is the only parrot species 
endemic to South Africa and is currently 
one of South Africa’s Endangered birds. 
Skead (1971) highlighted that the 
numbers of Cape Parrots had declined 
since the early 1900s, particularly in the 
1950’s. In 1989 Boshoff estimated less 
than a thousand in the wild. 

This raised a number of important 
questions: were these declines real and 
how many Cape Parrots were there in 
the wild? Standard bird counting 
techniques are unsuitable for Cape 
Parrots as they are nomadic feeders with 
unpredictable movements. Parrots’ 
cryptic colouration combined with dense 
forest habitats often make them difficult 
to locate once perched, but their loud 
harsh calls whilst in-flight make them 
easier to detect. They are most active 

during the first few hours after dawn and 
before sunset, (although during misty 
conditions these periods can be 
extended), when they leave and return 
to their roosts in forest patches. These 
characteristics allow for a ‘total count’ of 
the parrots. 

Consequently the Cape Parrot Big 
Birding Day (CPBBD) was initiated in 
1998, and has been held annually since 
then as part of the conservation effort of 
the Cape Parrot Working Group. 

The aim of the CPBBD is to collect 
data that can be used to determine their 
occurrence and obtain an accurate 
population estimate of the Cape Parrot. 
Over recent years fewer than 1600 have 
been counted in the wild (Downs et al. 
2014). Factors contributing to the 
parrots’ decline vary in their effects and 
extent at different locations and include: 
the loss or change in the quality of their 
preferred forest habitat; food and/or 
nest-site shortages; illegal poaching for 
the pet trade; disease (especially 
psittacine beak and feather disease 
virus (PBFDV)); avian predators; and 
accelerated climate change. 

 The Cape Parrot, a forest specialist, 
is now mainly restricted to patches in a 
mosaic of afromontane southern 
mistbelt forests from Hogsback in the 
Eastern Cape through to the Balgowan 
and Karkloof areas of KwaZulu-Natal 
(KZN); with a disjoint population in the 
Magoebaskloof region of Limpopo 
Province. Though they are seen feeding 
on fruit in Protea patches near forests, 
gardens, orchards or coastal forests at 
certain times of the year, absence of 
parrots in some forest patches during 
certain periods are not local extinctions, 
but are likely due to the absence of food, 
as the fruiting of their preferred 
yellowwoods may be sporadic and 
absent in some years. 

The CPBBD is usually held in April or 

May. This year it was held on the 4 and 
5th of June 2016 - much later than usual. 
The CPBBD is generally extended over 
the Saturday afternoon and Sunday 
morning of the following day. One 
reason for this is that often weather is 
poor on one of the days. This allows an 
afternoon and a morning estimate. The 
higher of these for each province is then 
used to give the maximum number 
counted. 

 The areas of South Africa covered by 
the count include the Eastern Cape, 
KZN and Limpopo Provinces where 
Cape Parrots occur. This year at least 
283 volunteers were posted at 105 
localit ies in the three provinces. 
Unfortunately as the CPBBD was held 
later than usual, most Cape Parrots 
were seen feeding in the forests which 
may have led to some overcounting in 
some places and undercounting in 
others. 

F r o m  J u n e - S e p t e m b e r  t h e 
yellowwoods in the forests fruit. These 
fruits are sought after by the parrots and 
at one locality an observer saw 31 
parrots feeding on the fruit of a single 
tree. Usually when the CPBBD is held in 
April or May the Cape Parrots move 
between forests more and often fly to 
non-forest localities to feed on fruit of 
pecan nut trees. This makes counting 
much easier and reduces the probability 
of repeatedly counting the same birds. 
Consequently in 2017 we will count 
earlier in the year on the first weekend in 
May. 

 Despite the poor weather on one of 
the days in many areas, at least 984 
parrots were seen during the afternoon 
count while 1479 were seen the 
following morning. The maximum 
number of Cape Parrots counted (see 
above) was 460 in KZN, 441 in the 
former Transkei, 557 in the former 
Eastern Cape, and 41 in Limpopo 

Province. This suggests that there were 
at least 1499 Cape Parrots in the wild on 
the CPBBD in 2016. It is likely an 
underestimate as having the CPBBD 
later in the year seems to have had an 
impact on numbers counted. On the 
Sunday the parrots were observed at 
64% of localities while on the Saturday 
at 52% of localities. The localities where 
no parrots were observed are ones 
where the birds have been seen 
previously so they need to be covered, 
although for observers nil counts are 
often very negative. 

 Again several observers commented 
on how Pied and Cape Crows were 
disturbing the Cape Parrots. One group 
observed a Cape Parrot pair at a nest 
cavity. 

 We are regularly asked to provide 
maps and locations, and or summary 
numbers of Cape Parrots for particular 
areas in this report, but we do not, as 
these data may affect where illegal 
capture and trade of Cape Parrots 
occurs. Coordinators can get specific 
information for feedback to their 
volunteers. 

Other highlights: Cape Parrots are 
flagship species for South Africa’s 
afromontane-temperate indigenous 
forest patches. Many observers 
recorded other endangered forest 
s p e c i e s  o r  o n e s  f o u n d  i n  t h e 
neighbouring grasslands while doing 
their CPBBD observations. These 
included the Southern Tree Hyrax 
(Dendrohyrax arboreus), the Samango 
Monkey (Cercopithecus mitis), and the 
Southern Ground-Hornbill. A group of 
seven hornbills were observed at a 
l o c a l i t y  n e a r  C r e i g h t o n ,  K Z N . 
Interestingly several observers reported 
Cape Vulture, African Crowned Eagle 
and Martial Eagle at various localities. 
Several observers reported illegal 
logging and/or hunting of wildlife while 

2016 Cape Parrot 
Big Day report



LONG-CRESTED eagles 
(Lophaetus occipitalis) are 
considered common raptors 
in parts of KwaZulu-Natal but 
relatively little has been 
documented on aspects of 
their ecology. Consequently 
we initiated a PhD project on 
Long-crested Eagles in KZN 
at the beginning of 2016 in 
the School of Life Sciences, 
University of KwaZulu-Natal, 
Pietermaritzburg. 

The main focus of the 
research is to investigate 
how land-use changes 
affects habitat use of Long-
crested Eagles, particularly 
when breeding. The main 
study area covers a land use 
gradient from urban to rural, 
i n c l u d i n g  D u r b a n , 
Pietermaritzburg and the 
Midlands in KZN. 

We are determining the 
home range and habitat use 
of Long-crested Eagles 
using GPS transmitters. We 
are using camera traps to 
monitor nests to provide 
valuable information on the 
general breeding behaviour 
of these birds and possibly 
what they are eating or 
providing for their chicks. We 
are also collating data on 
presence of Long-crested Eagles in the study area and relating it to ecological 
factors. Consequently we would be most grateful for any sightings of Long-crested 
Eagles, or locations of their nesting trees. The contact persons for the project are:

Machawe Maphalala 
(PhD candidate)
073 532 4725, Machawe158@gmail.com
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Long-crested Eagle project in KwaZulu-Nataldoing their CPBBD observations which 
is of concern. 

 As in past years, there were 
numerous communities involved in the 
CPBBD. This highlights the importance 
of the CPBBD in developing interest, 
knowledge and hopefully conservation 
awareness. It is an excellent way that 
citizens can contribute to science. 
Several  school  groups assis ted 
observers in many of the rural areas. The 
observers in the Langeni/Matiwane 
Region area had a get together and 
produced a very detailed summary 
report for their area (Mandla Mavalanji, 
Alfred Mbiyo, Bertus Bouwer and Helen 
Dalton, Department of Environmental 
Affairs (DEA), Indwe Security and 
Starlight Security participants are all 
thanked for their participation and 
detailed observations). We are most 
grateful to all those who participated in 
the CPBBD, especially the stalwarts that 
assist year in and year out. We are also 
most grateful to the various co-
ordinators and those volunteers who 
have participated for many years. Sadly 
Malcolm Anderson, the co-ordinator for 
Byrne, KZN for many years, was 
murdered just before the CPBBD. We 
are very sorry for this tragic loss and offer 
our condolences to his family and 
friends. We are also grateful for the 
contribution of Border Bird Club, DAFF, 
DEA, Rance Timbers, Sappi and Mondi 
foresters, Indwe Security, and Eastern 
Cape Parks and Tourism Agency and 
Ezemvelo KZN Wi ld l i fe  off ic ia ls 
(particularly those from Coleford Nature 
Reserve), and the Armours who host the 
University of KwaZulu-Natal students 
near Ingeli. 

Cape Parrot Day 2017: please diarise 
6 - 7 May 2017.

Prof Colleen Downs
033 260 5127, 082 920 2026
downs@ukzn.ac.za

THE Oribi Vulture Viewing Hide Project 
was honoured to be the recipient of the 
“Eco Initiative of the Year” award at the 
UGU South Coast Tourism third annual 
awards held at Port Shepstone Country 
Club on 23 September 2016.

“The fact that we received this award 
is a huge testament to the project'”, says 
project coordinator, Andy Ruffle. “It 
shows that we are making a positive 
difference. People, other than birders, 
are thinking and talking about vultures.”

Since the off icial launch on 8 
February 2014, the project has grown 
from strength to strength despite some 
setbacks, including the burning down of 
the original hide.

