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CHAIR’S CHIRPS

THE beautiful bird featuring on the cover of 
this issue is in trouble. Ornithologists Greg 
Davies (p15) and Sonja  (p10) paint  Krüger
grim pictures of the impact that human 
activities have on the environment, 
contributing to the dramatic decline in the 
numbers of vultures and some grassland 
birds.

Birders are not known to toyi-toyi in the 
streets. But how can we express concern 
about the destruction of habitat? BirdLife 
Port Natal has been supporting the writing 
of environmental impact assessment 
reports (EIAs) for projects such as the 
harbour developments in eThekwini. The 
funds used for this are raised mainly by the 
selling of a calendar the club produces 
annually. If you buy a calendar, the club can 
continue with this and other conservation 
efforts. 

Another thing you can do, and which 
costs nothing except your time, is to record 
your sightings. Scientists like Sonja and 
Greg make good use of information 
supplied by ordinary birders pursuing their 
hobby. Applications like BirdLasser on your 
smart devices makes it even easier to lodge 
these records while you are atlasing for 
SABAP2 or travelling while on holiday.

Crystelle Wilson

THE drought has had a pronounced 
impact on our district this season just like 
the rest of South Africa. 

From a birding point of view a number 
of species have been recorded that are 
unusual to our area, which provided a 
welcome distraction from the more 
depressing realities that come with a 
lack of rain. 

I am happy to say though, that over 
the last three weeks we have been lucky 
to receive some very good rain and the 
district has been transformed. I will 
never forget a recent trip up the Sani 
pass where we easily saw all the 

Drakensberg endemics and a number of 
usually shy and skulking species. A 
cloudburst and subsequent eruption of 
termite alates led to birds in their 
hundreds cashing in on the sudden 
bounty, with the highlight being at least 
five Bush Blackcaps feeding on termites 
in the road. 

But it has not been a good season for 
our population of Blue Swallows with 
very few pairs breeding, but we hope 
that with the onset of the rain, pairs will 
finally manage to breed successfully.

Our small club continues to make a 
positive impact on the region’s bird life 
and people. We are happy to be co-
sponsoring, with BirdLife Port Natal, a 
local birdguide to attend BirdLife South 
Afr ica's LAB (Learn About Birds 
conference) and annual general 
meeting in the Kruger National Park.

Dalu Ngcobo is a well-known 
guide at Ntsikeni Nature Reserve. 
This incredible reserve truly is a 
hidden jewel and Dalu is the best 
person to accompany birders and 
show off its treasures. It is a 
fantastic place to see usually 
difficult-to-find species like Striped 
Flufftail and Yellow-breasted Pipit. 
Recently even a White-winged 
Flufftail was seen. The work Dalu 
does to promote the reserve and 
spread awareness about its species 
often goes unnoticed, but we hope 
this opportunity will provide him with 
the chance to share his passion with 
other like-minded people. 

Over the past few weeks, our 
committee has been busy preparing 
for this year's AGM and we look 
forward to hosting our members and  
reflecting on the past year and the 
wonderful contributions our club 
has made.

Nicholas Theron
078 5458977

BELOW: Bird guide Dalu Ngcobo checking 
out the vlei at Ntsikeni Nature Reserve

 Crystelle Wilson

mailto:crystelle.wilson@gmail.com
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IT’S dry, it's very dry.
They say this is the worst drought in 

30 years. The dams and everything that 
previously held water are either dried up 
or close to having no water in them.

We have always said that the pan in 
Richards Bay should be less full; there is 
now no water and no more birds! Be 
careful what you wish for. Vryheid has 
run out of water and we have had water 
restrictions for a while with low water 
pressure.

For the last couple of months Alison 
and I have been working on the IBA 
project for northern KZN. It has been a 
very good learning experience for us and 
we have seen and recorded many birds 
in the process. We reported 73% of the 
bird species that have so far been 
reported by SABAP2 and met with the 
most wonderful people that you could 
possibly think of. We got to visit reserves 
that with our financial means we might 
never have been able to visit or be able 
to visit ever again. We were very blessed 
and we worked very hard on this project.

We rose at 02h00 in the morning, did 
eight hours of birding, drove back and 
only arrived after dark. Yes, we also had 
fun along the way and learnt a lot of new 
things. The roads were very rough and 
tough. The guides driving us had to get 
used to our style of looking for birds and 
they had to learn to drive slowly and stop 
and reverse many a time. Hopefully, our 
interest in birding has rubbed off onto 
some of them and the next time they take 
clients on game drives they will be able 
to point out the variety of birds to be 
seen. This was probably a very new 
experience for most of the guides. It is 
hoped our efforts will have a great impact  

and emphasise the value of birds in 
reserves.

It was, however, very sad to see how 
dry some of the reserves were and how 
the animals were dying because of the 
lack of food and water. Some of the 
reserves had started to feed animals, 
but for many it was too late. Some 
reserves did get a bit of rain later, but it 
takes more rain and time to get the veld 
in a better grazing condition and recover 
enough to sustain the animals.

Even at home we need to do more. 
Put food out, but make sure there is 
water available and that the birds will not 
drown while trying to get to the water. 
Every little bit helps.

Birding in our part of KZN has as 
always been good. Our local guides 
have been busy and had good days with 
their clients. There were good sightings 
in  p laces  l i ke  Ongoye ,  D l inza , 
Amatikulu, Mtunzini, Richards Bay, St 
Lucia, Imfolozi and Mkhuze. 

The social media network is very 
useful in getting news out quickly. It 
remains  important to report sightings as 
soon as possible as birds do move 
around and sometimes don't remain on 
a spot for too long. We need to share our 
information with others so that we all can 
have fun finding the special ones. 

Some specials in the last couple of 
months were Spotted and Baillon’s 

Crakes, Black Coucal, 
S a d d l e - b i l l e d  S t o r k , 
Western Yellow Wagtail, 
Corn Crake and Rufous-
bellied Heron. Hope you 
got to see some of them or 
were aware of them being 
in our area.

I was very fortunate to be 
able to see the Spotted 
Crake at the Stanger Sappi 
h ide and then to  see 
another one a week later in 
Gauteng. The latter was a 
truly magnificent sighting. 
Where do you ever get the 
opportunity to be able to sit 
on a well-cared-for lawn 
and watch this beautiful 
bird walk up and down 
within 10 metres from you? 
I had a very good two hours 
there and it was great to be 
able to share it with so 
many other birders. It was 
overcast ,  so no good 
pictures, but very good 
memories.

Birds will soon start to 
g e t  r e a d y  f o r  t h e i r 
migration, so we must just 
pray that conditions will 
improve so that they can be 
ready for the long trek.

I wish to see a lot of 
birders at our meetings and 
outings this year and hope 
that we will once again be 
blessed with lots of good 
birds.

Please visit our area and 
make use of our guides and 
the knowledge of our local 
birders. Hope to see you 
soon. 

Johan Gouws
083 2943370

SPRING time! Travelling 
time!  The away trip was to 
Albert Falls. Birding was 
excellent with sightings of 
all three species of crane 
a n d  m a n y  m o r e ,  b u t 

unfortunately the weather did not play its part.  There 
was plenty of rain and the facilities did not allow for 
communal braais and socialising. But a good time 
was had by all.

Besides the regular outings with the usual people, 
the next event on our calendar was the Christmas 
lunch. The chosen venue was an excellent choice at 
Umthunzi Hotel and Conference Centre in 
Umtentweni. Club members thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves.

The committee members met with the newly 
elected committee. It was decided that some of the 
present committee members would stay on for a 
period to help the new committee settle in. Thanks 
go to Eric Kok and Val Cully for organising the 
outings. Our AGM will be held on 20 February 2016 
at 14h00 at Sappers Glen.   

Michelle of Second Chance Avian Rescue had an 
influx of injured seabirds during the last quarter. 
BirdLife Trogons was able give her a donation 
received from overseas and Andrew Pickles has 
been busy ringing some of the birds.  

I wish to thank my committee for all their help and 
support during the past year.

Herbert Osborne
083 301 2135

BELOW: Spotted Crake
Johan Gouws

IT IS never too late to wish all 
birders a “Happy New Year” 
and good birding in the 
forthcoming months. 

Since I wrote the last chirp, 
the club has been very active. I would like to welcome 
our new members and hope that they find their 
involvement both rewarding and enjoyable. Our 
monthly outings in Pietermaritzburg and Howick 
continue to be well supported, with many new 
species seen by our newer members on these 
outings.  

Earlier this month a Yellow Wagtail was seen at 
the Karkloof Conservancy (Gartmore) and a Red-
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footed Falcon was recorded at Midmar 
amongst a group of Amur Falcons.

Our indoor meetings in Howick and 
Pietermaritzburg continue to thrive, 
attracting an average of about 100 at 
each meeting in Howick.

Bruce Padbury from the Natal 
Falconry Club gave us an excellent talk 
on falconry and what it entails. In her 
presentation, our editor, Crystelle 
Wilson, told us one can use a camera as 
a tool for identification and to learn more 
about birds. Some of us are fortunate to 
be able to travel around South Africa and 
to  ou r  ne ighbour ing  coun t r i es .  
Photography is my second hobby and I 
gave a talk on “Birds and Mammals of 
Namibia and Botswana” to both the 
Maritzburg and Howick members.  
Roger O'Neill gave an entertaining talk 
t o  b o t h  g r o u p s  e n t i t l e d ,  “ B i r d 
identification - a twist in the tail”.

By the time you read this chirp, the 
club's AGM will already have taken 
place. As was discussed at last year's 
AGM, we had to decide whether to have 
BirdLife South Africa continue to 
administer our membership or to do it 
ourselves at club level. Members 
present at the 2015 AGM agreed that 
BLSA should continue in their present 
role with an affiliation agreement being 
signed by your committee. In addition, 
BLSA adopted a new constitution on 15 
March 2015 and requested all clubs to 
change their constitutions accordingly.  
We anticipate our new constitution will 
be adopted on 20 February 2016 at the 
AGM.

An important fact is that members 
now have the option to elect to be 
members of BirdLife KZN Midlands only, 
in which case they will be designated as 
affiliated members of BLSA or to be full 
or direct members of BLSA (in which 
case they retain membership of both 
BLSA and BLKZNM). I would strongly 

urge that all members retain their direct 
membership as the club per sé has very 
little say regarding bird conservation at 
provincial or national level, whereas 
BLSA, as an organisation, has the voice 
and clout and is very actively involved 
with conservation of birds nationally.  As 
members of a bird club this, I am sure, is 
what we would all wish to support!

Peter Divall
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BELOW: In front Sally Bartho, Arno Jackman, 
Paul Bartho and Decklan Jordaan return from 

a walk to the river at Gramarye in Boston
Crystelle Wilson
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KZN BIRD FORUM REPORT

An investigation into the decline 
of the Bearded Vulture in Southern Africa

A report presented to the KZN Bird Forum 
meeting in Howick on 12 September 2015 

by Dr Sonja Krüger

THE Bearded Vul ture Gypaetus 
barbatus is a Critically Endangered 
species in southern Africa whose entire 
range in the Southern Hemisphere falls 
w i t h i n  t h e  M a l o t i - D r a k e n s b e r g 
mountains of South Africa and Lesotho; 
this forms the area of focus for this 
research. 

In this thesis I have attempted to 
synthesize 15 years of research on the 
Bearded Vulture population of southern 
Africa using various approaches to 
quantify the decline in the species, 
investigate the mechanisms of this 
decl ine and determine the most 
appropriate management actions 

necessary to attain the short-term 
species' conservation target of a 
positive population growth rate.

Firstly, I assessed the territory 
occupancy, distribution and density of 
the population over two time periods to 
identify population trends. Over the past 
five decades the number of occupied 
territories decreased by between 32% 
and 51%, the breeding range decreased 
by 27% and breeding densi t ies 
decreased by 20%. The birds occupy a 
breeding range of 28,125 km2 with 
higher densities recorded in the core of 
the range than in the peripheral areas. 
The population is estimated at between 
368 and 408 individuals (109 - 221 
breeding pairs).

Three  hypo theses  were  then 
examined in an attempt to explain which 

factors were associated with territories 
recorded as abandoned; those related 
to human impact, food availability and 
climate change. Of the seven covariates 
examined within the home range of an 
adult pair using a model selection 
process using Akaike's information 
criterion, the strongest support was for 
the human impact hypothesis, with 
abandonment more likely in territories 
with higher densities of power lines and 
human settlements. These findings 
were in accordance with the main 
causes of mortality.

The movements of all age classes 
were investigated using data from 
satellite transmitters affixed to 18 birds; 
this was to determine exposure to 
perceived benefits or anthropogenic 
risks. The overall foraging range of the 
population was estimated to be 51,767 
km2 and non-adults were found to use 
65% of this area, whereas adults 
focussed their activities in an area of 
about 286 km2 around their nests. Non-
adults increased the size of their range 
as they aged, with birds aged from 4-6 
years facing the greatest exposure to 
risk factors. 

The genetic risk was examined by 
sampling two populations in sub-
Saharan Africa to ascertain genetic 
variation, evolutionary placement and 
connectivity, using Mitochondrial DNA 

fragment analyses. My results showed 
little to no differentiation between 
populations in southern Africa and 
Ethiopia suggesting that translocations 
of individuals from Ethiopia could be 
considered for introduction into the local 
population. The reduced haplotype 
diversity found in southern Africa 
suggests that translocations may be 
necessary to improve genetic diversity. 

Lastly, I used population viability 
analysis models to determine the future 
population trend and identify the primary 
demographic and environmental 
constraints on the population. The 
models predicted a negative growth rate 
for the population over the next 50 years 
(λ=0.99) with a high probability (0.89) of 
extinction as a result of low survival 
estimates (particularly for adults; 86%) 
and reduced productivity (55%). Human 
activities (69%) and power line collisions 
(21%) were the primary reasons for the 
low survival rates, with poisoning alone 
accounting for 90% of the deaths. To 
achieve a positive growth rate, mortality 
rates should be reduced by >50%, 
productivity increased by >25% and the 
population should be supplemented by 
at least six individuals annually for the 
next 20 years. 

Several recommendations are listed 
to address the primary threat of 
poisoning, and continued monitoring of 
the population is essential to evaluate 
the success of the implementation of 
these recommendations. My research 
demonstrates the importance of 
focussing on smal l  populat ions, 
declining populations and populations at 
the periphery of the species' range, and 
my resu l ts  con f i rm tha t  u rgent 
intervention is required to improve the 
status of the population. My findings also 
cont r ibu te  to  ach iev ing  vu l tu re 
conservation objectives regionally, 
continentally and internationally.

ABOVE:  A Bearded Vulture
fitted with a satellite tag by Sonja

photographed in July 2015 
at Giant’s Castle in the Drakensberg

Crystelle Wilson
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AFTER a disappointing 2014-2015 
season due to strong winds and a 
shortage of rings in the coun t r y 
for these birds, the hope w a s 
that this season was going 
to be better. And without a 
shadow of a doubt, my hope 
has been realised.

The good news started 
before the swallows began to 
arrive when I received an email 
from SAFRING to say that one of 
the swallows ringed at the 
Umzumbe Roost with ring 
number AR15164 on 2 
November 2013 as a bird of 
less than six months of age, had been 
recaptured at a known migration roost 
in Dinnyesi Ferto Termeszetveldelmi 
Terulet in Hungary on 26 September 
2015 as an adult female. The straight 
line distance between the two locations 
is 8,728 km. As all the Hungarian Barn 
Swallows had already left on their 
migration, this bird was coming from 
further north. 

My first ringing session was on 9 
November 2015 and whenever possible, 
we were ringing when the weather was 
favourable. We tried to pick the best 
conditions, but sometimes the wind had 
blown stronger than the forecast. 

The average number caught and 
ringed is over 60 birds per session and 
so far the total is sitting at 1,170 Barn 
Swallows caught and processed, with 
still a month and a bit to go before they 
will be leaving. 

My second surprise was when on 28 
November 2015 I removed a young Barn 
Swallow from the nets with a ring on it, 
Z215476 from England. This was 
immediately submitted to SAFRING and  

the details were sent to the BTO in 
England. However, through social 
media I was already in communication 
with the ringer. I received a message via 
Facebook from a guy in Wales who was 
a trainee ringer and who informed me 
that the ring belonged to his trainer. I 
gave him my contact details to forward 
since  I know some people are not 

keen on communication. 
Within 24 hours I had an 
email with all the details of 

the bird. The swallow was 
ringed in a stable in 

Llanfechain, Powys, 
Wales, on 24 June 

2015 as a nestling bird of six 
days of age. It was one of five 
chicks in the nest and it was 
the first brood of the season. 

The parents subsequently 
raised a further three chicks on 

their second brood. The straight 
line distance between the two 

locations is 9,835 km. It was also the 
ringer’s first ever recapture in a foreign 
country and he is planning to try and 
recapture the bird if it returns to the same 
area.

Then, early in January I received 
notification that another Barn Swallow 
AB77720 that I ringed at Umzumbe on 
27 November 2012 as an adult female 
was recaptured on 29 April 2013 at 
Brandenburg, Germany, at a known 
migration roost - a straight line distance 
of 9,395 km. It is a mystery why it has 
taken almost three years for the data to 
be submitted or for SAFRING to be 
contacted; this delay was clearly with the 
Germans.

A quick break down on the swallows 
captured so far this season is as follows:

CONSERVATION AND PROJECTS Total till 30 January 2016: 1,170 birds
Recaptures: 1 bird, with an additional 2 
notifications from Europe (not counted 
in the total)
Number of adults:  296 birds or 25.30%
Number of immatures: 874 birds or 
74.70%
Most birds caught in a single session:  
95 Barn Swallows.

Some interesting “by-catch” while 
catching swallows included Red-
headed Quelea (males in full breeding 
plumage), Little Swift, White-rumped 
Swift, Brown-throated Martin, Banded 
Martin, Lesser Striped Swallows and 
Black Saw-wings, in addition to the 
expected Yellow Weavers and Fan-
tailed Widows.

On a personal note, I would like to 
thank BirdLife Port Natal for their 
ongoing assistance with the Barn 
Swallow work. It is only now that we are 
beginning to retrieve information from all 
the work done over the last 10 seasons.

Andrew Pickles
082 3383302

is known about their migratory routes 
and non-breeding grounds in southern 
Africa. We would therefore like to set up 
a network of people who would be willing 
to work with us in trying to fill this 
knowledge gap, and piece together a 
fuller story of these remarkable birds in 
southern Africa. This information would 
then be shared with the international 
European Roller conservation network, 
and hopefully contribute towards the 
more effective long-term conservation of 
the species. 

We are aware that in many areas 
within their range in South Africa it 
certainly doesn't seem as though 
European Rollers are even close to Near 
Threatened, as they are frequently seen 
adorning trees and telephone poles in 
relative abundance! However, their 
numbers are dropping dramatically in 
Europe and changes in their numbers in 
southern Africa are unknown.

Such changes, as well as changes in 
arrival and departure dates of birds, can 
only really be assessed if they are 
monitored. We are hoping to appeal to 
BirdLife members to help us build up 
some of this vital baseline data that will 
allow us to monitor these changes over 
time. 

You can help by recording annual 
arrival and departure dates, participate 
in annual roller counts in specific areas 
such as the Kruger Park or help to 
investigate potential threats along the 
migration route and in non-breeding 
grounds. 

Please contact us for a more detailed 
outline of the activities that will be set up. 
We would like to encourage members 
who have the time and enthusiasm to 
get involved if they can. We look forward 
to hearing from you.

Helene Loon
helene_loon@yahoo.com
084 8114327

Barn Swallow ringing season 2015 - 2016

A LONG-TERM programme has been 
established to monitor European Rollers 
on their southern African non-breeding 
grounds. Members of bird clubs are  
invited  to participate in this programme 
which is endorsed by BirdLife South 
Africa under its Preventing Extinctions 
Programme.

European Rollers are currently 
classified as globally Near Threatened, 
and their numbers have declined by as 
much as 20-30% over the last decade. 
Although there is a very active network 
o f  r e s e a r c h  a n d  c o n s e r v a t i o n 
organisations monitoring rollers across 
their breeding range in Europe, very little 

Picture by Andrew Pickles

European Roller 
monitoring programme
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BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS

Decline of Coqui Francolin and 
Black-bellied Bustard in southern KZN

BELOW: A female Coqui Francolin 
photographed in the Kruger National Park. 

The male is pictured on the front cover
Pictures by Hugh Chittenden

TAEMANE, a Secretarybird tracked with 
a sophisticated satellite tracking device, 
became the first Secretarybird ever to be 
tracked from eight weeks of age to first 
breeding.