Schools are regular ly hosted, 
educating the learners about the 
important role that vultures play in the 
environment and how they can be 
conserved. Tourists, from all walks of 
life, are experiencing the beauty of these 
magnificent birds, which is leaving a 
lasting impression. Many visitors just 
can't get enough, returning with friends 
and relatives, some for their fourth time 
so far.

The project is also providing valuable 
scientific data in the form of tag re-
sightings and observations. The latest 
exc i t i ng  s igh t ing  was  an  adu l t 
Verreaux's Eagle seen on 1 September. 
The last records of this species in the 
area were back in the 1990's.

For more information about the 
project, please contact Andy Ruffle on  
bookings.vulturehide@yahoo.co.za or 
v i s i t  t h e i r  f a c e b o o k  g r o u p 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/oribi
v u l t u r e h i d e /  a n d  w e b s i t e 
http://vulturehide.blogspot.co.za/

Andy Ruffle

Oribi vulture viewing 
hide receives award

ABOVE: Long-crested Eagle seen at Boston on 30 
September

Crystelle Wilson

Prof Colleen Downs
(Main supervisor)
033 260 5127, downs@ukzn.ac.za 



LONG-CRESTED eagles 
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Oldest Southern Red Bishop recorded in KZN
ON 20 December 2000 we ringed at the Dundee Quarry 75 birds of six species. The 
species totals were 1 Malachite Kingfisher, 1 Lesser Swamp Warbler, 6 Cape 
Weavers, 16 Southern Masked Weavers, 50 Southern Red Bishops and 1 Common 
Waxbill.

On 25 February 2016 Peter Dearlove ringed 16 birds at the Dundee Sewage 
Works, including three Southern Red Bishops, one unringed and two recaptures. 
Recapture FB31422 had been ringed by Peter at the same site three years 
previously. Recapture FA05661 was an adult female that Dieter had ringed in 2000 
as a recently fledged juvenile at the quarry. The elapsed time was 15 years 2 months 
10 days, and distance moved was four km.

The previous longevity record for this species was 13 years 6 months 4 days (ring 
F65394).

Only two other weaver species have longevity records of over 15 years in the wild, 
Sociable Weaver and Southern Masked Weaver. See these weaver longevity 
records at http://weavers.adu.org.za/wow_age.php.

H Dieter Oschadleus and Peter Dearlove

BIRDLIFE South 
Africa is excited to 
i n t r o d u c e  i t s 
newest, exclusive 
m e m b e r s h i p 
programme aimed 
at the youth. It is a 
c r e a t i v e  a n d 
dynamic platform where education 
meets the digital age,. 

After many months of hard work, the 
young birders conservation club was 
launched at the African Bird Fair which 
was held on 3 - 4 September 2016  in 
Roodepoort. 

Developed by Chevaughn Nagiah, 
BLSA’s Dawn Fellow of Environmental 
Education, the programme creates a 
cool platform for “Fledgling” birders and 
conservationists to express their interest 
in birds, birdwatching and conservation. 

If you are between the ages of 10 and 
18 then Fledge is just the programme for 
you. Fledge will offer you insights into 

Fledge: a new conservation club
for young birders

THE second edition of Roberts Bird 
Guide by Hugh Chittenden, Greg Davies 
and Ingrid Weiersbye has been six years 
in the making. 

It was a mammoth task, now boasting 
almost three times the number of 
i l lustrat ions and including many 
biologically interesting photos where 
there is space. Both illustrated and 
photographic double-page spreads 
lavishly display difficult-to-identify 
families such as warblers, nightjars, 
cisticolas and brown eagles. 

These illustrated double spreads 
should prove to be particularly popular, 
especially of the two vulture species 
which guides readers into aging these 
species, a first for any field guide in the 
world. 

A greatly expanded pipit section also 
breaks new ground with the combination 
of illustrated and photographic spreads 
showing the most important and salient 
features. This new-look 570 page 
edition is packed with the latest 
information and will be available in both 
hard and soft cover editions.

Importantly, fewer species per page 
allowed for greatly expanded and more 
accurate species accounts. The 
upgrade of species texts, and family 
accounts, was handled almost entirely 
by Greg Davies who at the time was 
curator of the Ditsong bird department 
(housing the Austin Roberts skin 
collection). Greg was instrumental in 
introducing many innovative ideas such 
as illustrating the “sickle” in Sickle-

Latest Roberts field guide breaks new ground

BELOW: The page in the new Roberts guiding users how to age vultures
is a first for any field guide in the worldc a r e e r s  i n 

conservation, how 
to be a cit izen 
s c i e n t i s t ,  a n d 
where to look for 
birds.

Fledge utilises 
t e c h n o l o g y  t o 

communicate important issues in 
conservation through innovation and 
interaction. Members will be allowed to 
learn about birds without leaving the 
couch. The programme aims to feed 
minds and nurture souls by bringing 
nature to users in bite sized portions on a 
completely mobile friendly platform.

Young birders are invited to sign up by 
taking the Fledge Pledge and then to 
actively participate in the programme 
with its innovative interactive reward 
system. 

Learn. Conserve. Fledge.

For more information: 
http://fledge.birdlife.org.za
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mother. After all, any nestling in your 
own nest would be deemed to be your 
own. In this way, that ancestral cuckoo 
would be able to rear one more young 
than it would normally. If we produced 
lots of children and expected others to 
bring them up, we would be held in very 
low esteem. In the natural world, 
anything that works well is considered 
normal and so the Bird Mafia came into 
being.

Since those early days brood 
pa ras i t i sm  has  become  h i gh l y 
specialised and here in southern Africa 
we have three groups of  brood 
p a r a s i t e s ,  n a m e l y  c u c k o o s , 
honeyguides and the parasitic whydahs 
and finches, each having their own 
specific strategies. There are limits to 
this system and it works only as long as 
the host species still have a certain level 
of breeding success. If the host 

becomes extinct, the whole set-up 
collapses - so it is an adapt or die 
scenario. The chosen hosts have 
deve loped the i r  own defens ive 
st rategies,  and an evolut ionary 
equilibrium has been reached in which 
around 3% of host nests in any particular 
target group are parasitized. This low 
figure ensures the survival of the host 
species. Although brood parasites 
completely escape any child rearing 
duties, they do in fact have to work quite 
hard initially to get their egg safely into 
the correct nest. It is not a hit-or-miss 
affair, not any old nest will do. It has to be 
species specific as, over time, a unique 
relationship has evolved between 
parasite and host. 

It is not all plain sailing for the young 
usurper either. They face their own 
unique problems. In the case of 
cuckoos, the food they are fed by their 

“AN old French proverb claims that 
“every bird likes its own nest best”, and 
there are many sayings extolling the 
world of birds - “happy as a lark, free as a 
bird” and so on. But within this seemingly 
joyous existence, there lurk cheats and 
baddies - the birds that knock the system 
and get away, not with murder, but 
without lifting a finger (or perhaps 
feather) to help with the bringing up of 
their offspring.

These are the brood parasites, those 
birds that do not make their own nests 
but simply dump their eggs in another's 
nest, knowing full well that the chosen 
host will be an excellent parent and that 
their genes will go on into the next 

generation. For that is a driving natural 
force, making sure that our genetic 
material is spread as far and wide as is 
possible. We are all on this earth to 
reproduce!

As birds first evolved there were of 
course no baddies, it was each bird for 
itself, carving its own niche in a not very 
friendly world. But as things settled 
down, gaps opened up for birds with 
dubious morals; cheating was suddenly 
a viable way of life. Early cuckoo 
ancestors must have made their own 
nests, and maybe by chance one 
individual laid an egg in another bird's 
nest and this chick was successfully 
reared by the unsuspecting foster 

winged Chat, the “short-claw” in Short-
clawed Lark, the “saw” in Saw-wing 
Swallow and the reason for the word 
“twin-spot” in twinspot names.

Two plates at the back of the guide 
illustrate all the new post 2005 additions 
to the region, the cut-off for this being the 
Rufous-tailed Scrub Robin that made it 
just in time to print. Also, 20 selected 
“possible” vagrants were illustrated on 
two separate plates. These are species 
that have been recorded just north of the 
Zambezi and Cunene rivers, any of 
which could potentially be recorded in 
the years ahead.     

New illustrations were submitted by 
four well known artists, the bulk of the 
work ,  however,  was tack led by 
renowned bird artist Ingrid Weiersbye 
(also a trustee of the John Voelcker Bird 
Book Fund). The superb illustrations 
were done on varying plate sizes and, 
from the end of the year, these will be 
available for purchase through Everard 
Read Art Galleries. Ron Cook did most of 

the seabird illustrations, but returned to 
his birthplace, New Zealand, halfway 
through the project, so final illustrations 
from him were submitted from the other 
end of the world. The other two well 
known artists are Graeme Arnott and 
Penny Meakin. 

The all-new distribution maps are in 
the main a reflection of the SABAP maps 
of the Animal Demographic Unit of the 
University of Cape Town. They were 
drawn by Guy Upfold, who has been 
responsible for the assembly of all the 
JVBBF field guides over the past 10 
years. 

The JVBBF remains committed to not 
only being publishers of quality and 
affordable bird books, but to updating 
and remaining abreast of the latest in the 
years ahead. Already, plans are being 
made to secure i l lustrat ions for 
forthcoming editions. 