Ernst Retief, one of BirdLife South 
A f r i c a ’s  r e g i o n a l  c o n s e r v a t i o n 
managers, reported that the bird, a male, 
was fitted with a tracking device on 5 
April 2013 on a farm near Warden in the 
Free State. The bird was estimated to 
have hatched during January 2013, so it 
was now almost three years old. 

Taemane visited various parts of the 
Free State after leaving the area of the 
nest before moving south to the 
KwaZulu-Natal south coast, then moved 
inland and settled on a farm near Ixopo 
for a few months. From there he returned 
to the Free State where he continued to 
spend time in the grasslands south of 
Memel.

During November 2015, the location 
points from Taemane’s satellite tracking 
device were all from the same locality. 
Taemane was either dead or breeding! 
As these points overlapped with a tree, 
BLSA’s conservationists were hoping 
that Taemane was breeding. Ernst  
made contact with the local farmer, who 
then accompanied him to the site on 6 
December. Taemane was found on a 
nest, the tracking device clearly visible 
and in place. With him on the nest were 
two chicks, barely a week old.

This breeding event is important for 
many reasons. It is the first time that a 
Secretarybird has been tracked from a 
young age to first breeding, providing 
valuable information which will assist 
researchers to understand important 
aspects of the species’ biology. It also 
provides the first ever information about 
t h e  a g e  o f  f i r s t  b r e e d i n g  o f 

Secretarybirds. Dr Hanneline Smit-
Robinson, manager of the terrestrial bird 
conservation programme at BLSA, said 
that “the scientific information gained on 
the date of first breeding helps us to 
understand the Secretarybird’s life 
history and biology. The understanding 
we  now have  abou t  t he  b i r d ’s 
movements and habitat use will assist 
our conservation endeavours”.

The project to study Secretarybirds 
was launched by BLSA in 2011. Ernst, 
the manager of the project, fitted 11 
chicks with tracking devices when they 
were eight weeks old by 

Ernst said since the project started, 
he had to travel many kilometres to 
recover tracking devices from dead 
Secretarybirds. There was BLiNG who 
died when it flew into a powerline north 
of Pretoria, Artemis who was found dead 
below a mountain near Harrismith, and 
then there was Koffie who died near 
Memel after it was injured when it got 
stuck in a fence. There were also the 
many trips to search for birds which went 
missing.

So, after all the field trips to pick up 
dead birds, he was delighted to find an 
alive and grown-up Taemane with two 
beautiful chicks. He added that BLSA, 
together with the farmer and his sons, 
will continue to monitor the nest and 
movements of Taemane during the 
breeding period, thus obtaining valuable 
information about the foraging patterns 
of the species while breeding. Attempts 
will also be made in 2016 to replace the 
tracking device on the bird.

Ernst Retief 
ernst.retief@birdlife.org.za 072 223 2160

Dr Hanneline Smit-Robinson
conservation@birdlife.org.za

Secretarybird tracked from nestling to 
breeding: a first for science
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BELOW: A male Black-bellied Bustard 
photographed in Mkhuze Game 

Reserve
Crystelle Wilson
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THE Red-headed Finch is a near 
endemic to southern Africa and occurs in 
the interior of KwaZulu-Natal. It has 
been  expand ing  i t s  range  in to 
Pietermaritzburg and Durban in recent 
years. 

The Red-headed Finch may build its 
own nest, but usually uses the nests of 
other birds, especially those of weavers, 
for roosting and breeding. Nest building 
is energetically costly, so using nests 
built by other species provides energetic 
savings. 

There are three published records of 
the Red-headed Finch breeding in 

Red-headed Finch 
using weaver nests 

weaver nests in KZN, interestingly all 
from the Ladysmith area. The earliest 
record is of this finch laying eggs in an 
old Southern Masked Weaver nest on 
27 February 1944 (Plowes 1947, also 
Nest Record Card 820-0066). The 
second record is of two finch chicks in a 
Southern Masked Weaver nest on a 
farm outside Ladysmith (Searle 1994). 
The third record is of finch eggs laid in a 
weaver nest in a Ladysmith garden in 
January 2001 (Saunders 2001).

Where the Red-headed Finches are 
expanding their range, they are likely to 
use other birds' nests as well. Then the 
finches can expend energy in adjusting 
to their new environment, rather than on 
nest building.

Please look out for Red-headed 
Finches in Pietermaritzburg and 
Durban, and try to see if they are using 
Village Weaver nests for roosting and/or 
breeding. If so, please take a photo and 
submit to the ADU Virtual Museum 
(http://vmus.adu.org.za). There are 
quite a few records of the Red-headed 
Finch in nests of various weaver species 
(see h t tp : / /weavers .adu.org .za/ 
phown_inter.php?spp=1&host=820) in 
the PHOWN (Photos of Weaver Nests) 
database. In this selection of photos, 
you will even see photos of the finch 

ABOVE: Red-headed Finch at a 
feeding table in a garden in Umhlanga

Heather Cairns
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Solving the mystery of the Spotted Cranessleeping in weaver nests at night. You 
can also change the species on this web 
page to see various interactions 
between weavers and other species.

Thanks to all the participants who 
have submitted records to PHOWN (and 
the other ADU Virtual Museum projects)!

Dieter Oschadleus
doschadleus@gmail.com
Bird-ringing Coordinator, SAFRING
References
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IT WAS with concern that I noticed white 
spots on the backs of the resident pair of 
G r e y  C r o w n e d  C r a n e s  a t  m y 
smallholding in Boston in the KZN 
Midlands earlier this year. 

This pair had been breeding for more 
than 20 years at The Willows and 
Gramarye. Almost every year they 
produced two or three chicks. Their 
attempts at raising the chicks were some 
years more successful than others. Last 
year they managed to raise one of three 
chicks to adulthood, the others no doubt 
falling prey to predators like jackals or 
mongoose.

On Friday 22 January this year I saw 
them walking with three chicks once 
again, but sadly, by Sunday morning 
there was only one chick left. 

While looking at my photographs of 
the family, I was alarmed to see white 
spots on the back of one of the birds. 
Over the years they have always 
maintained an immaculate appearance 
and I wondered if it was old age finally 
catching up with them. But I know that 
birds regularly moult, replacing worn 
feathers to look fresh and healthy. I then 
became worried that the bird might have 
picked up a dread disease.

A week later I noticed that both adult 
birds had white spots on their backs. 
Late afternoon I was watching one of 
them arriving at the small dam which had 
a little island in the middle. There was a 
willow tree on the island on which they 
perch to overnight during winter. 

While I was watching, the other adult 

Practice makes perfect
WE have had Lesser Striped Swallows 
nesting on our verandah for about ten 
years now.

Some pairs are more successful than 
others, some years rearing three 
batches of four offspring between the 
time they arrive in August and the time 
they leave in about March. 

This year, however, has been 
different. Two birds arrived, chased off a 
third, and took possession of last year’s 
nest, patching it up where necessary.  A 
couple of weeks later I heard the tiny 
cheeps. This stopped after a while, and I 
thought it a bit odd, but what do I know 
about raising birdlings? 

After a couple of weeks I heard noises 
again, and the pair raised three young 
without much trouble.

Usually, after the initial flight the 
fledglings roost in the nest for up to three 
weeks before the parents chase them off 
in the evening. But this time there was a 
problem.

We had a robbery whilst we were 
away, and the uninvited guests on our 
veranda broke the nest down. (I 

discovered the small skeletons that I had 
heard initially. They had been flattened 
somehow, so that explained the sudden 
silence from the nest.)

Another consequence of the broken 
nest was that the whole family roosted 
on the ‘custom-made’ perches on the 
light fitting. They did not like this 
arrangement much, as it only lasted a 
few nights, and the young went off the 
find more comfortable quarters.

With that the reconstruction began. 
Poor birds: sandy soil, no rain and no 
mud readily available. Then they found a 
small seepage site. The building 
continued in earnest, all day they 
laboured.

But every night they knock the new 
section off. The nest is still only big 
enough for one of them to roost in!

This has been going on since the 
middle of October, and it is now almost 
the middle of December. I have collected 
about a litre and a half of dropped mud - 
how many beakfuls is that? I offered 
good advice on their design, and even 
provided some sticky clay, to no avail. 

In the end I decided that these two 
inept would-be parents would probably 
have inept offspring, that nature knows 
best, and I had better leave them alone!

In the meantime they are getting 
plenty of practise, and maybe next year 
they will do better.

Janet Levy
Westville

BELOW: The pair of Grey Crowned Cranes with their chick at their roosting site

Pictures by Crystelle Wilson

ABOVE: Lesser Striped Swallow
Crystelle Wilson
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THIS Wood Sandpiper in worn plumage was 
photographed at the pond in Zini River Estate 
on 12 October. What really interested me was 
why the feathers were worn in a zig-zag way. 
It seems that the parts where the white 
spotting were, were the most abraded 
sections. Almost as though the white areas 
were the weakest point.

Tony Tree, one of the leading wader 
experts in southern Africa, said “this is a first-
year bird. For some reason the notches that 
you see are worn out very quickly in juveniles 
or immatures. Evidently, this part of the 
primary feathers is much weaker than the rest. I cannot give you any reason for this".

The species breeds in the forest tundra/taiga regions from Iceland to Siberia. So 
this bird hatched in northern Europe/Asia about 4 months before and had now landed 

u p  s a f e l y  i n 
Mtunzini at least 
10,000 km away. 
After this journey, 
a b r a d e d  f l i g h t 
feathers are to be 
e x p e c t e d  o f 
course, but the 
way in which they 
h a v e  w o r n  i s 
interesting!

Hugh Chittenden
Mtunzini
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BIRD TRIPS AND OUTINGS

Part 2: Exploring the Caprivi

LEAVING Kasane and the Chobe River 
we crossed into Namibia's Caprivi Strip 
or, as it is renamed, the Zambezi 
Region, at Ngoma before heading north 
toward the Zambezi River. 

The Caprivi Zipvel or Strip is the 450 
km long peninsular-shaped strip of land 
sandwiched between what is now 
Angola and Botswana. It was named 
after the German Chancellor Leo von 
Caprivi who, in 1890, was involved in 
negotiating with Britain for the exchange 
of Zanzibar for Heligoland, a North Sea 
island, and the Caprivi. The Germans 
believed the Caprivi Zipvel would 
provide their South-West Africa territory 
with a potential short-cut via the 
Zambezi River to the east coast of Africa 
and German East Africa. Seemingly, 
they overlooked a major navigational 
barrier - the Victoria Falls. 

Our first stop was the Caprivi 
Riverboat Lodge just before Caprivi's 
largest town Katima Mulilo. Our small, 
rustic cottage was charming and looked 
out across the great Zambezi River. Ted 
was lucky enough to see a Schalow's 
Turaco in the tall trees surrounding the 
lodge. What a wonderfully laid-back 
refuge and antidote the lodge was to our 
prev ious two n ights  amidst  the 
mainstream tourist hustle and bustle of 
the Botswana Chobe Lodge and its new 
spill-over Chobe Bush Lodge.  

Next morning it was with a sense of 
excitement that we continued our 
journey. We were breaking new ground. 
Neither of us had previously visited the 
Caprivi beyond Katima Mulilo. However, 
we had only reached the outskirts of the 
town when we were diverted by 

something completely unexpected. 
A rusty sign saying Trollope's Grave 

and a flood of memories had us turning 
off the main road. A dirt track took us to 
the surprise discovery of the gravesite of 
Major L.E.F. Trollope (1903-1956). From 
1939 to 1953, the major was the first 
magistrate and native commissioner of 
the Caprivi region which was then, as 
the result of a UN mandate, under the 
administration of the Union of South 
Africa. 

As a child I had met Major Trollope in 
the 1950s when my family and friends 
visited Katimo Mulilo on holiday as 
guests of the manager of WNLA, the 
Western Native Labour Agency, which 
recruited labour for the South African 
mines. Today, my friend and I both recall 
the major as a very large man with a 
cult ivated Engl ish accent and a 
somewhat eccentric nature. Not only did 
he have a passion for growing varieties 
of bougainvi l lea, but even more 
intriguing was the fact that he had 
plumbed a complete flush toilet into a 
baobab tree at the back of his residence 
on the banks of the Zambezi River.  
Needless to say it was to become a 
considerable tourist attraction in the 
years ahead. I believe it is still there. 

In fact there was much more to the 
major than met the eye as I learnt when, 
returning from our current trip, I 
'Googled' Major Trollope. To cut a long 
story short, he unwittingly ended up 
playing a notable role in the history of the 
Caprivi. 

This was the result of a joint report 
written in 1948 by him and Mr Noel 
Redman, District Commissioner at 

appeared from behind the dam wall with 
the chick. The pair then began walking 
with their offspring along the edge of the 
water until they disappeared from my 
sight behind some trees. I moved to 
another spot to try and see what the birds 
were up to and, to my great surprise, I 
saw them on the island with the chick! 
The next evening I watched from the 
better vantage point and saw them 
swimming the chick across the water to 
the safety of the island. A low-hanging 
branch of the willow tree almost touched 
the ground and it was here where they 
put the baby to sleep for the night.

It was then that the penny dropped 
and I put two and two together. This tree 
was also a very popular roosting site for 
Hadeda and Sacred Ibises, Cattle 
Egrets, cormorants and the odd African 
Spoonbill. They were directly overhead 
and the cranes were being white-
washed by the droppings of these birds! 
This theory was confirmed when I saw 
the white streaks on the surrounding 
branches and leaves.

Crystelle Wilson
Boston

Are white spots the weakest link?

Pictures by Hugh Chittenden

On 21 April 2015 Hilary and Ted Vickers left Howick in their Condor 4x4 on a trip through Botswana, 
the Caprivi Strip and Namibia. They took 34 days and covered 8 000 kilometres
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Kasane, Bechuanaland. Its content 
made a significant contribution to solving 
the long, ongoing border dispute 
between Namibia and Botswana in a 
case, called for by the United Nations, at 
the International Court of Justice at The 
Hague in 1999. 

The dispute was around Sedudu, or 
Kasikili Island, as it is known by 
Namibians.  Sedudu Island in the Chobe 
was where a few days previously we had 
seen the herds of elephants swimming 
out from the southern Botswana shore to 
feed on the partially submerged grasses 
of the island. (The picture on p 27 in KZN Birds 
46 was of these elephants, and not at the 
Elephant Sands Lodge as stated. Ed.)  

On the northern side of the island is a 
deeper channel before the Namibian 
bank is reached. It was with the added 
proof of the Trollope/Redman Report, 
which bore witness to the fact that this 
had been the preferred navigable 
channel even before 1948, that the court 
recognized and ruled that the border 
should run north of Sedudu Island. This, 
including observations that no people 
from either side of the river were known 
to have settled permanently on the 
island, has meant Botswana, rather than 
Namibia, has been left  with the 
management of this ecological treasure 
and valuable tourist attraction. 

Having photographed the headstone 
over Major Trollope's grave, by far the 
largest of about 10 graves in the small 
fenced cemetery in the bush, we 
resumed our journey. Kongola and 
Mazambula Island Lodge in the Linyanti 
Swamps were our next stops. 

The Kongola region is well known to 
South Africans from days of the Angolan 
War  i n  t he  1970 /80s  when  SA 
maintained military bases in the Caprivi. 
Apart from the sad loss of human lives, 
the elephant population of this area was 
devastated by illegal poaching during 

this time. It is estimated that over a 
100,000 were killed for their ivory. 

After visiting a curio shop and 
refuelling at Kongola, we followed a 
short bush track down through a small 
channel of water to Mazambula Island 
Lodge. A boat trip that evening provided 
the sighting of 22 bird species, including 
an abundance of African Jacanas 
strutting over the yellow and white water 
lilies’ leaves, to the rarer Long-toed 
Lapwing, Rufous-bellied Heron, and a 
shy African Purple Swamphen. 

Next morning, from the lodge's three-
storey-high lookout, we witnessed a fly 
past of a large flock of African Openbills 
over the floodplains; a small group of 
African Green Pigeons that briefly 
visited a nearby fig  tree, and beneath us 
on the ground several localised Sharp-
tailed Starlings and Brown Firefinch. We 
also kept an eye on an industrious pair of 
Lesser Striped Swallows building a 
substantial nest on the underside of the 
lookout's corrugated iron roof.  We were 
not the only interested spectators as a 
Wire-tailed Swallow couple sitting up in 
the rafters were also observing the 
activity. Possibly they were considering 
homebuilding themselves. 

Later we were taken on a drive 
around the edges of the swamps. Our 
first sighting was of the endemic 
Coppery-tailed Coucal. This was 

followed by sightings of a White-browed 
Coucal and a Senegal Coucal. Other 
welcome ticks were the Glossy Ibis, 
Burchell's Starling, Dusky Lark, African 
Golden Oriole, Meyer's Parrot and 
Double-banded Sandgrouse.

As the afternoon light softened we 
spotted what appeared to be a ball of 
fluff balanced on the branch of a small 
tree. On stopping, the fluff proved to be 
brown feathers dotted with small white 
spots and two little crescent-shaped 
mock eyes. We were looking at the back 
of a little Pearl-spotted Owlet.  It was a 
memorable final sighting to our stay at 
Mazambula.

Next morning we were informed the 
card machine was out of order. We were 
asked to return to the Kongola store 
where there was an ATM. We were to 
withdraw cash and then pay their driver 
who would follow us. On arrival Ted went 
inside the store to the ATM only to find it 
had run out of money. Everything was on 
hold as the manager was busy on the 
forecourt supervising the off-loading of 
fuel from a tanker and trailer. Only once 
the entire contents was off-loaded, was 
he then free to 'refuel' the ATM. 

Being caught with nothing to do I went 
birding on the unused plot next to the 
garage. It was not long before I found 
myself being furtively followed and then 
approached by  two lad ies  w i th 
binoculars in hand. They were from 
Bellville in the Cape and had recently 
'discovered' birding. What a delight it 
was to assist them (even with my sub-
standard Afrikaans) and witness their 
enthusiasm and pleasure in identifying 
and recording their sightings - on an 
iPad, nogal. ATM and petrol pumps 
finally up and running we were duly 
called by our respective husbands who 
by then were champing at the bit to 
move on. 

Following an excellent tar road 

through the Bwabwata National Park we 
sped on our way to Mahango Safari 
Lodge. Passing through the central area 
o f  t h e  p a r k ,  t h e  B u f f a l o  C o r e 
Conservation section and then the 
Mahango sect ion,  we observed 
numerous villages and herds of cattle. 
This stretch of the park is set aside as a 
multiple use area. Not only is it a 
conservation area but it is open for the 
San people to live in and establish tourist 
nodes. At its end is Divundu, which is 
little more than a fuel station with a few 
shops. Here we turned south through a 
densely populated and badly degraded 
area alongside the Kavango River 
before finally arriving at Mahango Lodge 
set in a forested stretch on the banks of 
the Kavango. This impressively wide 
river flows south out of Angola through 
the Caprivi and into Botswana's 
Okavango Swamps where only 2% of its 
waters trickle out the other side. 

Having booked in, our evening was 
spent wining and dining under a starlit 
sky on the deck overlooking the river. 
The following morning we joined the 
breakfast cruise up the river, passing a 
few other lodges, locals fishing and a 
group of tourists out in mokoros. Rather 
them than me as there were plenty of my 
least favourite animal around - hippos.

Just south of the lodge, on the border 
with Botswana, is the small Mahango 
Game Park. To date we had seen plenty 
of Rhodesian Teak (Kiaat) trees with 
their pink flowers and typical brown 
woody seedpods Now on our way to the 
park we came across a magnificent tall 
African Teak (Mukwa) tree surrounded 
by  a carpet of prickly seed pods each 
encircled with a papery wing. 'Fried egg' 
pods we used to call them as kids. Inside 
Mahango Park were more tree delights.  
On the swamp edges were some truly 
enormous, old, grey-barked baobabs, 
their huge roots snaking down into the 

BELOW: Wattled Crane in Mahango
Hilary Vickers
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HONORARY RECORDER’S REPORT

GREETINGS to all birders. This summer 
has been good for birding and rarities, 
with large influxes of European Honey 
Buzzards (or maybe people are getting 
better at identifying them?), Spotted 
Crakes all over the country with a fair 
share in KZN, and large numbers of 
African Openbills. The Sappi Stanger 
Wetlands have been particularly 
productive with, apart from the famous 
Spotted Crakes, Western Marsh Harrier, 
Eurasian Bittern, brazen Baillon's 
Crakes and African Rails and Rufous-
bellied Heron all being seen. Red-footed 
Falcons have also made a notable 
appearance in the west of the province. 
The prize for the most unlikely rarity 
must, however, go to the King Penguin 
that arrived in an exhausted state on the 
beach at St Lucia. Sadly, it soon 
succumbed despite efforts to save it.