Hugh Chittenden
Chair, John Voelcker Bird Book Fund

BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS

The baddies of the bird world

ABOVE: Red-chested Cuckoo, Northern KwaZulu-Natal, 1 October 2016

Hugh Chittenden
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southern Africa. The cuckoos are 
probably the best-known group with the 
Red-chested Cuckoo or Piet-my-vrou 
being the most commonly heard (not 
always seen though). This is quite a 
large bird which can be mistaken for a 
small hawk and it is found in wooded 
habitats,  including gardens and 
plantations. The most frequent hosts are 
the Cape Robin-Chat and Cape Wagtail, 
tiny by comparison. The cuckoo lays her 
egg in an active nest and although it is 
much bigger and often completely 
contrasting in colour, the host bird does 
not seem able to differentiate between 
the eggs.

The Red-chested Cuckoo egg has a 
shorter incubation period and thus 
hatches first, giving it a weight and size 
advantage. Within the first two days any 
nestlings or eggs in the nest are evicted 
by the newly hatched cuckoo, thus 
ensuring that it will receive all food 
brought to the nest. It has been noted 
that other robins, such as Chorister and 
Red-capped, are more discriminatory 
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and do not accept eggs that do not 
closely resemble their own. They will 
desert a nest with a cuckoo egg in it.

The shiny green cuckoos, the 
Diederik, Klaas's and the beautiful 
African Emerald Cuckoo, have had to 
make a better plan. They have evolved 
to mimic the colour of the hosts' eggs so 
that although the eggs are usually larger 
than the host egg, it is indistinguishable 
to the bird's eye from its own.

Diederik Cuckoos often use the nests 
of Southern Red Bishops and here they 
lay blue eggs; when parasitizing a 
Village Weaver the eggs must be white 
with brown freckles. It seems amazing 
that the same species of cuckoo can lay 
such widely different eggs - perhaps 
different individuals specialise in 
different hosts and pass this gene on to 
their offspring? The green cuckoos are 
also much larger than their hosts, and 
have to eject any competition for food 
from the nest as soon as they hatch. Not 
a pretty picture, but that's life in the bird 
world.

All 11 of our cuckoos have a similar 
sort of life-style, the male bird needing to 
cause a diversion to allow the female to 
sneak into the nest of the chosen host 
and deposit her egg unseen. The host 
species definitely recognise their own 
particular brood parasite as the enemy 
and will go to great lengths to keep them 
out of their nests.

The honeyguides face different 
problems. Again subterfuge and 
diversion are the ploys used to get that 
egg into the nest, but as the parasite and 
host species are more-or-less the same 
size in this case (Lesser Honeyguide 
and Black-collared Barbet for instance), 
the sneaky egg-layer has to be even 
more careful not to be noticed, for 
grievous bodily harm could result if she 
is caught in the act. Honeyguides use 
only cavity nesters as their hosts, which 

rules out the need to match eggs. The 
interior of the nest is completely dark, so 
anything goes. The newly hatched chick 
has vicious hooks on its bill that it uses to 
kill any other residents of the nest. 
These hooks are lost during the nestling 
period. 

A nasty moment comes on the day of 
first flight, as the young fledgling has to 
make up its mind to go and then do so in 
a great hurry. If it sat on the edge of the 
nest cavity contemplating the great 
outside world, it would run the risk of 
being recognised as “the enemy” and 
have to face an attack from its previously 
doting foster mother! They thus have to 
fend for themselves immediately after 
leaving the nest, unlike the cuckoos that 
are dependent on their unfortunate 
foster parents for up to a month. Eating 

adoptive parents is 
not the same as the 
adults of the species 
eat, as cuckoos eat 
m a i n l y  h a i r y 
caterpillars, a food 
s o u r c e  r a r e l y 
exploited by others. 
Thus when the young 
bird leaves the care of 
the foster parents, it 
has to learn to feed all 
over again. No-one 
has shown it how to 
find and devour the 
food it will live on for 
the rest of its life.

Finding a mate is 
another and even 
m o r e  i m p o r t a n t 
problem. Most birds 
use the bird that feeds them as a mate-
selection model, but little parasites do 
not have this advantage. It is interesting 
that the baby parasitic birds do not 
become imprinted on the wrong species 
as do, for example, ducklings reared by 
humans. Song must have a lot to do with 
adolescent cuckoos recognising their 
own kind, an innate response to a certain 
call.

Honeyguides are reared in complete 
darkness so have no idea what their 
parents look like anyway, so they too 
must react to voice more than visual 
stimuli in choosing a mate of their own 
kind. The third group, the finches, are 
reared alongside their adoptive siblings, 
so face yet another sort of problem - 
you'd imagine that identity crises were 
common in this group, but nature has 
wonderful ways and they all seem to end 
up mixing and matching in the way they 
should.

Let's now take a look at the particular 
strategy employed by each of the three 
groups of brood parasite we have in 

ABOVE: Lesser Honeyguide with fresh honeycomb, 
Eshowe, July 2013

Hugh Chittenden

BELOW: Pin-tailed Whydah male, 
Boston, January 2016

Crystelle Wilson



southern Africa. The cuckoos are 
probably the best-known group with the 
Red-chested Cuckoo or Piet-my-vrou 
being the most commonly heard (not 
always seen though). This is quite a 
large bird which can be mistaken for a 
small hawk and it is found in wooded 
habitats,  including gardens and 
plantations. The most frequent hosts are 
the Cape Robin-Chat and Cape Wagtail, 
tiny by comparison. The cuckoo lays her 
egg in an active nest and although it is 
much bigger and often completely 
contrasting in colour, the host bird does 
not seem able to differentiate between 
the eggs.

The Red-chested Cuckoo egg has a 
shorter incubation period and thus 
hatches first, giving it a weight and size 
advantage. Within the first two days any 
nestlings or eggs in the nest are evicted 
by the newly hatched cuckoo, thus 
ensuring that it will receive all food 
brought to the nest. It has been noted 
that other robins, such as Chorister and 
Red-capped, are more discriminatory 
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beeswax must  be  another  p re -
programmed habit, for a barbet would 
certainly not consider a meal of wax and 
bee larvae to be highly desirable.

Our third group of brood parasites are 
the whydahs, indigobirds and the unique 
Cuckoo Finch. Once again, a different 
strategy for bucking the system is in 
place. In this case each bird has a very 
specific host, a one-to-one system, for it 
is not the eggs that have to be matched, 
but the inside of the mouth. The good 
and the bad are a similar size and eggs 
closely resemble each other. The newly 
hatched nest-parasite does not evict its 
companions but the crunch comes when 
it's time to open your mouth and ask 
mom for food. It is the very specific 
pattern of spots and bumps revealed by 
the gaping beak of the nestlings that 
triggers the feeding response in the 
parent birds. So in order to be given their 
share of the spoils, the inside of the 
mouth of the intruder has to have the 
same artistic arrangement as the host's 
chicks. If the mimicry is not good 
enough, that chick will simply starve. 

Externally the chicks are much of a 
muchness, you will be hard pressed to 
tell the difference between a Pin-tailed 
Whydah chick and that of its host, the 
Common Waxbill. The Long-tailed 
Paradise Whydah has chosen to imitate 

IT SEEMS to me that we know little 
of the lifestyle and habits of the fairly 
common Woolly-necked Stork in 
n o r t h e r n  K w a Z u l u - N a t a l . 
Particularly the fact that they appear 
to be breeding migrants to this part of 
the world, and not true residents. 
They have filtered in slowly during 
the middle of August, many back 
from their winter haunts. 

Most “disappear” in May, with only 
a few birds overwintering in our 
village, Mtunzini. Perhaps they 
move north to Mozambique, or even 
to the Botswanan swamp region 
where they are strictly winter visitors, 
absent all summer.

It's the only stork in our region with 
a shaggy ruff that shows well in the 
photo (TOP LEFT). 

A juvenile in early morning sun 
with wings spread shows the bare 
underwing skin line, which is pale at 
this age. (MIDDLE LEFT). This line 
becomes red in adulthood, and 
bright crimson during courtship and 
breeding. 

Discarded fishing line is a huge 
problem for most birds (BELOW 
LEFT). This bird, obviously in pain, 
had a very swollen foot which it 
probably lost because of the knotted 
line restricting blood flow through to 
its toes. 

Prey is highly variable, including 
almost anything that moves. 

Please contact me if you have a 
Woolly breeding near you, and you 
think a hide structure can be built 
near the nest for observations and 
photography.

Hugh Chittenden
Mtunzini
035 340 2012, hugh@rarebirds.co.za 

BELOW: Dusky Indigobird, 
Boston 25 December 2015

 Crystelle Wilson

the beautiful Green-winged Pytilia, while 
the Dusky Indigobird deposits her eggs 
into the nests of the Blue-billed Firefinch 
and the prinias usually play host to the 
Cuckoo Finch. It is interesting to note 
that in this group, the call of the brood 
parasite closely resembles that of the 
host and during the winter months, the 
non-breeding season, both species 
flock together, quite happily feeding 
alongside one another.