RARITIES
BLACK-RUMPED BUTTONQUAIL 
Turnix nanus
KZN Rarity
One, Lake Sibaya, 
21 September 2015, Hennie Peters 
(KZN Rarity accepted)
One, Paulpietersburg, 
18 December 2015, Duncan McKenzie 
(KZN Rarity accepted)
GREY-HEADED KINGFISHER 
Halcyon leucocephala
KZN Rarity
One, Mkhuze Game Reserve, 
8 December 2015, Richard Johnstone 
(KZN Rarity accepted)
One, Amanzimtoti, 25 December 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News report)
BLACK COUCAL Centropus grillii
KZN Rarity
One, Emoyeni, 30 December 2015, 
Dominic Rollinson and 
Jonathan Sykes

STRIPED FLUFFTAIL 
Sarothrura affinis
KZN Rarity
One heard at night, lower end 
of Sani Pass, 17 December 2015, 
Dominic Rollinson 
(Rarity report submitted)
WHITE-WINGED FLUFFTAIL 
Sarothrura ayresi
National Rarity
One probable sighting, Sappi Stanger 
wetlands, 5 February 2016 
(SA Rare Bird News report)
AFRICAN CRAKE Crecopsis egregia
KZN Rarity
One, Morningside, Durban, late 
October 2015, reported by
Crystelle Wilson
One, Dublin Dam, Himeville, 
2 February 2016, Stuart McLean
SPOTTED CRAKE Porzana porzana
KZN Rarity 
One, Franklin Marsh, 
29 November 2015, Mike Simms
At least two, Sappi Stanger wetlands, 
1 January 2016, Liaan Lategan, to at 
least 7 February 2016 

BELOW: African Crake
Stuart McLean

water. Just down the road and in contrast 
was a handsome younger baobab 
standing tall and straight with its 
smoother reddish brown bark, and 
branches covered in green leaves. The 
birds were also varied. The reed-beds 
provided good sightings of water birds 
including close up views of Africa's 
largest and smallest goose species, the 
Spur-winged Goose, of which there were 
many, and the little African Pygmy 
Goose. Wattled Cranes were also a 
welcome sighting. The more bushy 
areas were dominated by starlings. In all 
we recorded four different species, the 
Cape Glossy, Burchell's, the Sharp-
tailed and our first record of Meves’s 
Starling. However, attractive as the 
glossy blue starlings were, it was the 
striking Crimson-breasted Shrike, Little 
Bee-eaters and the multi-coloured Lilac-
breasted Rollers that came tops in the 
colour stakes.

That evening, sitting on the deck 
chatting to an Australian couple, we 
watched a herd of elephant visiting a 
strategically placed salt lick on the far 
side of the river. As they melted away into 
the surrounding bush, four Sable 
antelope emerged. What a sight! I don't 
think I had seen these majestic black, tan 

and white antelope with their great horns 
curving up over their backs since 
Rhodesian days where they were 
justifiably the country's national animal 
and also protected as Royal Game. As 
the evening wore on, a magnificent kudu 
bull, a small herd of buffalo and more 
elephant took it in turns to make their 
entrances into the salt lick clearing 
before the river turned pink as the sun 
set and the opposite bank grew too dark 
to see anything. 

In the morning, we would be on our 
way to our next major stopover  -  
Etosha National Park - and final stage of 
our trip, the vast drylands of the rest of 
Namibia.

Hilary Vickers
Howick  

ABOVE: Sable antelope 
in Mahango Park

Hilary Vickers

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE
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(SA Rare Bird News report). Rarity 
reports submitted by Nicky Forbes (8 
January 2016), James Rawdon (10 
January 2016) and Roy Cowgill and 
Steve Davis (23 January 2016).
One, Port Edward, 18 January 2016, 
Stan Culley (Rarity report submitted)
ALLEN'S GALLINULE Porphyrio alleni
KZN Rarity
One, Port Edward, 6-30 January 2016, 
Stan Culley (KZN Rarity accepted)
LESSER MOORHEN 
Gallinula angulata
KZN Rarity
At least one, Sappi Stanger wetlands, 
20 December 2015, Wayne Jones
One, Zimanga Private Game Reserve, 
22 December 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News report)
One, Sappi Stanger wetlands, 
27 December 2015 (SA Rare Bird 
News report) and 12 January 2016, 
Alan Collett
One, Port Edward, 7-30 January 2016, 
Stan Culley (KZN Rarity accepted).
CASPIAN PLOVER 
Charadrius asiaticus
KZN Rarity
Two, Phinda Private Game Reserve, 
26 October 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News report).
Four, Phinda Private Game Reserve, 
28 December 2015, Daryl Dell
COMMON REDSHANK Tringa totanus
National Rarity
One, St Lucia Estuary, 
20 November 2015, 
(SA Rare Bird News report)
GREEN SANDPIPER 
Tringa ochropus
National Rarity
One, at the entrance to Mkhuze 
Game Reserve, 9 October 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News report)
Up to two, Darvill Bird 
Sanctuary, 
21 October 2015 to 23 January 

2016 (SA Rare Bird News report), 
including 12 December 2015, Ian 
Gordon; 13 December 2015, Hennie 
Peters; 2 January 2016, Penny de 
Vries; 12 and 23 January 2016, David 
Allan
One, Mkhuze Game Reserve, 25 
October to 5 December 2015, David 
Allan, Rich Everett and others 
(SA Rare Bird News report)
One, Intaba Ingwe Private Game 
Reserve, 31 October to 12 December 
2015, Richard Johnstone and others.
One, Thula Thula Private Game 
Reserve, 29 November 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News report)
RED PHALAROPE 
Phalaropus fulicarius
KZN Rarity
One, at sea off Durban, 
8 November 2015, Niall Perrins
AFRICAN BLACK OYSTERCATCHER 
Haematopus moquini
KZN Rarity
One, Umvoti River mouth, 
21 November 2015, Penny de Vries 
(KZN Rarity accepted)
AFRICAN SKIMMER 
Rhynchops flavirostris
National Rarity
One, Kosi Bay, 17-19 December 2015, 
Paul and Sally Bartho,
and 31 January 2016, Thomas Hohls.
LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL 
Larus fuscus
National Rarity

(KZN Rarity accepted)
One, Zimanga Private Game Reserve, 
21 December 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News report).
One, St. Lucia, 22 December 2015, 
Ernst Vermeulen
One, Mtunzini, 28 December 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News report).
One, Brettenwood Estate, Ballito, 
29 December 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News report) 
One, Bonamanzi Game Reserve, 
31 December 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News report)
One, Dlinza Forest, 
31 December 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News report)
One, Umdoni, South Coast, 
1 January 2016, Claude Leroy
One, Ndumo Game Reserve, 
3 January 2016, Sharon Tluczek
One, near Dundee, 3 January 2016, 
Paul, Patrick and Dominic Rollinson 
(KZN Rarity accepted)
One, near Nqutu, 3 December 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News report)
One, Nambiti Game Reserve, 
Ladysmith, 4 January 2016, 
Shaun Atkinson
One, Sappi Stanger wetlands,
 5 January 2016, Dominic Rollinson 
(KZN Rarity accepted)
One, Scottburgh, 9 January 2016, 
Charmaine Jooste
One, Krantzloof, 21 January 2016 
(SA Rare Bird News report)
One, Inanda Dam, 21 January 2016 
(SA Rare Bird News report)
One, Dlinza Forest, 27 January 2016 
(SA Rare Bird News report)
One, Richards Bay, 27 January 2016 
(SA Rare Bird News report)
One, Bhanga Nek, Kosi Bay, 
30 January 2016, Jo Balmer
One, Amatikulu Nature Reserve (KZN) 
and another at Amanzimtoti Bird 
Sanctuary 2 February 2016

One, Durban Bay, 13 October 2015, 
David Allan
HARTLAUB'S GULL 
Chroicocephalus hartlaubii
KZN Rarity
One, Lake Mzingazi, Richards Bay, 
30 December 2015, Dominic Rollinson 
(KZN Rarity accepted)
FRANKLIN'S GULL 
Leucophaeus pipixcan
National Rarity
One, Durban Bay, 11-16 January 2016, 
David Allan
SOOTY TERN Onychoprion fuscatus
National Rarity
One, Mission Rocks, iSimangaliso 
Wetland Park, 27 December 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News report)
One, St Lucia estuary, 
13 January 2016 
(SA Rare Bird News report)
One, St Lucia estuary, 
24 January 2016, Greg de Klerk
EUROPEAN HONEY BUZZARD 
Pernis apivorus
KZN Rarity
One, Kloof Gorge, 6 November 2015, 
Tim Wood (KZN Rarity accepted)
One, Zululand Rhino Reserve, 
5 December 2015, 
(SA Rare Bird News report)
One, Krantzkloof Nature Reserve, 
8 December 2015, Tristan Silver
One, Nhlabane River, Richards Bay, 
8 December 2015, David Allan and 
Richard Johnstone
(KZN Rarity accepted)
One, Tembe Elephant Reserve, 
11 December 2015, Mike Stratton 
(KZN Rarity accepted)
One, Umhlanga Nature Reserve, 
12 December 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News report)
One, Sappi Stanger wetlands, 
14 December 2015, Dominic Rollinson 
One, Oribi Gorge Nature Reserve, 
16 December 2015, Dominic Rollinson 

Paul Bartho
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Two, Phinda Private Game Reserve, 
26 October 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News report).
Four, Phinda Private Game Reserve, 
28 December 2015, Daryl Dell
COMMON REDSHANK Tringa totanus
National Rarity
One, St Lucia Estuary, 
20 November 2015, 
(SA Rare Bird News report)
GREEN SANDPIPER 
Tringa ochropus
National Rarity
One, at the entrance to Mkhuze 
Game Reserve, 9 October 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News report)
Up to two, Darvill Bird 
Sanctuary, 
21 October 2015 to 23 January 