Evolution is a dynamic process and 
today the beginnings of yet another 
parasitic relationship in the bird world is 
becoming evident. The Maccoa Duck 
normally lays its eggs in a nest it has 
constructed, sometimes in a nest some 
other duck species has built, and every 
now and then in an active nest of another 
duck. This could be the thin end of the 
wedge and in time perhaps the Maccoa 
Duck will simply not bother with building 
its own nest and caring for its own 
young. Yet another brood parasite in the 
making?

Sally Johnson
Howick

ABOVE: Cuckoo Finch
Hugh Chittenden

Call to examine the lifestyle of Woollies

Pictures by Hugh Chittenden
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HONORARY RECORDER’S REPORT

RARITIES

VERREAUX'S EAGLE-OWL 
Bubo lacteus
KZN Rarity

One, inland of Ramsgate, 
30 August 2016 - Leon Bruggemann 
(KZN Rarity accepted). 

GREEN SANDPIPER Tringa ochropus
KZN Rarity
One, Mkhuze Game 
Reserve:
14-15 August 2016,
Ivan Pretorius, 
15 August 2016,
 Trevor Coxon
(KZN Rarity accepted), 
3-4 September 2016, 
Ryan Tippett, 
18 September 2016, 
Hugh Chittenden, 
28 September 2016 
(SA Rare Bird News 
report).
One, Darvill Bird 
Sanctuary, 
18 August 2016,

 Ian Gordon 
(KZN Rarity submitted), 
20 August 2016 - Pieter Verster, 
8 September 2016 - Luke Johnson and 
Nick Evans, 
18 September 2016 - Niall Perrins.

Leon Bruggemann

ABOVE: Verreaux’s Eagle-Owl sighted 
at Ramsgate in August

Ian Gordon

BELOW: Sooty Tern, seen off Durban and St Lucia during winter

CASPIAN PLOVER 
Charadrius asiaticus
KZN Rarity
One, near Ladysmith, 
26-27 September 2016, Robin Colyn.

AFRICAN SKIMMER 
Rhynchops flavirostris
National Rarity
An unconfirmed sighting near 
Salt Rock, 10 September 2016 
(SA Rare Bird News report).

FRANKLIN'S GULL 
Leucophaeus pipixcan
National Rarity
Two, uMngeni River Estuary, 
3 July 2016 
(SA Rare Bird News report).

ANTARCTIC TERN Sterna vittata
KZN Rarity
One at sea off Durban, 13 July 2016, 
Niall Perrins.
Two at sea off Durban, 17 July 2016 
(SA Rare Bird News report).

Steve Davis

HELLO BIRDERS! It has been quiet on the rarities front since my last report, as a 
result of it being winter and also the dry conditions. Of interest are the increasing 
numbers of records of Knysna Warbler and a couple of records of Antarctic Terns on 
pelagic trips.

Fruit on the menu

THIS picture of a Common Moorhen 
eating fruit at a bird table was taken by 
Jane Taylor of Camelot Estate in 
Hillcrest . Roberts Bird Guide describes 
the diet of the Southern Afr ican 
population of Common Moorhen as “little 
known”, but including water plants, 
berries, molluscs, worms, arachnids, 
insects, tadpoles, offal, carrion and 
commercial poultry food. Elsewhere, 
also eats filamentous algae, moss, 
flowers, seeds of cereal crops, small ish, 
birds’ eggs, vegetable scraps and fish 
food.

Jane Taylor

Common Moorhen
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BIRDLIFE PORT NATAL

MEMBERS PLEASE NOTE: KINDLY PHONE THE CONTACT PERSON FOR 
ANY SPECIFIC OUTING BEFOREHAND TO ENSURE THAT THE OUTING 
WILL TAKE PLACE. Participation is at your own risk. BirdLife Port Natal cannot 
be held responsible for theft/loss of property at any venue.
DIRECTIONS TO VENUES: On the website go to 
http://blpn.org/activities/directions-to-bird-club-venues. If unsure, then ask the 
outing leader when you make contact to confirm your attendance. Directions to 
new venues will be shown below.
OUTDOOR OUTINGS: Please don't forget to bring your tea/lunch baskets and 
socialise afterwards. Please note that many places now charge so take entrance 
money,  with you on any outing.Wild and/or Rhino Cards  
INDOOR MEETINGS are usually held on the second Wednesday evening of every 
month (except February and December) at 19h00 at the Westville Methodist Church, 
Jan Hofmeyr Road, Westville.  
BIRD RINGING: Normally starts very early, but people are welcome to arrive later 
and see what is going on. Bird Ringing with Garth Aiston: Usually held early on a 
Sunday each month. Please call Garth for details if no notification is put out nearer to 
the time on the BLPN website and KZN Birds@yahoo. Cell: 084 549  1752.

CLUB ACTIVITIES

KZN RARITIES ACCEPTED

THE following previously reported KZN records have been accepted by the KZN 
Rarities Committee since the June 2016 Honorary Recorder's Report. These 
include records forwarded to the committee for adjudication from SABAP2 field 
cards. 

African Rock Pipit  Henk Nel  11April 2016  2725_3005 Zaaihoek  

Striped Flufftail  Nick Theron  20  April 2016  2945_3010 Baynesfield  
Spotted Crake  Bart Fokkens  10 January 2016  2920_3115 Sappi Stanger  
Ayres's Hawk-Eagle

 
Alan Manson

 
1 January 2016

 
2730_3115 Ithala

 
Game Reserve

 
Swallow-tailed Bee-eater

 
Jon Cilliers

 
25

 
May

 
2016

 
Umhlanga Lagoon NR

 

 

SOOTY TERN Onychoprion fuscatus 
National Rarity
Three at sea off Durban, 13 July 2016, 
Niall Perrins.
Two at sea off Durban, 17 July 2016 
(SA Rare Bird News report).
One, St Lucia estuary, 
5 September 2016 
(SA Rare Bird News report).

HOODED VULTURE 
Necrosyrtes monachus
KZN Rarity
Two, Zululand Rhino Reserve,
3-4 September 2016, 
(SA Rare Bird News report).

DARK CHANTING GOSHAWK 
Melierax metabates
KZN Rarity
One, Zululand Rhino Reserve, 
13 July 2016, Mike O'Donaghue 
(KZN Rarity accepted).

AYRES'S HAWK-EAGLE 
Hieraaetus ayresii
KZN Rarity
One, Lake Eteza area, 29 July 2016 
(SA Rare Bird News report).
One, Kwambonambi Golf Course, 
30 July 2016 
(SA Rare Bird News report).
One, Richards Bay, 7 August 2016, 
Kevin Westermann.
One, Empangeni, 24 September 2016 

(SA Rare Bird News report).

EURASIAN BITTERN 
Botaurus stellaris
KZN Rarity
One heard booming at Sappi Stanger 
ponds, 3 July 2016 
(SA Rare Bird News report).

KNYSNA WARBLER 
Bradypterus sylvaticus
KZN Rarity
One caught and ringed, Gwalagwala 
Forest, South Coast, 5 June 2016, 
Andrew Pickles and Sandy Olver 
(KZN Rarity submitted).
One, Doreen Clark Nature Reserve, 
Hilton, 3-11 September 2016 
(SA Rare Bird News report), 
3 September 2016, A Stainthorpe 
(KZN Rarity submitted), 
7 September 2016,  Ian Gordon and 
Dave Rimmer (KZN Rarity submitted).

SHORT-TAILED PIPIT
 Anthus brachyurus
KZN Rarity
One, Enseleni Nature Reserve, 
26 June 2016, Richard Johnstone 
(KZN Rarity submitted).

YELLOW CANARY 
Crithagra flaviventris
KZN Rarity
One male and two females, 

ATKV Drakensville resort near 
Bergville, 24 June 2016,
 Rowan van Tonder 
(KZN Rarity submitted).

OUT-OF-RANGE SIGHTINGS

Striped Kingfisher
One, Albert Falls, 27 August 2016,
Ian Gordon.
Lesser Jacana
One, Darvill Bird Sanctuary, 
3 June 2016, Nick Evans, to 
25 September 2016 
(SA Rare Bird News report).
One, Northern District’s Wastewater 
Treatment Works, 27 June 2016, Bart 
Fokkens and 7 July 2016 
(SA Rare Bird News report).
Temminck's Courser
One, Elandslaagte, near Dundee, 
6 July 2016, Dave Marshall.
Gabar Goshawk
One immature, Newcastle, 15 August 
2016, Vos and Veronica Vosloo.

Black Heron
One, Marina Beach, Southbroom, 
22 September 2016, Adeline McCarter.
African Openbill 
One, Darvill Bird Sanctuary, 
7-13 August 2016 
(SA Rare Bird News report).

OTHER SIGHTINGS

Palmnut Vulture
One juvenile, Durban Botanic Gardens, 
21 August 2016, Paul da Cruz.

Caveat: the sightings recorded here 
have been submitted directly to me or 
have been posted on the SABirdNet or 
SA Rare Bird News, and have not been 
vetted by any rarities committee for 
validation unless otherwise noted. As 
such, the information presented here 
should be used with due consideration. 

Steve Davis: Honorary Recorder
031 2054459, Fax: 031 2731302
e-mail: sdavis@smri.org, 
59 Edmonds Road Glenwood 4001

http://blpn.org/activities/directions-to-bird-club-venues/
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MEMBERS PLEASE NOTE: KINDLY PHONE THE CONTACT PERSON FOR 
ANY SPECIFIC OUTING BEFOREHAND TO ENSURE THAT THE OUTING 
WILL TAKE PLACE. Participation is at your own risk. BirdLife Port Natal cannot 
be held responsible for theft/loss of property at any venue.
DIRECTIONS TO VENUES: On the website go to 
http://blpn.org/activities/directions-to-bird-club-venues. If unsure, then ask the 
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OUTDOOR OUTINGS: Please don't forget to bring your tea/lunch baskets and 
socialise afterwards. Please note that many places now charge so take entrance 
money,  with you on any outing.Wild and/or Rhino Cards  
INDOOR MEETINGS are usually held on the second Wednesday evening of every 
month (except February and December) at 19h00 at the Westville Methodist Church, 
Jan Hofmeyr Road, Westville.  
BIRD RINGING: Normally starts very early, but people are welcome to arrive later 
and see what is going on. Bird Ringing with Garth Aiston: Usually held early on a 
Sunday each month. Please call Garth for details if no notification is put out nearer to 
the time on the BLPN website and KZN Birds@yahoo. Cell: 084 549  1752.

CLUB ACTIVITIES

KZN RARITIES ACCEPTED

THE following previously reported KZN records have been accepted by the KZN 
Rarities Committee since the June 2016 Honorary Recorder's Report. These 
include records forwarded to the committee for adjudication from SABAP2 field 
cards. 

African Rock Pipit  Henk Nel  11April 2016  2725_3005 Zaaihoek  

Striped Flufftail  Nick Theron  20  April 2016  2945_3010 Baynesfield  
Spotted Crake  Bart Fokkens  10 January 2016  2920_3115 Sappi Stanger  
Ayres's Hawk-Eagle

 
Alan Manson

 
1 January 2016

 
2730_3115 Ithala

 
Game Reserve

 
Swallow-tailed Bee-eater

 
Jon Cilliers

 
25

 
May

 
2016

 
Umhlanga Lagoon NR

 

 

SOOTY TERN Onychoprion fuscatus 
National Rarity
Three at sea off Durban, 13 July 2016, 
Niall Perrins.
Two at sea off Durban, 17 July 2016 
(SA Rare Bird News report).
One, St Lucia estuary, 
5 September 2016 
(SA Rare Bird News report).

HOODED VULTURE 
Necrosyrtes monachus
KZN Rarity
Two, Zululand Rhino Reserve,
3-4 September 2016, 
(SA Rare Bird News report).

DARK CHANTING GOSHAWK 
Melierax metabates
KZN Rarity
One, Zululand Rhino Reserve, 
13 July 2016, Mike O'Donaghue 
(KZN Rarity accepted).

AYRES'S HAWK-EAGLE 
Hieraaetus ayresii
KZN Rarity
One, Lake Eteza area, 29 July 2016 
(SA Rare Bird News report).
One, Kwambonambi Golf Course, 
30 July 2016 
(SA Rare Bird News report).
One, Richards Bay, 7 August 2016, 
Kevin Westermann.
One, Empangeni, 24 September 2016 

(SA Rare Bird News report).

EURASIAN BITTERN 
Botaurus stellaris
KZN Rarity
One heard booming at Sappi Stanger 
ponds, 3 July 2016 
(SA Rare Bird News report).

KNYSNA WARBLER 
Bradypterus sylvaticus
KZN Rarity
One caught and ringed, Gwalagwala 
Forest, South Coast, 5 June 2016, 
Andrew Pickles and Sandy Olver 
(KZN Rarity submitted).
One, Doreen Clark Nature Reserve, 
Hilton, 3-11 September 2016 
(SA Rare Bird News report), 
3 September 2016, A Stainthorpe 
(KZN Rarity submitted), 
7 September 2016,  Ian Gordon and 
Dave Rimmer (KZN Rarity submitted).

SHORT-TAILED PIPIT
 Anthus brachyurus
KZN Rarity
One, Enseleni Nature Reserve, 
26 June 2016, Richard Johnstone 
(KZN Rarity submitted).

YELLOW CANARY 
Crithagra flaviventris
KZN Rarity
One male and two females, 

ATKV Drakensville resort near 
Bergville, 24 June 2016,
 Rowan van Tonder 
(KZN Rarity submitted).

OUT-OF-RANGE SIGHTINGS

Striped Kingfisher
One, Albert Falls, 27 August 2016,
Ian Gordon.
Lesser Jacana
One, Darvill Bird Sanctuary, 
3 June 2016, Nick Evans, to 
25 September 2016 
(SA Rare Bird News report).
One, Northern District’s Wastewater 
Treatment Works, 27 June 2016, Bart 
Fokkens and 7 July 2016 
(SA Rare Bird News report).
Temminck's Courser
One, Elandslaagte, near Dundee, 
6 July 2016, Dave Marshall.
Gabar Goshawk
One immature, Newcastle, 15 August 
2016, Vos and Veronica Vosloo.

Black Heron
One, Marina Beach, Southbroom, 
22 September 2016, Adeline McCarter.
African Openbill 
One, Darvill Bird Sanctuary, 
7-13 August 2016 
(SA Rare Bird News report).

OTHER SIGHTINGS

Palmnut Vulture
One juvenile, Durban Botanic Gardens, 
21 August 2016, Paul da Cruz.

Caveat: the sightings recorded here 
have been submitted directly to me or 
have been posted on the SABirdNet or 
SA Rare Bird News, and have not been 
vetted by any rarities committee for 
validation unless otherwise noted. As 
such, the information presented here 
should be used with due consideration. 

Steve Davis: Honorary Recorder
031 2054459, Fax: 031 2731302
e-mail: sdavis@smri.org, 
59 Edmonds Road Glenwood 4001

http://blpn.org/activities/directions-to-bird-club-venues/
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Bird Ringing with Andrew Pickles. Usually the first or second Sunday of the month. 
Venue to be advised. Please contact Andrew for details. Cell 082 338 3302 or 
barbet@venturenet.co.za 
Bird Ringing with James Rawdon. James visits many private estates on the North 
Coast from Umhlanga into southern Zululand. Contact James for details: 083 745 
6007 or jjrawdon@yahoo.com 
KRANTZKLOOF BIRDS: Meetings are held at 09h30 on the second Tuesday of 
every second month at Krantzkloof Interpretive Centre and sometimes at the Kloof 
Methodist Church Hall.

DECEMBER 2016
Bird ringing and directions to venues: see details in the introduction.
Saturday 3 December 06h00 - Springside with Elena Russell. Please confirm 
attendance, meeting time and place.031 705 2902, elenarussell@te lkomsa.net. Our 
Christmas outing - we will be doing toasted cheese and tomato sandwiches. Silver 
collection for the conservancy. Directions: From M13, turn off at Hillcrest off-ramp. 
Turn right at traffic light into Old Main Road. At Heritage Market, turn right into 
Stonewall. Travel under the subway and at the T-junction turn right into Springside 
Road. Continue along this road until you see the reserve on your left. Donations are 
encouraged.
Wednesday 7 December 07h30 - Stainbank NR  with Sandi du Preez, 031 701 4839 
or 073 332 4431. Open grassland, woodland, scrub and riverine vegetation, also a 
small dam which attracts some water birds and nesting weavers. Directions: from 
Edwin Swales Drive (Solomon Mahlangu) take the Wakesleigh Road turn-off. Turn 
left into Sarnia Road. Travel for about 2 km and turn right into Coedmore Road. 
Continue for about 3 km. The reserve is on the right. Meet at the Lourie picnic site. 
There is an entrance fee (free with Wild Card or Rhino Card). Bring chair, coffee/tea 
and eats for picnic afterwards.
Tuesday 13 December 09h30 for 10h00 - Krantzkloof Interpretive Centre. Brent 
Coverdale will be talking about Alien Birds. There is an entrance fee, tea and coffee is 
provided.

JANUARY 2017
Bird ringing and directions to venues: see details in the introduction.
Saturday 7 January 07h00 - Bluff NR with Elena Russell - entrance fee or Wild Card 
Bring a picnic tea and there is always Budd's on the Bay for lunch for those who are 
interested. Directions: Take the M4 south (coastal freeway). Take the Bluff turnoff into 
Solomon Mahlangu Drive, the M7 (Edwin Swales Drive) and head towards the Bluff. 
Turn left into Bluff Road and then right into Old Mission Road. Go right at the circle 
(still Old Mission Road) and then left into Grays Inn Road. Turn right into Tara Road. 
The entrance is about 1 km along Tara Road. Alternatively take the Mobeni/Jacobs 
turnoff and left down Quality Street to Tara Road. Turn left and immediately right to 
the entrance of the reserve.
Wednesday 11 January 19h00 - Indoor meeting. Details to follow.
Wednesday 18 January 08h00 - iPhiti NR with Lesley Frescura. Let's beat the heat 
at this delightful reserve. Bring tea for afters. Directions: Drive on the M13 from 
Durban and take the Everton off-ramp between Kloof and Hillcrest. Turn right at the 
intersection towards Everton Road and then turn left immediately after crossing the 

M13 and BEFORE the railway bridge. Drive west along this road parallel to the 
railway line and then after about 100 m turn right and cross the railway line into Camp 
Road. After another 100m turn left at the "T-junction" into Edward Drive and the 
parking/entrance to iPhithi is on your right. Meet in the parking area. A small donation 
is in order.
Saturday 29 January 08h00 - CWAC uMngeni Bird Park Riverside Road. Spring 
low tide at 10h45. This will be followed by lunch at Bayhead at 12h00 before the 
Bayhead count.