2016 (SA Rare Bird News report), 
including 12 December 2015, Ian 
Gordon; 13 December 2015, Hennie 
Peters; 2 January 2016, Penny de 
Vries; 12 and 23 January 2016, David 
Allan
One, Mkhuze Game Reserve, 25 
October to 5 December 2015, David 
Allan, Rich Everett and others 
(SA Rare Bird News report)
One, Intaba Ingwe Private Game 
Reserve, 31 October to 12 December 
2015, Richard Johnstone and others.
One, Thula Thula Private Game 
Reserve, 29 November 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News report)
RED PHALAROPE 
Phalaropus fulicarius
KZN Rarity
One, at sea off Durban, 
8 November 2015, Niall Perrins
AFRICAN BLACK OYSTERCATCHER 
Haematopus moquini
KZN Rarity
One, Umvoti River mouth, 
21 November 2015, Penny de Vries 
(KZN Rarity accepted)
AFRICAN SKIMMER 
Rhynchops flavirostris
National Rarity
One, Kosi Bay, 17-19 December 2015, 
Paul and Sally Bartho,
and 31 January 2016, Thomas Hohls.
LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL 
Larus fuscus
National Rarity

(KZN Rarity accepted)
One, Zimanga Private Game Reserve, 
21 December 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News report).
One, St. Lucia, 22 December 2015, 
Ernst Vermeulen
One, Mtunzini, 28 December 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News report).
One, Brettenwood Estate, Ballito, 
29 December 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News report) 
One, Bonamanzi Game Reserve, 
31 December 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News report)
One, Dlinza Forest, 
31 December 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News report)
One, Umdoni, South Coast, 
1 January 2016, Claude Leroy
One, Ndumo Game Reserve, 
3 January 2016, Sharon Tluczek
One, near Dundee, 3 January 2016, 
Paul, Patrick and Dominic Rollinson 
(KZN Rarity accepted)
One, near Nqutu, 3 December 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News report)
One, Nambiti Game Reserve, 
Ladysmith, 4 January 2016, 
Shaun Atkinson
One, Sappi Stanger wetlands,
 5 January 2016, Dominic Rollinson 
(KZN Rarity accepted)
One, Scottburgh, 9 January 2016, 
Charmaine Jooste
One, Krantzloof, 21 January 2016 
(SA Rare Bird News report)
One, Inanda Dam, 21 January 2016 
(SA Rare Bird News report)
One, Dlinza Forest, 27 January 2016 
(SA Rare Bird News report)
One, Richards Bay, 27 January 2016 
(SA Rare Bird News report)
One, Bhanga Nek, Kosi Bay, 
30 January 2016, Jo Balmer
One, Amatikulu Nature Reserve (KZN) 
and another at Amanzimtoti Bird 
Sanctuary 2 February 2016

One, Durban Bay, 13 October 2015, 
David Allan
HARTLAUB'S GULL 
Chroicocephalus hartlaubii
KZN Rarity
One, Lake Mzingazi, Richards Bay, 
30 December 2015, Dominic Rollinson 
(KZN Rarity accepted)
FRANKLIN'S GULL 
Leucophaeus pipixcan
National Rarity
One, Durban Bay, 11-16 January 2016, 
David Allan
SOOTY TERN Onychoprion fuscatus
National Rarity
One, Mission Rocks, iSimangaliso 
Wetland Park, 27 December 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News report)
One, St Lucia estuary, 
13 January 2016 
(SA Rare Bird News report)
One, St Lucia estuary, 
24 January 2016, Greg de Klerk
EUROPEAN HONEY BUZZARD 
Pernis apivorus
KZN Rarity
One, Kloof Gorge, 6 November 2015, 
Tim Wood (KZN Rarity accepted)
One, Zululand Rhino Reserve, 
5 December 2015, 
(SA Rare Bird News report)
One, Krantzkloof Nature Reserve, 
8 December 2015, Tristan Silver
One, Nhlabane River, Richards Bay, 
8 December 2015, David Allan and 
Richard Johnstone
(KZN Rarity accepted)
One, Tembe Elephant Reserve, 
11 December 2015, Mike Stratton 
(KZN Rarity accepted)
One, Umhlanga Nature Reserve, 
12 December 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News report)
One, Sappi Stanger wetlands, 
14 December 2015, Dominic Rollinson 
One, Oribi Gorge Nature Reserve, 
16 December 2015, Dominic Rollinson 

Paul Bartho
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BAT HAWK Macheiramphus alcinus
KZN Rarity
One, Isimangaliso Wetland Park, 
5 January 2016, S Reardon 
(Rarity form submitted)
WESTERN MARSH HARRIER 
Circus aeruginosus
National Rarity
One female, Sappi Stanger wetlands, 
15 January 2016, Andre Bernon.
One probably juvenile, Sappi Stanger 
wetlands, 18 January 2016, 
Norman Freeman, Peter Divall and 
others (Rarity form submitted)
One, Sappi Stanger wetlands, 
7 February 2016, Richard McKibben
MONTAGU'S HARRIER 
Circus pygargus
KZN Rarity
One male, Midmar Dam Nature 
Reserve, 20 January 2016, 
Norman Freeman and others 
(Rarity form submitted)
One female or juvenile, Dublin Dam 
near Pevensey, 2 February 2016, 
Stuart McLean
DARK CHANTING GOSHAWK 
Melierax metabates
KZN Rarity
One, Mkhuze Game Reserve, 
21 October 2015, Dominic Rollinson 

(KZN Rarity accepted)
One, Zululand Rhino 
Reserve, 
15 November 2015 Digby and 
Rose Cyrus (KZN Rarity 
accepted)
LESSER SPOTTED EAGLE 
Aquila pomarina
KZN Rarity
One, Albert Falls Dam, 
31 December 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News report)
Two, Hilton College Nature 
Reserve, 22 December 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News report)
One, near Pietermaritzburg, 
30 January 2016 

(SA Rare Bird News report)
AYRES'S HAWK-EAGLE 
Hieraaetus ayresii
KZN Rarity
One, Meerensee, Richards Bay, 
5 December 2015, Richard Johnstone 
and Nada Crafford 
(KZN Rarity accepted). 
One, Empangeni, 8 December 2015, 
Patrick Rollinson 
(KZN Rarity accepted)
GREATER KESTREL 
Falco rupicoloides
KZN Rarity
One, Bushman's Nek, 5 January 2016, 
(SA Rare Bird News report)
GREAT CRESTED GREBE 
Podiceps cristatus
KZN Rarity
Two, Klipfontein Dam, Vryheid, 
30 December 2015, Duncan McKenzie 
(KZN Rarity accepted)
RUFOUS-BELLIED HERON 
Ardeola rufiventris
KZN Rarity
One, Maphelane Nature Reserve, 
12 November 2015, 
Richard Johnstone 
(KZN Rarity accepted).
One, Sappi Stanger wetlands, 

29 December 2015, Niall Perrins 
and David Allan
BARAU'S PETREL Pterodroma baraui
National Rarity
Two, at sea off Durban, 
17 October 2015, David Allan 
and Niall Perrins
CORY'S SHEARWATER 
Calonectris diomedea
KZN Rarity
Four, offshore Durban, 
29 December 2015, Niall Perrins 
and David Allan
KNYSNA WARBLER 
Bradypterus sylvaticus
KZN Rarity
One, Southbroom, 16 December 2015, 
Dominic Rollinson 
(KZN Rarity accepted)
LARGE-BILLED LARK 
Galerida magnirostris
KZN Rarity
Several, top of Sani Pass, 
16-18 December 2015, 
Dominic Rollinson 
(KZN Rarity accepted)
CAPPED WHEATEAR 
Oenanthe pileata
KZN Rarity
One Phinda Private Game Reserve, 
28 December 2015, Daryl Dell
RED-BILLED BUFFALO-WEAVER  
Bubalornis niger
KZN Rarity
One male, Zululand Rhino Reserve, 
2 December 2015, Andre Bernon
One female, near Mkhuze Game 
Reserve, 24 December 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News report)
RED-HEADED WEAVER
Anaplectes rubriceps
KZN Rarity
One, Zululand Rhino Reserve, 
1 November 2015, Jenny Norman 
(KZN Rarity accepted)
VIOLET-EARED WAXBILL 
Granatina granatina

19 January 2016, Brad Arthur and 
Nick Evans (Rarity form submitted)
WHITE-BACKED NIGHT HERON 
Gorsachius leconotus
KZN Rarity
One, near Hluhluwe, 
28 December 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News report)
DWARF BITTERN Ixobrychus sturmii
KZN Rarity
One mist-netted, Thangami Safari Spa 
near Ulundi, 31 January 2016 
(SA Rare Bird News report)
EURASIAN BITTERN 
Botaurus stellaris
National Rarity
One, Dublin Dam, Himeville, 
11 November 2015, Stuart McLean 
and Malcolm Gemmell.
One, Malandeni Sewage Works, 
Ladysmith, 28 November 2015, 
Ian Nelson.
One, Sappi Stanger wetlands, 
14 December 2015, 
Johan and Nicole De Jager
ABDIM'S STORK Ciconia abdimii
KZN Rarity
One, Dartford Farm, Underberg, 
12 December 2015, Stuart McLean 
and Kevin Fraser and 13 December 
2015, Trish Strachan 
(KZN Rarity accepted)
KING PENGUIN 
Aptenodytes patagonicus
National Rarity
One, on the beach at St. Lucia,
22 January 2016, Caroline Fox
BLACK-BELLIED STORM PETREL 
Fregetta tropica
KZN Rarity
One, at sea off Durban, 
17 October 2015, David Allan 
and Niall Perrins
EUROPEAN STORM PETREL 
Hydrobates pelagicus
KZN Rarity
Three, offshore Durban, 

ABOVE: Ayres’s Hawk-Eagle
Nada Crafford
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Spotted Ground Thrush
One, Pigeon Valley Nature Reserve, 
23 January 2016, Crispin Hemson

Caveat: the sightings recorded here 
have been submitted directly to me or 
have been posted on the SABirdNet or 
SA Rare Bird News, and have not 
been vetted by any rarities committee 
for validation unless otherwise noted. 
As such, the information presented 
here should be used with due 
consideration. 