FEBRUARY 2017
Bird ringing and directions to venues: see details in the introduction.
Saturday 4 February  06h00 - Umbogavango with Elena Russell. Meet by the 
security gate. Please confirm attendance, meeting time and place, 031 705 2902, 
elenarussell@telkomsa.net. Bring a picnic tea and chairs. Directions: Take the N2 
towards Amanzimtoti and exit at the Moss Kolnik Drive/KwaMakhutu turnoff. Turn 
right across the freeway and continue for about 1 km. Turn right at the Southfork 
signpost and continue for a short distance to the gate.
Tuesday 14 February 09h30 for 10h00 - Krantzkloof Interpretive Centre - Tammy 
Caine from the KZN Raptor Rescue Centre. There is an entrance fee. Tea and coffee 
is provided.
Wednesday 15 February 07h30 - Paradise Valley with Sandi du Preez, 031 701 
4839 or 073 332 4431. Forest and riverine birding. Mountain Wagtails are always 
present. Directions: From M13 westbound, take the Stapleton Road/New Germany 
turn-off. (Exit 16). Keep left into Eden Road. Follow Eden Road past the Blood Bank, 
turn right into Oxford Road. The reserve is at the end of the road. There is a small 
entrance fee and pensioners' rate. Bring chair, coffee/tea and eats for picnic 
afterwards.
Friday 17 to Sunday 19 February - TO Strand with Cheryl and John Bevan. 
Weekend away, please confirm your booking with Cheryl, 031 708731, 083 407 9785 
or mombevan@gmail.com. Please book directly with Ferdi Pieterse, 039 319 2729,  
www.tostrand.net. Camping spot S31.03141 - E30.23578. TO Strand is 5 km north of 
Port Edward.
Sunday 19 February 2017 06h45 - SAPPI Bird Hide with Rex Aspeling. Please 
contact Rex to confirm, rex.aspeling@gmail.com or 082 301 8177. Directions: Take 
the N2 North. Left on ramp at R74 KwaDukuza and left towards KwaDukuza 
(Stanger). Approximately 1 km further turn left at SAPPI turnoff . Follow the road till 
you have SAPPI mill on your right. No need to sign in. I will meet you here. We will 
meet at the picnic area past the hide. The first 10 will go to the hide and the rest for a 
stroll around the dam and swop later. Afterwards tea /coffee in the picnic area. Good 
idea to take cushions as well as chairs, tea/coffee. 
Saturday 18 February 14h00 - Birdlife Port Natal AGM, confirmation to follow.

MARCH 2017
Bird ringing and directions to venues: see details in the introduction.
Saturday 4 March 2017 07h00 - Burman Bush with Elena Russell. Please confirm 
attendance, meeting time and place, 031 705 2902 or elenarussell@telkomsa.net. 
Bring a picnic tea and chairs. Directions: Take Lilian Ngoyi Road (Windermere Road) 
from Sandile Thusi Road (M17) (Argyle Road) and continue along it until the end and 
turn left into Goodwin Drive. Go past the Bill Buchanan Home and then follow the 
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Bird Ringing with Andrew Pickles. Usually the first or second Sunday of the month. 
Venue to be advised. Please contact Andrew for details. Cell 082 338 3302 or 
barbet@venturenet.co.za 
Bird Ringing with James Rawdon. James visits many private estates on the North 
Coast from Umhlanga into southern Zululand. Contact James for details: 083 745 
6007 or jjrawdon@yahoo.com 
KRANTZKLOOF BIRDS: Meetings are held at 09h30 on the second Tuesday of 
every second month at Krantzkloof Interpretive Centre and sometimes at the Kloof 
Methodist Church Hall.

DECEMBER 2016
Bird ringing and directions to venues: see details in the introduction.
Saturday 3 December 06h00 - Springside with Elena Russell. Please confirm 
attendance, meeting time and place.031 705 2902, elenarussell@te lkomsa.net. Our 
Christmas outing - we will be doing toasted cheese and tomato sandwiches. Silver 
collection for the conservancy. Directions: From M13, turn off at Hillcrest off-ramp. 
Turn right at traffic light into Old Main Road. At Heritage Market, turn right into 
Stonewall. Travel under the subway and at the T-junction turn right into Springside 
Road. Continue along this road until you see the reserve on your left. Donations are 
encouraged.
Wednesday 7 December 07h30 - Stainbank NR  with Sandi du Preez, 031 701 4839 
or 073 332 4431. Open grassland, woodland, scrub and riverine vegetation, also a 
small dam which attracts some water birds and nesting weavers. Directions: from 
Edwin Swales Drive (Solomon Mahlangu) take the Wakesleigh Road turn-off. Turn 
left into Sarnia Road. Travel for about 2 km and turn right into Coedmore Road. 
Continue for about 3 km. The reserve is on the right. Meet at the Lourie picnic site. 
There is an entrance fee (free with Wild Card or Rhino Card). Bring chair, coffee/tea 
and eats for picnic afterwards.
Tuesday 13 December 09h30 for 10h00 - Krantzkloof Interpretive Centre. Brent 
Coverdale will be talking about Alien Birds. There is an entrance fee, tea and coffee is 
provided.

JANUARY 2017
Bird ringing and directions to venues: see details in the introduction.
Saturday 7 January 07h00 - Bluff NR with Elena Russell - entrance fee or Wild Card 
Bring a picnic tea and there is always Budd's on the Bay for lunch for those who are 
interested. Directions: Take the M4 south (coastal freeway). Take the Bluff turnoff into 
Solomon Mahlangu Drive, the M7 (Edwin Swales Drive) and head towards the Bluff. 
Turn left into Bluff Road and then right into Old Mission Road. Go right at the circle 
(still Old Mission Road) and then left into Grays Inn Road. Turn right into Tara Road. 
The entrance is about 1 km along Tara Road. Alternatively take the Mobeni/Jacobs 
turnoff and left down Quality Street to Tara Road. Turn left and immediately right to 
the entrance of the reserve.
Wednesday 11 January 19h00 - Indoor meeting. Details to follow.
Wednesday 18 January 08h00 - iPhiti NR with Lesley Frescura. Let's beat the heat 
at this delightful reserve. Bring tea for afters. Directions: Drive on the M13 from 
Durban and take the Everton off-ramp between Kloof and Hillcrest. Turn right at the 
intersection towards Everton Road and then turn left immediately after crossing the 

M13 and BEFORE the railway bridge. Drive west along this road parallel to the 
railway line and then after about 100 m turn right and cross the railway line into Camp 
Road. After another 100m turn left at the "T-junction" into Edward Drive and the 
parking/entrance to iPhithi is on your right. Meet in the parking area. A small donation 
is in order.
Saturday 29 January 08h00 - CWAC uMngeni Bird Park Riverside Road. Spring 
low tide at 10h45. This will be followed by lunch at Bayhead at 12h00 before the 
Bayhead count.

FEBRUARY 2017
Bird ringing and directions to venues: see details in the introduction.
Saturday 4 February  06h00 - Umbogavango with Elena Russell. Meet by the 
security gate. Please confirm attendance, meeting time and place, 031 705 2902, 
elenarussell@telkomsa.net. Bring a picnic tea and chairs. Directions: Take the N2 
towards Amanzimtoti and exit at the Moss Kolnik Drive/KwaMakhutu turnoff. Turn 
right across the freeway and continue for about 1 km. Turn right at the Southfork 
signpost and continue for a short distance to the gate.
Tuesday 14 February 09h30 for 10h00 - Krantzkloof Interpretive Centre - Tammy 
Caine from the KZN Raptor Rescue Centre. There is an entrance fee. Tea and coffee 
is provided.
Wednesday 15 February 07h30 - Paradise Valley with Sandi du Preez, 031 701 
4839 or 073 332 4431. Forest and riverine birding. Mountain Wagtails are always 
present. Directions: From M13 westbound, take the Stapleton Road/New Germany 
turn-off. (Exit 16). Keep left into Eden Road. Follow Eden Road past the Blood Bank, 
turn right into Oxford Road. The reserve is at the end of the road. There is a small 
entrance fee and pensioners' rate. Bring chair, coffee/tea and eats for picnic 
afterwards.
Friday 17 to Sunday 19 February - TO Strand with Cheryl and John Bevan. 
Weekend away, please confirm your booking with Cheryl, 031 708731, 083 407 9785 
or mombevan@gmail.com. Please book directly with Ferdi Pieterse, 039 319 2729,  
www.tostrand.net. Camping spot S31.03141 - E30.23578. TO Strand is 5 km north of 
Port Edward.
Sunday 19 February 2017 06h45 - SAPPI Bird Hide with Rex Aspeling. Please 
contact Rex to confirm, rex.aspeling@gmail.com or 082 301 8177. Directions: Take 
the N2 North. Left on ramp at R74 KwaDukuza and left towards KwaDukuza 
(Stanger). Approximately 1 km further turn left at SAPPI turnoff . Follow the road till 
you have SAPPI mill on your right. No need to sign in. I will meet you here. We will 
meet at the picnic area past the hide. The first 10 will go to the hide and the rest for a 
stroll around the dam and swop later. Afterwards tea /coffee in the picnic area. Good 
idea to take cushions as well as chairs, tea/coffee. 
Saturday 18 February 14h00 - Birdlife Port Natal AGM, confirmation to follow.

MARCH 2017
Bird ringing and directions to venues: see details in the introduction.
Saturday 4 March 2017 07h00 - Burman Bush with Elena Russell. Please confirm 
attendance, meeting time and place, 031 705 2902 or elenarussell@telkomsa.net. 
Bring a picnic tea and chairs. Directions: Take Lilian Ngoyi Road (Windermere Road) 
from Sandile Thusi Road (M17) (Argyle Road) and continue along it until the end and 
turn left into Goodwin Drive. Go past the Bill Buchanan Home and then follow the 
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signs from the Goodwin Drive/Burman Drive junction to the parking area on the left 
near the gate.
Saturday 4 March 08h15 - The KZN Forum meeting at WESSA, uMngeni Valley 
Howick. An agenda will be sent out closer to the meeting, and all are welcome to 
attend.
Wednesday 8 March 19h00 - Indoor meeting. Details to follow.
Wednesday 15 March 07h30 - North Park NR  with Sandi du Preez 031 701 4839 or 
073 332 4431. Coastal lowland and riverine forest with sandstone cliffs. Directions:  
Take the M7 (Edwin Swales) from Durban. Turn off at the Northdene/Queensburgh 
exit, turn left into Old Main Road. Turn right into Anderson Road and carry on till the 
gate at the bottom of the road. There is an entrance fee, but free for Wild Card and 
Rhino Card holders. Bring chair coffee/tea and eats for a picnic afterwards.
Sunday 19 March 06h00 - Priscilla Vale Farm which links into Wingfield NR and 
Gwahumbe with Malcolm Stainbank. Please confirm meeting place and time with 
Malcolm, 083 781 1130 or send an SMS, md.s@priscillavalefarm.co.za. See 
http://www.virginiafarm.co.za for details about Virginia Farm and Wingfield NR. 
Directions: Take the N3 from Durban and take the Camperdown off ramp. Go left at 
the bridge and follow the road until the T-junction. Go left towards Eston and 
Umbumbulu. At the Caltex Service Station keep going straight on the R603 about 12 
km from the Eston crossroad, turn off on your right. Allow 65 minutes from Durban. 
GPS Co-ordinates at the for Priscilla Vale Farm are: S 29 57'815″; E30 36'444″.

APRIL 2017
Bird ringing and directions to venues: see details in the introduction.
Saturday 1 April 07h15 - Botanical Gardens with Elena Russell. Please confirm 
attendance, meeting time and place. 031 705 2902, elenarussell@telkomsa.net. We 
will have refreshments at the kiosk after the walk.
Tuesday 11 April 09h30 for 10h00 - Krantzkloof Interpretive Centre, speaker to be 
advised. There is an entrance fee, tea and coffee is provided.
Wednesday 12 April 19h00 - Indoor meeting. Details to follow.
Wednesday 19 April 08h30 - Durban Natural Science Museum, Research Centre in 
KE Masinga Road (entrance from Wyatt Road) with Lesley Frescura. David Allan will 
host us in the Bird Room, a unique opportunity to see their collection and find out 
more of what they do. Parking inside the museum grounds or outside in Wyatt Street, 
a car guard will be there. Directions: Take N3 towards the beaches, N3 becomes KE 
Masinga, cross over Soldiers' Way, turn right into Wyatt Street, the Museum is on 
your right. Meet in the car park. Tea, coffee and biscuits for afters will be supplied.
Sunday 23 April 07h00 - Darvill with Elena Russell. Please confirm attendance, 
meeting time and place, 031 705 2902, elenarussell@telkomsa.net. Bring a picnic 
tea and chairs. Darvill is great for a wide variety of waterfowl with easy access. 
Directions:Travel from Durban onthe N3 to Pietermaritzburg. Take the New England 
Road turnoff (R56). Turn right at lights and go back over the freeway to a traffic circle. 
Go straight at the circle for 2-3 km to a sign on the left “Darvill Reticulation” on the 
Hollingwood grounds. Enter and continue to the actual sewerage works entrance. 
Park under the trees on the right of the entrance.

https://blpn.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BirdLifePortNatal/?fref=ts

DECEMBER
Sunday 4 - The end of year braai will be held at Hilton College picnic site. Meet at the 
gates of Hilton College at 07h00 for the early morning birding, or arrive later for the 
braai. The fee will be R30 pp. Bring chairs, food and drinks, friends and family. The 
fires will be organised by the club. NB. If the road down to the Hilton picnic site is too 
wet, the walk and the braai will be held at Cumberland. Coordinator of the walk is 
Colin Summersgill  033  818  9013 or 083 782 5113.

JANUARY 2017
Sunday 8 - Morning outing to Darvill at 06h00.  Gordon Bennett 033 386 5555.
Tuesday 10 - Presentation at Woodgrove at 18h00 by Brent Coverdale on “Birds and 
Birds – are they equal?  An insightful look into the alien species in the province and 
the implications for biodiversity”
Sunday 15 - A day outing to Bayhead in Durban and surrounds. Gordon Bennett  
033 386 5555.
Wednesday 18 -  Ambers Auditorium, Amber Valley at 18h00: “Winged Migration”:  a 
90-minute film which was awarded the 2002 Oscar for Best Documentary Feature 
Film. Well worth seeing.
Wednesday 25 - Morning outing to Baynesfield area to see the Blue Swallow on the 
Seele family farm. David Johnson will be the guide for the morning. Meet at 
Greendale Shopping centre to arrange transport. Vehicles with good road clearance 
necessary. Eve Hughes 033 330 2723 or 082 872 4333
15 January to 15 February - CWACs (water bird counts) at various water bodies in 
the Midlands. Please contact Eve Hughes 033 330 2723 or 082 872 4333 if you are 
available to help.
Saturday 28 - CAR (Coordinated Avifaunal Roadcount) summer road survey of 
larger birds such as Cranes, White Storks, Southern Bald Ibis, etc.  Contact Peter 
Divall 033 239 5537 or 083 263 4169 if you are available to help.

FEBRUARY
Sunday 5 - Morning outing to Darvill at 06h00. Gordon Bennett 033 386 5555.
Monday 6 - Friday 11 - A trip to the south coast of KZN.  Accommodation has been 
booked in two eight-bed self-catering houses in Southbroom at a cost R800 for the 
four nights per person sharing. Bed linen is provided, but bring your own towels.  
There will be visits to Umtamvuna Nature Reserve, Oribi Gorge, Sam's Dam, etc  
(entry to reserves extra).  Contact Eve Hughes 033 330 2723 or 082 872 4333 to 
book.

BIRDLIFE KWA-ZULU NATAL MIDLANDS

Pietermaritzburg evening meetings are held at Woodgrove Retirement Centre on 
the second Tuesday of alternate months at 18h00. Howick evening meetings are 
held in the Ambers Auditorium in Amber Valley, on the third Wednesday of the month 
at 18h00.  Entry R10 pp or by donation.
Bird ringing: at Darvill, Karkloof Conservation Centre, Cedara, Hilton College. 
Contact Karin Nelson on 033 330 3027 or 072 772 4219.

Please contact the coordinator before an outing 
to confirm the time of meeting and other arrangements

Coordinators of outings to private property must please phone 
the owner a week in advance to confirm the outing
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signs from the Goodwin Drive/Burman Drive junction to the parking area on the left 
near the gate.
Saturday 4 March 08h15 - The KZN Forum meeting at WESSA, uMngeni Valley 
Howick. An agenda will be sent out closer to the meeting, and all are welcome to 
attend.
Wednesday 8 March 19h00 - Indoor meeting. Details to follow.
Wednesday 15 March 07h30 - North Park NR  with Sandi du Preez 031 701 4839 or 
073 332 4431. Coastal lowland and riverine forest with sandstone cliffs. Directions:  
Take the M7 (Edwin Swales) from Durban. Turn off at the Northdene/Queensburgh 
exit, turn left into Old Main Road. Turn right into Anderson Road and carry on till the 
gate at the bottom of the road. There is an entrance fee, but free for Wild Card and 
Rhino Card holders. Bring chair coffee/tea and eats for a picnic afterwards.
Sunday 19 March 06h00 - Priscilla Vale Farm which links into Wingfield NR and 
Gwahumbe with Malcolm Stainbank. Please confirm meeting place and time with 
Malcolm, 083 781 1130 or send an SMS, md.s@priscillavalefarm.co.za. See 
http://www.virginiafarm.co.za for details about Virginia Farm and Wingfield NR. 
Directions: Take the N3 from Durban and take the Camperdown off ramp. Go left at 
the bridge and follow the road until the T-junction. Go left towards Eston and 
Umbumbulu. At the Caltex Service Station keep going straight on the R603 about 12 
km from the Eston crossroad, turn off on your right. Allow 65 minutes from Durban. 
GPS Co-ordinates at the for Priscilla Vale Farm are: S 29 57'815″; E30 36'444″.