Steve Davis: Honorary Recorder
031 2054459, Fax: 031 2731302
e-mail: 59 Edmonds Road Glenwood 4001 sdavis@smri.org, 
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BIRDLIFE PORT NATAL

MEMBERS PLEASE NOTE: KINDLY PHONE THE CONTACT PERSON FOR 
ANY SPECIFIC OUTING BEFOREHAND TO ENSURE THAT THE OUTING 
WILL TAKE PLACE. Participation is at your own risk. BirdLife Port Natal cannot 
be held responsible for theft/loss of property at any venue.
DIRECTIONS TO VENUES: On the website go to 
http://blpn.org/activities/directions-to-bird-club-venues. If unsure, then ask the 
outing leader when you make contact to confirm your attendance. Directions to 
new venues will be shown below.
OUTDOOR OUTINGS: Please don't forget to bring your tea/lunch baskets and 
socialise afterwards. Please note that many places now charge so take entrance 
money,  with you on any outing.Wild and/or Rhino Cards  
INDOOR MEETINGS are usually held on the second Wednesday evening of every 
month (except February and December) at 19h00 at the Westville Methodist Church, 
Jan Hofmeyr Road, Westville.  
BIRD RINGING: Normally starts very early, but people are welcome to arrive later 
and see what is going on. Bird Ringing with Garth Aiston: Usually held early on a 
Sunday each month. Please call Garth for details if no notification is put out nearer to 
the time on the BLPN website and KZN Birds@yahoo. Cell: 084 549  1752.

CLUB ACTIVITIES

KZN RARITIES ACCEPTED

THE following previously reported KZN records have been accepted by the KZN 
Rarities Committee since the October 2015 Honorary Recorder's Report. These 
include records forwarded to the committee for adjudication from SABAP2 field 
cards.

KZN Rarity
One male, Highmoor,
4 December 2015, Malcolm Robinson
(KZN Rarity accepted)
MAGPIE MANNIKIN 
Lonchura fringilloides
KZN Rarity
One, Amanzimtoti, 1 November 2015, 
Pat Nurse (KZN Rarity accepted)
Several, Northdene, Durban, 
2-6 December 2015, Gus Rohrs
MOUNTAIN PIPIT Anthus hoeschi
KZN Rarity
Three, Bushman's Nek area, 
18 and 28 December 2015, 
P Kleiman (Rarity forms submitted)
BLACK-HEADED CANARY 
Serinus alario
KZN Rarity
One male, top of Sani Pass, 
13 November 2015, Stuart McLean, 
Bob Forbes and Germina Forbes
One male, top of Sani Pass, 
17 November 2015, Stuart McLean and 
Malcolm Gemmell

OUT-OF-RANGE SIGHTINGS
Broad-billed Roller
One, Kenneth Stainbank Nature 
Reserve, 11 October 2015 
(SA Rare Bird News report)
Woodland Kingfisher
One, Howick, 3 December 2015, 
Courtney Hodkin 
Blue-Cheeked Bee-eater 
A group of five, adjacent to Bluff Nature 
Reserve, 18 December 2015,
Barry Swaddle
Great Spotted Cuckoo
One, Sani Pass, 3 November 2015, 
Christian Bank
African Openbill 
There seems to have been another 
influx of African Openbills throughout 
the country. Listed below are those 
reported on SA Rare Bird News for 
KZN, except where observers are 
noted.
One, Howick, 20 December 2015

Up to 40 near Albert Falls on 
27 December with more at the dam. 
Two, Malandeni Sewage Farm, 
Ladysmith, 28 December 2015.
Six, Hermannsburg, 
29 December 2015.
One, Esikhuma, south of Vryheid, 
31 December 2015
One, near Albert Falls Dam, 
2 January 2016.
One, Tala Game Reserve, 
3 January 2016
Up to 70, Albert Falls Nature Reserve, 
10 January 2016.
At least a dozen, Albert Falls Dam, 
10 January 2016.
Two, Durban Bayhead, 
11 January 2016, David Allan and 
13 January 2016, Dave Rimmer.
Forty, Vumbuka Nature Reserve 
Amanzimtoti, 31 January 2016, 
Barry Swaddle
Thirty, Umbogavango Nature Reserve, 
3 February 2016, Peter Spence.
Saddle-billed Stork
One sub-adult, near Mooi River, 
25 December 2015, Wayne Jones 
Blue Swallow
One, Midmar Dam Nature Reserve, 
1 November 2015, Andrew Stainthorpe
Red-headed Finch
At least two, Somerset Valley, 
Umhlanga, 16 October 2015, 
Heather Cairns.

OTHER SIGHTINGS
Wattled Crane
Two, foraging near Blue Cranes, 
Tala Game Reserve, 2 January 2016, 
Richard Boon
Red-footed Falcon
There have been a number of sightings 
of this unusual species for KZN in the 
Midlands and Drakensberg this 
summer, including Ingrid Weiersbye 
(Midmar Dam, 15 November 2015) 
and Stuart McLean (Underberg, 
29 December 2015)

ABOVE: Red-footed Falcon

Ingrid Weiersbye

http://blpn.org/activities/directions-to-bird-club-venues/
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082 4537255 or daverimmer@mweb.co.za. Over 100 species of birds have been 
recorded in this area, including the elusive Pied Mannikin. Habitat consists of prime 
coastal forest with perennial small streams. Directions: Travel the N2 south, take the 
Umkomaas/Widenham off-ramp. At the stop street turn left, then travel a few 
hundred metres to the first left turn signposted SAPPI/SAICCOR. Continue down a 
steep hill for just over 1 km, turn left at the T-junction at the bottom of the hill and then 
left again through an unmarked gap in the fence. Follow the track for about 400 m to 
the parking and picnic area. Meet in the parking area. Bring tea/coffee, chairs and 
eats for picnic afterwards.
Wednesday 22 June 07h30 - Pigeon Valley with Sandi du Preez. Please confirm 
attendance: 031 7014839 or 073 3324431. A small, remnant patch of coastal bush 
which once covered the whole of the Berea. Spotted Ground-thrush is a special in 
winter. Directions: Follow South Ridge Road from Tollgate, towards the University. 
Turn left into King George V Ave. then right into Princess Alice Ave. The entrance is 
on the right. Entrance is free. Bring chair, coffee/tea and eats for picnic afterwards.
24-26 June weekend away - TO Strand, South Coast with Cheryl Bevan.  Please 
confirm your booking: 031 7083731, 083 4079785 or mombevan@gmail.com. Book 
your reservation with TO Strand: 039 3192719 or info@tostrand.net. Directions: 
Travel on the N2 in a southerly direction along the highway from Durban to Port 
Shepstone.  After the toll gate at Port Shepstone (R19-00) keep on route to Port 
Edward, it will become the R61. You will pass Trafalgar, Palm Beach, Munster, 
Glenmore and Leisure Crest/Leisure Bay North. Take the Leisure Bay 
South/Torquay off ramp, keep left, you will see road signs to TO Strand. Follow the 
signs till you reach Blackpool Street, turn right into Bournemouth Avenue. The 
entrance will be 50 m ahead.

JULY 2016
Bird ringing and directions to venues. See details in the introduction.
Saturday 2 July 07h30 - New Germany Nature Reserve with Elena Russell. Please 
c o n f i r m  a t t e n d a n c e ,  me e t i n g  t i me  a n d  p l a ce :  0 3 1  7 0 5 2 9 0 2  o r 
elenarussell@telkomsa.net.
Wednesday 13 July 19h00 - Indoor meeting. To be advised.
Wednesday 20 July 08h30 - CROW. BLPN is a big supporter of the work that 
CROW does for all wildlife that needs our help. We are particularly drawn to their 
work in rehabilitating wild birds, especially chicks, and their bird hospital is renowned 
and their dedicated staff very much appreciated. We will meet there and will be 
shown around and see for ourselves their incredible work. Address: 15a Coedmore 
Avenue, Yellowwood Park, Durban. See map on Google if you're not too sure how to 
get there. We will end with tea at approximately 10h30, so bring your own picnic 
baskets. There is no cost but a donation of R20 or more would be much appreciated 
for the upkeep of the bird hospital.  Lesley 083 2313408, or galefra@mweb.co.za.
Saturday 23 July - CWAC starting at Umgeni Bird Park at 11h00. Low tide is at 
12h50. Then Bayhead from 14h00.

AUGUST 2016
Bird ringing and directions to venues. See details in the introduction.
Saturday 6 August 06h30 - Vumbuka with Elena Russell (same directions as for 

MAY 2016
Bird ringing and directions to venues. See details in the introduction.
Saturday 7 May 07h30 - Palmiet Nature Reserve with Elena Russell. Please confirm 
attendance, meeting time and place: 031 7052902, elenarussell@telkomsa.net.
Wednesday 11 May 19h00 - Indoor meeting with Robbie Aspeling. Topic to be 
advised later.
Wednesday 18 May 07h30 - North Park NR  with Sandi du Preez. Please confirm 
attendance. 031 7014839 or 073 3324431. Coastal lowland and riverine forest with 
sandstone cliffs.  Directions: Take the M7 (Edwin Swales ) from Durban. Turn off at 
the Northdene/Queensburgh exit, turn left into Old Main Road. Turn right into 
Anderson Road and carry on till the gate at the bottom of the road. There is an 
entrance fee but free for Wild Card and Rhino Card holders. Bring chair coffee/tea 
and eats for a picnic afterwards.
Sunday 22 May 06h30 - Cumberland with Dave Rimmer. Please confirm meeting 
time and place with Dave: 082 4537255 or daverimmer@mweb.co.za. Only 90 
minutes from Durban, Cumberland is situated in the uMngeni Valley 10 km from 
Pietermaritzburg. The mixed habitat comprises acacia thorn veld, riverine forest, 
cliffs and dams. Directions: N3 to Pietermaritzburg, take the Ohrtmann Road turn-off, 
turn right over freeway into the Willowton area. At the second traffic light, turn right 
into Bishopstowe Road. Turn left at the next second light (yield sign) signposted 
Table Mountain. Continue up the hill (this is the old Wartburg Road) until another sign 
to Table Mountain. Turn right here. After a few kilometres turn left onto the signposted 
D408. Continue for 7 km through farmland (eventually citrus) until you reach the 
entrance to Cumberland. There is an entry fee - payable at the honesty kiosk.
 

JUNE 2016
Bird ringing and directions to venues. See details in the introduction.
Saturday 4 June 07h30 - Pigeon Valley with Elena Russell. Please confirm 
attendance, meeting time and place: 031 7052902, elenarussell@telkomsa.net.
Wednesday 8 June 19h00 - Indoor Meeting. To be advised. 
Tuesday 14 June 09h30 - Krantzkloof. Crystelle Wilson on how your camera can 
assist you with birding. Contact Tessa to confirm venue: tessadavid@telkomsa.net. 
Please note that as the Interpretive Centre is still undergoing improvements, the 
meeting may be held at the Kloof Methodist Church hall. The address is 4 Park Lane; 
this is the second turn to the right after the road to the SPCA coming from the bridge 
over the M13.
Sunday 19 June 07h00 - Empisini with Dave Rimmer. Please confirm meeting time: 

Bird Ringing with Andrew Pickles. Usually the first or second Sunday of the month. 
Venue to be advised. Please contact Andrew for details. Cell 082 338 3302 or 
barbet@venturenet.co.za 
Bird Ringing with James Rawdon. James visits many private estates on the North 
Coast from Umhlanga into southern Zululand. Contact James for details: 083 745 
6007 or jjrawdon@yahoo.com 
KRANTZKLOOF BIRDS: Meetings are held at 09h30 on the second Tuesday of 
every second month at Krantzkloof Interpretive Centre and sometimes at the Kloof 
Methodist Church Hall.



 March 2016                  34                                                               

KZN BIRDS No 47 KZN BIRDS No 47

35                                            March 2016                                                          
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BIRDLIFE KWA-ZULU NATAL MIDLANDS

Pietermaritzburg evening meetings are held at Woodgrove Retirement Centre on the 
second Tuesday of alternate months at 18h00. Howick evening meetings are held in 
the Ambers Auditorium in Amber Valley, on the third Wednesday of the month at 
18h00.  Entry R10 pp or by donation.
Bird ringing: Contact Karin Nelson on 033 3303027 or 072 7724219
Darvill:  first or second Saturday of the month
At the home of Pam and Bill Nicol, 13 Riley Crescent, Howick:  four times a year, 
Karkloof Conservancy, Cedara.

Please contact the coordinator before an outing 
to confirm the time of meeting and other arrangements

Coordinators of outings to private property must please phone 
the owner a week in advance to confirm the outing

APRIL
Sunday 3 - Morning outing to Darvill at 06h30. Gordon Bennett 033 3865555.
Tuesday 12 - Presentation at Woodgrove at 18h00 by Moses Chibesa on “Foraging 
behaviour of Trumpeter Hornbill in urban environment”.
Sunday 17 - A day outing to Weenen Game reserve near Estcourt. There is an 
entrance fee but Wild Cards are accepted.  Louis Mateus 033 3454078 or 
084 0618496.
Wednesday 20 - Presentation in the Ambers Auditorium at 18h00 by Daniel Dolpire 
and Tanya Smith on “A photographic appreciation of Cranes, other Birds and 
Animals”.
Wednesday 27 - Morning outing to uMngeni Valley. Meet at the reception area of 
uMngeni Valley at 06h30. Entrance fee R24 pp if you are not a member of WESSA or 
a do not have a season ticket. Norman Freeman 033 2390843 or 083 4537949. 

MAY
Sunday 1 - Morning outing to Darvill at 07h00. Gordon Bennett 033 3865555.
Sunday 15 - Morning outing to Cumberland. There is an entrance fee of R20 pp. 
Contact coordinator Ian Gordon 033 3862314 or 083 5706782.
Wednesday 18 - Presentation in the Ambers Auditorium at 18h00 by David Johnson 
on “Gorilla Expedition to Uganda with some local bird specials”.
Wednesday 25 - Morning outing to Cumberland. Meet at Greendale Shopping 
Centre at 07h00 to arrange transport. Drummond Densham 033 3304039 
or 083 3217959.

JUNE
Sunday 5   -  Morning outing to Darvill  at 07h30. Gordon Bennett 033 3865555.
Tuesday 14 - Presentation at Woodgrove at 18h00 by Peter Divall on “Tanzania 
Experience: Birding and the Migration”.
Wednesday 15 - Presentation in the Ambers Auditorium at 18h00 by Adam Riley on 
“Hummingbirds”.
Sunday 19 - Outing to Shongweni Dam NR. There will be an entrance fee if you don't 
have a Wild card. Ian Gordon 033386 2314 or 083 5706782.
Wednesday 29 - A day outing to Weenen Game Reserve near Estcourt. There is an 
entrance fee of R30 if you don't have a Wild card. Meet at Greendale Shopping 
Centre to arrange transport at 07h30. Eve Hughes 033 3302723 or 082 8724333.

JULY
Sunday 3 - Morning outing to Darvill at 07h30. Gordon Bennett 033 3865555.
Sunday 17 - Outing to Pigeon Valley NR near Durban. Ian Gordon 033 3862314 
or 083 5706782.
Wednesday 20 - Presentation in the Ambers Auditorium at 18h00 by Paul and Sally 
Bartho on “Birding and Birds in Australia”.
Wednesday 27 - A day outing to Kenneth Stainbank NR near Durban. Meet at 
Greendale Shopping Centre at 07h00 to arrange transport. Peter Divall 
033 2395537 or 083 2634169.
15 July to 15 August - The CWAC (water bird counts) at various water bodies in the 
Midlands will take place. Contact Eve Hughes 033 3302723 or 082 8724333.
Saturday 30 - CAR: winter road count survey of the larger birds such as cranes, 
Southern Bald Ibis, and bustards etc. Contact Peter Divall 033 2395537 
or 083 263 4169.

AUGUST
Sunday 7 - Morning outing to Darvill at 07h00.   Gordon Bennett 033 3865555.
Tuesday 9 - Presentation at Woodgrove at 18h00 by Nicolette Forbes on 
“Restoration of Lake St Lucia Estuary with its application to the bird life”.
Wednesday 17 - Presentation in the Ambers Auditorium at 18h00 by Rina Theron: 
“Update on Blue Swallow Monitoring and Conservation in KwaZulu-Natal”.
Sunday 21 - Outing to Zulu Falls near Mooi River, where the Southern Bald Ibis 
breed. There will be an entrance fee of R25.  Colin Summersgill 033 8189013 
or 083 7825113.
Wednesday 31 - Morning outing to Bisley NR in Pietermaritzburg. Meet at 
Greendale Shopping Centre at 07h00 to arrange transport. 
Sally Cumming 033 2392362.

http://midlandsbirdclub.blogspot.com/

Umbogavango).  Meet at the entrance/security gate. We will be restricted to 20 cars. 
Please confirm attendance, meeting time and place: 031 7052902 or 
elenarussell@telkomsa.net.
Tuesday 9 August 09h30 - Krantzkloof. Adam Riley will talk on a subject to be 
advised. Contact Tessa to confirm venue: tessadavid@telkomsa.net. Please note 
that as the Interpretive Centre is still undergoing improvements, the meeting may be 
held at the Kloof Methodist Church hall. The address is 4 Park Lane; this is the 
second turn to the right after the road to the SPCA, coming from the bridge over the 
M13.
Wednesday 10 August  19h00 - Indoor meeting. To be advised.
Wednesday 17 August 08h00 - Botanic Gardens with Sandi du Preez. Please 
confirm:Tel  031 7014839  or  073 3324431. After the walk we will go to the tea 
garden for refreshments.
Sunday 21 August 07h00 - Ellingham Estate with Rex Aspeling. Contact: 082 
3018177 or  rex.aspeling@gmail.com to confirm meeting time. Ellingham is a cane 
farm, with extensive riverine forest, great climax trees, bush and dams, plus some 
well-left dead eucalypts which often yield raptors. Meet at the horse paddocks. 
Please bring your chairs and picnic gear. There will be a R20 pp conservation 
contribution. 
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Mazeppa Bay Hotel has joined forces 
with birding enthusiast Karin Nelson 

from Nelson's Safaris to offer 
fellow birders an exciting week 

of bird watching and related activities

Join us from 20 - 27 March 2016
R5 180 for 7 nights 

or R3 750 for 5 nights

Price is inclusive of accommodation, 
meals and birding activities

Call us on 047 498 0033 
or e-mail us at 

mazeppabayhotel@sainet.co.za

BIRDLIFE TROGONS

PLEASE note all outings are on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month unless 
otherwise stated. They are advertised in the South Coast Herald, South Coast Fever 
and The Rising Sun a few days prior to each event. The venues and dates of outings 
may be changed at short notice, please check www.birdlifetrogons.blogspot.com  for 
updated information or phone Eric Kok 039 6950573/072 7510686 for further details. 
Bird ringing with Andrew Pickles is usually on the first Sunday of the month. Venues 
will be advised. Contact Andrew on 082 3383302 or barbet@venturenet.co.za for 
details.

13 March 06h30  - TC Robertson NR Scottburgh
10 April 06h30 - Culley's Dam, Port Edward
24 April 06h30 - Oribi Gorge NR and Vulture Restaurant
8 May 07h00 - Izotcha Creek Wetland Area
22 May 07h00 -  Stott Farm, Umtentweni
12 June 07h00 -  Bushbuck Trail, Southbroom
26 June 07h00 - Ntomba and Umdoni Park, Pennington

http://birdlifetrogons.blogspot.com/

BIRDLIFE ZULULAND
 For information or details check out the website:  www.birdlifezululand.co.za



KZN BIRDS No 47 KZN BIRDS No 47

 March 2016                    38                                                               39                                            March 2016                                                            

Mazeppa Bay Hotel has joined forces 
with birding enthusiast Karin Nelson 

from Nelson's Safaris to offer 
fellow birders an exciting week 

of bird watching and related activities

Join us from 20 - 27 March 2016
R5 180 for 7 nights 

or R3 750 for 5 nights

Price is inclusive of accommodation, 
meals and birding activities

Call us on 047 498 0033 
or e-mail us at 

mazeppabayhotel@sainet.co.za

BIRDLIFE TROGONS

PLEASE note all outings are on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month unless 
otherwise stated. They are advertised in the South Coast Herald, South Coast Fever 
and The Rising Sun a few days prior to each event. The venues and dates of outings 
may be changed at short notice, please check www.birdlifetrogons.blogspot.com  for 
updated information or phone Eric Kok 039 6950573/072 7510686 for further details. 
Bird ringing with Andrew Pickles is usually on the first Sunday of the month. Venues 
will be advised. Contact Andrew on 082 3383302 or barbet@venturenet.co.za for 
details.

13 March 06h30  - TC Robertson NR Scottburgh
10 April 06h30 - Culley's Dam, Port Edward
24 April 06h30 - Oribi Gorge NR and Vulture Restaurant
8 May 07h00 - Izotcha Creek Wetland Area
22 May 07h00 -  Stott Farm, Umtentweni
12 June 07h00 -  Bushbuck Trail, Southbroom
26 June 07h00 - Ntomba and Umdoni Park, Pennington

http://birdlifetrogons.blogspot.com/

BIRDLIFE ZULULAND
 For information or details check out the website:  www.birdlifezululand.co.za