APRIL 2017
Bird ringing and directions to venues: see details in the introduction.
Saturday 1 April 07h15 - Botanical Gardens with Elena Russell. Please confirm 
attendance, meeting time and place. 031 705 2902, elenarussell@telkomsa.net. We 
will have refreshments at the kiosk after the walk.
Tuesday 11 April 09h30 for 10h00 - Krantzkloof Interpretive Centre, speaker to be 
advised. There is an entrance fee, tea and coffee is provided.
Wednesday 12 April 19h00 - Indoor meeting. Details to follow.
Wednesday 19 April 08h30 - Durban Natural Science Museum, Research Centre in 
KE Masinga Road (entrance from Wyatt Road) with Lesley Frescura. David Allan will 
host us in the Bird Room, a unique opportunity to see their collection and find out 
more of what they do. Parking inside the museum grounds or outside in Wyatt Street, 
a car guard will be there. Directions: Take N3 towards the beaches, N3 becomes KE 
Masinga, cross over Soldiers' Way, turn right into Wyatt Street, the Museum is on 
your right. Meet in the car park. Tea, coffee and biscuits for afters will be supplied.
Sunday 23 April 07h00 - Darvill with Elena Russell. Please confirm attendance, 
meeting time and place, 031 705 2902, elenarussell@telkomsa.net. Bring a picnic 
tea and chairs. Darvill is great for a wide variety of waterfowl with easy access. 
Directions:Travel from Durban onthe N3 to Pietermaritzburg. Take the New England 
Road turnoff (R56). Turn right at lights and go back over the freeway to a traffic circle. 
Go straight at the circle for 2-3 km to a sign on the left “Darvill Reticulation” on the 
Hollingwood grounds. Enter and continue to the actual sewerage works entrance. 
Park under the trees on the right of the entrance.

https://blpn.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BirdLifePortNatal/?fref=ts

DECEMBER
Sunday 4 - The end of year braai will be held at Hilton College picnic site. Meet at the 
gates of Hilton College at 07h00 for the early morning birding, or arrive later for the 
braai. The fee will be R30 pp. Bring chairs, food and drinks, friends and family. The 
fires will be organised by the club. NB. If the road down to the Hilton picnic site is too 
wet, the walk and the braai will be held at Cumberland. Coordinator of the walk is 
Colin Summersgill  033  818  9013 or 083 782 5113.

JANUARY 2017
Sunday 8 - Morning outing to Darvill at 06h00.  Gordon Bennett 033 386 5555.
Tuesday 10 - Presentation at Woodgrove at 18h00 by Brent Coverdale on “Birds and 
Birds – are they equal?  An insightful look into the alien species in the province and 
the implications for biodiversity”
Sunday 15 - A day outing to Bayhead in Durban and surrounds. Gordon Bennett  
033 386 5555.
Wednesday 18 -  Ambers Auditorium, Amber Valley at 18h00: “Winged Migration”:  a 
90-minute film which was awarded the 2002 Oscar for Best Documentary Feature 
Film. Well worth seeing.
Wednesday 25 - Morning outing to Baynesfield area to see the Blue Swallow on the 
Seele family farm. David Johnson will be the guide for the morning. Meet at 
Greendale Shopping centre to arrange transport. Vehicles with good road clearance 
necessary. Eve Hughes 033 330 2723 or 082 872 4333
15 January to 15 February - CWACs (water bird counts) at various water bodies in 
the Midlands. Please contact Eve Hughes 033 330 2723 or 082 872 4333 if you are 
available to help.
Saturday 28 - CAR (Coordinated Avifaunal Roadcount) summer road survey of 
larger birds such as Cranes, White Storks, Southern Bald Ibis, etc.  Contact Peter 
Divall 033 239 5537 or 083 263 4169 if you are available to help.

FEBRUARY
Sunday 5 - Morning outing to Darvill at 06h00. Gordon Bennett 033 386 5555.
Monday 6 - Friday 11 - A trip to the south coast of KZN.  Accommodation has been 
booked in two eight-bed self-catering houses in Southbroom at a cost R800 for the 
four nights per person sharing. Bed linen is provided, but bring your own towels.  
There will be visits to Umtamvuna Nature Reserve, Oribi Gorge, Sam's Dam, etc  
(entry to reserves extra).  Contact Eve Hughes 033 330 2723 or 082 872 4333 to 
book.

BIRDLIFE KWA-ZULU NATAL MIDLANDS

Pietermaritzburg evening meetings are held at Woodgrove Retirement Centre on 
the second Tuesday of alternate months at 18h00. Howick evening meetings are 
held in the Ambers Auditorium in Amber Valley, on the third Wednesday of the month 
at 18h00.  Entry R10 pp or by donation.
Bird ringing: at Darvill, Karkloof Conservation Centre, Cedara, Hilton College. 
Contact Karin Nelson on 033 330 3027 or 072 772 4219.

Please contact the coordinator before an outing 
to confirm the time of meeting and other arrangements

Coordinators of outings to private property must please phone 
the owner a week in advance to confirm the outing
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BIRDLIFE TROGONS

PLEASE note all outings are on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month unless 
otherwise stated. They are advertised in the South Coast Herald, South Coast Fever 
and The Rising Sun a few days prior to each event. The venues and dates of outings 
may be changed at short notice, please check www.birdlifetrogons.blogspot.com  for 
updated information or phone Hazel van Rooyen on 039 315 5904 or 072 355 8837   
for further details. Bird ringing with Andrew Pickles is usually on the first Sunday of the 
month. Venues will be advised. Contact Andrew on 082 3383302 or 
barbet@venturenet.co.za for details.

http://birdlifetrogons.blogspot.com/

BIRDLIFE ZULULAND
 For information or details check out the website:  www.birdlifezululand.co.za

Saturday 18 - A day outing to Ingula Pump Station near Harrismith to join their annual 
Wetlands Walk for World Wetlands Day. Meet at Greendale shopping centre at 
05h30 to arrange transport for the +200 km drive. Contact the coordinator in advance 
as the Ingula organisers need to know numbers. Entrance is free. Bring 
refreshments. Eve Hughes 033 330 2723 or 082 872 4333.
Saturday 25 - Birdlife KZN Midlands AGM in the Ambers Auditorium in Amber Valley 
at 11h00. The guest speaker will be Dr David Johnson. There will be a walk before the 
meeting, and tea at 10h00.  Lunch will be available at 13h00 in the Amber Valley 
dining room.

MARCH
Sunday 5 - Morning outing to Darvill at 06h30. Gordon Bennett 033 386 5555.
Sunday 19 - Morning outing to Fountain Hill farm, 2 km before Wartburg from 
Pietermaritzburg on the right. Meet Nicholas, the Fountain Hill guide, at 07h00 at the 
gate. Peter Turner 082 332 0359.
Tuesday 14 - Presentation at Woodgrove at 18h00 by Tammy Caine: “All about 
Owls”.  Tammy is the project manager of the Owl Box Project along the N3.
Wednesday 15 -  Presentation in the Ambers Auditorium at 18h00 by Dr Jason 
Londt: “What's in a Name”.  The talk will explain the process of naming species.
Wednesday 29 - Morning outing to Ferncliffe Nature Reserve, at the end of Town 
Bush Road in Pietermaritzburg. Meet at Greendale Shopping Centre at 06h30 to 
arrange transport, and meet Jane Irvine, 073 429 7142, at the Ferncliffe NR gate at 
07h00. 

APRIL
Sunday 2 - Morning outing to Darvill at 06h30. Gordon Bennett 033 386 5555.
Sunday 16 - Easter Sunday, no club outing
Wednesday 19 - Presentation in Ambers Auditorium by Dr Roger Horner, retired Vet 
and keen birder. Topic to be announced. 
Wednesday 26 - Morning outing to Bird Valley Estate near Albert Falls. Contact 
Norman Freeman 033 239 0843 or 083 453 7949, to confirm time of meeting and 
transport arrangements.

BLKZNM Facebook group:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1665147100412251/?ref=bookmarks and 

click on the "Join Group" button at the top right corner of the screen.

BirdLasser: Spot. Plot. Play a part
BIRDLASSER is fun for birders and 
good for birds. For both beginners and 
twitchers, BirdLasser is a fun way to 
record your sightings and share with 
friends, your community and contribute 
to conservation.

Plot  your  s ight ings wi th  GPS 
precision, instantly update your lifelist, 
compete in challenges and seamlessly 
share your data with conservation 
causes. For the citizen scientist, use 
BirdLasser to atlas – the app provides 
time-keeping, maps with pentad grids 
and keeps track of species in the correct 
order. Submission to SABAP2/BirdMAP 
is a click away. So, while you have fun 
spot t ing  and p lo t t ing  b i rds  you 
automatically play a part in helping the 
thing you love. Double win!

You can download the app for free  
from the respective online app stores.

About BirdLasser
Web: www.birdlasser.com
Join regional challenges
http://www.birdlasser.com/challenges

Connect with BirdLasser
Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/birdlasser
Twitter: @henkbirdlasser
Email: info@birdlasser.com

Help with BirdLasser
YouTube: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQ
blIJSmgzzAJtho7-PoA3A
Email: support@birdlasser.com

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE
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